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SCOTLAND. 
| BOOK VI 


HE unexpected blow, by which the Regent fell, ftruck Boox VI 
the King’s party with the utmoft confternation, Eliza- U-w~y 
beth bewailed his death as the moft fatal difafter, which ay see 

could have befallen her kingdom; and was inconfolable to a degree cafioned by 
that little fuited her dignity. Mary’s adherents exulted, as if, now, mae 
her reftoration were not only certain, but near at hand. The 
infamy of the crime naturally fell on thofe, who expreffed fuch 
indecent joy at the commiffion of it. And as the affaffin made his 
efcape on a horfe, which belonged to Lord Claud Hamilton, and 
fled directly to Hamilton, where he was received in triumph, 
it was concluded that the Regent had fallen a facrifice to the refent- 
ment of the Queen’s party, rather than to the revenge of a private 
man. On the day after the murder, Scottof Buccleugh, and Ker 
of Ferniherft, both zealous abettors of the Queen’s caufe, entered 
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England in an hoftile manner, and plundered and burnt the coun- 
try, the inhabitants of which expected no fuch outrage. If the 
Regent had been alive, they would fcarce have ventured on fuch 
an irregular incurfion, nor could it well have happened fo {oon after 
his death, unlefs they had been privy to the crime. 


Tu1s was not the only irregularity, to which the anarchy that 
followed the Regent’s death gave occafion. During fuch general 
confufion, men hoped for univerfal impunity, and broke out into 
exceffes of every kind. Asit was impoffible to reftrain thefe, with- 
out a fettled form of government, a Convention of the nobles 
was held, in order to deliberate concerning the election of a Re- 
gent. ‘The Queen’s adherents refufed to be prefent at the meeting: 
and protefted againft its proceedings. The King’s own party was 
irrefolute, and divided in opinion. Maitland, whom Kirkaldy had 
fet at liberty, and who obtained from the nobles then affembled 
a declaration acquitting him of the crime which had been laid to 
his charge, endeavoured to bring about a coalition of the two par- 
ties, by propofing to admit the Queen to the joint adminiftration of 
government with her fon. Elizabeth adhered to her old fyftem 
with regard to Scotch affairs, and notwithftanding the follicitations | 
of Mary’s adherents *, laboured to multiply, and to perpetuate the 
factions, which tore in pieces the kingdom. Randolph, whom fhe 
defpatched into Scotland on the firft news of the Regent’s death, 
and who was her ufual agent for fuch fervices, found all parties fo 
exafperated by mutual injuries, and fo full of irreconcilable rancour, 
that it coft him little trouble to inflame their difcord. The Conven- 
tion broke up without coming to any agreement ; and a new meet- 
ing, to which the nobles of all parties were invited, was appointed 
on the firft of May +. | | 

* See Append. Nf I. + Crawf, Mem. 131. Calderw. 2. 157. 
| I MEAn- 
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MEANTIME, Maitland and Kirkaldy, who ftill continued to ac- Boox VI. 
knowledge the King’s authority, were at the utmoft pains to reftore eee 
fome degree of harmony among their countrymen. They procured, 4 Baar 
for this purpofe, an amicable conference among the leaders of the P* nes 
two factions. But while the one demanded the reftoration of the vain. 
Queen, as the only thing which could re-eftablifh the public tran- 
quility ; while the other efteemed the King’s authority to be fo fa- 
cred, that it was, on no account, to be called in queftion or im- 
paired ; and neither of them would recede in the leaft point from 
their opinions, they feparated without any profpect of concord. 

Both were rendered more averfe from reconcilement, by the hope 
of foreign aid. An envoy arrived from France with promifes of 
powerful fuccour to the Queen’s adherents ; and as the civil wars in 
that kingdom feemed to be on the point of terminating in a peace, 
it was expected that Charles would foon be at liberty to fulfil what 
he promifed. On the other hand, the Earl of Suffex was affem-— 
bling a powerful army on the borders, and its operations could not 


fail of adding fpirit and ftrength to the King’s party *. 


Tuoucu the attempt towards a coalition of the factions proved Queen's par- 
ineffeGtual, it contributed fomewhat to moderate, or fufpend their of Edinbarste 
rage; but they foon began to act with their ufual animofity. Mor- 
ton, the moft vigilant and able leader on the King’s fide, follicited 
Elizabeth to interpofe, without delay, for the fafety of a party, fo 
devoted to her intereft, and which ftood in fuch need of her affi- 
ftance. The Chiefs of the Queen’s faction, affembling at Lin- 
Iithgow, marched thence to Edinburgh; and Kirkaldy, who was 


both Governour of the caftle, and Provoft of the town, prevailed 


April 16. 


* Crawf, Mem. 134, 
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on the citizens, though with fome difficulty, to admit them within 
the gates. Together with Kirkaldy, the Earl of Athole, and 
Maitland, acceded almoft openly to their party; and the Duke, and 
Lord Herreis, having recovered their libetty by Kirkaldy’s favour, re- 
fumed the places, which they had formerly held in their councils. 
Encouraged by the acquifition of perfons, fo illuftrious by their 
birth, or fo eminent for their abilities, they publifhed a proclama- 
tion, declaring their intention to fupport the Queen’s authority, and 
feemed refolved not to leave the city before the meeting of the 
approaching Convention, in which, by their numbers and influ- 
ence, they did not doubt of fecuring a majority of voices on their 
fide *, 


Ar the fame time, they had formed a defign of kindling a war 
between the two kingdoms. And if they could engage them in 
hoftilities, and revive their ancient emulation and antipathy, they 
hoped, not only to diffolve a confederacy of great advantage to the 
King’s caufe, but to reconcile their countrymen to their own So- 
vereign, Elizabeth’s natural and moft dangerous rival. With this 
view, they had, immediately after the murder of the Regent, prompt- 
ed Scottand Ker to commence hoftilities, and had fince inftigated 
them to continue and extend their depredations. As Elizabeth fore- 
faw, on the one hand, the dangerous confequences of rendering this 
a national quarrel ; and refolved, on the other, not to fuffer fuch 
an infult on her government to pafs with impunity ; fhe iffued a 
prociamation, declaring that fhe imputed the outrages which had 
been committed, not to the Scotch nation, but to a few defperate 
and ill-defigning perfons; that, with the former, fhe was refolved 


* Crawf. Mem. 137. Calderw. 2. 176. 
to 


OF SCOTLAND. F 


to maintain an inviolable friendfhip, whereas the duty, which fhe Boox VI. 
owed to her own fubiects, obliged her to chaftife the licentioufnefs ering 
of the latter *, Suflex and Scroop, accordingly, entered Scot- 
land, the one on the eaft, the other on the weft borders, and laid 
wafte the adjacent countries with fire and {word {. Fame magni- 
fied the number and progrefs of their armies, and Mary’s adherents 
not thinking themfelves fafein Edinburgh, the inhabitants where- 
of were ill affected to their caufe, retired to Linlithgow. There npaliee: 
they openly proclaimed the Queen’s authority, and forbad giving 
obedience to any, but the Duke, or the Earls of Argyll and Hunt- 

ly, whom fhe had conftituted her Lieutenants in the kingdom. 


Tut nobles who adhered to the King, though confiderably weak- in8’s party 
ned by the defection of fo many of their friends, affembled at burgh. 
Edinburgh on the day appointed. They iffaed a counter-procla- ” ” 
mation, declaring thofe who appeared for the Queen, enemies of 
their country ; and charging them with the murder both of the late 
King, and of the Regent. They could not, however, prefume fo 
much on their own ftrength as to venture either to elect a Regent, 
or to take the field againft the Queen’s party ; but the affiftance, 
which they received from Elizabeth, enabled them to do both. By 
her order, Sir William Drury marched into Scotland, with a thou- 
fand foot, and three hundred horfe; the King’s adherents joined 
him with a confiderable body of troops, and advancing towards 
Glafgow, where the adverfe party had already begun hoftilities by 
attacking the caftle, they forced them to retire, plundered the neigh- 
bouring country, which belonged to the Hamiltons, and, after 


© Cald. 2. 183, t+ Cabala, 174. 
feizing 
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Book VI. feizing fome of their caftles, and anaaa others, returned to Edin- 
Ue v™ burgh. 

1570, 
Motives of Unper Drury’s protection, the Earl of Lennox returned into 
Elizabeth’s Scotland. It was natural to commit the government of the king- 
conduét wi : ; A : e ie % A 
regard to Gomto him, during the minority of his grandfon. His ‘illuftrious 
them. 


birth, and alliance with the royal family of England, as well as of 
Scotland, rendered him worthy of that honour. And as his re- 
fentment againft Mary was implacable, as his eftate lay in England, 

and his family refided there, Elizabeth confidered him as a man, 
who, both from inclination, and from intereft, would aét in con- 
cert with her, and ardently wifhed that he might fucceed Murray 
in the office of Regent. But, on many accounts, fhe did not. 
think it prudent to difcover her own fentiments, or to favour his 
pretenfions too openly. The civil wars in France, which had been 
excited by a pretended zeal for religion, and carried on with a fierce- 
nefs that did it real difhonour, appeared now to be on the point of 
coming to an iflue ; and after fhedding the beft blood, and wafting 
the richeft provinces in the kingdom, both parties defired peace 
with an ardour, that facilitated the negetiations, which were carry= 
ing on for that purpofe. Charles IX. was known tobe a paflionate 
admirer of Mary’s beauty. Nor could he, in honour, fuffer a 
Queen of France, and the moft ancient ally of his crown, to lan- 
guifh in fuch a cruel fituation, without attempting to procure her 
relief. He had, hitherto, been obliged to content himfelf with 
remonftrating, by his ambafladors, againft the indignity, with which 
fhe had been treated. But if he were once at full liberty to purfue 


_ his inclinations, Elizabeth would have every thing to dread from the 


impetuofity of his temper, and the power of his arms. It therefore 
became neceflary for her to act with fome referve; and not to ap- 
pear, 
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pear, avowedly, to countenance the choice of a Regent, in con- Book VI. 
tempt of Mary’s authority. The jealoufy and prejudices of the i 
Scots required no lefs management. Had fhe openly fupported 27 

Lennox’s claim; had fhe recommended him tothe Convention, as 
the candidate, whom fhe approved ; this might have rouzed the in- 
dependant fpirit of the nobles, and by too plain a difcovery of her 
intention, fhe might have defeated its fuccefs. For thefe reafons, 
fhe hefitated long, and returned ambiguous anfwers to all the 
meffages, which fhe received from the King’s party. A more ex- 
plicit declaration of her fentiments was at laft obtained, and an 
event of an extraordinary nature feems to have been the occafion 
of.it. Pope Pius V. having iffued a bull, whereby he excommu- 
nicated Elizabeth, deprived her of her kingdom, and abfolved her 
fubjects from their oath of allegiance, Felton, an Englifh man, had 
the boldnefs to fix it on the gates of the Bifhop of London’s palace. 
In former ages, a Pope, moved by his own ambition, or pride, or 
bigotry, denounced this fatal fentence againft the moft powerful 
monarchs ; but as the authority of the court of Rome was now lefs 
regarded, its proceedings were more cautious ; and, it was only when 
they were rouzed by fome powerful Prince, that the thunders of the 
church wereeverheard. Elizabeth, therefore, imputed this ftep, which 
the Pope had taken, to a combination of the Roman Catholic Princes 
again{t her, and fufpected that fome plot was on foot in favour of the 
Scotch Queen. In that event, fhe knew that the fafety of her 
own kingdom depended on preferving her influence in Scotland ; 
and in order to ftrengthen this, fhe renewed her promifes of pro- 
tecting the King’s adherents, encouraged them to proceed to the 
election of aRegent, and even ventured to point out the Earl of 
Lennox, as the perfon who had the beft title. That honour was 


accord~ 
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Book VI. accordingly conferred upon him, in a Convention of the whole 
erat party, held on the 12th of July *. 


Lennox elea- THE Regent's firft care was to prevent the meeting of the Par- 

ed Regent. tiament, which the Queen’s party had fummoned to convene at 
Linlithgow. Having effected that, he marched againft the Earl of 
Huntly, Mary’s lieutenant in the North, and forced the garrifon, 
which he had placed in Brechin, to furrender at difcretion. Soon 
after, he made himfelf mafter of fome other caftles. Emboldened 
by this fuccefsful beginning of his adminiftration, as well as by the 
appearance of a confiderable army, with which the Farl of Suffex 
hovered on the borders, he deprived Maitland of his office of fe- 
cretary, and proclaimed him, the Duke, Huntly, and other leaders 
of the Queen’s party, traitors and enemies of their country f. 


Mary's ad- In this defperate fituation of their affairs, the Queen’s adherents 

herents nego- had recourfe to the King of Spain |], with whom Mary had held a 

tiate with ; 

Spain. clofe correfpondence ever fince her confinement in England. They — 
prevailed on the Duke of Alva, to fend'two of his officers to take 
a view of the country, and toexamine its coafts, and harbours ; and 
obtained from him a {mall fupply of money and arms, which were 
fent tothe Earl of Huntly +. But this aid, fo difproportionate to 
their exigencies, would have availed them little: They were in- 

Blizabeth pro. debted for their fafety to atreaty, which Elizabeth was carrying on, 

pofes a treaty under colour of reftoring the captive Queen toher throne. The firft 


f = e ° ° e e ° 
snodanion Bes fteps in this negotiation were taken in the month of May ; but hither- 
tween MD to little progrefs had been made in it. The peace concluded between 


jects, the Roman Catholics and Hugonots in France, and her apprehen- 


* Spotfw. 240. Cald. 2.186. | SeeAppend. N° II, = ¢ Crawf. Mem. 159. 
Cald, 2.198. {| See Append. N@ III, + Anderf. 3. 123. Crawf, Mem. 153. 
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fions that Charles would interpofe with vigour in behalf of his Book VI. 
fifter in law, quickened Elizabeth’s motions, She affected to treat ~~ 
her prifaner with more indulgence, fhe liftened more gracioufly to 7979 
the follicitations of foreign ambaffadors in her favour, and feemed 

fully determined to replace her on the throne of her anceftors. As 

a proof of her fincerity, fhe laboured to procure a ceflation of arms 
between the two contending factions in Scotland. Lennox, elated 

with the good fortune, which had hitherto attended his admini- 
ftration, and flattering himfelf with an eafy triumph over enemies, 

whofe eftates were wafted, and their forces difpirited, refufed, for 

{ome time, to come into this meafure. It was not fafe for him, 
however, to difpute the. will of his protectrefs. A ceffation of ho- 

ftilities during two months, to commence on the third of September, 

was agreed upon; and being renewed from time to time, it con- 

tinued till the firft of April next year *. | 


Soon after, Elizabeth defpatched Cecil and Sir Walter Mildmay 
to the Queen of Scots. The dignity of thefe ambaffadors, the 
former her prime Minifter, the latter Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and one of her ableft counfellors, convinced all parties that the 
negociation was ferious, and that the hour of Mary’s liberty was 
now approaching. The propofitions, which they made to her, 
were advantageous to Elizabeth, but fuch as a Prince, in Mary’s 
fituation, had reafon to expect. The ratification of the treaty of 
Edinburgh ; the renouncing any pretenfions to the Englifh Crown, 
during Elizabeth’s own life, or that of her poflerity ; the adhering 
to the alliance between the two kingdoms; the pardoning her fub- 
jects, who had taken arms againft her; and her promifing to hold 


* Spotlw. 243. | 
Vor. II. C no 
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Book VI. no correfpondence, and to countenance no enterprize, that might 
‘—“——~ difturb Elizabeth’s government ; were among the chief articles. By 


1570+ 


Fiizabeth’s 
artifices in the 
condutt of it. 


way of fecurity for the accomplifhment of thefe, they demanded 
that fome perfons of rank fhould be given as hoftages, that the 
Prince her fon fhould refide in England, and that a few caftles on the 
border fhould be put into Elizabeth’s hands. To fome of thefe pro- 
pofitions Mary confented ; fome fhe endeavoured to mitigate; and . 
others fhe attempted to evade. In the mean time, fhe tranfmitted 
copies of them to the Pope, tothe Kings of France and Spain, and 
to the Duke of Alva. She infinuated, that without fome timely 
and vigorous effort in her behalf, fhe would be obliged to accept 
of thet hard conditions, and to purchafe liberty at any price. 
But the Pope wasa diftant and feeble ally, and by his efforts againft 
the Turks, his treafury was entirely exhaufted. Charles had already 
begun to meditate that confpiracy againft the Hugonots, which 
marks his reign with fuch infamy ; and it required much leifure, and 
perfect tranquillity, to bring that execrable plan to maturity. Philip 
was employed in fitting out that fleet, which acquired fo great 
renown to the Chriftian arms, by the victory over the infidels at 
Lepanto; the Moors in Spain threatned an infurrection ; and his 
fubjects in the Netherlands, provoked by much oppreffion, and 
many indignities, were breaking out into open rebellion. All of 
them, for thefe different reafons, advifed Mary, without depending 
on their aid, to conclude the treaty on the beft terms fhe could 
procure *, 


Mary, accordingly, confented to many of Elizabeth’s demands, 
and difcovered a facility of difpofition, which promifed ftill 
* Anderf, Vol. III. 100, 120. 


further 
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further conceffions. Butnoconceffion fhe could have made, would Book VI. 
have fatisfied Elizabeth, who, in fpite of her repeated profef- “~~~ 
fions of fincerity to foreign ambaffadors, and notwithftanding the ee 

folemnity with which fhe carried on the treaty, had no other 
object in it, than to amufe Mary’s allies, and to gain time *, After 
having fo long treated a Queen, who fled to her for refuge, in fo 
ungenerous a manner, fhe could not now difimifs her with fafety. 
Under all the difadvantages of a rigorous confinement, Mary had 
found means to excite commotions in England, which were ex- 
tremely formidable. What defperate effects of her juft refentment 
might be expected, if fhe were fet at liberty, and recovered her 
former power? What engagements could bind her, not to revenge 
the wrongs fhe had -fuffered, nor to take advantage of the favou- 
rable conjunctures, that might prefent themfelves ? Was it poffible 
for her to give fuch fecurity for her behaviour, in times to come, 
as might remove all fufpicions and fears? And was there not 
good caufe to conclude, that no future benefits could ever obliterate 
the memory of paft injuries ? It was thus Elizabeth reafoned ; though 
fhe continued to act as if her views had been entirely different. She 
appointed feven of her privy counfellors to be commiffioners for 
fettling the articles of the treaty ; and as Mary had already named 
the Bifhops of Rofs, and Galloway, and Lord Levingfton, for her 
ambaffadors, fhe required the Regent to impower proper perfons to 
appear in behalf of the King. The Earl of Morton, Pitcarn abbot of 
Dunfermling, and Sir James Macgill were the perfons chofen by 
the Regent. They prepared for their journey, as flowly as Eli- 
zabeth her felf could have withed. At length they arrived at 
London, and met the commiflioners of the two Queens. Mary’s 


1571, 


Feb. 19. 


* Digges. Compl. Amb, 78. 
C 2 ambaf- 
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March 24. 


every thing, that would remove the obftacles, which ftood in the 
way of their mittrefs’s liberty. But when Morton and his affociates 
were called upon to vindicate their conduct, and to explain the 
fentiments of their party, they began, in juftification of their 
treatment of the Queen, to advance fuch maxims concerning the 
limited, powers of Princes, and the natural rights of fubjects, as 
were extremely fhocking to Elizabeth, whofe notions of regal pre- 
rogative were very exalted. With regard to the authority which the 
King now poffefied, they declared that they neither had, nor could 
poffibly reccive inftructions, to confent to any treaty, that tended 
to fubvert, or even to impair it, in the leaft degree *. Nothing 
could be more trifling and ridiculous, than fuch a reply from the 
commiffioners of the King of Scots, to the Queen of England, — 
His party depended abfolutely on Ler protection, her hand had feated 
him on the throne, and to her power he owed the continuance of his 
reign. With the utmoft eafe, fhe could have brought them to talk in 
a very different manner; and whatever conditions fhe might have 
thouzht fit to prefcribe, they would have had no other choice but to 
fubmit. This declaration, however, fhe affected to confider as an infu- 
perable difficulty, And finding that there was no reafon to dread any 
danger from the French King, who had not difcovered that eagernefs 
in fupport of Mary, which was expected ; the reply made by Mor- 
ton furnifhed her with a pretence for putting a ftop to the negocia- 
tion, till the Regent fhould fend ambaffadors with more ample 
powers. And after being amufed for ten months with the hopes of 
liberty, the unhappy Queen of Scots remained under ftricter cuftody 
than ever, and without any profpect of efcaping from it; while 
thofe fubjects, who ftill adhered to her, were expofed, without ally 
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or protector, to the rage of enemies, whom their fuccefs in this ne- 
gociation rendered {till more infolent *. 


On the day after the expiration of the truce, which had been 
obferved with little exaétnefs on either fide, Captain Crawford of 
Jordan-hill, a gallant and enterprifing officer, performed a fervice 
of great importance to the Regent, by furprizing the caftle of Dun- 
barton. This was the only fortified place in the kingdom, of which 
the Queen had kept poffeffion, ever fince the commencement of 
the civil wars. Its fituation on the top of an high and almoft inac- 
ceffible rock, which rifes in the middle of a plain, rendered it ex- 
tremely ftrong, and in the opinion of that age impregnable; as it 
commanded the river Clyde, it was of great confequence, and ef- 
teemed the moft proper place in the kingdom for landing any foreign 
troops, that might come to Mary’said. The ftrength of the place 
rendered Lord Fleming the governor, more fecure than he ought 
to have been, confidering its importance. A foldier, who had 
ferved in the garrifon, and had been difgufted by fome ill ufage, 
propofed the {cheme to the Regent, endeavoured to demonftrate that 
it was practicable, and offered himfelf to go the foremoft man on 
the enterprize. It wasthought prudent to rifque any danger, for fo 
great a prize. Scaling-ladders, and whatever elfe was neceflary, 
were prepared with the utmoft fecrecy and difpatch. All the 
avenues to the caftle were feized, that no intelligence of the defign 
might reach the governor. . Towards evening, Crawford marched 
from Glafgow, with a {mall but determined band. By midnight, 
they arrived at the bottom of the rock. The moon was fet, andthe 
fky, which hitherto had been extremely clear, was covered witha 
thick fog. It was where the rock was higheft, that the affailants 
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made their attempt, becaufe, in that place there were few fentinels, 
and they hoped to find them leaft alert. The firft ladder was f{carce 
fixed, when the weight and eagernefs of thofe who mounted it, 
brought it tothe ground. None of the affailants were hurt by 
the fall, and none of the garrifon alarmed by the noife. Their 
guide and Crawford f{crambled up the rock, and faftened the ladder 
to the roots of a tree, which grew ina cleft. This place they all 
reached with the utmoft difficulty, but were ftill at a great diltance 
from the foot of the wall. Their ladders were made faft a fecond 
time; but in the middle of the afcent, they met with an unforfeen 
difficulty. One of their companions was feized with fome fudden 
fit, and clung, feemingly without life, tothe ladder. All were ata 
ftand. It was impoffible to pafs him, To tumble him headlong 
was cruel; and might occafion a difcovery. But Crawford’s pre- 
fence of mind did not forfake him. He ordered the foldier to be 
bound faft to the ladder, that he might not fall when the fit was 
over: and turning the other fide of the ladder, they mounted, with 
eafe, over his belly. Day now began to break, and there ftill re- 
mained an high wall to fcale; but after furmounting fo many greater 
difficulties, this was foon accomplifhed. A fentry obferved the farft 
man, who appeared on the parapet, and had juft time to give the 
alarm, before he was knocked on the head. The officers and fol- 
diers of the garrifon ran out naked, unarmed, and more anxious 
for their own fafety, than capable of making refiftance. The 
affailants rufhed forwards, with repeated fhouts, and with the 
utmoft fury ; took poffeffion of the magazine; feized the cannon ; 
and turned them againft theirenemies. Lord Fleming got into a 
{mall boat, and fled all alone, into Argylfhire. Crawford, in reward 
of his valour and good condud, remained matter of the caftle; and 
as he did not lofe a fingle man in the enterprize, he enjoyed his fuc- 
cefs with unmixed pleafure. Lady Fleming, Verac the French 
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Envoy, and Hamilton archbifhop of St. Andrews, were the pri- Book VI. 


foners of greateft diftinction *. | oo 
| 1571. 
’ : ° Archbifhop of 
Verac’s character protected him from the ufage, which he mee cn yeh 


rited by his activity in ftirring up enemies againft the King. The put to death 
Regent treated the lady with great politenefs, and humanity. But ” i 
a very different fate awaited the archbifhop; he was carried under 
aftrong guard to Stirling; and as he had formerly been attainted by 

act of Parliament, he was, without any formal trial, condemned 

to be hanged; and on the fourth day after he was taken, the fen- 

tence was executed, An attempt was made to bring him in as ac- 
ceffary to the murther both of the King and Regent, but thefe ac- 
cufations were fupported by no proof. Our hiftorians obferve that 

he was the fir{t bifhop in Scotland who died by the hands of the 
executioner. ‘The high offices he had enjoyed, both in church and 

ftate, ought to have exempted him from a punifhment, inflicted 

only on the loweft criminals. But his zeal for the Queen, his 
abilities, and his profeffion, rendered him odious and formidable 

~ tothe King’s adherents. Lennox hated him as the perfon, by whofe 
counfels the reputation and power of the houfe of Hamilton were 
fupported. And party rage, and perfonal enmity, dictated that im- 
decent fentence, for which fome colour was fought, by imputing 

to him fuch odious crimes +. 


Tue lofs of Dunbarton, and the fevere treatment of the Arch- aan a 
aD ends the caf- 
bifhop, perplexed and enraged the Queen’s party ; and hoftilities were tle of Edin- 


renewed with all the fiercenefs, which difappointment and indig- aed a 
nation can infpire. Kirkaldy, who, during the truce, had taken care "™* 
to increafe the number of his garrifon, and to provide every ne- 
ceflary for a fiege, iffued a proclamation declaring Lennox’s 
* Buch. 394. t Spotfw. 252. 
autho- 
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Book VI. authority to be unlawful, and ufurped ; commanded all who fa- 
t—~——J_ voured_ his caufe to leave the town within fix hours; feized the | 
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arms, belonging to the citizens; planted a battery on the fteeple of 
St. Giles ; repaired the walls, and fortified the gates of the city ; 
and, though the affections of the inhabitants leaned a different way, 
held out the metropolis againft the Regent. The Duke, Huntly, 


“Home, Herreis, and other chiefs of that faction, repaired to Edin- 


burgh with their followers; and having received a {mall fum of 
money, and fome ammunition from France, formed no contemptible 
army within the walls. On the other fide, Morton feized Leith, 
and fortified it; and the Regent joined him with a confiderable body 
of men. Whilethe armies lay fo near each other, daily fkirmithes 
happened, and with various fuccefs. The Queen’s party was not 
{trong enough to take the field againft the Regent, nor was his fu- 
periority fo great as to undertake the fiege of the caftle, or of 
the town *. 


SOME time before Edinburgh fell into the hands ‘of his enemies, 
the Regent had fummoned a Parliament to meet in that place. In 
order to prevent any objection againft the lawfulnefs of the meeting, 
the members obeyed the proclamation as exactly as poffible; and 
aflembled in a houfe at the head of the Canongate, which, though 
without the walls, lies within the liberties of the city. Kirkaldy 
exerted himfelf to the utmoft to interrupt their meeting; but they 
were fo ftrongly guarded, that all his efforts were vain. They 
pafled an act attainting Maitland, and a few others, and then ad- 
journed to the 28th of Augutft ft. 
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Tue other party, in order that their proceedings might be coun- Book VI. 
tenanced by the fame thew of legal authority, held a meeting of 
parliament foon after. ‘There was produced in this affembly, a de- 
claration by the Queen, of the invalidity of that deed, whereby 
fhe had refigned the crown, and confented to the coronation of her 
fon. Conformable to this declaration, an act was paft, pronounc- 
ing the refignation to have been extorted by fear; to be null in it- 
felf, and in all its confequences ; and enjoining all good fubjects to 
acknowledge the Queen alone to be their lawful fovereign, and to 
fupport thofe who acted in her name. The prefent eftablifhment 
of the proteftant religion was confirmed by another ftatute ; and, 
in imitation of the adverfe party, a new meeting was appointed on 
the 26th of Auguit *. 


ee ae 
1571. 


MEANWHILE, all the miferies of civil war defolated the king- Miferable 
dom. Fellowcitizens, friends, brothers, took different fides, and condition of | 
ranged themfelves under the ftandards of the contending factions. —_— 
In every county, and almoft in every town and village, King’s-men 
and Queen’s- men were names of diftinction. Political hatred diffolved 
all natural ties, and extinguifhed the reciprocal good will and con- 
fidence, which hold mankind together in fociety. Religious zeal 
mingled itfelf with thefe civil diftinctions, and contributed not a 
little to heighten, and to inflame them. : 


THE factions which divided the kingdom were, in APPEATANCE, 646 of fac 
only two. But in both thefe, there were perfons, with views, and tions. 
principles, fo different from each other, that they ought to be dif 
tinguifhed. With fome, confiderations of religion were predomi- 
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nant, and they either adhered to the Queen, becaufe they hoped, by 
her means, to re-eftablifh Popery, or they defended the King’s au-~ 
thority, asthe beft fupport of the Proteftant faith. Among thefe 
the oppofition was violent and irreconcileable. Others were in- 
fluenced by political motives only, or allured by views of intereft; 
the Regent aimed at uniting thefe, and did not defpair of gaining, 
by gentle arts, many of Mary’s adherents to acknowledge the King’s 
authority, Maitland and Kirkaldy had formed the fame defign of 
a coalition, but on fuch terms, that the Queen might be reftored 
to fome fhare in the government, and the kingdom fhake off its 
dependance on England. Morton, the ableft, the moft ambitious, 
and the moft powerful man of the King’s party, held a particular 
courfe; and moving only as he was prompted by the court of Eng- 
land, thwarted every meafure, that tended towards a reconcilement 
of the factions; and as he ferved Elizabeth with much fidelity, he 
derived both power and credit from her avowed protection. 


Tue time appointed by both parties, for the meeting of their 
parliaments, now approached. Only three peers and two bifhops 
appeared in that, which was held in the Queen’s name at Edin- 
burgh.’ But contemptible as their numbers were, they paffed an 
act for attainting upwards of 200 of the adverfe faction. The 
meeting at Stirling was numerous and fplendid. The Regent had 
prevailed on the Earls of Argyll, Eglinton, Caftils, and Lord Boyd, 
to acknowledge the King’s authority. The three Earls were among 
the moft powerful noblemen in the Kingdom, and had hitherto 
been zealous in the Queen’s caufe. Lord Boyd had been one of 
Mary's commiffioners at York and Weftminfter, and, fince that time, 
had been admitted into all her moft fecret councils. But, during that 


turbulent period, the conduct of individuals, as well as the prin- 
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ciples of factions, varied fo often, that the fenfe of honour, the Book VI. 
chief prefervative of confiftency in character, was entirely loft; —— 
and without any regard to decorum, men fuddenly abandoned one ons 
party, and adopted all the violent paffions of the other. The defec- 

tion, however, of fo many perfons of diftinétion, not only weak- 

ened the Queen’s party, but added reputation to her adverfaries. 


AFTER the example of the parliament at Edinburgh, that at Stir-_., | King’s 
ling began with framing acts againft the oppofite faction. But in the party furpriz- 
midft of all the fecurity, which confidence in their own numbers, or . cena 
diftance from danger could infpire, they were awakened, early one 
morning, by the fhouts of the enemy in the heart of the town. 
Ina moment, the houfes of every perfon of diftinction were fur- sept. 
rounded, and before they knew what to think of fo ftrange an 
event, the Regent, the Earls of Argyll, Morton, Glencairn, Caf- 
fils, Eglinton, Montrofe, Buchan, the Lords Sempil, Cathcart, 
Ogilvie, were all made prifoners, and mounted behind troopers, 
who were ready to carry them to Edinburgh. Kirkaldy was the 
author of this daring enterprize ; and if he had not been induced, 
by the ill-timed anxiety of his friends about his fafety, not 
to hazard his own perfon m conducting it, that day would 
have terminated the conteft between the two factions, and have 
reftored peace to his country. By his direction, four hundred men, 
under the command of Huntley, Lord Claud Hamilton, and Scott 
of Buccleugh, fet out from Edinburgh, and the better to conceal 
their defign, marched towards the fouth. But they foon wheeled 
to the right, and horfes having been provided for the tnfantry, rode 
ftreight to Stirling. By four in the morning, they arrived there ; 
not one fentry was pofted on the walls, nora fingle man was awake 
about the place. They met with no refiftance from any perfon they 
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Book VI. had feized, except Morton. He defending his houfe with obftinate 
“—~—— valour, they were obliged to fet it on fire, and he did not furrender 


1571. 


The Regent 
k Iled. 


Mar chofen 
Regent. 
Sept. 6, 


till forced out of it by the flames. In performing this, fome time 
was confumed ; and the private men, unaccuftomed to regular dif- 
cipline, left their colours, and began to rifle the houfes, and thops 
of thecitizens. The noife and uproar in the town reached the ca- 
ftle. The Earl of Mar fallied out with thirty foldiers ; fired brifkly 
upon the enemy, of whom almoft none but the officers kept toge- 
ther in abody. The townfmen took arms to aflift their governor; 
a fudden panic ftruck the affailants; fome fled, fome furrendered 
themfelves to their own prifoners ; and had not the borderers, who 
followed Scott, prevented a purfuit, by carrying off all the horfes 
within the place, not a man would have efcaped. If the Regent 
had not unfortunately been killed, the lofs on the King’s 
fide would have been as inconfiderable, as the alarm was great. 
Think on the archbifbop of St. Andrews, was the word among the 
Queen’s foldiers ; and Lennox fell a facrifice to his memory. The 
officer, to whom he furrendered, endeavouring to protect him, 
loft his own life in his defence. He was flain, according to the 
general opinion, by command of Lord Claud Hamilton. Kir- . 
kaldy had the glory of concerting this plan with great fecrecy, and 
prudence ; but Morton’s fortunate obftinacy, and the want of dif- 
cipline among his own troops, deprived him of fuccefs, the only 


thing wanting to render this equal to the moft applauded military 
enterprizes of the kind *. 


As fo many of the nobles were affembled, they proceeded, with- 
out delay, to the election of a Regent. Argyll, Morton, and Mar, 
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were candidates for the office. Mar was chofen by a majority of Beok VI. 
voices. Amid{t all the fierce diffentions, which had prevailed fo “~~ 
long in Scotland, he had diftinguifhed himfelf by his moderation, his ae 
humanity, and his difintereftednefs. And as his power was far in- 

ferior to Argyll’s, and his abilities not fo great as Morton’s, he was, 

for thefe reafons, lefs formidable to the other nobles. His merit, 

too, in having fo lately refcued the Leaders of the party from immi- 

nent deftruction, contributed not a little to his preferment. 


Wi e thefe things were carrying on in Scotland, the tranfaCtions 5 eaves 
in England were no lefs interefting to Mary, and ftill more fatal to in England a- 
her caufe. The parliament of that kingdom, which met in April, eee 
pafled an adt, by which, it was declared to be high treafon, to 

claim any right tothe Crown during the life of the Queen ; to affirm 

that the title of any other perfon was better than hers; or to main- 

tain that the parliament had not power to fettle, and to limit the 

order of fucceffion, This remarkable ftatute was intended not 

only for the fecurity of their own fovereign, but to curb the reftlefs 

and intriguing {pirit of the Scotch Queen, and her adherents +. 


Ar this time, a treaty of marriage between Elizabeth and the 
Duke of Anjou, the French King’s brother, was well advanced. iets ag 
Both courts feemed to defire it with equal ardor, and gave out, tween Eliza- 


with the utmoft confidence, that it could not fail of taking place. oe nud 
Neither of them, however, wifhed its fuccefs; and they encou-J" 
raged it for no other end, but becaufe it ferved to cover or to promote 

their particular defigns. The whole policy of Catherine of Medi- 

cis was bent towards the accomplifhment of her deteftable project 

for the deftruction of the Hugonot chiefs; and by carrying on a 
negotiation for the marriage of her fon with a Princefs, who was 

juftly efteemed the protectrefs of that party, by yielding fome things 


+ Camd. 436. 
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to others, fhe hoped to amufe all the Proteftants in Europe, and to 
lull afleep the jealoufy even of the Hugonots themfelves, Eliza- 
beth flattered herfelf with reaping advantages of another kind. Dur- 
ing the dependance of the negociation, the French could not with 
decency give any open afliftance to the Scotch Queen ; if they con- 
ceived any hopes of fucceis in the treaty of marriage, they would, of 
courfe, intereftthemfelves but coldly in her concerns ; Mary herfelf mutt 
be dejected with lofing an ally, whom fhe had hitherto reckoned her 
moft powerful protector ; and by interrupting her correfpondence with 
France, one fource, at leaft, of the cabals and intrigues which dif- 
turbed the kingdom, would be ftopt. Both Queens fucceeded in 
their fchemes. Catherine’s artifices impofed on Elizabeth, and 
blinded the Hugonots. The French difcovered the utmoft indif- 
ference about the intereft of the Scotch Queen; and Mary, confider- 
ing that court as already united with her rival, turned herfelf, for 
protection, towards the King of Spain*. Philip, whofe dark and 
thoughtful mind, delighted in the myftery of intrigue, had helda 
fecret correfpondence with Mary, for fome time, by means of the 
Bifhop of Rofs, and had fupplied both herfelf, and her adherents 
in Scotland, with fmall fums of money. Ridolphi, a Florentine 
gentleman, who refided at London under the character of a bank- 
er, and who acted privately as an agent for the Pope, was the perfon 
whom the Bifhop intrufted with this negociation. Mary thought 
it neceffary, likewife, to communicate the fecret to the Duke of 
Norfolk, whom Elizabeth had lately reftored to liberty, upon his 
folemn promife to have no further intercourfe with the Queen of 
Scots; which, however, he regarded fo little, that fhe took no ftep 
in any matter of moment, without his advice. She complained in 
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a long letter, which the wrote to him in cyphers, of the bafenefs, Book VI. 
with which the French court had abandoned her intereft; fhe de- —“—~" 
clared her refolution of imploring the affiftance of the Spanifh Mo- seer 
narch, which was _ now her only refource ; and recommended Ri- 

dolphi to his confidence, asa perfon, capable both of explaining, 

and of advancing the fcheme. The Duke commanded Hickford, 

his fecretary, to decypher, and then to burn this letter ; but whe- 

ther he had been already gained by the court, or refolved at that 

time to betray his mafter, he difobeyed the latter part of the order, 

and hid the letter, together with other treafonable papers, under 

the Duke’s own bed. 


Ridolphi, in a conference with Norfolk, omitted none of thofe 
‘arguments, and {pared none of thofe promifes, which are the ufual 
incentives to rebellion. The Pope, hetold him, had a great fum 
in readinefs to beftow in fo good a caufe. The Duke of Alva had 
undertaken toland ten thoufand men, not far from London. The 
Catholics to a man would rife in arms. Many of the nobles were 
tipe for a revolt, and wanted only a leader. Half the nation had 
turned their eyes on him, and expected him to revenge the unmerited 
Injuries, which he himfelf had fuffered ; and to refcue an unfor- 
tunate Queen, who offered him her perfon, and her crown, as the re- 
ward of his fuccefs. Norfolk approved of the defign, and though 
he refufed to give Ridolphi any letter of credit, allowed him to ufe 
his name, in negociating with the Pope, and Alva*. The Bifhop 
of Rofs, who, from the violence of his temper, and impatience to 
procure relief for his miftrefs, was apt to run into rafh and defpe- 
rate defigns, advifed the Duke to aflemble fecretly a few of his fol- 
lowers, and at once to feize Elizabeth’s perfon. But this the Duke 
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Book VI. rejected asa fcheme, equally wild and hazardous. Mean while, 
“—~——" the Englith court had received fome imperfect information of the 
eae by Plot, by intercepting one of Ridolphi's agents ; and an accident hap- 


Elizabeth. 
Augutlt. 


Sept. 7. 


pened, which brought to light all the circumftances of it. The Duke 
had employed Hickford to tranfmit to Lord Herreis, fome money, 
which was to be diftributed among Mary’s adherents in Scotland. 
A perfon not in the fecret was intrufted with conveying it to the bor- 
ders; and he, fufpecting it from the weight to be gold, whereas 
he had been told that it was filver, carried it directly to the privy 
council. The Duke, his domeftics, and all who were privy, Or 
could be fufpected of being privy to the defign, were taken into 
cuftody. Never did the accomplices in a confpiracy difcover lefs 
firmnefs ; or fervants betray an indulgent mafter, with greater bafe- 
nefs. Every one confeffed the whole of what he knew. Hickford 
gave directions how to find the papers, which he had hid. The 
Duke himfelf, relying at firft on the fidelity of his affociates, and 
believing all dangerous papers to have been deftroyed, confidently 
afferted his own innocence; but when their depofitions, and the 
papers themfelves were produced, aftonifhed at their treachery, he 
acknowledged his guilt, and implored the Queen’s mercy. His 
offence was too heinous, and too often repeated, to obtain pardon; 
and Elizabeth thought it neceflary to deter her fubjects, by his 
punifhment,from holding a correfpondence with the Queen of Scots, | 
or her emiffaries. Being tried by his Peers, he was found guilty of 
high treafon, and, after feveral delays, fuffered death for the 


crime *, 


Tue difcovery of this confpiracy produced many effeéts, ex- 
tremely detrimental to Mary’s intereft. The Bifhop of Rofs, who ap- 
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peared by the confeflion of allconcerned, to be the prime mover in Book VI. 
every cabal againft Elizabeth, was taken into cuftody, his papers 1671 
fearched, himfelf committed to the tower, treated with the utmoft 
rigour, threatened with capital :punifhment, and after a long con- 
finement, fet at liberty, on condition that he fhould leave the king- 

dom. Mary was not only deprived of a fervant, equally eminent 

for his zeal, and his abilities, but was denied, from that time, the 
privilege of having an ambaflador at the Englifh court. The 
Spanifh ambaflador, whom, the power and dignity of the prince 

he reprefented, exempted from fuch infults, as Rofs had fuffered, 

was commanded to leave England *. Mary herfelf was kept under 

a ftri€ter guard than formerly, the number of her domeftics 
_abridged, and no perfon permitted to fee her, but in rrefence of her 
keepers -[. 


At the fame time, Elizabeth, forefeeing the ftorm which was Elizabeth de- 
gathering, on the continent, againft her kingdom, began to with satires 
that tranquillity were reftored in Scotland ; and irritated by Mary’s 5: a 
late attempt againft her government, fhe determined to act, with." 
out difguife or ambiguity, in favour of the King’s party. This re- 

{olution fhe intimated to the leaders of both factions. Mary, fhe oa. 23. 
told them, had held fuch 4 criminal correfpondence with her 
avowed enemies, and had excited fueh dangerous confpiracies both 
again{ft her crown and life, that fhe would henceforth confider her 
as unworthy of protection, and would never confent to reftore her 
to liberty, far lefs to replace her onher throne. She exhorted them, 
therefore, to unite in acknowledging the King’s authority. She 
promifed to procure by her mediation equitable terms for thofe, 
who had hitherto oppofed it, But if they ftill continued refractory, 
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Book VI. fhe threatened toemploy her utmoft power to compel them to fub- 
-—-~——4_ mit +. Though this declaration did not produce an immediate effect ; 
tO7" though hoftilities continued in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh ,; 
though Huntly’s brother, Sir Adam Gordon, by his bravery, and 
good condut, routed the King’s adherents in the North, in many 
encounters; yet fuch an explicit difcovery of Elizabeth’s fentiments 
contributed not a little to animate one party, and to deprefs the 

fpirit and hopes of the other *. 


ore As Morton, who commanded the Regent's forces, fay at Leith, 
Hoftilitiescar- and Kirkaldy ftill held out the town and caftle of Edinburgh, fcarce 
ried on be” a day paffed without a fkirmith. And while both avoided any de- 
cifive action, they harafled each other by attacking {mall parties, 

beating up quarters, and intercepting convoys. Thefe operations, 

though little memorable in themfelves, kept the paffions of both 

factions in perpetual exercile and agitation, and wrought them up, 

at laft, to a degree of fury, which rendered them regardlefs not 

only of the laws of war, but of the principles of humanity. Nor 

was it in the field alone, and during the heat of combat, that this 
implacable rage appeared; both parties hanged the prifoners they 

took, of whatever rank or quality, without mercy, and without 

trial. Great numbers fuffered in this fhocking manner; the un- 

happy victims were led, by fifties at a time, to execution ; and it 

was not till both fides had fmarted feverely, that they difcontinued 

this barbarous practice, fo reproachful to the character of the na- 

tion-+. Mean while, thofe in the town and caftle, though they had 

received a fupply of money from the Duke of Alva |], began to 

fuffer for want of provifions. As Morton had deftroyed all the 
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-mills in the neighbourhood of the city, and had planted fmall gar- Book VI. 
rifons in all the houfes of ftrength around it, fcarcity daily increafed, <7” 
At laft all the miferies of famine were felt, and they muft have been male 
foon reduced to fuch extremities, as would have forced them to ca- 

pitulate, if the Englifh and French ambafiadors had not procured a 
fufpenfion of hoftilities, between the two parties *. 


TuouGu thenegociation for a marriage, between Elizabeth and coe 
the Duke of Anjou, had been fruitlefs, both Charles and the were land and 
defirous of concluding a defenfive alliance between the two crowns, ''#"°* 
He confidered fuch a treaty, not only as the beft device for blinding 
the Proteftants, the confpiracy againft whom was now almoft ripe 
for execution ; but as a good precaution, likewife, again{ft the dan- 
gerous confequences, to which that atrocious meafure might expofe 
him. Elizabeth, who had hitherto reigned without a fing'e ally, 
faw her kingdom now fo threatned with inteftine commotions, 
or expofed to invafions from abroad, that fhe was extremely folicitous 
to fecure the affiftance of fo powerful a neighbour. The difficul- 
ties, arifing from the fituation of the Scotch Queen, were the chief 
occafions of any delay. Charles demanded fome terms of advan. 
tage for Mary, and her adherents. Elizabeth refufed to liftten to 
any propofition of that kind. Her obftinacy overcame the faint 
efforts of the French Monarch. Mary’s name was not fo much as 
mentioned in the treaty, and with regard to Scotch affairs, a fhort Aprilar. 
article was inferted, in general and ambiguous terms, to this pur- 
pofe, “that the parties contracting fhall make no innovations in 
Scotland ; nor fuffer any ftranger to enter, and to foment the fac- 
tions there; but it fhall be lawful for the Queen of England to 
chaftife, by force of arms, thofe Scots who fhall continue to har- 
bour the Englifh rebels now in Scotland-.” In confequence of 
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this treaty, France and England affected to act in concert with re- 
gard to Scotland, and Du Croc, and Sir William Drury, appeared 
there, in name of their refpective fovereigns. By their mediation, 
a truce, for two months, was agreed upon, and during that time, 
conferences were to be held between the leaders of the oppofite 
factions, in order to accommodate their differences, and ref{tore 
peace to the kingdom. This truce afforded’ a feafonable in- 
terval of tranquillity to the Queen’s adherents in the South ; but in 
the North, it proved fatal to her intereft. Sir Adam Gordon had 
ftill maintained his reputation and fuperiority there. Several par- 
ties, under different officers, were fent againft him. Some of them 
he attacked in the field; again{ft others he employed ftratagem ; 
and as his courage and conduct were equal, none of his enterprizes 
failed of fuccefs. He made war, too, with the humanity, which 
became fo gallant a man, and gained ground by that, no lefs than 
by the terror of his arms. If he had not been obliged, by the 
truce, to fufpend his operations, he would, 1n all probability, have 
brought that part of the kingdom to fubmit entirely to the Queen’s 
authority *. | 


NoTWITHSTANDING Gordon’s bravery and fuccefs, Mary’s in- 
tereft was on the decline, not only in her own kingdom, but among 
the Englifh. Nothing could be more offenfive to that nation, jea- 
lous of foreigners, and terrified at the profpect of the Spanith yoke, 
than her negociations with the Duke of Alva, The parliament, 
which met in May, proceeded againft her as the moft dangerous 
enemy of the kingdom; and after a folemn conference between 
the Lords and Commons, both houfes agreed in bringing in a bill 
to declare her guilty of high treafon, and to deprive her of all 
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right of fucceffion to the crown. This great caufe, as it was then Book VI. 
called, occupied them during the whole feffion, and was carried 

on with much unanimity. Elizabeth, though the applauded their 12. 
zeal, and approved much of the courfe they were taking, was {a- 

tisfied with fhewing Mary what fhe might expect from the re- 

fentment of the nation; but as the did not yet think it time to pro- 

ceed to the moft violent extremity againft her, fhe prorogued the 
parliament *. 


TueEsE fevere proceedings of the Englifh parliament were not The French 
more mortifying to Mary, than the coldnefs and neglect of her allies ee her 
the French. The Duke of Montmorency, who came over to 
ratify the league with Elizabeth, made a fhew of interefting him- 
felf in her favour, but inftead of folliciting for her liberty, or her 
reftoration to her throne, all that he demanded was a flight mitiga- 
tion of the rigours of her imprifonment. And even this fmall re- 
queft, he urged with fo little warmth or importunity, that no re- 
gard was paid to it -[. 


Tue alliance with France afforded Elizabeth much fatisfaction, yy. matere 
and fhe expected from it a.great increafe of fecurity. She now turned of Paris, 
her whole attention towards Scotland, where the animofities of the 
two factions were ftill fo high, and fo many interfering interefts 
to be adjufted, that a general pacification feemed to be at a great 
diftance. But while fhe laboured to bring them to fome agree- 
ment, an event happened which filled a great part of Europe, with 
aftonifhment, and with horror. This was the maflacre of Paris; 
an attempt, to which there is no parallel inthe hiftary of mankind, 
either for the diflimulation which led to it, or for the cruelty and 
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Bock VE. barbarity, with which it was put in execution.. By the moft 
a folemn promifes of fafety and of favour, the leaders of the Pro- 

ae teftants were drawn tocourt; and though doomed to deftrudtion, 
they were received with careffes, loaded with honours, and treated, 
for feven months, with every poffible mark of familiarity, and of 
confidence. In the miJft of their fecurity, the warrant for their 
deftruction was iffued by their fovereign, on whofe word they had 
relied; and, in obedience to it, their countrymen, their fellow 
citizens, and companions, imbrued their hands in their blood, 
Ten thoufand Proteftants, without diftinction of age, or fex, or 
condition, were murdered in Paris alone. The fame barbarous or- 
ders were fent to other parts of the kingdom, and alike carnage en- 
fued. This deed, which no Popith writer, in the prefent ave, men- 
tions without deteftation, was, at that time, applauded in Spain; and 
at Rome, folemn thankfgivings were offered to God, for its fuc- 
cefs. But among the Proteftants it excited incredible horror; a 
ftriking picture of which is drawn by the French ambaffador at the 
court of England, in his account of his firft audience atter the 
maffacre. ‘‘ A gloomy forrow, fays he, fat on every face ; filence, 
as in the dead of night, reigned through all the chambers of the 
royal apartment; the ladies and courtiers were ranged on each fide, 
all clad in deep mourning, and as I paffed through them, not one 
beftowed on me acivil look, or made the leaft return to my 
falutes *.” 


Auguft 24, 


Detrimental BUT horror was not the only paffion, with which this event in- 
na ie in- fpired the Proteftants; it filled them with fear. They confidered 
it as the prelude to fome greater blow, and believed, not without 


great probability, that all the Popifh Princes had confpired the de- 
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ftruction of their fe&t. This opinion did no fmall differvice to Mary’s Book VI. 
affairs in Scotland. Many of her adherents were Proteftants ; and, a ara 
though they withed her reftoration, were not willing, however, 274: 
on that account, to facrifice the faith which they profeficd. They 

dreaded her attachment to a religion, which allowed its votaries to 

violate the moft folemn engagements, and prompted them to per- 

petrate the moft barbarous crimes. A general confederacy of the 
Proteftants feemed to them, the only thing that could uphold the 
Reformation againft the league, which was formed to overturn it. 

Nor could the prefent eftablifhment of religion be long maintain- 

ed in Britain, but by a ftri€t union with Elizabeth, and by the con- 

currence of both nations, in efpoufing the defence of it, as a 
common caufe *. 


Tue Regent took hold of this favourable conjun@ture for ne- 
gociating a general peace. And as he laboured for this purpofe, ee i” 
with the utmoft zeal, and the adverfe faction placed entire confidence oo 
in his integrity, his endeavours could fcarce have failed of bejng 
fuccefsful. Maitland and Kirkaldy came fo near to an agreement with 
him, that fcarce any thing remained, except the formality of fign- 
ing the treaty. But Morton had not forgotten the difappointment 
he met with in his pretenfions to the Regency; his abilities, his 
wealth, and the patronage of the court of England, gave him 
greater {way with the party, than even the Regent himfelf; and he 
took pleafure in thwarting every meafure purfued by him. He was 
afraid that if Maitland and his aflociates recovered any fhare in the 
adminiftration, his own influence would be confiderably diminifhed , 
and the Regent, by their means, regain that afcendant, which be- 
longed to his ftation. With him, concurred all thofe, who were 
in poffetlion of the lands, which belonged to any of the Qucen’s 
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Book VI. party. And his ambition, and their avarice, fruftrated the Re- 
(eee tana 
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ent. 
Ove. 246 


gent’s pious intentions, and retarded a bleffing fo neceffary to the 
kingdom, as the eftablifhment of peace *. 


Sucu a difcovery of the felfifhnefs and ambition, which reigned 
among his party, made a deep impreflion on the Regent, who loved his 
country, and wifhed for peace with much ardor. This inward grief 
broke his fpirit, and by degrees, brought on a fettled melancholy, 
that ended in a diftemper, of which he died on the 29th of Octo- 
ber. He was, perhaps, the only perfon in the kingdom, who 
could have enjoyed the office of Regent, without envy, and have 
left it, without lofs of reputation. Notwithftanding their mutual 
animofities, both factions acknowledged his views to be honourable, 
and his integrity to be uncorrupted +. 


No competitor now appeared againft Morton. The Queen of 
England powerfully fupported his claim, and notwithftanding the 
fears of the people, and the jealoufy of the nobles, he was elected 
Regent ; the fourth, who in the fpace of five years, had held that 
dangerous office. 


As the truce had been prolonged tothe firft of January, this gave 
him an opportunity of continuing the negociations with the oppofite 
party, which had been fet on foot by his predeceffor. They pro- 
duced no effects, however, till the beginning of the next year. 


BEForeE we proceed to thefe, fome events, hitherto untouched, 
deferve our notice. 
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Tue Earl of Northumberland, who had been kept prifoner in Book VI. 

Lochleven, ever fince his flight into Scotland in the year 1569, was 

given up to Lord Hunfdane Governor of Berwick; and being car- 57? 
ried to York, fuffered there the punifhment of his rebellion. The 

King’s party depended fo entirely on Elizabeth’s protection, that it, 

was {carce poiflible for them to refufe putting into her hands a per- 

fon who had taken up arms againft her. But as a fum of money 

was paid, on that account ; and fhared between Morton and Dou- 

glas of Lochleven, the former of whom, during his exile in Eng- 

land, had been much indebted to Northumberland’s friendfhip, the 
abandoning this unhappy nobleman, in fuch a manner, to certain 
deftruction, was deemed an ungrateful and mercenary action *. 


THis year was remarkable for a confiderable innovation in the 4 fairs of the 
government of the Church. Soon after the Reformation, the Popifh Chu" 
Bifhops being confirmed by law in pofleflion of part of their bene- 
fices, the fpiritual jurifdiction, which belonged to their order, 
was exercifed by fuperintendants, but with more moderate autho- 
rity; On the death of the archbifhop of St. Andrews, Morton ob- 
tained from the Crown a grant of the temporalities of that fee. 

But as it was thought indecent for a layman to hold a benefice, to 
which the cure of fouls was annexed, he procured Douglas, rector 
of the univerfity of St. Andrews, to be chofen archbifhop; and 
allotting him a fmall penfion out of the revenues of the fee, retained the 
remainder in hisownhands. The nobles, who faw the advantages 
they might reap from fuch a practice, fupported him in the exe- 
cution of his plan. It gave great offence, however, to the Clergy, 
who, inftead of perpetuating an order, whofe name and power was 
odious tothem, wifhed that the revenues which had belonged to it, 
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Book VI. might be employed in fupplying fuch parifhes, as were ftill un- 


(een, menage 
1572, 


provided with fettled paftors. But on the one hand, it would have 
been rath in the Clergy to have irritated, too much, noblemen, on 
whom the very exiftence of the Proteftant Church in Scotland de- 
pended; and Morton, on the other, conduéted his {cheme with 
fuch dexterity, and managed them with fo much art, that it was, 
at laft, agreed, in a Convention compofed of the leading men 
among the Clergy, together with a committee of privy council, 
‘‘that the name and office of archbifhop, and bifhop, fhould be con- 
tinued during the King’s minority, and thefe dignities be conferred 
upon the beft qualified among the Proteftant Minifters ; but that with 
regard to their fpiritual jurifdiGions, they fhould be fubject to the 
general affembly of the Church.” The rules to be obferved in 
their election ; and the perfons who were to fupply the place, and 
enjoy the privileges, which belonged to the Dean and Chapter in 
times of Popery, were likewife particularly {pecified*. And the 
whole being laid before the General Affembly, after fome exceptions 
to the names of Archbifhop, Dean, Chapter, &c, and a proteftation 
that it fhould be confidered only as a temporary conititution, till 
one more perfect could be introduced, it obtained the approbation 
of that court +. Even Knox, who was prevented from attending 
the Affembly by the ill ftate of his health, though he declaimed 
loudly againft the Simoniacal paction, to which Douglas owed his 
preferment, and blamed the nomination of a perfon, worn out 
with age and infirmities, to an office, which required unimpaired 
vigour both of body and mind, feems not to have condemned the 
proceedings of the Convention; andin a letter to the Affembly, re- 
commended fome of their regulations with re{pect to the eleétion 
of Bifhops, as worthy of being carefully obferved +. In confe- 
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quence of the Affembly’s confent to the plan agreed upon in the Book VI. 
Convention, Douglas was inftalled in his office ; and at the fame “~~ 
time, an archbifhop of Glafgow, and a bifhop of Dunkeld were oo 
chofen from among the Proteftant Clergy. They were all admitted 

to the place in parliament, which belonged to the ecclefiaftical or- 

der. But in imitation of the example fet by Morton, fuch pactions 

were made with them by different noblemen, as gave them pof- 

feffion only of a very {mall part of the revenues, belonging to their 

fees *, 


\ 


Soon after the breaking up of thisaffembly, Knox, the prime inftru- Nov. 2;. 
ment of fpreading and eftablifhing the Reformed religion in Scotland, yeaa 
ended his life, in the 67th year of his age. Zeal, intrepidity, difinter- Knox. 
eftednefs, were virtues which he poffeffed, in an eminent degree. He 
was acquainted, too, with the learning, cultivated in that age; and 
excelled in that fpecies of eloquence, which is calculated to rouze, 
and to inflame. His maxims, however, were often too fevere, and 
the impetuofity of his temper exceffive. Rigid and uncomplying 
himfelf, he fhewed no indulgence tothe infirmities of others. Re- 
gardlefs of the diftinctions of rank and character, he uttered his 
admonitions with an acrimony and vehemence, more apt to irritate, 
than to reclaim. This often betrayed him into indecent and un- 
dutiful expreffions, with refpect to the Queen's perfon and con- 
duct. Thofe very qualities, hoWever, which now rendered his 
_ character lefs amiable, fitted him to be the inftrument of Provi- 
dence for advancing the Reformation, among a fierce people, and 
enabled him to face dangers, and to furmount oppofition, from 
which, a perfon of a more gentle fpirit would have been apt to 
fhrink back, By an unwearied application to ftudy, and to bufi- 
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Book VI. nefs, as well as by the frequency and fervour of his public dif- 
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courfes, he had worn outa conftitution, naturally ftrong. During 
a lingering illnefs, he difcovered the utmoft fortitude; and met 
the approaches of death, with a magnanimity infeparable from his 
character. He was conftantly employed in aéts of devotion, and 
comforted himfelf with thofe profpects of immortality, which not 
only preferve good men from defponding, but fill them with exul- 
tation in their laft moments. The Earl of Morton, who was pre- 
fent at his funeral, pronounced his eulogium in a few words, the 
more honourable for Knox, as they came from one, whom he had 
often cenfured with peculiar feverity, “ Here lies He, who never 
feared the face of man *.” — 


TuHoucuH Morton did not defire peace from fuch generous-mo- 
tives as the former Regent, he laboured, however, in good earneft, 
to eftablifh it, The public confufions and calamities, to which he 
owed his power and importance when he was only the fecond per- 
fon in the nation, were extremely detrimental to him, now that he 
was raifed to be the firft. While fo many of the nobles continued 
in arms againft him, his authority, as Regent, was partial, feeble, 
and precarious. Elizabeth was no lefs defirous of extinguifhing 
the flame, which fhe had kindled, and kept fo long alive in Scot- 
land +. She had difcovered the alliance with France, from which 
fhe had expected fuch advantage$, to be no foundation of fecurity, 
And though the appearances of friendfhip ftill fubfitted between 
her and that court, and Charles daily renewed his prote({tations of 
inviolable adherence to the treaty, fhe was convinced, by a fatal 
example, how little fhe ought to rely on the promifes or oaths of 
that perfidious Monarch. Her ambaflador warned her that the 
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French held a fecret correfpondence with Mary’s adherents in Scot- Book VI. 
land, and encouraged them in their obftinacy*. The Duke of “~~ 
Alva carried on his intrigues in that kingdom, with lefs difgui‘e. 1573+ 
She was perfuaded that they would embrace the firft ferene interval, 

which the commotions in France and in the Netherlands would 

allow them, and openly attempt to land in Scotland. She refolved, 
therefore, to prevent their getting any footing in the ifland, and to - 

cut off all their hopes of finding any affiftance there, by uniting the 

two parties. 3 


THE fituation of Mary’s adherents gave the Regent great advan- Shai 
tage in his negociations. They were now divided into two factions, ue and 
At the head of the one, were Chatelherault, and Huntly. Mait- sa 
Jand and Kirkaldy were the leaders of the other. Their highrank, 
their extenfive property, and the numbers of their followers, 
rendered the former confiderable. The latter were indebted for 
their importance, to their perfonal abilities, and to the ftrength of 
the caftle of Edinburgh, which was in their poffeflion. The Re- 
gent had no intention to comprehend both in the fame treaty ; but 
as he dreaded that the Queen’s party, if it remained entire, would 
be able to thwart and embarafs his adminiftration, he refolved to 
divide and to weaken it, by a feparate negociation. He made the 
firft overture to Kirkaldy and his affociates, and endeavoured to 
renew the negociation with them, which, during the life of his 
predeceffor, had been broken off by his own artifices. But Kir- 
kaldy knew Morton’s views, and fyftem of government, to be 
very different from thofe of the former Regent. Maitland confider- 
ed him, asa perfonal and implacable enemy. They received re- 
peated affurances of protection from France. And though the fiege 
of Rochelle employed the French arms at that time, the fame 
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Book VE. hopes, which had fo often deceived the party, {till amufed them, and 


~~ they expected that the obftinacy of the Hugonots, would foon be 


3+ fubdued, and that Charles would then be at liberty to act with vi- 


157 


gour in Scotland. Mean while, a fupply of money was fent, and 
if the caftle could be held out till Whitfunday, effe€tual aid was 
promifed +. Maitland’s genius delighted in forming fchemes, that 
were enterprizing and dangerous ; and Kirkaldy poffeffed the intre- 
pidity, neceffary for putting them in execution, The caftle, they 
knew, was fo fituated that it might defy all the Regent’s power. 
Elizabeth, they hoped, would not violate the treaty with France, by 
{ending forces to his affiftance. And if the French fhould be able to 
land any confiderable body of men, it might be poffible to deliver 
the Queen from captivity, or at leaft to ballance the influence of 
France and England in fuch a manner, as to refcue Scotland from 


‘tthe difhonourable dependance on the latter, under which it had 


fallen, This fplendid, but chimerical project, they preferred to 
the friendthip of Morton. ‘They encouraged the negociation, how- 
ever, becaufe it ferved to gain time; they propofed, for the fame 
purpofe, that the whole of the Queen’s party fhould be compre- 
hended in it, and that Kirkaldy fhould retain the command of the 
cattle, fix months after the treaty was figned. His intereft prompted 
the Regent to reject the former ; his penetration fuggefted the dan- 
ger of complying with the latter; and all hopes of accommodation 
vanifhed |[. 


As foon as the truce expired, Kirkaldy began to fire on the city 


_.of Edinburgh, which, by the return of the inhabitants whom he 


had expelled, was devoted as zealoufly, as ever, to the King’s caufe. 
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But as the Regent had now fet on foot a treaty with Chatelherault Book VI, 


and Huntly, the ceffation of arms ftill continued with them. 


a 
1573: 


Tuey were lefs fcrupulous than the other party, and liftened Accepted by 


eagerly to his overtures. The Duke was naturally unfteady, and 
the approach of old age increafed his irrefolution, and averfion to 
action. The miferies of civil difcord had affli@ted Scotland, almoft 
five years, alength of time far beyond the duration of any former 
conteft. The war, inftead of doing fervice, had been detrimental 
to the Queen; and mofe ruinous than any foreign invafion, to the 
kingdom. In profecuting it, neither party had gained much ho- 
nour; both had fuffered great loffes ; and had exhaufted their own 
eftates, in wafting thofe of their adverfaries. ‘The commons were 
in the utmoft mifery, and longed ardently for a peace, which 
“might terminate this fruitlefs, but deftructive quarrel. 


A GREAT ftep was taken towards this defirable event, by the 


Chatelherault 
and Huntly. 


Articles of 


treaty concluded at Perth, between the Regent on one hand, the treaty. 


and Chatelherault and Huntly on the other, under the mediation of 
Killegrew, Elizabeth’s ambaffador -+-. The chief articles in it were 
thefe ; that all the parties comprehended in the treaty fhould declare 
their approbation of the Reformed religion, now eftablifhed in the 
kingdom ; that they fhould fubmit to the King’s government, and 
own Morton’s authority as Regent; that they fhould acknowledge 
every thing done in oppofition to the King, fince his coronation, 
to be illegal; that on both fides, the prifoners who had been taken 
fhould be fet at liberty, and the lands reftored to their proper 
owners; that the act of attainder pafied againft the Queen’s 


adherents fhould be repealed, and indemnity granted for all the 
crimes, of which they had been guilty fince the 15th of June 
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1567; that the treaty fhould be ratified, by the common confent 
of both parties, in parliament *. 


KrrKALDY, though abandoned by his affociates, who neither 
difcovered follicitude nor made provifion for his fafety, did 
not lofe courage, nor entertain any thoughts of accommodation +. 
And though all Scotland had now fubmitted to the King, he {till 
cefolved to defend the caftle, in the Queen’s name ; and to wait the 
arrival of the promifed fuccours. The Regent was in want of 
every thing neceflary for carrying on a fiege. But Elizabeth, who 
determined, at any rate, to bring the diffentions in Scotland to a pe- 
riod, before the French could find leifure to take part in the quarrel, 
foon afforded him fufficient fupplies. Sic William Drury marched into 
Scotland, with 1500 foot, and a confiderable train of artillery. The 
Regent joined him, with all his forces; and trenches were opened, 
and approaches regularly carried on, againft the caftle. Kirkaldy, 
though difcouraged by the lofs of a great {um of money, remitted 
to him from France, and which fell into the Regent’s hands, 
through the treachery of Sir James Balfour, the moft corrupt man 


* Crawf. Mem. 251. 


t+ Melvil, whofe brother Sir Robert was one of thofe who joined with Kirkaldy 
in the defence of the caftle, and who was himfelf ftrongly attached to their party, 
afferts that Kirkaldy offered to accept of any reafonable terms of compofition, but 
that all his offers were rejected by the Regent. Melv. 240. But as Elizabeth was, 
at that time, extremely defirous of rcftoring peace in Scotland, and her ambaffador 
Killegrew, as well as the Farl of Rothes, ufed their utmoft endeavours to perfuade 
Kirkaldy to accede to the treaty of Perth, it feems more credible to impute the 
continuance of hoftilities to Kirkaldy’s obftinacy, his diftruft of Morton, or his 
Lope of foreign aid, than to any other caufe, 

That this was really the cafe, is evident from the alive teftimony of Spotfw. 
269, 270. Camd. 448. Johnft. Hift. 3, 4. Digges, 334. Crawford’s account agrees, 
in the main, with theirs, Mem. 263. | 
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of that age, defended himfelf with bravery, augmented by defpair. Book VI. 
Three and thirty days he refifted all the efforts of the Scots and “~~~ 
_ Englifh, who puthed on their attacks, with’ courage, and with 1573: 
emulation. Nor did he demand a parly, till the fortifications were 

battered down, and one of the wells in the caftle dried up, and the 

other choaked with rubbifh. Even then, his fpirit’ was unfubdued, 

_ and he determined rather to fall glorioufly behind the laft intrench- 

ment, than to yield to his inveterate enemies. But his garrifon 

was not animated with the fame heroic and defperate refolution, 

and rifing ina mutiny, forced him to capitulate. He furrendered May 29.~ 
himfelf to Drury, who promifed, in the name of his miftrefs, that 

he fhould be favourably treated. Together with him, James Kir- 

kaldy his brother, Lord Home, Maitland, Sir Robert Melvil, a 

few citizens of Edinburgh, and about 160 foldiers were made pri- 

foners *. 


SEVERAL of the officers, who had been kept in pay during the 
war, prevailed on their men to accompany them into the Low- 
countries, and entering into the fervice of the ftates, added, by their 
gallant behaviour, to the reputation for military virtue, which has 
always been the characteriftic of the Scotch Nation. 


Tuus by the treaty with Chatelherault and Huntly, and the p.vw ofthe 
furrender of the caftle, the civil wars in Scotland were brought to eign 
a period, When we review the ftate of the nation, and com- aes 
pare the ftrength of the two factions, Mary’s partizans among 
the nobles appear, manifeftly, to have been fuperior both in num- 
bers, andin power. Butthefe advantages were more than counter- 
ballanced by others, which their antagonifts enjoyed. Political abi- 


* Cald, 2, 408, Melv, 240. Crawf, Mem. 265. 
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Book VI. ities, military fkill, and all the talents, which times of ation form, 


(es emer 


1573. 


Kirkaldy put 


to death. 


or call forth, appeared chiefly on the King’s fide. Nor could their 
enemics boaft of any man, who equalled the intrepidity of Mur- 
ray, tempered with wifdom; the profound fagacity of Morton; 
the fubtle genius, and infinuating addrefs of Maitland; or the 
fuccefsful valcur of Kirkaldy ; all which were, at firft, employed 
in laying the foundations of the King’s authority. On the one fide, 
meafures were concerted with prudence, and executed with vi- 
gour; on the other, their refulutions were rafh, and their conduct 
fecble. The pcople, animated with zeal for religion, and prompted 
by indignation againft the Queen, warmly fupported the King’s 
caufe. The Clergy threw the whole weight of their popularity into 
the fame fcale. By means of thefe, as well as by the powerful 
interpofition of England, the King’s government was finally efta- 
blifhed. Mary loft even that fhadow of fovercignty, which, amidft 
all her fufferings, the had hitherto retained among her own fub- 
jects. And as fhe was no longer permitted to have an ambaffador 
at the court of England, the only mark of dignity which fhe 
had, for fome time, enjoyed there, fhe muit henceforth be con- 


- fidered as an exile {tripped of all the enfigns of royalty; guarded 


with anxiety in the one kingdom; and totally deferted or forgotten 
in the other. 


KrrKALpy and his aflociates remained in Drury’s cuftody, and 
were treated by him with great humanity, till the Queen of Eng- 
land, whofe prifoners they were, fhould determine their fate, 
Morton infifted that they fhould fuffer the punifhment, due to their 
rebellion and obftinacy; and declared that fo Jong as they were 
allowed to live, he did not reckon his own perfon or authority fe- 
cure; and Elizabeth, without regarding Drury’s honour, or his 


promifes in her name, abandoned them to the Regent's difpofal, 
| He 
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He firft confined them to feparate prifons; and, foon after, with Book VI. 
Elizabeth’s confent, condemned Kirkaldy, and his brother, to be ““~——~. 
hanged at the crofs of Edinburgh. Maitland, who did not expec hee : 
to be treated more favourably, prevented the ignominy of a public 
execution, bya voluntary death, and ‘* ended his days, fays Melvil, 

after the old Roman fafhion *”. 


Wuite the Regent was wreaking his vengeance on the remains 
of her party in Scotland, Mary, incapable of affording them any 
relief, bewailed their misfortunes in the folitude cf her prifon. 
At the fame time, her health began ta be much impaired by con- 
finement, and want of exercife. At the intreaty of the French am- 
baflador, Lord Shrewfbury her keeper was permitted to carry her to 
Buxton-wells, not far from Tuthbury, the place of her imprifonment, 
Cecil, who had lately been created Baron of Burlcigh, and Lord 
High Treafurer of England, happened to be there at the fame 
time. And though no Minifter ever entered more warmly into the 
views of a fovercign, or gave ftronger proofs of his fidelity and at- 
tachment, than this great man, yet fuch was Elizabeth’s diftrutt 
of every perfon, who approached the Queen of Scots, that her 
fufpicions even extended to him; and while Mary juftly reckoned 
him her moft dangerous enemy, he found fome ditficulty in per- 
fuading his own miftrefs, that he was not partial to that unhappy 


Queen f. 


Tue Duke of Alva was this year recalled from the government 
of the Netherlands, where his haughty and onpprefiive adminiftras 
tion rouzed a fpirit, in attempting to fubdce which, Spain exhaufted 
itstreafures, ruined its armics, and loft its glery. Requefens, who 


* Melv. 243; t Strype, 2.248, 268. 
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Book VJ. fucceeded him, was of a milder temper, and of a lefs enterprizing 

V—~—— genius. ‘This event delivered Elizabeth from the perpetual dif- 

1573: quietude, occafioned by Alva’s negociations with the Scotch Queen, 
and his zeal for her intereft. | | 


yee: TuHouGu the kingdom was now fettled In profound peace, many 
The Regent's Of the evils, which accompany civil war, were ftill felt. The 
nee reftraints of law, which, in times of public confufion, are little re- 
odious. garded even by civilized nations, were totally defpifed by a fierce 
people, unaccuftomed to the regular adminiftration of juftice. The 
diforders in every corner of the kingdom were become intolerable ; 
and under the protection of the one, or the other faction, crimes of 
every kind were committed, with impunity. The Regent fet him- 
felf to redrefs thefe, and, by his induftry and vigour, order and fe- 
curity were re-eftablithed in the kingdom. But he loft the reputation, 
due to this important fervice, by the avarice, which he difcovered, 
in performing it; and his own exactions became more pernicious 
to the nation, than all the irregularities, which he reftrained +. 
Spies and informers were every where employed; the remem- 
brance of old offences was revived ; imaginary crimes were invented , 
petty trefpafles were aggravated; and delinquents were forced to 
compound for their lives, by the payment of exorbitant fines. At 
the fame time, the current coin was debafed *; licences were fold 


+ See Append. N@ VII. 

* The corruption of the coin, during Morton’s adminiftration, was very great. 
Although the quantity of current money coined out of a pound of Bullion, was 
gradually increafed by former princes; the ftandard or fincnefs fuffered little al- 
teration, and the mixture of alloy was nearly the fame, with what is nowufed. But 
Morton mixed a fourth part of alloy, with every pound of filver, and funk, by confe- 
quence, the value of coin, in proportion. In the year 1581, all the money coined 
by him was called in, and appointed to be recoined. The ftandard was reftored 
the fame purity as formerly. Ruddim. Pref. to Anderf. Diplom. p. 74. 
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for carrying on prohibited branches of commerce, unufual taxes were Book VI. 
Impofed on commodities ; and all the refinements in oppreffion, from. —— 
which, nations fo imperfectly polifhed as the Scots are ufually ex- 574 
empted, were put in practice. None of thefe were complained of 

more loudly, or with greater reafon, than his injuftice towards the 

Church. The thirds of benefices, out of which the Clergy re- 

ceived their fubfiftance, had been flowly and irregularly paid to col- 

lectors, appointed by the General Affembly ; and during the civil 

wars, no payment could be obtained in feveral parts of the king- 

dom. Under colour of redreffing this grievance, and upon a pro- 

mife of affigning every Minifter a ftipend within his own parifh, 

the Regent extorted from the Church the thirds to which they 

had right by law. But the Clergy, inftead of reaping any advan- 

tage from this alteration, found that payments became more irre- 

gular and dilatory than ever. Qne Minifter, with a pitiful falary, 

was commonly burdened with the care of four or five parifhes, and 

the Regent’s infatiable avarice feized on the reft of the fund *. 


Tue death of Charles IX. which happened this year, was a 
new misfortune to Mary. Henry III. who fucceeded him, had not 
the fame attachment to her perfon, and his jealoufy of the houfe of 
Guife, and obfequioufnefs to the Queen Mother, greatly alienated 
him from her intereft, 


Tue death of the Duke of Chatelherault muft likewife be ,... 
confidered as fome lofsto Mary. As the parliament had frequently January 22. 
declared him next heir to the Crown, this entitled him to great 
refpect among his countrymen, and enabled him, more than any 


* Crawf. Mem. 272. Spotfw, 273. Cald. 2. 420, 427. 
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other perfon in the kingdom, to counterballance the Regent's 
power. ‘ 


Soon after, at one of the ufual interviews between the wardens 
of the Scotch and Englifh marches, a fcuffle happened, 1n which 
the Englith were worfted; a few killed on the fpot ; and Sir James 
Forefter, the warden, with feveral gentlemen who attended him, 
taken prifoners, But both Elizabeth and the Regent were too fen- 
fible of the advantage, which refulted from the good underftanding 
that fubfifted between the two kingdoms, to allow this flight ac- 
cident to interrupt it. 


Tue domeftic tranquillity of the kingdom was in fome danger 
of being difturbed by another caufe. Though the perfons, raifed | 
to the dignity of bifhops, poffeffed very fmall revenues, and a very 
moderate degree of power, the Clergy, to whom the Regent and 
all his meafures were become extremely odious, began to be jealous 
of that order. Knowing that corruptions fteal into the Church, 
gradually, under honourable names, and upon decent pretences, . 
they were afraid that, from fuch fmall beginnings, the hierarchy 
might grow, intime, to be as powerful and oppreflive as ever. The 
chief author of thefe fufpicions was Mr. Andrew Melvil, a man, 
diftinguifhed by his uncommon erudition, by the feverity of his 
manners, and the intrepidity of his mind. But, bred up in the 
retirement of an academy, he was unacquainted with the arts of 
life; and being more attentive to the ends which he purfued, than 
to the means which he employed for promoting them, he often de- 
feated laudable defigns, by the impetuofity and imprudence with 
which he carried them on. A qucftion was moved by him in the 
affembly, “‘ whether the office of bifhop, as now exercifed in the 
kingdom, were agreeable to the word of God?” In the ecclefiaf- 
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tical judicatories, continual complaints were made of the bifhops, Book VI. 
for neglect of duty, many of which, their known remilnefs too well ———~—~ 
juftiied. The bifhop of Dunkeld, being accufed of dilapidating 1573: 
his benefice, was found guilty by the affembly. And the Regent, 

inftead of checking, connived at thefe difputes about [ccletiaftical 
covernment, as they diverted the’ zeal of the Clergy from attend- 

ing to his daily encroachments on the patrimony of the Church*, 


Tue weight of the Regent’s oppreflive adminiftration had; hi- 1576. 
therto, fallen chiefly on thofe inthe lower, and middle rank; but Hae 
he began now to take fuch fteps, as convinced the nobles, that their nobles. 
dignity would not long exempt them from feeling the effects of 
his power. Anaccident, which wasa frequent caufe of diffention 
among the Scotch nobles, occafioned a difference between the Earls 
of Argyll and Athole. A vaffal of the former had made fome de- 
predations on the lands of the latter. Athole took arms to punifh 
the offender ; Argyll, to protect him ; and this ignoble quarrel they 
were ready to decide in the field, when the Regent, by interpofing 
his authority, obliged them to diband their forces. Both of them 
had been guilty of irregularities, which, though common, were 
contrary to the letter of the law. Of thefe the Regent took advantage, 
and refolved to found on them a charge of treafon. This defien 
was revealed to the two Earls by one of Morton’s retainers. The 
common danger, to which they were expofed, compelled them 
toforget old quarrels, and to unite in a clofe confederacy, for their 
mutual defence. Their jun@ion rendered them formidable ; they 
defpifed the fummons which the Regent gave them to appear before 
acourt of juftice; and he was obliged to defift from any further 


® Cald, Affemblies, 1574, &c. Johnft. Hift. rg. 
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Book VI. profecution. But the injury he intended ae a deep impreffion, 
—~——~ and drew on him fevere vengeance *. 

1570. 

Nor was he more fuccefsful in an attempt, which he made, to 
load Lord Claud Hamilton with the guilt of having formed a con- 
foiracy againft his life. Though thofe, who were fuppofed to be 
his accomplices were feized, and tortured, no evidence of any thing 
criminal appeared ; but, on the contrary, many circumftances dif- 
covered his innocence, as well as the Regent’s fecret views, in im- 
puting to him fuch an odious defign +. 


4577. 


They turn Tue Scotch Nobles, who were almoft equal to their Monarchs 

their ey<st in power, and treated by them with much diftin@ion, obferved 

King. thefe arbitrary proceedings of a Regent, with the utmoft indigna- 
tion. The people, who under a form of government extremely 
fimple, had been little accuftomed to the burden of taxes, com- 
plained loudly of the Regent’s rapacity. And all began to turn 
their eyes towards the young King, from whom they expected the 
redrefs of all their grievances, and the return, of a more gentle, 
and more equal adminiftration. 


James’sedu- James was now in. the twelfth year of his age. The Queen, 
pofiions,  foon after his birth, had committed him to the care of the Earl of 
Mar, and during the civil wars, he had refided fecurely in the 
caftle of Stirling. Alexander Erfkin, that nobleman’s brother, 
had the chief direction of his education. Under him, was the fa- 
mous Buchanan, together with three other preceptors, the moft 
eminent, the nation afforded, for fkillin thofe {ciences, which were 


deemed neceffary for a prince. The young King fhewed an un- 


* Crawf. Mem. 285. + Crawf. Mem, 287, 
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common paffion for learning, and made great progrefs in it. And Book VI. 

the Scots fancied that they already difcovered in him, all thofe vir- Eee ag 

tues, which the fondnefs or credulity of fubje@ts ufually afcribe to oT 

princes, during their minority. But as James was ftill far from that 

age, at which, he was permitted, by law, to affume the reins of 

government, the Regent did not fufficiently attend to the fenti- 

ments of the people, nor reflect, how naturally thefe prejudices 

in his favour might encourage the King to anticipate that period. 

He not only neglected to fecure the friendfhip of thofe, who were 

about the King’s perfon, and who poffeffed his ear, but had even 

exafperated fome of them, by perfonal injuries. Their refentment py, 5 fufsici- | 

concurred with the ambition of others, in infufing into the King ous of the 
ee ; : Regent s 

early fufpicions of Morton’s power, and defigns. A King, they power. 

told him, had often reafon to fear, feldom to love a Regent. 

Prompted by ambition, and by intereft, he would endeavour to keep 

the prince in perpetual infancy, ata diftance from his fubjects, and 

unacquainted with bufinefs. A fmall degree of vigour, however, 

was fufficient to break the yoke. Subjects naturally reverence their 

Sovereign, and become impatient of the temporary and dclegated 

jurifdiction of a Regent. Morton had governed with a rigour, un- 

known to the ancient Monarchs of Scotland. The nation groaned 

under his oppreflions ; and would welcome the firft profpect of a 

milder adminiftration. At prefent, the King’s name was {fcarce 

mentioned in Scotland, his friends were without influence, and his . 

favourites without honour. But one effort would difcover Morton’s 

power to be as feeble, as it wasarbitrary. The fame attempt would 

put himfelf in poffeffion of his juft authority, and refcue the na- 

tion from intolerable tyranny. If he did not regard his own 

rights as a King, let him liften, at leaft, to the cries of his 


people *, 


* Melv. 249. _ 
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Book VI. TTuese fuggeftions made a deep impreflion on the young King, 
—-~——_ who was trained up in an opinion that he was born to command. 


1§ 
A plot form 


avant the 
Rezent. 


1579. 
March 4. 


aq His approbation of the defign, however, was of finall confequence, 


without the concurrence of the nobles. The Earls of Argyll and 
Athole, two of the moft powerful of that body, were animated 
with implacable refentment againft the Regent. To them the Ca- 
bal in Stirling-caftle communicated the plot, which was on foot ; 
and they entering warmly into it, Alexander Erfkine, who, fince 
the death of his brother, and during the minority of his nephew, 
had the command of that fort, and the cuftody of the King’s per- 
fon, admitted them fecretly into the King’s prefence. They gave 
him the fame account of the mifery of his fubjects, under 
the Regent’s arbitrary adminiftration; they complained loudly of 
the injuftice, with which themfelves had been treated ; and be- 
fought the King, as the only means for redrefling the grievances 
of the nation, to call a councilof the whole nobles. James con- 
fented, and letters were iffued, in his name, for that purpofe; but 
the two Earls took care that they fhould be fent only to thofe, who 
were known to bear no good will to Morton *. 


Tue number of thefe was, however, fo confiderable, that, on 
the day appointed, far the greater part of the nobles affembled at 
Stirling ; and fo highly were they incenfed againft Morton, that al- 
though, on receiving intelligence of Argyll and Athole’s interview 
with the King, he had made a feint as if he would refign the Re- 
gency, they advifed the King, without regarding this offer, to de- 
prive him of his office, and to take the adminiftration of govern- 
ment into his own hands, Lord Glamis the Chancellor, and 
Herreis, were appointed to fignify this refolution to Morton, who 


* Spot{w. 278. 
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was, at that time, in Dalkeith, his ufual place of refidence. No- Book VI. 
thing could equal the joy, with which this unexpected refolution era 
filled- the nation, but the furprize occafioned by the feeming ala- He rctigas his 
crity, with which the Regent defcended from fo high a ftation, vs as 
He neither wanted fagacity to forefee the danger of eiioane: nor 
inclination to keep poffeffion of an office, for the expiration of 
which, the law had fixed fo diftanta term. But all the fources, 
whence the fa¢tion, of which he was head, had derived their ftrength, 
were either failed, or now fupplied his adverfaries with the means of 
humbling him. The Commons, the city of Edinburgh, the Clergy, 
were all totally alienated from him, by his multiplied oppreffions. 
Elizabeth, having lately bound herfelf, by treaty, to fend a con- 
fiderable body of troops to the affiftance of the inhabitants of the 
Netherlands, who were ftruggting for liberty, had little Icifure to 
attend to the affairs of Scotland; and as fhe had nothing to dread 
from France, in whofe councils the princes of Lorrain had not, 
at that time, much influence, fhe was not difpleafed, perhaps, at . 
the birth of new factions in the kingdom. Even thofe nobles, 
who had long been joined with Morton in faction, or whom he 
had attached to his perfon by benefits, Glamis, Lindfay, Ruthven, 
Pitcarn the fecretary, Murray of Tillibarden Comptroller, all de- 
ferted his falling fortunes, and appeared in the council at Stirling. 
So many concurring .circum{tances convinced Morton of his own 
weaknefs, and determined him to give way to a torrent, which 
was too impetuous to be refifted. He attended the Chancellor March rz 
and Herrcis to Edinburgh; was prefent when the King’s ac- 
ceptance of the government was proclaimed; and, in the pe cic: 
of the people, Sigercncecee. to the King, all the authority, to 
which he had any claim in virtue of his office. This ceremony 
was accompanied with fuch exceflive joy and acclamations of the 
multitude, as added, no doubt, to the anguifh, which an ambi- 
tious fpirit muft feel, when compelled to renounce fupreme 

HI 2 power; 
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Pook YI. power; and convinced Morton how entircly he bad loft the affec~ 
“—~—~— tions of his countrymen. He obtained, however, from the King 


1573. 


Coutinves to . 
watch the ma-. 


tions of the 


adver{e party. 


an act, containing the approbation of every thing done by him in 
the exercife of his office, and a pardon, in the moft ample form, 
that his fear or caution could devife, of all paft offences, crimes, 
and treafons. ‘The nobles, who adhered to the King, bound them- 
felves, under a great penalty, to procure the ratification of this act, 
in the firft parliament *. 


A counciy of twelve nobles was appointed to affift the King, 
in the adminiftration of affairs. And Morton, deferted by his own 
party, and unable to ftruggle with the faction, which governed ab- 
folutely at court, retired to one of his feats, and feemed to enjoy 
the tianquillity, and to be occupied only in the amufements, of a 
country life. His mind, however, was deeply difquieted with all 
the uneafy reflections, which accompany difappointed ambition; 
and intent on fchemes for recovering his former grandeur. Even 
in this retreat, which the people called the Lyon’s-den, his wealth 
and abilities rendered him formidable. And the new Counfellors 
were fo imprudent as to rouze him, by the precipitancy with 
which they haftened to ftrip him ofall remains of power. They 
required him to furrender the caftle of Edinburgh, which was ftill 
in his poffeffion, He refufed at firft to do fo, and began to prepare 
for its defence; but the citizens of Edinburgh having taken 
arms, and repulfed a part of the garrifon, which was fent out to 
suard a convoy of provifions, he was obliged to give up that im- | 
portant fortrefs, without refiftance. ‘This encouraged his adverfa- 
ries to call a parliament to meet at Edinburgh, and to multiply 
their demands upon him, in fuch a manner, as convinced him 


* Spotfw. 278. Crawf. Mem. 289. Cald, 2. 522. 
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that nothing lefs than his utter ruin would fatisfy their inveterate Boox VI. 
hatred. a 
| 1575. 


THEIR power and popularity, however, began already to decline. 
The Chancellor, the ableft and moft moderate man in the party, 
having been killed at Stirling, in an accidental rencounter be- 
tween his followers, and thofe of the Earl of Crawford; A- 
thole, who was appointed his fucceffor in that high office, the 
Earls of Eglinton, Cathnefs, and Lord Ogilvie, all the prime 
favourites at court, were either avowed papifts, or fufpected of lean- 
ing to the opinions of that fect. In an age, when the return of 
Popery was, fo much, and fo juftly, dreaded, this gave univerfal 
alarm. And as Morton had always treated the papifts with rigour, 
this unfeafonable indulgence made all zealous Proteftants remem- 
ber that circumftance in his adminiftration, with great praife *, 


Morton, to whom none of thefe particulars were unknown, een: 
thought this the proper juncture for fetting to work the inftru- former au- 
ments, which he had been preparing. Having gained the confie “°'% — 
dence of the Earl of Mar, and of the Countefs his mother, he 
infinuated to them that Alexander Erfkine had formed a plot to de- 
prive his nephew of the government of Stirling caftle, and the cuf- 
tody of the King’s perfon ; and eafily induced an ambitious woman, 
and a youth of twenty, to employ force to prevent this fuppofed 
injury. The Earl repairing, fuddenly, to Stirling, and being ad- 
mitted, as ufual, into the caftle with his attendants, feized the 
gates early in the morning, and turned out his uncle, who dreaded 
no danger from his hands. The foldiers of the garrifon fubmitted 
tohim as their governor, and, with little danger, and no effufioa 


April 26. 


* Spotlw. 283, 
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Book VI. of blood, he became mafter both of the King’s perfon, and the 


—~v— fortrefs *. 
1578. 


May 24. 


An event fo unexpected occafioned great confternation. And 
though Morton’s hand did not appear in the execution, he was 
univerfally believed to be the author of the attempt. The new 
Counfellors faw it to:be neceffary, for their own fafety, to change 
their meafures, and inftead of purfuing him with fuch implacable 
refentment, to enter into terms of accommodation with an adver- 
fary, ftill fo capable of creating them trouble. Four were named, 
on each fide, to adjuft their differences. ‘They met not far from 
Dalkeith. And when they had brought matters near a conclufion, 
Morton, who was too fagacious not to improve the advantage, 
which their fecurity and their attention to the treaty afforded him, 
fet out in the night-time for Stirling, and having gained Murray of 
Tillibardin, Mar’s uncle, was admitted by him into the caftle ; 
and managing matters there with his ufual dexterity, he had foon 
more the command of the fort, than the Earl himfclf. He was 
likewife admitted to a feat in the privy council, and acquired the 
fame afcendant in it -. 


As the time appointed for the meeting of parliament at Edin- 
burgh now approached, this gave him fome anxiety. He was 
afraid of carrying the young King to acity, whofe inhabitants were 
fo much at the devotion of the adverfe faCtion. Tle was no lefs 
unwilling to leave James behind at Stirling. In order to avoid this 
dilemma, he iffued a proclamation, in the King’s name, changing 
the place of meeting from Edinburgh to Stirling caftle. This, 
Athole and his party reprefented as a ftep altogether unconftitutional. 


* Cald. 2. 535. t+ Cald. 2.536. 
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The King, faid they, is Morton’s prifoner ; the pretended Coun- Boox VI. 


fellors are his flaves; a parliament, to which all the nobles mayres ve 
pair without fear, and where they may deliberate with freedom, is 1578. 
abfolutely neceffary for fettling the nation, after diforders of fuch 

long continuance. But inan afflembly, called contrary to all form, 

- held within the walls of a garrifon, and overawed by armed men, 

what fafety could members expect? what liberty could prevail in 
debate ? or what bencfit refult to the public? The parliament met, July 2s. 
however, on the day appointed, and notwithftanding the protefta- 

tion of the Earl of Montrofe and Lord Lindfay, in name of their 

party, proceeded to bufinefs. The King’s acceptance of the go- 
vernment was confirmed; the act granted to Morton, for his fe- 

curity, ratified; fome regulations, with regard to. the numbers and 
authority of the privy council, were agrced upon; and a penfion 

for life granted to the Countefs of Mar, who had been fo inftru- 
mental in bringing about the late revolution *. 


Meanwhile, Argyll, Athole, and their followers, took arms, 5 AesyllanaeAs 
upon the f{pecious pretence of refcuing the King from captivity, and thole take 
the kingdom from oppreffion. ee himfelf, impatient of the a ou 
fervitude in which he was held, by aman whom he had long been 
taught to hate, fecretly encouraged their enterprize; though, at the 
fame time, he was obliged not only to difavow them in public, but 
to levy forces againft them, and even to declare, by proclamation, 
that he was perfectly free from any conftraint, cither upon his per- 
fon, or his will. Both fides quickly took the field. Argyll and 
Athole were at the head of 7ooo men; the Earl of Angus, Mor- 
ton’s nephew, met them with an army 5oo0¢ firong; neither party, Avguft 11. - 
however, was eager to engage. Morton aiteuited the fidclity of 


* Cald. 2. 547. Parl. V. Jac. VI. 
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his own troops. The two Eatls were fenfible that a fingle victory, 
however compleat, would not be decifive ; and as they were in no 
condition to undertake the fiege of Stirling caftle, where the hing 
was kept, their ftrength would foon be exhaufted, while Morton’s 
own wealth, and the patronage of the Queen of England, might 
furnifh him with endlefs refources. By the mediation of Bowes, 
whom Elizabeth had fent into Scotland to negociate an accommo- 
dation between the two factions, a treaty was concluded, in confe- 
quence of which, Argyll and Athole were admitted into the King’s 
prefence; fome of their party were added to the privy council; and 
a Convention of nobles called, in order to bring ail remaining dif- 
ferences to an amicable iffue *. 


So foon as James affumed the government into his own hands, 
he difpatched the abbot of Dunfermling to inform Elizabeth 
of that event; to offer to renew the alliance between the two 
kingdoms ; and to demand pofleffion of the eftate, which had latcly 
fallen to him, by the death of his grandmother, the Countefs of 
Lennox. That Lady’s fecond fon had left one daughter, Arabella 
Stewart, who was born in England. And as the chief obje€tion 
againft the pretenfions of the Scotch line to the crown of England, 
was that maxim of Englifh law, which excludes aliens from any 
right of inheritance within the kingdom, Elizabeth, by granting 
this demand, would have eftablithed a precedent in James’s favour, 
that might have been efteemed decifive, with regard to a point, 
which it had been her conitant care to keep undecided. Without 
fuffcring this delicate qucftion to be tried, or allowing any new 
lizht to be thrown oa that, which fhe confidered as the great myftery 
of her reign, flie commanded the rents of the eftate to be fequcf- 


* Crawf. Mcm. 307. 
tered 


tered by Lord Burleigh, mafter of the wards; and by this method Book VI. 
of proceeding, gave the Scotch King early warning how neceffary “~~ 
it would be to court her favour, if ever he hoped for fuccefs in 1578. 


claims of greater importance, but equally liable to be contro- 
verted +. 


AFTER many delays, and with much difficulty, the contending 1579. 
nobles were at laft brought to fome agreement. But it was follow- 
ed by a tragical event. Morton, in token of reconcilement, hav- 
ing invited the leaders of the oppofite party to a great entertainment, 
Athole the Chancellor was, foon after, taken ill, and died within 
afew days. The fymptoms and violence of the difeafe gave rife 
to {trong fufpicions of his being poifoned, And though the phyfi- 
cians, who opened his body, differed in opinion as to the caufe of the 
diftemper, the Chancellor’s relations publickly accufed Morton of 
that odious crime. And the advantage which vifibly accrued to 
him, by the removal of a man of great abilities, and averfe from all 
his meafures, was fufficient proof of his guilt to the people, who 
are ever fond of imputing the death of eminent perfons to extra- 
ordinary caufes *. 


April 24, 


Tue office of Chancellor was beftowed upon Argyll, whom this ete ae 
preferment reconciled, in a great meafure, to Morton’s adminiftra- ings againt 
tion. He had now seeausied all the authority he poffeffed during ater 2 
his Regency, and had entirely broken, or bafHed, the power and 
cabals of his enemies. None of the great families remained to be 
the objects of his jealoufy, or to obftruct his defigns, but that of 
Hamilton. The Earl of Arran, the eldeft brother, had never reco- 


vered the fhock, which he received from the ill fuccefs of his paf- 


+ Camd. 461. * Spotlw. 306. 
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Eook WI. fion for the Queen, andhad now altogether loft his reafon. Lord 
—Y~—~ John, the fecond brother, was in poffeflion of the family eftate, Lord 
1379: Claud was Commendator of Paifley; both of them young men, 
ambitious, and enterprizing. Morton dreaded their influence in 

the Kingdom ; the courtiers hoped to {hare their {poils among them 3 

and as all Princes naturally view their fucceflors with Jealoufy and 

hatred, it was eafy to infufe thefe paffions into the mind of the young 

King. A pretence was at hand to juftify the moft violent proceed- 

ings. The pardon, {tipulated in the treaty of Perth, did not ex. 

tend to thofe, who were acceffary.to the murder of the Regents 
Murray, or Lennox. Lord John and his brother were fufpected 

of being the authors of both thefe crimes, and had been included 


In a general act of attainder on that account. Without fummoning 


thei to trial, or examining a fingle witnefs to prove the charge, 
this attainder was now thought fufficient to fubje@ them to al] the 
penalties, which they would have incurred by being formally convicted, 
The Earls of Morton, Mar, and Fglinton, together with the Lords 
Ruthven, Boyd, and Cathcart, received a commifiion to feize their 
perfons and eftates. Ona few hours warning, a confiderable bod 

of troops was ready, and marched towards Hamilton, in hoftile 
array. Happily, the two brothers made their cfcape, thouch with 
great difficulty. But their lands were confifcated. The caftles of 
Hamilton and Draffan befiezed; thofe who defended them punifh- 
ed. The Earl of Arran, though capable, from his fituation, 
_of committing any crime, was involved, by a thameful abufe of 
law, in the common ruin of his family; and as if he, too, could have 
been guilty of rebellion, confined a clofe prifoner. Thefe pro- 


ceedings, fo contrary to the fundamental principles of juftice, were 
all ratified in the fubfequent parliament * | 


* Crawf, Mem. 311. Spotfw. 306, 
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AxouT this time Mary fent, by Naué her fecretary, a letter toBook VI. 
her fon, together with fome jewels of value, and a veft embroidered WY 
with her own hands. But as fhe gave him only the title of Prince 1579: 
of Scotland, the meflenger was difmiffed, without being admitted 
into his prefence *. 


Tuoucu Elizabeth had, at this time, no particular reafon to fear Negociations 
any attempt of the Popifh Princes, in Mary’s favour, fhe ftill con- a ee 
: as : ma etween hh. 
tinued to guard her with the fame anxious care. The acquifition ens ee 

tne ce O 
of Portugal, on the one hand, and the defence of the Netherlands, Aca. 
on the other, fully employed the councils and arms of Spain. 

France, torn in pieces by inteftine commotions, and under a weak 


and capricious prince, defpifed and diftrufted by his own fubjects, 


 was.in no condition to difturb its neighbours. Elizabeth had long 


amufed that court by carrying ona treaty of marriage with the 
Duke of -Alencon, the King’s brother. But whether, at the age 
of forty five, fhe really intended to marry a Prince of twenty? whe- 
ther the pleafure of being flattered and courted, made her liften to the 
addreffes of fo younga lover, whom fhe allowed to vifit her at two 
different times, and treated with the moft diftinguifhing refpect? 
or whether confiderations of intereft, predominated in this, as 
well as in every other tranfaction of her reign, are problems in 
hiftory, which we are not concerned to refolve? During the pro- 
grefs of this negociation, which was drawn out to an extraordinary 
length, Mary could expect no affiftance from the French court, 
and feems to have held little correfpondence with it. And there 
was no period in her reign, whercin Elizabeth enjoyed more perfect 


fecurity. 


™ 


* Crawf, Mem, 314. 
> _ Ta Mor TON 


60 


Boox VI. 
1 SJV/ 


Two favour- 
ites gain an 
afcendant over 
James. 


September 8. 


THE HISTORY 


Morton feems, at this time, to have been equally fecure; but 
his fecurity was not fo well founded. He had _ weathered 
out one ftorm, had crufhed his adverfaries, and was again in pof- 
feffion of the fole direction of affairs. But as the King was now 
of an age, when the character and difpofitions of the mind begin 
to unfold themfelves, and to become vifible, the fmalleft attention 
to thefe might have convinced him, that there was reafon to expect 
new and more dangerous attacks on his power. James early dif- 
covered that exceffive attachment to favourites, which accompanied 
him through his whole life. This paflion, which naturally arifes 
from inexperience, and youthful warmth of heart, was, at his 
age, far from being culpable; nor could it well be expected that 
the choice of the objects, on whom he placed his affections, fhould 
be made with great fkill. The moft confiderable of them, was 
Efme Stewart, a native of France, and fon of a fecond brother 
of the Earl of Lennox. He was diftinguifhed by the title of Lord 
D’Aubigné, an eftate in France, which defcended to him from his 
anceftors, on whom it had been conferred, 1n reward of their va- 
lour, and fervices to the French crown. He arrived in Scotland, 
about this time, on purpofe to demand the eftate and title of Len- 
nox, to which he pretended a legal right. He was received, at firft, 
by the King, with the refpect due to fo neara relation. The 
gracefulnefs of his perfon, the elegance of his drefs, and his 
courtly behaviour, made a great impreffion on James, who, even 
in his more mature years, was little able to refift thefe frivolous 
charms; and his affection flowed with its ufual rapidity, and pro- 
fufion.. Within a few days after Stewart’s appearance at court, he 
was created Lord Aberbrothock, foon after Earl, and then Duke of 
Lennox, Governor of Dumbarton caftle, Captain of the guard, 
firft Lord of the bedchamber, and Lord High Chamberlain. At 
the fame time, and without any of the envy, or interference, 


which 
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which is ufual among candidates for favour, Captain James Stewart, Book VI. 
the fecond fon of Lord Ochiltree, grew into great confidence. But “Ge 
notwithftanding this union, Lennox and Captain Stewart were per- 

fons of very oppofite characters. The former was naturally gentle, 

humane, candid; but unacquainted with the ftate of the country, 

and mifled, or mifinformed by thofe, whom he trufted; not un. 

worthy to be the companion of the young King, in his amufe- 

ments, but utterly difqualified for acting as a Minifter, in directing 

his aftairs. The latter was remarkable for all the vices, which 

render a man formidable to his country, and a pernicious counfel- 

lor to his Prince; nor did he poflefs any one virtue, to counterba- 

lance thefe vices, unlefs dexterity in conducting his own defigns, 

and an enterprizing courage, fuperior to the fenfe of danger, may 

pafs by thatname. Unreftrained by religion, regardlefs of decency, 

and undifmayed by oppofition, he aimed at objects, feémingly un- 
attainable ; but under a Prince, void of experience, and blind to 

all the defeéts of thofe, who had gained his favour, his audacity 

was fuccefsful ; and honours, wealth, and power, were the reward 

of his crimes. | 


Boru the favourites concurred in employing their whole addrefs, They tabour 
to undermine Morton’s credit, which alone obftructed their full to undermine 
poffefion of power. And as James had been bred up with an aver- thority. 
fion for»that nobleman, who endeavoured rather to maintain the 
authority of a Tutor, than to act with the obfequioufnefs of a Mi- 
nifter, they found it no difficult matter to accomplifh their defign, 

Morton, who could no longer keep the King fhut up within the 
walls of Stirling caftle, having called a parliament to meet at Edin=- ogober 17: 
burgh, brought him thither. James made his entry into the capi- 


tal, with great folemnity ; the citizens received him with the loudeft 
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acclamations of joy, and with many expenfive pageants, according 
tothe mode of that ave. After a long period of thirty feven years, 
during which, Scotland had been fubjected to the delegated power 
of Regents, or to the fecble government of a woman, and had 
fuffered all the miferies of civil war, and felt the infolence of foreign 
armies, the nation rejoiced to fee the {ccpter once more in the hands 
of a King; and fond even of that fhadow of authority, which a 
Prince of fifteen could poficls, they flattered themfelves, that union, 
order, and tranquillity would now be remored to the kingdom. 
James opened the parliament with extraordinary pomp, but no- 
thing remarkable paffed in it. 


TuEsE demonftrations, however, of the pcople’s love and attach- 
ment to their Sovereign, encouraged the favourites to continue their 
infinuations againft Morton; and as the King now refided in the 
palace of Haly-rud-houfe, to which all his fubjects had accefs, the 
cabal againft the Earl grew daily ftronger, and the intrigue, which 
occafioned his fall, ripened gradually. 


Morton began to be fenfible of his danger, and endeavoured to 
put a ftop to the carreer of Lennox’s preferment, by reprefenting 
him as a formidable enemy to the Reformed Religion, a fecret | 
agent in favour of Popery, anda known emiflary of the houfe of 
Guife. The Clergy, apt to believe every rumour of #his kind, 
{pread thealarm among the people. But Lennox, either out of 
complaifance to his mafter, or convinced by the arguments of fome 
learned Divines, whom the King appointed to inftruét him in the 
principles of the Proteflant Religion, publicly renounced the errors 
of Popery, in the Church of St. Giles, and declared himfelf a mem- 
ber of the Church of Scotland, by figning her Confeffion of Faith, 

This, 
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This, though it did not remove all fufpicions, nor filence fome Book VI. 


zealous preachers, abated, in a great deerce, the force of the ac- areal 
: IO 
cufation *. 5 


On the other hand, a rumour prevailed that Morton was pre- 
paring to feize the King’s perfon, and to carry him into England, 
Whether defpair of maintaining his power, by any other means, had 
driven him to make any overture of that kind to the Englith court, 
or whether it was a calumny, invented by his adverfaries to render 
him odious, cannot now be determined with certainty. As he declared 
at his death, that fuch a defign had never entered into his thoughts, 
the latter feems to be moft probable. It afforded a pretence, how- 
ever, for reviving the cflice of Lord Chamberlain, which had 
been, for fome time, difufed. That honour was conferred on 
Lennox. Alexander Erfkine, Morton’s capital enemy, was his 
deputy; they had under them a band of Gentlemen, who were ap- 
pointed con{tantly to attend the King, ‘and to guard his perfon -f. 


Morton was not ignorant of what his enemies intended to in- py, ahen er 
finuate, by fuch unufual precautions for the King’s fafety, And as ferctss in his 
his laft refource, applied to Elizabeth, whofe protection had often 
{tood him in ftead, in his greateft difiiculties. In confequence of 
this application, Bowes her Envoy accufed Lennox of practices 
again{t the peace of the two kingdoms, and infifted, in her name, 
that he fhould inftantly be removed from the privy council. Such 
an unprecedented demand was confidcred, by the Counfellors, as an 
affront to the King, andan encroachment on the independency of 
the kingdom, They afiected to call in queftion the Envoy’s powers, 
and upon that pretence, refufed him farther audience. He retired 


.* Crawf. Mem. 319. Spotfw. 308. + Crawf. Mem. 320. . 
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in difguft, and without taking leave; Sir Alexander Home was 
fent to expoftulate with Elizabeth on the fubject. After the treat- 
ment, which her Envoy had received, Elizabeth thought it below 
her dignity to admit Home into her prefence. Burleigh, to whom 
he was commanded to impart hiscommiffion, reproached him with 
his Mafter’s ingratitude towards a benefactrefs, who had placed the 


- crown on his head, and required him to advife the King to beware 


Morton accu- 
fed of the 
murder of the 
late King. 


of facrificing the friendfhip of fo neceffary an ally, to the giddy 
humours of a young man, without experience, and ftrongly fuf- 
pected of principles, and attachments, incompatible with the hap- 
pinefs of the Scotch nation. 


Tus accufation of Lennox haftened, in all probability, Mor- 
ton’s fall. The act of indemnity, which he had obtained when | 
he refigned the Regency, was worded with fuch fcrupulous exactnefs, 


as almoft fcreened him from any legal profecution. The murder 


December 30. 


of the late King was the only crime, which could not, with de- 
cency, be inferted in a pardon, granted by his fon. Here Morton 
ftill lay open to the penalties of the law. And Captain Stewart, 
who fllunned no action, however defpcrate, if it led to power, or 
to favour, entered the council-echamber, while the King and nobles 
were afflembled, and falling on his knees, accufed Morton of being 
acceflary, or according to the language of the Scotch law, art and part, 
in the confpiracy again{t the life of his Majefty’s father, and offer- 
ed, under the ufual penalties, to verify this charge by legal evi-. 
dence. Morton, who was prefent, heard this accufation with 
firmnefs; and replied with a difdainful {mile, proceeding cither from 
contempt of the infamous character of his accufer, or from con- 
{cioufnefs of his own innocence, “ that his known zeal, in punith- 
ing thofe who were fufpected of that deteftable crime, might well 

exeinpt 
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exempt himfelf from any fufpicion of being acceffary to it, never- Book VI. 
thelefs, he would cheerfully fubmit to a trial, either in that 
place, or in any other court, and doubted not but his own inno- 
cence, and the malice of his enemies, would then appear in the 
cleareft light. Stewart, who was ftill on his knees, began to en- 
quire how he would reconcile his beftowing fo many honours on 
Archbald Douglas, whom he certainly knew to be one of the 
murtherers, with his pretended zeal again{ft that crime. Morton 
was ready toanfwer. But the King commanded both of them to 
be removed. The Earl was confined, firftof all, tohisown houfe, 1581, 
and then committed to the caftle of Edinburgh, of which Alex- january 2: 
ander Erfkine was Governor; and as if it had not been a fufficient 
' indignity to fubject him to the power of one of his enemies, he was, 
foon after, carried to Dumbarton, of which Lennox had the com- 
mand. A warrant was, likewife, iffued for apprehending Arch- 
bald Douglas, but he, having received timely intelligence of the 
approaching danger, fled into England *. 


1580. 


January 18. 


Tue Earl of Angus, who imputed thefe violent proceedings not 
to hatred againft Morton alone, but to the ancient enmity between 
the houfes of Stewart and of Douglas, and who believed that a 
confpiracy was now formed for the deftruction of the whole name, 
was ready to take arms in order to refcue his kinfman. But Mor- 
ton abfolutely forbad any fuch attempt, and declared that he would 
rather fuffér ten thoufand deaths, than bring an imputation on his 
own character by feeming to decline a trial +. 


* Crawf. Mem, 323. + Johnft. 64. Spotf. 311. 
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Book VI. Exizaspetu did not fail to interpofe, with warmth, in behalf of 
“~~~ aman, who had contributed fo much to preferve her influence over 


IcO]. : . 
oe Scotland. The late tranfactions in that kingdom had given her 


meafures in 
order to fave 
him. pendant of her was dangerous; the treatment her ambafladors had 


met with, differed greatly from the refpect, with which the Scots 
were in ufe to receive her Minifters; and the attack now made on 
Morton fully convinced her, that there was an intention to fow the 


great uneafinefs. The power which Lennox had acquired inde- 


feeds of difcord between the two nations, and to icduce James into 
a new alliance with France, or into a marriage with fome Popith 
Princefs. Full of thefe apprehenfions, fhe ordered a confiderable 
body of troops to be affembled on the borders of Scotland, and def- 
patched Randolph as her ambaffador into that Kingdom. He ad- 
dreffed himfelf not only to James, and to his council, but toa Con- 
vention of eftates met at that time. He began with enumerating 
the extraordinary benefits which Elizabeth had conferred on the 
Scotch nation: That without demanding a fingle foot of land for 
herfelf, without encroaching on the liberties of the kingdom in the 
fmalleft article, fhe had, at the expence of the blood of her fub- 
jects, and the treafures of her Crown, refcued the Scots from the 
dominion of France, eftablifhed among them true Religion, and 
put them in poffeffion of their ancient rights: That from the begin- 
ning fhe had protected thofe, who efpoufed the King’s caufe,: and 
by her affiftance alone, the Crown was preferved on his head, and 
all the attempts of the adverfe faction bafHed: That an union, 
unknown to their anceftors, but equally beneficial to both king- 
doms, had fubfifted for a long period of years, and though fo many 
Popifh Princes had combined to difturb this happy ftate of things, 
her care, and their conftancy, had hitherto defeated all thefe efforts : 
That fhe had obferved, of late, an unufual coldnefs, diftruft, and 


I eftran ge- 
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eftrangement, in the Scotch Council, which fhe could impute to Book VI. 
none but to Lennox, a fubject of France, a retainer to the houfe —~—~ 
of Guile, bred up in the errors of Popery, and {till fufpected of neem 
favouring that fuperftition. Not fatisfied with having mounted fo 

faft to fuch an uncommon height of power, which he exercifed 

with all the rafhnefs of youth, and all the ignorance of a ftranger 5 

nor thinking it enough to have deprived the Earl of Morton of the 
authority, due to his abilities, and experience, he had confpired 

the ruin of that nobleman, who had often expofed his life in the 

King’s caufe, who had contributed more than any other fubject to 

place him on the throne, to refift the encroachments of Popery, and 

to preferve the union between thetwo kingdoms. If any zeal for 
religion remained among the nobles of Scotland, if they wifhed for 

the continuance of amity with England, if they valued the pri- 

vileges of their own order, he called upon them, in the name of 

his Miftrefs, to remove fuch a pernicious counfellor as Lennox 

from the prefence of the young King, to refcue Moiton out of the 

hands of his avowed enemy, and fecure to him the benefit of a fair 

and impartial trial. And if force were neceflary towards accom- 
plithing a defign, fo falutary to the King and kingdom, he promifed 

them the protection of his Miftrefs in the enterprize, and what- 

ever affiftance they fhould demand either of men or money *. 


Bur thefe extraodinary remonftrances, accompanied with fuch 
an unufual appeal from the King to his fubjects, were not the only 
means employed by Elizabeth, in favour of Morton, and againft 
Lennox. She perfuaded the Prince of Orange to fend an agent” 
into Scotland, and under colour of complimenting James on account 


* Cald. 3.6. Strype, 2. 621. 
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Book VI. of the valour, which many of his fubje€&ts had difplayed in the 


fervice of the States, to enter into a long detail of the reftlefs en- 
terprizes of the Popifh Princes againft the Proteftant Religion ; 
to befeech him to adhere inviolably to the alliance with England, 
the only barrier which fecured his kingdom againft their dangerous 
cabals ;.and above all things, to diftruft the infinuations of thofe, 
who endeavoured to weaken or to diffolve that union between the 
Britifh nations, which all the Proteftants in Europe beheld with fo 
much pleafure *. 


1581. 


James deters  JAMEs’s Counfellors were too intent upon the deftruction of 
ee their enemy to liften to thefe remonftrances. The officious inter- 
him. pofition of the Prince of Orange, the haughty tone of Elizabeth’s 
mefiage, and fo avowed an attempt to excite fubjects to rebel 
again{t their Sovereign, were confidered as unexampled infults on 
the Majefty and independance of a crowned head. A general and 
evafive anfwer was given to Randolph. James prepared to affert 
his own dignity with fpirit. All thofe fufpected of favouring Morton 
were turned out of office, fome of them were required to furrender 
themfelves prifoners ; the fencible men throughout the kingdom were 
commanded to take arms; and troops were levied, and pofted on 
the borders. The Englifh ambaffador, finding that neither the 
public manifefto which he had delivered to the Convention, nor his 
private cabals with the nobles, could excite them to arms, fled in 
the night-time out of Scotland, where libels againft him had been 
daily publifhed, and even attempts made upon his life. In both 
kingdoms every thing wore an hoftile afpeé&t. But Eliza- 
beth, though fhe wifhed to have intimidated the Scotch King by 


* Cald. 3. 9. 
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her preparations, had no inclination to enter intoa war with him, Book VI: 
and the troops on the borders, which had given fuch umbrage, “~~ 

7 1581. 
were foon difperfed *. 


THE greater folicitude Elizabeth difcovered for Morton’s fafety, 
the more eagerly did his enemies drive on their fchemes for his 
deftruction. Captain Stewart his accufer was firft appointed Tutor 
to the Earl of Arran, and foon after both the title and eftate of his 
unhappy ward, to which he advanced fome frivolous claim, were 
conferred upon him. The new made Peer was commanded to 
conduct Morton from Dumbarton to Edinburgh, and, by that 
choice, the Earl was not only warned what fate he might expect, 
but had the cruel mortification of feeing his mortal enemy already 
loaded with honours, in reward of the malice with which he had 


contributed to his ruin. 


Tne records of the court of ju/ciary at this period are loft. The _ 
account which our hiftorians give of Morton’s trial is inaccurate and es. 
unfatisfactory. The whole proceedings feem to have been violent, &: 
irregular, and oppreffive. Arran, in order to extort evidence, tor- 
tured feveral of the Earl’s domeftics with unufual cruelty. During 
the trial, great bodies of armed men were drawn up in different 
parts of the city. The jury was compofed of the Earl’s known 
enemies ; and though he challenged feveral of them, his objections 
were overruled. After a fhort confultation, his peers found him 
~ guilty of concealing, and of being art and part in, the conf{piracy 
againit the life of the late King. The firft part of the verdiat did 
not furprize him, but he twice repeated the words art and part with 


* Crawf, Mem. 328. Strype, 2. App. 138. 
fome 
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Book VI. fome vehemence, and added, God knows it is not fo. The doom, 


eae ma ame 
1501. 


His death. 


which the law decrees againft a Traitor, was pronounced.’ The 
King, however, remitted the cruel and ignominious part of the fen- 
tence, and appointed that he fhould fuffer death next day, by being 
beheaded *. 


Durinea that awful interval, Morton poffeffed the utniot com- 
pefure of mind. He fupped cheerfully ; flept a part of the nicht, 
in his ufual manner ; and employed the reft of his time in relicious 
conferences, and in acts of devotion, with fome Nlinifters of the 
city. The Clergymen who attended him, dealt freely with his con- 
{cience, and preffed his crimes home upon him. What he con- 
fcfled with regard to the crime for which he fuffered is remarka- 
ble, and fupplies, in fome meafure, the imperfection of our records. 
He acknowledged, that on his return from England after the death 
of Rizio, Bothwell hid informed him of the con{piracy againft the 
King, which the Queen, as he told him, knew of and approved ; 
that he follicited him to concur in the execution of It, which, at 
that time, he abfolutely declined ; that, foon after, Bothwell him- 
felf, and Archbald Douglas, in his name, renewing their follicitations 
to the fame purpofe, he had required a warrant, under the ueen’s 
hand, authorizing the attempt, and as that had never been produced, 
he had refufed to be any farther concerned in the matter, « But, 
“€ continued he, as I neither confented to this treafonable a@, nor. 
** affifted in the committing of it, fo it was impoffible for me to 
reveal, or to prevent it. To whom could I make the difcovery ? 
‘ ‘The Queen was the author of the enterprize, Darnly was fuch 
** achangcling, that no fecret could be fafely communicated to him. 


«Cc 
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« Huntly acd Jvcascil, who bore the chief fway in the kingdom, Book VI. 
“ were theiti.clves tie perpetrators of the crime.” Thefe circum- Ee 
ftances, it mult be confefled, go fome length towards extenuating 

Morton’s guilt; and though his apology for the favour he had 

fhewn to Archbaid Douglas, whom he knew to be one of the con- 

{pirators, be far lefs fatisfa@tory, no uneafy reflections feem to have 
difquieted his own mind on that account *. When his keepers told 

him that the guards were attending, and all things in readinefs, 

“ J praife my God, faid he, Iam ready likewite.” Arran com- 

manded thefe guards ; and even in thofe moments, when the moft 
implacable hatred is apt to relent, the malice of his enemies could 

not forbear this infult. On the fcaffold, his behaviour was calm ; 

his countenance and voice unaltered ; and after fome time fpent in 

devotion, he fuftered death with the intrepidity, which became 

the name of Douglas. His head was placed on the public jail of 
Edinburgh ; and his body, after lying till fun-fet on the f{caffold, 

covered with a begaarly cloak, was carried by common porters to 

the ufual burial-place of criminals. None of his friends durft ac- 

company itto the grave, or difcover their gratitude and refpect by 

any {ymptoms of forrow +. 


ARRAN, no lefs profligate in private life, than audacious in his ogjous con- 
public conduct, foon after drew tne attention of his countrymen, Guo Aver. 
by his infamous marriage with the Countefs of March. Before he 
grew into favour at court, he had been often entertained in her 
hufband’s houfe, and without regarding the laws of hofpitality or 
of gratitude, carried on a criminal intrigue with the wife of his 
benefactor, a woman young and beautiful, but, according to the 


* Crawf. Mem. App. 3. + Crawf. Mem. 334. Spotlw. 313. 
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Look VI. defcription of a cotemporary Hiftorian, “ intolerable in all the im- 
ee perfections, incident to her fex.” Impatient of any reftraint upon 


1581 


July 6. 


October 24. 


their mutual defires, they, with equal ardor, wifhed to avow their 


union publickly, and to legitimate, by a marriage, the offspring 


of their unlawful paffion. The Countefs petitioned to be divorced 
from her hufband, for a reafon, which no modeft woman will ever 
plead. The judges, overawed by Arran, paffed fentence without 
delay. And this infamous fcene was concluded by a marriage, 
folemnized with great pomp, and beheld by all ranks of men with 
the utmoft horror *. 


A Parliament was held this year, at the opening of which fome 
difputes arofe between Arran and the Earl now created Duke of 
Lennox. Arran, haughty by nature, and pufhed on by his wife’s 
ambition, began to affect an equality with the Duke, under whofe 
protection he had hitherto been contented to place himfelf. After 
various attempts to form a party in the council againft Lennox, he 
found him fixed fo firmly in the King’s affections, that it was im- 
poffible to fhake him, and rather than lofe all intereft at court, from 
which he was banithed, he made the moft humble fubmiftions to 
the favourite, and again recovered his former credit. This rup- 
ture contributed, however, to render the Duke ftill more odious to 
the nation. During the continuance of it, Arran affected to court 
Clergy, pretended an extraordinary zeal for the Proteftang Religion, 
and laboured to confirm the fufpicions, which were entertained of 
his rival, as an emiffary of the houfe of Guife, and a favourer of 
Popery. As he was fuppofed to be acquainted with the Duke’s 
moft fecret defigns, his calumnies were liftened to with more cre- 


* Spotfw. 315. 
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dit, than was due to his character. To the fame caufe, we muft Book VI. 
afcribe feveral acts of Parliament uncommonly favourable to the a a 
Church, particularly one, which abolithed the practice, introduced a 
by Morton, of appointing but one minifter to feveral parifhes. 


No notice hath been taken for fome years of Ecclefiaftical af- Ecctefiattical 
fairs, While the civil government underwent fo many extraordi- ae 
nary revolutions, the Church was not free from convulfions. ‘Two 
objects, chiefly, ingrofled the attention of the Clergy. The one 
was the forming a fyftem of difcipline, or Ecclefiaftical polity. 
After long labour, and many difficulties, this was at laft brought to 
fome degree of perfection. The Affembly folemnly approved of it, 
and appointed it to be laid before the privy council, in order to ob- 
tain the ratification of it in parliament. But Morton, during his 
adminiftration, and thofe who, after his fall, governed the King, 
were equally unwilling to fee it carried into execution; and by. 
ftarting difficulties, and throwing in objections, prevented it from 
receiving a legal fanction. The other point in view was the abo- 
lition of the Epifcopal order. ‘The bifhops were fo devoted to the 
King, to whom they owed their promotion, that the fundtion itfelf 
was by fome reckoned dangerous to civil liberty. Being allowed a 
feat in parliament, and diftinguifhed by titles of honour, thefe not 
only occafioned many avocations from their fpiritual employments, 
but foon rendered their character and manners extremely different 
from thofe of the Clergy in that age. The nobles viewed their power 
with’ jealoufy, the populace confidered their lives as profane, and 
wifhed their downfal with equal ardour. The perfonal emulation 
between Melvil and Adamfon, a man of learning, and eminent for 
his popular eloquence, who was promoted, on the death of Dou- 
glas, to be Archbifhop of St. Andrew’s, mingled itfelf with the 
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Book VI. paffions on each fide, and heightened them. Attacks were made, 


1581. 


16582, 


in every afiembly, on the order of bifhops ; their privileges were 
gradually circumfcribed ; and ‘at laft an act was pafled, declaring 
the office of bifhop, as it was then exercifed within .the realm, to 
have neither foundation nor warrant in the word of God; and re- 
quiring, under ‘pain of excommunication, all who now poffefied 
that office, inftantly to refign it, and to abftain from preaching or 
adminiftring the facraments, till they fhould receive permiffion 
from the affembly. The court did not acquiefce in this decree. 
A vacancy happening, foon after, in the fee of Glafgow, Montgo- 
mery Minifter at Stirling, a man vain, fickle, prefumptuous, 
and more apt, by the blemifhes in his character, to have alienated 
the people from an order already beloved, than to reconcile them 
to one which was the object of their hatred, {truck up an infamous 
bargain with Lennox, and on his recommendation was chofen 
Archbifhop. The Prefbytery of Stirling of which he was :a-mem- 
ber, the prefbytery of Glafgow whither he was to be tranf- 
lated, the General Affembly, vied with each other in profecuting 
him on that account. In order to fcreen Montgomery, James 
made trial both of gentle and of rigorous meafures, and both were 
equally ineffectual. The General Affembly was juft ready to pro- 
nounce againft him the fentence of excommunication, when an 
Herald entered and commanded them, in the King’s name, and 
under pain of rebellion, to ftop further proceedings. Even this 
injunction they defpifed. And though Montgomery, by his tears, 
and feeming penitence, procured a fhort refpite, the fentence was 
at laft iffued by their appointment, and publifhed in all the churches 
throughout the kingdom. 


THE 
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Tae firmnefs of the Clergy in a collective body, was not greater Book V1. 


than the boldnefs of fome individuals, particularly of the Minifters 
of Edinburgh. They inveighed daily againft the corruptions in 
the adminiftration, and, with the freedom of f{peech admitted into 
the pulpit in that age, named Lennox and Arran as the chief au- 
thors of the grievances, under which the church and kingdom 
groaned, The courtiers, in their turn, complained to the King of 
the infolent and feditious fpirit of the Clergy. In order to check 
the boldnefs of their difcourfes, James iffued a proclamation, com- 
manding Dury, one of the moft popular Minifters, not only to 
leave the town, but to abftain from preaching in any other place, 
Dury complained, to the judicatories of the Church, of this en- 
croachment upon the immunities of his office. They approved of 
the do€trine which he delivered; and he determined to difregard 
the royal proclamation. But the magiftrates being determined to 
compel him to leave the city, according to the King’s orders, he 
was obliged to abandon his charge, after protefting publickly, at the 
crofs of Edinburgh, againft the violence, which was put upon 
him. ‘The people accompanied him to the gates, with tears and 
lamentations; and the Clergy denounced the vengeance of heaven 
againft the authors of this outrage *. | 


In this perilous fituation ftood the Church; the authority of its 
judicatories called in queftion, and the liberty of the pulpit reftrain- 
ed, when a fudden revolution in the civil government procured them 


unexpected relief. 


EET ane d 
1582. 


e e | ‘ Hi f: 2 
Tue two favourites, by their afcendant over the King, pofiefied ene 


“uncontrouled power in the kingdom, and exercifed it with the ut- ing in un- 


Pp 
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. Book VI. moft wantonnefs. James ufually refided at Dalkeith or Kinneil, the 
—~— feats of Lennox, andof Arran, and was attended by fuch company, 
1582. and employed in fuch amufements, as did not fuit his dignity. 
"The fervices of thofe, who had contributed moft to place the 
Crown on his head, were but little remembered. Many who 
had oppofed him with the greateft virulence, enjoyed the rewards 
and honours, to which the others were intitled. Exalted notions 
of regal prerogative, utterly inconfiftent with the conftitution of 
Scotland, being inftilled by them into the mind of the young Mo- 
narch, unfortunately made, at that early age, a deep impreffion there, 
and became the fource of almoft all his future errors in the govern- 
ment of both kingdoms *: Courts of juftice were held in almoft 
every county, the proprietors of land were called before them, and 
upon the flighteft neglect of any of the numerous forms, which are 
peculiar to feudal holdings, they were fined with unufual and into- 
lerable rigour. The Lord Chamberlain revived the abfolute jurif- 
diction of his office over the Burroughs, and they were fubjected to 
exactions no lefs grievous. A defign feemed, likewife, to have been 
formed to exafperate Elizabeth, and to diffolve the alliance with her, 
which all good Proteftants efteemed the chief fecurity of their re- 
ligion in Scotland. A clofe correfpondence was fet on foot between 
the King and his mother, and confiderable progrefs made towards 
uniting their titles to the Crown, by fuch a treaty of affociation, 
as Maitland had projected ; which could not fail of endangering or 
diminifhing his authority, and muft have proved fatal to thofe, who 
had a¢ted againft her with greateft vigour +. 


The nobles Axx thefe circumftances irritated the impatient fpirit of the 
en 

confpire a- Scotch nobles, who refolved to tolerate no longer the infolence of 
ganitthem. ) 


* Cald. 3. 152. + Cald 3.157. 
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the two minions, or to ftand by, while their prefumption and in- Book VI. 
experience ruined both the King and kingdom. Elizabeth, who, 
during the adminiftration of the four Regents, had the entire direc- 
tion of the affairs of Scotland, felt herfelf deprived of all influence 
in that kingdom ever fince the death of Morton, and was ready to 
countenance any attempt to refcue the King out of the hands of 
favourites, who were leading him into meafures, fo repugnant to 
all her views. The Earls of Mar and Glencairn, Lord Ruthven, 
lately created Earl of Gowrie, Lord Lindfay, Lord Boyd, the Tu- 
tor of Glamis, the Mafter of Oliphant, with feveral Barons and 
gentlemen of diftinGtion, entered into a combination for that pur- 
pofe. And as changes in adminiftration, which among polifhed 
nations, are brought about flowly and filently, by artifice and in- 
trigue, were in that rude age effected fuddenly and by violence, the 
King’s fituation, and the fecurity of the favourites, encouraged the 
confpirators to have immediate recourfe to force. 


\ neem ett 
1582. 


James, after having refided for fome time in Athole, where he... . 
enjoyed his favourite amufement of hunting, was now returning King’s perfom 
towards Edinburgh, with a {mall train. He was invited to Ruth- pao 
ven caftle, which lay in his way; and ashe fufpected no danger, he 
went thither in hopes of farther fport. The multitude of ftrangers 
whom he found there gave him fome uneafinefs ; and as thofe who 
were in the fecret arrived every moment from different parts, the ap- 
pearance of fo many new faces increafed his fears. He difiembled, 
however, and next morning made ready for the field, expecting 
to find there fome opportunity of making his efcape. But the 
nobles entering his bed-chamber, prefented a memorial againft the 
illegal and oppreffive actions of his two favourites, whom they re- 
prefented as moft dangerous enemies to the religion and liberties of 
the nation. James, though he received this remonftrance with. the 

| com- 


Auguft 22. 
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Book VI. complaifance which was neceffary in his prefent fituation, was ex- 


1552. 


tremely impatient to be gone; butas he approached the door of the 
apartment, the Tutor of Glamis rudely ftopped him. The King 
complained, expoftulated, threatned, and finding all thefe without 
effect, burft into tears, “* No matter, faid Glamis fiercely, better 
children weep than bearded men.” Thefe words made a deep im- 
prefiion on the King’s mind, and were never forgotten. The con- 
{pirators, without regarding his tears or indignation, difmiffed fuch 


_ of his followers as they fufpected ; allowed none but their own party 


Commit Ar- 
ran to prifon. 


to have accefs to him ; and though they treated him with great refpe@, 
guarded his perfon with the utmoft care. This enterprize is ufually 
called, by our hiftorians, The raid of Ruthven *. 


Lennox and Arran were aftonithed to the laft degree at an event 
fo unexpected, and fo fatal to their power. The former endeavour- 
ed, but without fucce‘s, to excite the inhabitants of Edinburgh to 
take arms, in order to refcue their Sovereign from captivity, The 
latter, with his ufual impetuofity, mounted on horfeback the mo- 
ment he heard what had befallen the King, and with a few fol. | 
lowers, rode towards Ruthven cafile; and as a confiderable body 
of the confpirators, under the command of the Earl of Mar, lay 
in his way ready to oppofe him, he feparated himfelf from his 
companions, and with two attendants arrived at the gate of the 
caftle. At the fight of a man fo odious to his country, the indigna- 
tion of the confpirators rofe, and inftant death muft have been the 
punifhment of his rafhnefs, if the friendthip of Gowrie, or fome 
other caufe not explained by our hiftorians, had not faved a life, 


-fo pernicious to the kingdom. He was confined, however, to 


* Cald. 3. 134. Spotf. 320, Mely, 357. 
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the caftle of Stirling, without being admitted into the King’s Book VI. 
prefence, . ea 
| 2. 


_ Tue King, though really the prifoner of his own fubjeéts, with Command 
whofe conduct he could not help difcovering many fymptoms of m*" 
difguft, was obliged to publifh a proclamation, fignifying his ap. ‘ing¢om. 
probation of their enterprize, declaring that he himfelf was at full 
liberty, without any reftraint or violence offered to his perfon ; and 
forbidding any attempt again{t thofe concerned in the Raid of Ruth. 
ven, under pretence of refcuing him out of their hands. At the . 
{ame time, he commanded Lennox to leave Scotland before the Auguft 28. 


2oth of September *. 


Soon after, Sir George Carey, and Bowes, arrived as ambaffadors 7, cong 
from Elizabeth., The pretext of their embafly was to inquire after ae ies 

the King’s fafety; to encourage and countenance the confpirators Elizabeth. 

was the real motive of it. By their interceffion, the Earl of An- 

gus, who, ever fince the death of his uncle Morton, had lived in 

exile, obtained leave to return. And the acceffion of a nobleman 

fo powerful and fo popular ftrengthened the faction +. 


Lennox, whofe amiable and gentle qualities had procured him 
many friends, and who received private aflurances that the King’s 
_ favour towards him was in no degree abated, feemed refolved, at 
firft, to pay no regard to acommand, extorted by violence, and no 
lefs difagreeable to James, than it was rigorous with regard to him- 
felf. But the power of hisenemies, who were matters of the King’s per- 
fon, who were fecretly fupported by Elizabeth, and openly applauded. 
by the Clergy, deterred him from an enterprize, the fuccefs of 


* Cald. 3.135, 138. t Cald. 3. 152. 
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Book VI. which was dubious, and the dangercertain both tohimfelf, and to his 


| 
1582. 


Their con- 


Sovereign. He put off the time of his departure by various arti- 
fices, in expectation either that James might make his e{cape from 
the confpirators, or that fortune might prefent fome more savour 
ble opportunity of meng arms for his relief. 


On the other hand, the confpirators were extremely folicitous not 


du&t ed 
by ols ety only to fecure the approbation of their countrymen, but to obtain 


bly and a 


Convention of 


eftates. 


Otober 13. 


fome legal fanction of their enterprize. _ For this purpofe, they 
publifhed a long declaration, containing the motives, which had 
induced them to venture on fuch an irregular ftep, and endeavoured 
to heighten the public indignation againft the favourites, by repre- 
fenting, in the ftrongeft colours, their inexperience and infolence, 
their contempt of the nobles, their violation of the privileges of 
the Church, and their oppreffion of the people. They obliged the 
King, who could not with fafety refufe any of their demands, to 
grant them a remiffion in the moft ample form; and not fatisfied 
with that, they applied to the Afflembly of the Church, and eafily 


_ procured an act, declaring “ that they had done good and acceptable 


fervice to God, to their Sovereign, and to their native country ;” 
and requiring all fincere Proteftants to concur with them in carry- 
ing forward fuch a laudable enterprize. And in order to add the 
greater weight to this act, every Minifter was enjoined to read it, 
in his own pulpit, and to inflict the cenfures of the Church on 
thofe who fet themfelves in oppofition to fo good acaufe. A Con. 
vention of eftates, affembled a few days after, paffed an act to the 
fame effect, and granted full indemnity to the confpirators for every 
thing they had done *. 


* Cald. 3.177, 187, 200. Spotf. 322. 
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James was conducted by them, firft to Stirling, and afterwards Book VI. 
to the palace of Haly-rud-houfe ; and though he was received every oo 
where with the external marks of refpect due to his dignity, his Lennox’s de- 
motions were carefully obferved, and he was under a reftraint no Sees 
lefs ftrit, than at the firft moment when he was feized by the con- 
fpirators. Lennox, after eluding many commands to depart out of 
the kingdom, was at laft obliged to begin hisjourney. He lingered, 
however, for fome time in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, as 
if he had ftill intended to make one effort towards reftoring the 
King to liberty. But either from the gentlenefs of his own dif- 
pofition, averfe to blood-fhed and the diforders of civil war, of 
from fome other caufe, unknown to us, he abandoned the defign, 
and fet out for France, by the way of England. The King iffued Decem. 30. 
the order for his departure, with no lefs reluctance, than the Duke 
obeyed it. And both mourned a feparation, which neither of them 
had power to prevent. Soon after his arrival in France, the fatigue 
of the journey, or the anguifh of his mind, threw him into a - 
fever. In his laft.moments, he difcovered fuch a firm adherence 
to the Proteftant faith, as fully vindicates his memory from the im- 
putation of an attachment to Popery, with which he had been un- 
charitably loaded in Scotland*. As he was the earlieft, and beft 
beloved, he was, perhaps, the moft deferving, though not the 
moft able of all James’s favourites. ‘The warmth and tendernefs 
of his Mafter’s affection for him was not abated by death itfelf. By 
many acts of kindnefs and generofity towards his pofterity, the King 
notonly did great honour to the memory of Lennox, but fet his 
own character in one of the moft favourable points of view. 


* Spotl. 324. 
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Tue fuccefs of the confpiracy, which deprived James of liberty, 
made great noife over all Europe ; and at laft reached the ears of 
Mary in the prifon to which fhe was confined. As her own ex- 
perience had taught her what injuries a captive prince 1s expofed to 
fuffer; and as many of thofe, who were now concerned in the en- 
terprize againft her fon, were the fame perfons whom fhe confider- 
ed as the chief authors of her own misfortunes, it was natural for the 
tendernefs of a mother to apprehend that the fame calamities were 
ready to fall on his head; and fuch a profpect did not fail of add- 
ing to the diftrefs agd horror of her own fituation. In the anguith 
of her heart, fhe wrote to Elizabeth, complaining in the bittereft 
terms of the unprecedented rigour, with which fhe herfelf had 
been treated, and befeeching her not to abandon her fon to the 
mercy of his rebellious fubjects; nor permit him to be involved 
in the fame misfortunes, under which fhe had fo long groaned. 
The peculiar vigour and acrimony of ftile, for which this letter is 
remarkable, difcover both the high fpirit of the Scotch Queen, 
unfubdued by her fufferings, and the violence of her indignation 
at Elizabeth’s artifices and feverity. But it was ill adapted to gain 
the end fhe had in view, and accordingly it neither procured any 


_ mitigation of the rigour of her own confinement, nor any inter- 


1533. 
Ambafiadors 
arrive from 
France and 
upland. 


pofition in favour of the King. 


Henry III. who, though he feared and hated the Princes of 
Guife, was often obliged to court their favour, interpofed with 
warmth, in order to extricate James out of the hands of a party 
fo entirely devoted to the Englifh intereft. He commanded M. de 
Ja Motte Fenelon, his ambaffador at the court of England, to re- 
pair to Edinburgh, and to contribute his utmoft endeavours towards 
placing James in a fituation, more fuitable to his dignity. As Eli- 


zabeth 
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zabeth could not, with decency, refufe him liberty to execute this Book VI. 
commiffion, fhe appointed Davifon to attend him into Scotland as a 
her Envoy, under colour of concurring with him in’ the negocia- P93: 
tion, but in reality, to be a {py upon his motions, and to obftruct 

his fuccefs. James, whofe title to the Crown had not hitherto 

been recognized by any of the princes on the continent, was ex- 
tremely fond of fuch an honourable embafly from the French Mo- 

narch, and, on that account, as well as for the fake of the errand January -. 
on which he came, received Fenelon with great refpect. The no- 

bles, under whofe power the King was, did not relifh this interpo- 

fition of the French court, which had long loft its ancient influence 

over the affairs of Scotland. The Clergy were alarmed at the 

danger to which religion would be expofed, if the Princes of Guife 

fhould recover any afcendant over the public councils. And though 

the King tried every method for reftraining them within the bounds 

of decency, they declaimed againft the court ef France, againft 

the Princes of Guife, againft the ambaflador, againft. entering into 

any alliance with fuch notorious perfecutors of the Church of God, 

with a vehemence, which no regular government would now tole- 

rate, hut which was then extremely common. The ambaffador, 
watched by Davifon, diftrufted by the nobles, and expofed to the 

infults of the Clergy, and of the people, returned into England 
without procuring any change in the King’s fituation, or receiving 

any an{wer to a propofal which he made, that the government 

fhould be carried on in the joint-names of James, and the Queen 

his mother * 


MEANWHILE, James, though he diffembled with great art, be- Janes + eftapes 
tne 
came every — more: uneafy under his confinement ; his uneafinefS hands of the 


confpirators, 
« Cald. 3. 207. Spotf. 324. See Append. N@ VIII. 
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Book VI. rendered him continually attentive to find out a proper opportunity 


eee steed 
1583. 


June 27. 


for making his efcape ; and to thisattention, he at laft owed hisliberty, 
which the King of France was not able, nor the Queen of England 
willing to procure for him. As the confpirators had forced Lennox 
out of the kingdom, and kept Arran ata diftance from court, they 
grew fecure ; and imagining that time had reconciled the King to 
them, and to his fituation, they watched him with littlecare. Some 
occafions of difcord had arifen among themfelves ; and the French 
ambaffador, by fomenting thefe during the time of his -refidence 
in Scotland, had weakened the union, in which alone their fafety 
confifted *. Colonel William Stewart, the commander of the band 
of gentlemen, who guarded the King’s perfon, being gained by 
James, had the principal merit in the {cheme for reftoring his maf- 
ter to liberty. Under pretence of paying a vifit to the Earl of March 
his grand uncle, James was permitted to go from Falkland to St. 
Andrew’s. That he might not create any fufpicion, he lodged, at 
firft, in an open defencelefs houfe in the town, but pretending a 
curiofity to fee the cattle, no fooner was he entered with fome of 
his attendants whom he could truft, than Colonel Stewart com- 
manded the gates to be fhut, and excluded all the reft of his train. 

Next morning the Earls of Argyll, Huntly, Crawford, Montrofe, 

Rothes, with others to whom the fecret had been communicated, 

entered the town with their followers; and though Mar, with fe- 
veral of the leaders of the faction, appeared in arms, they found 
themfelves fo far out-numbered, that it was in vain to think of re- 
covering poffeffion of the King’s perfon, which had been in their 
power fomewhat longer than ten months. James was naturally of fo 
foft and ductile a temper, that thofe who were near his perfon, com- 
monly made a deep impreffion on his heart, which was formed to 


* Camd. 482. 
be 
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be under the fway of favourites. And as he remained, during fo Book VI. 
long atime, and at a period of life when refentments are rather a ae 
violent than lafting, implacable and unreconciled to the confpira- es 
tors, they muft either have improved the opportunities of infinuat- 
ing themfelves into favour with little dexterity, or the indignation, 
with which this firft infult to his perfon and authority filled him, muft 
have been very great. 


His joy at his efcape was youthful and exceffive. He refolved, Refolves, 
however, by the advice of Sir James Melvil, and his wifeft coun- oe 
fellors, to act with the utmoft moderation. Having called, into hee peas 
his prefence, the leaders of both factions, the neighbouring gentry, 
the deputies of the adjacent burroughs, and the Minifters and the 
heads of colleges, he declared, that although he had been held 
under reftraint for fome time by violence, he would not impute 
that as a crime to any man, but without remembering the irregu- 
larities, which had been fo frequent during his minority, would 
pafs a general act of oblivion, and govern all his fubjects with un- 
diftinguifhing and equal affection. And as an evidence of his fin- 
cerity, he vifited the Earl of Gowrie at Ruthven caftle, and grant- 
ed him a full pardon of any guilt he had contraéted, by the crime 


committed in that very place *. 


But James did not adhere long to this prudent and moderate But Aran re- 
: ; gains his af- 
plan. His former favourite, the Earl of Arran, had been per- cendantover 
mitted for fome time to refide at Kenneil, one of his country feats." 
As foon as the King felt himfelf at liberty, his love for him began 
to revive, and he expreffed a ftrong defire to fee him, The cour- 


tiers violently oppofed the return of a minion, whofe infolent and 


* Melv. 272. | 
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Book VI. overbearing temper they dreaded, as much as the nation detefted 


Te em aimmenad 
1583. 


And the King 


puriues ano- 


ther plan. 


Flizabeth’s 
in 


tors. 
Auguf 7. 


his crimes. James, however, continued his importunity, and pro- 
mifing that he fhould continue with him no longer than one day, 
they were obliged to yield. ‘This interview rekindled ancient affec- 
tion; the King forgot his promife; Arran regained his afcendant 
over him; and within a few days refumed the exercife of power, 
with all the arrogance of an undeferving favourite, and all the rath- 
nels peculiar to himfelf *. 


Tue firft effect of his influence was a proclamation with regard 
to thofe concerned in the Rad of Ruthven. ‘They were required 
to acknowledge their crime in the humbleft manner; and the King 
promifed to grant them a full pardon, provided their future conduc 
were fuch, as did not oblige him to remember paft mifcarriages. ‘The 
tenor of this proclamation was extremely different from the act of 
oblivion, which the confpirators had been encouraged to expect. 
Nor did any of them reckon it fafe to rely on a promife, clogged 
with fuch an equivocal condition, and granted by a young Prince, 
under the influence of a Minifter, void of faith, regardlefs of de- 


_cency, and tranfported, by the defire of revenge, even beyond the 
ufual ferocity of his temper. Many of the leaders, who had at 


firft appeared openly at court, retired to their own houfes; and for- 
{eeing the dangerous ftorm which was gathering, began to look out 
for a retreat in foreign countries +. | 


ExvizABETH, who had all along protected the confpirators, was 


areas extremely difgufted with meafures which tended fo vifibly to their 
the confpira. deftruction, and wrote to the King a harfh and haughty letter, re- 


proaching him in a ftile, very uncommon among Princes, with - 


*® Melv.274: + Melv. 278, Spotf, 325. Cald. 3. 330. 
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breach of faith in recalling Arran to court, and with imprudence Book VI. 
in proceeding fo rigoroufly again{t his beft and moft faithful fubjedts. ae as 
James, witha becoming dignity, replied, that promifes extorted by 73°3- 
violence, and conditions yielded out of fear, were no longer bind- 

ing, when thefe were removed; that it belonged to him alone to 

chufe what Minifters He would employ in his fervice; and that 

though he refolved to treat the confpirators at Ruthven with the 

utmoft clemency, it was neceflary, for the fupport of his authority, 

that fuch an infult c on ae perfon fhould not pafs altogether un- 
cenfured*, 


EvizaBetn’s letter was quickly followed by Walfingham her ¥ Walfinghamn’ : 

fecretary, whom fhe appointed her ambaflador to James, and who ¢mbafly into 
otland, 

appeared in the Scotch court, with a fplendor and magnificence, ~ 
well calculated to pleafe and dazzle a young Prince. Walfingham 
was admitted to feveral conferences with James himfelf, in which 
he infifted on the fame topics contained in the letter, and the King 
repeated his former an{wers. 


ArTer fuffering feveral indignities, from the arrogance of Arran, 
and his creatures, he returned to England, without concluding any 
new treaty with the King. Walfingham was, next to Burleigh, 
the Minifter on whom the chief weight of the Englith adminiftration 
refted ; and when a perfon of his rank, ftept fo far out of the or- 
dinary road of bufinefs, as to undertake a long journey, in his old 
age, and under a declining ftate of health, fome affair of confe-_ 
quence was fuppofed to be the caufe, or fome important event was 
expected to be the effect of this meafure. But as nothing con{pi- 
cuous either occafioned, or followed this embafly, it is probable 
that Elizabeth had no other intention in employing this fagacious 
Minifter, than to difcover, with exadtnefs, the capacity and dif- 
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pofition of the Scotch King, who was now arrived at a time of life, 
when, with fome degree of certainty, conjectures might be formed 
concerning his character, and future conduct. As James poffeffed ta- 
lents of that kind, which make a greater figure in converfation, than 
in action, he gaincd a great deal by this interview with the Englith 
fecretary, who, notwithftanding the cold’ reception he met with, 
gave fuch an advantageous reprefentation of his abilities, as deter- 
mined Elizabeth to treat him, henceforward, with more decency 
and refpect *. 


ELIZABETH’s eagernefs to protect the confpirators rendered 
James more violent in his proceedings againft them. As they 
had all refufed to accept of pardon, upon the terms which he had 
offered, they were required, by a new proclamation, to furrender 
themfelves prifoners. The Earl of Angus alone complied ; the reft 
either fled into England, or obtained the King’s licence to retire 
into foreign parts. A Convention of eftates was held, the mem- 
bers of which, deceived by an unworthy artifice of Arran’s, de- 
clared thofe concerned in the Razd of Ruthven to have been guilty 
of high treafon; appointed the act paffed laft year approving of 
their conduct to be expunged out of the records; and engaged to 
fupport the King in profecuting the fugitives with the utmoft rigour 
of law. 


Tre confpirators, though far from having done any thing that was 
uncommion in a barbarous age, among mutinous nobles, and under an 
unfettled flate of government, muft be acknowledged to have been 


guilty of an act of treafon againft their fovereign ; and James, who 


confidered their conduc in this light, had good reafon to boaft of his 


* Melv. 293. Cald. 3. 258. Jebb. 2. 536. 
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clemency, when he offered to pardon them, upon their confeffing Book VI. 
their crime. But, on the other hand, it muft be allowed that, eee Pas 
after the King’s voluntary promife of a general oblivion, they had 7503+ 
fome reafon to complain of breach of faith, and could not, with- 
out the moft unpardonable imprudence, have put their lives in Ar- 
ran’s power. 


Tue intereft of the Church was confiderably affected by thefe 1584, 

contrary Revolutions. While the confpirators kept poffeffion of pace 
power, the Clergy not only recovered, but extended their privileges. confpirators 
As they had formerly declared the hierarchy to be unlawful, they 2" Kings 
took fome bold meafures towards exterminating the Epifcopal 
order out of the Church; and it was owing more to Adamfon’s 
dexterity in perpjexing and lengthening out the procefs for that pur- 
pofe, than to their own want of zeal, that they did not deprive, 
and perhap$ excommunicate all the Bifhops in Scotland. Whenthe 
King recovered his liberty, things put on a very different afpect. 
The favour beftowed upon Arran, the enemy of every thing decent 
and facred, and the rigorous profecution of thofe nobles, who had 
been the moft zealous defenders of the Proteftant caufe, were con- 
fidered as fure prefages of the approaching ruin of the Church. The 
Clergy could not conceal their apprehenfions, nor view this im- 
pending danger in filence. Dury, who had been reftored to his 
office as one of the Minifters of Edinburgh, openly applauded the 
Raid of Ruthven in the pulpit, at which the King was fo enraged, 
that, notwithftanding fome fymptoms of his fubmiflion, he com- 
manded him to refign his charge in the city. Mr. Andrew Mel- 
vil, being fummoned before the privy council to anfwer for the 
doctrine he had uttered in a fermon at St. Andrew’s, and accufed 
of comparing the prefent grievances of the nation with thofe under 
James III. and of intimating obliquely that they ought to be redref- 

Vor. II. N fed 
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Book VI. fed in the fame manner, thought it incumbent on him to behave 
—~——~ with greater firmnefs. He declined the jurifdiction of a Civil court, 


1584. 


ina caufe purely Ecclefiaftical ; the Prefbytery of which he was a 
member had, as he contended, the fole right to call him to account 
for words fpoken in the pulpit; and neither the King nor council 
could judge, in the firft inftance, of the doctrine delivered by 
Preachers, without violating the immunities of the Church. This 
exemption from civil jurifdiction was a privilege, which the Popith 
Ecclefiaftics, admirable judges of whatever contributed to increafe 
the luftre or power of their body, had long ftruggled for, and had at 
laft obtained. If the fame plea had now been admitted, the Pro- 
teftant Clergy would have become independant on the civil magif- 
trate, and an order of men, extremely ufeful to fociety while they 
inculcate thofe duties which tend to promote its happinefs and tran- 
quility, might have become no lefs pernicious by teaching, without 
fear or controul, the moft dangerous principles, or by exciting 
their hearers tothe moft defperate and lawlefs actions. James, jea- 
lous to excefs of his prerogative, was alarmed at this daring en- 
croachment on it. And as Melvil, by his learning and zeal, had. 
acquired the reputation and authority of head of the party, he re- 
folved to punifh him with the rigour, which that pre-eminence 
rendered neceflary, andto difcourage, by a timely feverity, the re- 
vival of fuch a dangerous claim. Melvil, however, avoided his rage 
by flying into England; and the pulpits refounded with complaints 
that the King had extinguifhed the light of learning in the kingdom, 
and deprived the Church of the ableft and moft faithful guardian 
of its liberties and difcipline *, 


* Spotf. 330. Cald, 3. 34. 
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TueEseE violent declamations of the Clergy, againft the meafures Book VI. 
of the court, were extremely acceptable to the people. The con- ee i 
fpirators, though driven out of the kingdom, {till poffefied great eae 
influence there. And as they had every thing to fear from the re- 
fentment of a young prince, irritated by the furious counfels of 
Arran, they never ceafed folliciting their adherents to take arms in 
their defence. Gowrie, the only perfon among them who had 
fubmitted to the King, and accepted of a pardon, foon repented of 
a ftep, which loft him the efteem of one party, without gaining 
the confidence of the other. And, after fuffering many mortifica- 
tions from the King’s neglect, and the haughtinefs of Arran, he 
was at la(t commanded to leave Scotland, and to refide in France, 
While he waited at Dundee for an opportunity to embark, he was 
informed that the Earls of Angus, Mar, and the Tutor of Gla- 
mis, had concerted a fcheme for furprizing the caftle of Stirling. 
In his fituation, little perfuafion was neceffary to draw him to en- 
gage in it. Under various pretexts, he put off his voyage, and lay 
ready to take arms on the day fixed, bythe confpirators, for the ex- 
ecution of their enterprize. His lingering fo long at Dundee, with. 
out any apparent reafon, awakened the fufpicion of the court, 
proved fatal to himfelf, and difappointed the fuccefs of the confpi- 
racy. Colonel William Stewart furrounded the houfe where he 
lodged with a body of foldiers, and in fpite of his refiftance, took 
him prifoner. ‘Two days after, Angus, Mar, and Glamis, feized 
the caftle of Stirling, and erecting their ftandard there, publifhed 
a manifefto declaring that they took arms for no other reafon, but 
to remove from the King’s prefence, a minion who had acquired 
power by the moft unworthy actions, and who exercifed it with the 
moft intolerable infolence. The account of Gowrie’s imprifonment 
ftruck a damp upon their fpirits. They imputed it to his own 
treachery, and fufpected that as he had formerly deferted, he had 
N 2 | now 


92 
Book VI. 


een ane 
1584. 


May 22. 
A parliament 
held. 


Severe laws 
againft the 
{ hurch. 


THE HISTORY 


now betrayed them. At the fame time, a fum of money, with which 
Elizabeth had promifed to fupply them, not being duly paid, and 
their friends and vaffals coming in flowly, they appeared irrefolute and 
difheartned ; and as the King, who acted with great vigour, ad- 
vanced towards them at the head of 20,000 men, they fled pre- 
cipitately towards England, and with difficulty made their efcape *, 
This rafh and feeble attempt produced fuch effects, as ufually follow 
difappointed confpiracies. It not only hurt the caufe, for which it 
was undertaken, but added ftrength and reputation to the King ; 
confirmed Arran’s power ; and enabled them to purfue their mea- 
fures with more boldnefs, and greater fuccefs. Gowrie was the firft 
victim of their refentment. After a very informal trial, a jury of 
peers found him guilty of treafon, and he was publickly beheaded 
at Stirling. 


To humble the Church was the King’s next ftep. But as it became 
neceflary, for this purpofe, to call in the aid of the legiflative au- 
thority, a parliament was haftily fummoned. And while fo many 
of the nobles were banifhed out of the kingdom, or forbidden to 
appear in the King’s prefence; while Arran’s haughtinefs kept fome 
at a diftance, and intimidated others; the meeting confifted only 
of thofe, who were abfolutely at the devotion of the court. In 
order to conceal the laws which were framing from the knowledge 
of the Clergy, the Lords of the Articles were fworn to fecrecy. 
And when fome of the Minifters, who either fufpected, or were 
informed of the danger, deputed one of their number to declare 
their apprehenfions to the King, he was feized at the palace-gate, 
and carried to adiftant prifon. Others, attempting to enter the parlias 
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~ ment houfe, were refufed admittance *, And fuch laws were paffed, Book VI. 
as totally overturned the conftitution and difcipline of the Church. are Ta 
The refufing to acknowledge the jurifdiction of the privy council ; ee 
_the pretending an exemption from the authority of the civil courts ; 

the attempting to diminifh the rights and privileges of any of the 

three eftates in parliament, were declared to be high treafon. The 

holding Affemblies, whether Civil, or Ecclefiaftical, withoutthe King’s 

* permiffion or appointment ; the uttering, either privately, or pub- 

lickly, in fermons, or in declamations, any falfe and {candalous re- 

ports again{t the King, his anceftors, or minifters, were pronounced 

capital crimes +. 


Wuen thefe laws were publifhed at the crofs of Edinburgh, 
according to the ancient cuftom, Mr. Robert Pont, Minifter of St: 
Cuthberts, and one of the Lords of feffion, folemnly protefted 
againft them, in the name of his brethren, becaufe they had been 
pafled without the knowledge or confent of the Church. Ever 
fince the Reformation, the pulpits and ecclefiaftical judicatories had 
both been efteemed facred. Inthe former, the Clergy had been 
accuftomed to cenfure, and admonifh, with unbounded liberty. In 
the latter, they exercifed an uncontrouled and independant jurifdic- 
tion. The blow was now aimed at both thefe privileges. Thefe 
new ftatutes would have rendered church-men as inconfiderable, as 
they were indigent; and as the avarice of the nobles had ftripped 
them of the wealth, the King’s ambition was about to deprive 
them of the power which once belonged to their order. No won- 
der the alarm was univerfal, and the complaints loud. All the 
Minifters of Edinburgh forfook their charge, and fled into England. 

The moft eminent Clergymen, throughout the kingdom, imitated | 
| 
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Book VI. their example. Defolation and aftoniflment appeared in every part 
-—~~——— of the Scotch Church; the péople bewailed the lofs of Paftors, 
1584. whom they efteemed; and full of confternation, at an event fo un- 
expected, openly expreffed their rage againft Arran, and began to 

fufpec&t the King himfelf to be an enemy to the Reformed Re- 


ligion *. 
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\ \ } HILE Scotland was torn by thofe inteftine factions, p,. yf, 
Elizabeth was alarmed with the rumour of a project in —~— 


agitation for fetting Mary at liberty. Francis Throgmorton, ice 
Chefhire gentleman, was fufpected of being deeply concerned in the ton’s confpi- 
defign, and on that fufpicion he was taken into cuftody. Among sna 
his papers were found two lifts, one of the principal harbours 
in the kingdom, with an account of their fituation, and of the 
depth of the water in each; the other, of all the eminent Roman 
Catholics in England. This circumftance confirmed the fufpicion 
againft him, and fome dark and defperate confpiracy was fuppofed 
juft ready to break out. At firft he boldly avowed -his innocence, 
and declared that the two papers were forged by the Queen’s Mi- 
nifters, in order to intimidate or infnare him; and he even endured 
the rack with the utmoft fortitude, But being brought a fecond 


2 time 
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Book VIL. time to the place of torture, his refolution failed him, and he not 


1584. 


only acknowledged that he had held a fecret correfpondence with 
the Queen of Scots, but difcovered a defign that was formed to 
invade England. The Duke of Guife, he faid, undertook to furnith 
troops, and to conduct the enterprize. The Pope and King of 
Spain were to fupply the money, necefflary for carrying it on ; all the 
Englifh exiles were eager to take arms; many of the Catholics at 
home would be ready to join them, at their landing; Mendoza the 
Spanifh ambaffador, who was the life of the confpiracy, {pared no 
pains in fomenting the fpirit of difaffeGtion among the Englith, or 
in haftening the preparations on the Continent; and by his com- 
mand, he had made the two lifts, the copies whereof had been 
found in his poffeffion, This confeffion he retraéted at his trial, 
returned to it again, after fentence was pafied upon him; and re- 
tracted it once more at the place of execution *. | 


To usin the prefent age, who are affifted in forming our opinion 
of this matter, by the light which time and hiftory have thrown upon 
the defigns and characters of the Princes of Guife, many circum- 
{tances in Throgmorton’s confeffion appear to be extremely remote 
from truth, or even from probability. The Duke of Guife was, 
at that juncture, far from being in a fituation to undertake foreign 
conquefts. Without either power or office at court; hated by the 
King; and perfecuted by the favourites; he had no leifure for any 
thoughts of difturbing the quiet of neighbouring ftates, and his vaft 
and ambitious mind was wholly occupied in laying the foundation 
of that famous league, which fhook the throne of France. But 
about the time Elizabeth detected this confpiracy, the clofe union 
between the houfe of Guife and Philip II. was remrarkable to all 
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Europe, and as their great enterprize againft Henry III. was not Book VII. 
yet difclofed, as they endeavoured to conceal that under their a 
threatnings to invade England, Throginorton’s difcovery appeared eas 
to be extremely probable ; and Elizabeth, who knew how ardently 

all the parties mentioned by him wifhed her downfal, thought that 

fhe could not guard her kingdom with too much care, The indif- Defigns of 
creet zeal of the Englith exiles increafed her fears. Not fatis- Mary’s adhe- 
fied with inceffant outcries againft her feverity towards the posi" 
Scotch Queen, and her cruel perfecution of her Catholic fubjedts, 

nor thinking it enough that one Pope had threatned her with the 
fentence of excommunication, and another had actually pronounced 

it, they now began to difperfe books and writings, in which they 
endeavoured to perfuade their difciples, that it would be a meritorious 

action to take away her life; they openly exhorted the maids 

of honour to treat her, as Judith did Holofernes, and by fuch an 
illuftrious deed, to render their own names honourable and facred 

in the Church, throughout all future ages*. For all thefe reafons, 
Elizabeth not only inflicted the punifhment of a traitor on Throg- 

morton, but commanded the Spanifh ambaffador inftantly to leave 
England ; and that fhe might be in no danger of being attacked 

within the ifland, fhe determined to ufe her utmoft efforts, in order 

to recover that influence over the Scotch councils, which fhe had 

for fome time entirely loft. 


Tere were three different methods, by which Elizabeth she endes 
might hope to accomplith this; either by furnifhing fuch effectual toy n fe 
aid to the banifhed nobles, as would enable them to refume the influence in 
chief direGtion of affairs; or by entering into fuch a treaty with aa 


Mary, as might intimidate her fon, who being now accuftomed to go- "*™ 
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Book VII. vern, would be apt to agree to any terms, rather than refign the 


ed 
1584. 


~- 


Auguft 13. 


Severe pro- 
ceedings a- 
gainft the ba- 
nifhed Lords. 


fceptre, or admit an affociate in the throne ; or by gaining the Eart 
of Arran, to fecure the direction of the King his mafter. The 
laft was not only the eafieft, and fpeedieft, but the moft certain of 
fuccefs. This Elizabeth refolved to purfue; but without laying 
the other two altogether afide. With this view, fhe fent Davifon, 
one of her principal fecretaries, and a man of abilities and addrefs, 
into Scotland. A Minifter fo venal as Arran, hated by his own 
countrymen, and holding his power by the moft precarious of alk 
tenures, the favour of a young Prince, accepted Elizabeth’s offers 
without hefitation, and efteemed the acquifition of her proteétion 
to be the moft folid foundation of hisown greatnefs. Soon after, 
he confented to an interview with Lord Hunfdane the Governor of 
Berwick, and being honoured with the pompous title of Lieute- 
nant General for the King, he appeared at the place appointed, with 
afplendidtrain. In Hunfdane’s prefence, he renewed his promifes 
of an inviolable and faithful attachment to the Englith intereft, 
and affured him that James fhould enter into no negociation, which 
tended to interrupt the peace between the two kingdoms ; and as Eli- 
zabeth began to entertain the fame fears and jealoufies concerning the 
King’s marriage, which had formerly difquieted her with regard to 
his mother’s, he undertook to prevent James from liftening to any 
overture of that kind, till he had previoufly obtained the Queen 
of England’s confent *, 


THE banifhed Lords and their adherents foon felt the effects of 
Arran’s friendfhip with England. As Elizabeth had permitted 
them to take refuge in her dominions, and feveral of her Minifters 
were of opinion that fhe ought to employ her arms in defence of 


* Cald. 3. 491. Melv. 315. See Append, N@ IX. 
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their caufe, the fear of this was the only thing, which reftrained Book VII. 
James and his favourite, from proceeding to fuch extremities againtft eo 
them, as might have excited the pity or indignation of the Englith, seat 
and have prompted them to exert themfelves with vigour in their 
behalf. But every apprehenfion of this kind being now removed, 
they ventured to call a parliament, in which an act was paffed, at- 
tainting Angus, Mar, Glamis, and a great number of their followers. 
Their eftates devolved to the Crown, and according to the practice 
of the Scotch Monarchs, who were obliged to reward the faction 
which adhered to them, by dividing with it the fpoils of the 
vanquifhed, James dealt out the greater part of thefe to Arran, and 
his affociates *. | 


Auzuft 22, 


Nor was the treatment of the Clergy lefs rigorous. ‘Alf Minif- Againft the 
ters, readers, and profeffors in Colleges were injoined to fubfcribe, a 
within forty days, a paper teftifying their approbation of the laws 
concerning the Church, enacted in laft parliament. Many, over- 
awed, or corrupted by the Court, yielded obedience; others ftood 
out. The ftipends of the latter were fequeftered, fome of the 
more active committed to prifon, and numbers compelled to fly the 
‘kingdom. Thofe who complied, fell under the fufpicion of aéting 
from mercenary or ambitious motives, Thofe who fuffered, ac- 
quired high reputation, by giving fuch convincing evidence of their 
firmnefs and fincerity. The judicatories of the Church were almoft 
"entirely fupprefled. In fome places, fcarce fo many Minifters re- 
mained, as to perform the duties of religious worfhip; they foon 
funk in reputation among the people, and being prohibited not only 
from difcourfing of public affairs, but obliged, by the jealoufy of 
the adminiftration, to frame every fentiment and expreffion in fuch a 
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Book VII. manner, as to give the court no offence, their fermons were deem- 


1584. 


New confpi- 


racy againit 
Llizabeth. 


ed languid, infipid, and contemptible. And it became the general 
opinion, that together with the moft virtuous of the nobles, and 
the moft faithful of the Clergy, the power and vigour of Religion 
were now banifhed out of the kingdom *. 


Meanwuite, Elizabeth was carrying on one of thofe fruitlefs 
negociations with the Queen of Scots, which it had become almoft 
matter of form to renew every year. They ferved not only to 
amufe that unhappy princefs with fome profpe@ of liberty; but 
furnifhed an apology for eluding the follicitations of foreign powers 
in her behalf ; and were of ufe to overawe James, by fhewing him 
that fhe could, at any time, fet free a dangerous rival to difpute his 
authority. Thefe treaties fhe fuffered to proceed to what length the 
pleafed, and never wanted a pretence for breaking them off, when 
they became no longer neceflary. The treaty now on foot was 
not, perhaps, more fincere than many which preceded it; the 
reafons, however, which rendered it ineffeCtual were far from being 
frivolous. 


As Crichton a Jefuit was failing from Flanders towards Scotland, 
the fhip on board of which he was a paflenger happened to be 
chafed by pirates, who, in that age, often infefted the narrow feas, 
Crichton, in great confufion, tore in pieces fome papers in his cuf- 
tody, and threw them away; but bya very extraordinary accident, 
the wind blew them back into the fhip, and they were immediately 
taken up by fome of the paflengers, who carried them to Wade, 
the Clerk of the privy council. He, with great induftry and pa- 
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tience, joined them together, and they were found to contain the Book VII. 
account of a plot, formed by the King of Spain, and Duke of are 
Guife, for invading England. The people were not yet recovered - ae 
from the fear and anxiety occafioned by the confpiracy, in which 
Throgmorton had been engaged, and as his difcoveries appeared 
now to be confirmed by additional evidence, not only all their for- 
mer apprehenfions recurred, but the confternation became general 
and exceflive. As all the dangers, with which England had been 
threatned for fome years, flowed either immediately from Mary 
herfelf, or from thofe, who made ufe of her name to juftify their 
infurreGtions and confpiracies, this gradually diminifhed the com- 
paffion due to her fityation, and the Englith, inftead of pitying, be- 
gan to fear and to hateher. Elizabeth, under whofe wife and pa- 
cific reign the Englifh enjoyed tranquillity, and had opened fources 
of wealth unknown to their anceftors, was extremely beloved by 
all her people; and regard to her fafety, not lefs than to their own 
intereft, animated them againft the Scotch Queen. In order to dif- 


Occafions an 


courage her adherents, it was thought neceffary to convince them» affociation in 


In oppofition 


by fome public deed, of the attachment of the Englith to their” Mary. 
own Sovereign, and that any attempt againft her life would prove 

fatal to her rival. With this view, an fociation was framed, the Oaober 19 
fubfcribers of which bound themfelves by the moft folemn oaths, 

“ to defend the Queen againft all her enemies, foreign and domef- 

“© tic; and if violence fhould be offered to her life, in order to 

«¢ favour the title of any pretender to the Crown, they not only en- 

“ gaged never to allow or acknowledge the perfon, or perfons, by 

“ whom, or for whom, fuch a deteftable act fhould be committed, 

«“ but vowed, in the prefence of the Eternal God, to prafecute 

“ fuch perfon, or perfons, to the death, and to purfue them, 


“ with their utmoft vengeance, to their utter overthrow and ex- 
“¢ tirpa- 
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Book VII.‘ tirpation*.” Perfons of all ranks fubfcribed this combination, 


er Pas with the greateft eagernefs and unanimity +. 
Which greatly Mary confidered this combination, not only as an avowed 


alarms her, 


defign to exclude her from all right of fucceffion, but as the certain 
and immediate forerunner of her deftru€tion. In order to avert 
this, the made fuch feeble efforts as were ftill in her power, and fent 
Naut her fecretary to court, with offers of more entire refigna- 
tion to the will of Elizabeth, in all points, which had been the 
occafion of their long enmity, than her paft fufferings had been 
hitherto able to extort {. But whether Mary adhered inflexibly to her 
privileges, as an independant Sovereign, or yielding to the neceffity 
of her fituation, endeavoured, by conceffions, to footh her rival, 
fhe was equally unfuccefsful. Her firmnefs was imputed to obfti- 
nacy, orto the fecret hope of foreign affiftance ; her conceffions 
were either believed to be infincere, or to flow from the fear of fome 
prefent danger. Her willingnefs, however, to comply with any 
terms was fo great, that Walfingham warmly urged his miftrefs 
to come toa final agreement with her. But Elizabeth was per- 
fuaded, that it was the fpirit raifed by the affuciation, which had 
rendered her fo paffive and compliant. She always imagined that 
there was fomething myfterious and deceitful in all Mary’s actions, 
and fufpected her of carrying on a dangerous correfpondence with the 
Englifh Catholics, both within and without the kingdom. Nor 
were her fufpicions altogether void of foundation. Mary had, 
about this time, written a letter to Sir Francis Inglefield, urging 
him to haften the execution of what fhe calls the Great plot or De- 
Jgnment, without hefitating on account of any danger in which it 
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might involve her life, which fhe would moft willingly part with, Book VII. 
if, by that facrifice, fhe could procure relief for fo great a number 76 

of the oppreffed children of the Church *. Inftead, therefore, of She ase 
hearkning to the overtures which the Scotch Queen made, or grant- ve as 
ing any mitigation of the hardfhips of which fhe complained, Eli- 

zabeth refolved to take her out of the hands of the Earl of Shrewf- 

bury, and to appoint Sir Amias Paulet, and Sir Drue Drury, to be 

her keepers. Shrewfbury had difcharged his truft with great fide- 

lity, during fifteen years, but, at the fame time, had treated Mary 

with gentlenefs and refpect, and had always {weetened harfh com- 

mands, by. the humanity, with which he put them in execution. 

The fame politenefs was not to be expected from men of an in- 

ferior rank, whofe fevere vigilance, perhaps, was their chief re- 
commendation to that employment, and the only merit, by which 

they could pretend to gain favour or preferment +. 


As James was no lefs eager, than ever, to deprive the banifhed Caan 
nobles of Elizabeth’s protection, he appointed the Mafter of Gray oe 
his ambaflador to the court of England, and intrufted him with . 
the condu& of a negotiation for that purpofe. An honour for 
which he was indebted to the envy and jealoufy of the Earl of 
Arran, Gray poffeffed all the talents of a Courtier ; a graceful per- 
fon, an infinuating addrefs, boundlefs ambition, and a reftlefs and 
intriguing fpirit. During his refidence in France, he had been ad- 
mitted into the moft intimate familiarity with the Duke of Guife, 
and in order to gain his favour, had renounced the Proteftant Re- 
ligion, and profeffed the utmoft zeal for the captive Queen, who 
carried on a fecret’ correfpondence with him, from. which fhe ex- 
pected great advantages. On his return into Scotland, he paid © 
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Book VII. court to James with extraordinary affiduity, and his accomplith- 
grt Ta ments did not fail to make their ufual impreffion on the King’s heart. 

ae Arran, who had introduced him, began quickly to dread his grow- 
ing favour; and flattering himfelf, that abfence would efface any 
fentiments of tendernefs from the mind of a young prince, pointed 
him out, by his malicious praifes, as the moft proper perfon in the 
kingdom, for an embafly of fuch importance; and contributed to 
raife him to that high dignity, in order to haften his fall. Eliza- 
beth, who had an admirable dexterity in difcovering the proper in- 
{truments for carrying on her defigns, endeavoured, by careffes, and 
by prefents, to fecure Gray to her intereft. The former flattered his 
vanity, which was great; the latter fupplied his profufenefs, which 
was {till greater. He abandoned himfelf without referve to Eli- 
zabeth’s directions, and not only undertook to preferve the King 
under the influence of England, but acted as a {py upon the Scotch 
Queen, and betrayed to her rival every fecret, that he could draw 
from her, by his high pretenfions of zeal in her fervice *. 


Hisinteret | GRray’s credit with the Englifh court was extremely galling to 
of England. the banifhed nobles, Elizabeth no longer thought of employing 
her power to reftore them; fhe found it eafy to govern Scotland, 
by corrupting the King’s favourites; and in compliance with Gray’s - 
follicitations, fhe commanded the exiles to leave the north of Eng- 
Jand, and to remove into the heart of the kingdom. This ren- 
dered it difficult for them to hold any correfpondence with their 
partizans in Scotland, and almoft impoffible to return thither with- 
out her permiffion. Gray, by gaining a point which James had fo 
_ much at heart, rivetted himfelf more firmly than ever in his fa- 


December 31. 
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vour ; and by acquiring greater reputation, became capable of ferv- Book VII. 


ing Elizabeth with greater fuccefs *. 1584 


ARRAN had now poffeffed, for fome time, all the power, the 
riches, and the honours, that his immoderate ambition could defire, or aoe 585 a 
the fondnefs of a Prince, who fet no limits to his liberality towards ruption, and 
his favourites, could beftow. The office of Lord Chancellor, the Eeence 
higheft and moft important in the kingdom, was conferred upon 
him, even during the life of the Earl of Argyll, who fucceeded 
Athole in that dignity +. And the public beheld, with aftonith- 
ment and indignation, a man educated. as a foldier of fortune, ig- 
norant of law, and a contemner of juttice, appointed to prefide in 
parliament, in the privy council, in the court of feflion, and intruft- 
ed with the fupreme difpofal of the property of his fellow fubjects, 

. He was, at the fame time, governor of the caftles of Stirling and 
- Edinburgh, the two principal forts in Scotland ; Provoft of the city 
of Edinburgh ; and as if by all thefe accumulated dignities his me- 
rit had not been fufficiently recompenced, he was created Lieutenant 
General over the whole kingdom. No perfon was admitted into 
the King’s prefence without his permiffion; no favour could be 
obtained but by his mediation. James, occupied with youthful 
amufements, devolved upon him the whole regal authority. Such 
unmerited elevation increafed his natural arrogance, and rendered 
‘tintolerable. He was no longer content with the condition of a 
fubjet, but pretended to derive his pedigree from Murdo Duke of 
Albany, and boafted, openly, that his title to the Crown was pre- 
ferable to that of the King himfelf. But, together with thefe thoughts 
of royalty, he retained the meannefs, fuitable to his primitive ftate. 
His venality as a judge was fcandalous, and was exceeded only by 
that cf his wife, who, insdefiance of decency, made herfelf a party 
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in almoft every queftion which came to be decided, employed her 
influence to corrupt, or to overawe the judges, and almoft openly 
dictated their decifions*. His rapacioufnefs as a minifter was in- 
fatiable. Not fatisfied with the revenues of fo many offices; with 


the eftate and honours which belonged to the houfe of Hamilton; + 


or with the greater part of Gowrie’s lands, which had fallen to his 
fhare; he grafped at the poffeffions of feveral of the nobles. He 
required Lord Maxwell to exchange part of his eftate, for the for- 
feited lands of Kinneil; and becaufe he was unwilling to quit an 
ancient inheritance for a poffeffion fo precarious, he ftirred up againft 
him, his old rival, the Laird of Johnfton, and involved that corner 
of the kingdom in a civil war. He committed to prifon the Earl 
of Athole, Lord Home, and the Matter of Caffils; the firft, be- 
caufe he would not divorce his wife, a daughter of the Earl of 
Gowrie, and entail his eftate on him; the fecond, becaufe he was 
unwilling to part with fome lands, adjacent to one of his eftates ; 
and the third, for refufing to lend him money. His fpies and in- 
formers filled the whole country, and intruded themfelves into every 
company. The neareft neighbours diftrufted and feared each other. 
All familiar fociety was at an end. Even the common intercourfes 
of humanity were interrupted, no man knowing in whom to con- 
fide, or where to utter his complaints. There is not perhaps in 
hiftory, any example of a minifter fo univerfally eeetaviere to a na- 
tion, or who more juftly deferved its deteftation +. 


ARRAN, notwithftanding, regardlefs of the fentiments, and de- 
{piling the murmurs of the people, gave a loofe to his natural tem- 
per, and proceeded to acts {till more violent. David Home of Ar- 
gaty, and Patrick his brother, having received letters from one of 
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the banifhed Lords, about private bufinefs, were condemned and Book VII. 


put to death, for holding correfpondence with rebels. Cunning- 
hame of Drumwhafel, and Douglas of Mains, two gentlemen of 
honour and reputation, were accufed of having confpired, with 
the exiled nobles, to feize the King’s perfon. A fingle witnefs only 
appeared ; the evidence they produced of their innocence was un- 
anfwerable ; their accufer himfelf not long after acknowledged that 
he had been fuborned by Arran; and all men believed the charge 
againft them to be groundlefs: they were found guilty, notwith- 
ftanding, and fuffered the death of traitors *. 


Neen seas 
1585. 


ebruary g. 


Axzour the fame time, that thefe gentlemen were punithed for Parry's con- 


a pretended con{piracy, Elizabeth’s life was indangered bya real one. 
Parry, a Doctor of laws, and a Member of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, a man vain and fantaftic, but of a refolute fpirit, had lately 
been reconciled to the Church of Rome; and fraught with the 
zeal of a new convert, he offered todemonftrate the fincerity of his 
attachment to the religion which he had embraced, by killing Eli- 
gabeth. Cardinal Allen had publifhed a book, to prove the mur- 
der of an excommunicated Prince to be not only a lawful, but a 
meritorious action. The Pope’s Nuncio at Venice, the Jefuits both 
there and at Paris, the Englifh exiles, all approved of the defign. 
The Pope himfelf exhorted him to perfevere ; and granted him, for 
his encouragement, a plenary indulgence, and remiffion of his fins, 
Cardinal di Como wrote him a letter to the fame purpofe. But 
though he often got accefs to the Queen, fear, or fome remaining 
fenfe of duty, reftrained him from perpetrating the crime. Hap- 
pily, his intention was at laft difcovered by Nevil, the only perfon 
in England, to whom he had communicated it; and he himfelf 
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Book VII. having voluntarily confeffed his guilt, he fuffered the punifhment 
———-_ which it deferved *. 


1535. 
March 2. 


A fevere fta- 
tute, which 
proved fatal 
to Mary. 


THESE repeated confpiracies againft their Sovereign awakened the 


indignation of the Englifh Parliament, and produced a very extra- 
ordinary ftatute, which, in the end, proved fatal to the Queen of 
Scots. By this law the Affociation in defence of Elizabeth’s life was 
ratified, and it was further enacted ; ‘ that if any rebellion hall be 


«¢ 


excited in the kingdom, or any thing attempted to the hurt of 
her Majefty’s perfon, dy or for any perfon pretending a title to 
the Crown, the Queen fhall impower twenty four perfons, by a 
commiffion under the great feal, to examine into, and pafs fen- 
tence upon fuch offences; and after judgment given, a procla- 
mation fhall be iffued, declaring the perfons whom they find guilty, 
excluded from any right to the Crown ; and her Majefty’s fub- 
jects may lawfully purfue every one of them to the death, with 
all their aiders and abettors. And if any defign againft the life 
of the Queen take effect, the perfons, dy or for whom, fuch a 
deteftable actis executed, and their iffues, being any wife affent- 
ing or privy to the fame, fhall be difabled for ever from pre- 
tending to the Crown, and be purfued to death in the like man- 
ner +.” This at was plainly levelled at the Queen of Scots; 


and whether we confider it as a voluntary expreflion of the zeal 
and concern of the nation for Elizabeth’s fafety, or whether we im- 
pute it to the influence, which that artful Princefs preferved over 


her parliaments, it is no eafy matter to reconcile it with the general 


principles of juftice, or humanity. Mary was thereby rendered 
accountable not only for her own actions, but for thofe of others ; 
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in confequence of which, fhe might forfeit her right of fuccef- Book VII. 
fion, and even her life itfelf. a 
1585. 

Mary juftly confidered this act, as a warning to prepare for Therigour 

the worft extremities. Elizabeth’s minifters, it is probable, had es. 

refolved, by this time, to take away her life; and fuffered books to &4» increafed. 

be publifhed, in order. to perfuade the nation, that this cruel and | 

unprecedented meafure was not only neceffary, but juft*. Even 

that fhort period of her days which remained, they rendered un- 

comfortable, by every hardfhip, and indignity, which it was in 

their power to inflict. Almoft all her fervants were difmiffed ; the 

was treated nolonger with the refpect due to a Queen ; and though 

the rigour of feventeen years imprifonment had broken her con- 

{titution, fhe was confined to two ruinous chambers, fcarce habita- 

ble, even in the middle of fummer, by reafon of cold. Notwith- 

ftanding the f{cantinefs of her revenue, fhe had been accuftomed 

to diftribute regularly fome alms among the poor in the village ad- 

joining to the caftle, Paulet, now, refufed her liberty to per- | 

form this pious and humane office, which had afforded her great 

confolation, amidft her own fufferings. The caftle, in which fhe 

refided, was converted into a common prifon; and a young man, 

fufpected of Popery, was confined there, and treated with fuch rigour, 

under her eye, that he died of the ill ufage. She often complain- 

ed to Elizabeth of thefe multiplied injuries, and expoftulated as 

became a woman, and a Queen; but as no political reafon now 

obliged that Princefs to amufe her any longer with fallacious hopes, 

far from granting her any redrefs, fhe did not even deign to give 

her any anfwer. The King of France, clofely allied to Elizabeth, 

on whom he depended for affiftance, was afraid of efpoufing Mary’s 
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Book VII. caufe, with any warmth; and all his follicitations in her behalf 


Re ned 


158s. 


were feeble, formal, and inefficacious. But Caftelnau, the French 
ambaffador, whofe compaflion and zeal for the unhappy Queen 


- fupplied the defects in his inftructions,- remonftrated with fuch vi- 
_gour againft the indignities, to which fhe was expofed, that, by his 


A breach be- 
tween Mary 
and her fon. 


March 24. 


importunity, he prevailed at length to have her removed to Tuth- 
bury ; though fhe was confined, the greater part of another winter, 
in her prefent wretched habitation *. 


NEITHER the infults of her enemies, nor the neglect of her 
friends, made fuch an impreffion on Mary, as the ingratitude of her 
on. James had hitherto treated his mother with filial refpect, 
and had even entered into negociations with her, which gave um_ 
brage to Elizabeth. But as it was not her intereft that this good 
correfpondence fhould continue, Gray, who, on his return into 
Scotland, found his favour with the King greatly increafed by the 
fuccefs of his embaffy, perfuaded him to write a harfh and unduti- 
ful letter to his mother, in which he exprefly refufed to acknow- 
ledge her to be Queen of Scotland, or to confider his affairs as 
connected, in any wife, with hers. This cruel requital of her ma- 
ternal tendernefs overwhelmed Mary with forrow and defpair. 
«© Was it for this, faid the, in a letter to the French ambaffador, 
“« that I have indured fo much, in order to preferve for him the in- 
‘ heritance, to which I have ajuft nght? Iam far from envying 
‘¢ his authority in Scotland. I defire no power there; nor with to 
“ fet my foot in that kingdom, if it were not for the pleafure of 
once embracing a fon, whom I have hitherto loved with too ten- 
“«« der affection. Whatever he either enjoys, or expects, he derived 
it from me. ‘From him, I never received affiftance, fupply, og 
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benefit of any kind. Let not my allies trgat him any longer as a Book VII. 


© King; he holds that dignity by my confeht; and if a {peedy 
‘* repentance does not appeafe my juft refentment, I will load him 
** with a parent's curfe, and furrender my Crown, with all my pre- 
* tenfions, to one, who will receive them with gratitude, and de- 
fend them with vigour *.” The love which James bore to his mo- 
ther, whom he had never known, nay whom he had been early taught 
to confider as the moft abandoned perfon of her fex, cannot be fup- 
pofed ever to have been ardent ; and he did not now take any pains 
to regain her favour. But whether her indignation at his undutiful 
behaviour, added to her bigotted attachment to Popery, prompted 
Mary at any time to think ferioufly of difinheriting her fon; or whe- 
ther thefe threatnings were uttered in a fudden fally of difappointed 
affection ; it ismow no eafy matter to determine. Some papers which 
are ftill extant feem to render the former not improbable +. | 


EEE alaeeend 
1585. 


Cares of another kind, and no lefs difquieting, occupied Eliza- Dangerous 


fituation"of 


beth’s thoughts. The calm, which fhe had long enjoyed, feemed now Kilizabeth. 


to be at an end ; and fuch ftorms were gathering in every quarter, 
as filled her with juft alarm. All the neighbouring nations had 
undergone revolutions, extremely to her difadvantage. The great 
qualities, which Henry III. had difplayed in his youth, and which 
raifed the expectations of his fubjects fo high, vanifhed on his af- 
cending the throne; and his acquiring fupreme power feems not 
only to have corrupted his heart, but to have impaired his under- 
ftanding. He foon loft the efteem and affection of the nation; and 
a life, divided between the aufterities of a fuperftitious devotion, 
and the extravagancies of the moft diffolute debauchery, rendered 
him as contemptible, as he was odious on account of his rapaciouf- 
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Book VII. nefs, his profufion, and the fondnefs with which he doted on two 
——~y——~_ unworthy minions. On the death of his only brother, thofe fen- 
1595: timents of the people burft out with violence, Henry had no chil- 
dren, and though but thirty two years of age, the fucceffion of the 
Crown was already confidered as open. The King of Navarre, a 
tee ane diftant defcendant of the royal family, but the undoubted heir to 
agues tthe Crown, was a zealous Proteftant. The profpect of an event, 
. fo fatal to their Religion, as his afcending the throne of France, 
alarmed all the Catholics in Europe. And the Duke of Guife, 
countenanced by the Pope, and aided by the King of Spain, ap- 
peared as the defender of the Romith faith, and the affertor of the 
Cardinal of Bourbon’s right to the Crown. In order to unite the 
party, a bond of confederacy was formed, diftinguifhed by the name 
of the Holy League. All ranks of men joined in it with emulation. 
The fpirit fpread with the irrefiftible rapidity, which was natural 
to religious paffions, in that age. The deftruGtion of the Reforma- 
tion not only in France, but all over Europe, feemed to be the ob- - 
Je@& and with of the whole party. And the Duke of Guife, the 
head of this mighty and zealous body, acquired authority in the 
kingdom, far fuperior to that, which the King himfelf poffeffed. 
fromthe Philip II. by the conqueft of Portugal, had greatly increafed the 
power of Phi- naval power of Spain, and had at laft reduced under his dominion 
ae that portion of the Continent, which lies beyond the Pyrenean 
mountains, and which nature feems to have deftined to form one 
great Monarchy. William Prince of Orange, who firft encouraged 
the inhabitants of the Netherlands to affert their liberties, and whofe 
wifdom and valour formed and protected the rifing commonwealth, 
had fallen by the hands of an affaffin. ‘The fuperior genius of the 

Prince of Parma had given an entire turn to the fate of the war in 
the Low Countries ; all his enterprizes, concerted with confummate 


Skill, and executed with equal bravery, had been attended with un- 
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interrupted fuccefs ; and the Dutch, reduced to the laft extremity, Book VII. 
were on the point of falling under the dominion of their ancient ae a 


1505. 


matter... 


None of thofe circumftances, to which Elizabeth had hitherto Her wife and 
owed her fecurity, exifted any longer. © She could derive no ad- er oe 
vantage from the jealoufy, which had fubfifted between France and 
Spain; Philip, by means of his confederacy with the Duke of 
Guife, had an equal fway in the councils of both kingdoms. The 
Hugonots were unable to contend with the power of the 
league; and little could be expected from any diverfion they 
might create. Nor was it probable that the Netherlands could long 
occupy the arms, or divide the ftrength of Spain. In this fituation 
of the affairs of Europe, it became neceffary for Elizabeth to form 
a new plan of conduct; and her wifdom in forming it, was not 
greater than the vigour, with which fhe carried it on. The mea- 

{ures, moft fuitable to her natural temper, and which fhe had hi- 

therto purfued, were cautious and fafe; thofe, fhe now adopted, ~ 

were enterprizing and hazardous. She'preferred peace, but was not 

afraid of war; and was capable, when compelled by neceffity, not 

only of defending herfelf with fpirit, but of attacking her enemies 

with a boldne(s, which averted danger from her own domi- 

nions. She immediately furnifhed the Hugonots with a con- 
fiderable fupply in money. She carried on a private negociation 

with Henry III. who, though compelled to join the league, hated 

the leaders of it, and wifhed for their deftruction. She openly 
undertook the protection of the Dutch commonwealth, and fent a 
powerful army to its afliftance. She endeavoured to form a general 
confederacy of the Proteftant Princes, in oppofition to the Popifh Refolves to 
league. She determined to proceed with the utmoft rigour againft es ards 
the Queen of Scots, whofe fufferings and rights afforded her ene-‘e King. 


Vot. II. Qu mies 
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Book VII. mies a fpecious pretence for invading her dominions. She refolved to 
fV™ redouble her endeavours in order to effect a clofer union with Scot- 


1585. 


May 29. 


Propofes a 
league with 
Scotland. 


july 29. 


land, and to extend and perpetuate her influence over the councils 
of that nation. 


Sue found it no difficult matter to induce moft of the Scotch 
courtiers, to promote all her defigns. Gray, Sir John Maitland, 
who had been advanced to the office of Secretary, which his brother 
formerly held, Sir Lewis Bellenden the Juftice Clerk, who had 
fucceeded Gray as the King’s refident at London, were the perfons 
in whom fhe chiefly confided. In order to direct and quicken their 
motions, fhe defpatched Sir Edward Wotton along with Bellenden 
into Scotland. ‘This man was gay, well-bred, and entertaining ; 
he excelled in all the exercifes, for which James had a paffion ; and 
amufed the young King, by relating the adventures he had met 
with, and the obfervations he had made, during a long refidence in 
foreign countries ; but under the veil of thefe fuperficial qualities, he 
concealed adangerousand intriguing fpirit. He foon grew into high fa- 
vour with James, and while he was feemingly attentive only to plea- 
{ure and diverfions, he acquired influence over the public councils, 
toa degree which it was indecent for a ftranger to poffefs *, 


NotuineG, however, could be more acceptable to the nation, 
than the propofal he made of a ftrict alliance between the two 
kingdoms, in defence of the Reformed Religion. The rapid and 
alarming progrefs of the popith league feemed to call on all Protef- 
tant princes, to unite for the prefervation of their common faith. 
James embraced the overture with warmth, and a Convention of 
eftates impowered him to conclude fuch a treaty, and engaged to 
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ratify it in parliament +. The alacrity, with which James con- Book VII, 
curred in this meafure, muft not be wholly afcribed either to his own 
zeal, or to Wotton’s addrefs; it was owing in part to Elizabeth’s 
liberality. As a mark of her motherly affection for the young 
King, fhe fettled on him an annual penfion of 5000 pounds ; the 
fame fum which her father had allotted her, before the afcended 
the throne. This circumftance, which fhe took care to mention, 
rendered a fum, which in that age was far from being inconfide- 
rable, avery acceptable prefent to the King, whofe revenues, dur- 
ing along minority, had been almoft totally ditfipated *, 


ed 
1585. 


But the chief objet of Wotton’s intrigues, was to ruin Arran. Undermines 
While a minion, fo odious to the nation, continued to govern the et 
King, his affiftance could be of little advantage to Elizabeth. And 
though Arran, ever fince his interview with Hunfdane, had ap= 
peared “extremely zealous for her intereft, fhe could place no great 
confidence in a man, whofe conduct was fo capricious and irregular, 
and who, notwithftanding his proteftations to the contrary, ftill 
continued a fecret correfpondence both with Mary, and with the 
Duke of Guife. The banifhed Lords were attached to England 
from affection, as well as principle, and were the only perfons 
among the Scots whom, in any dangerous exigency, fhe could 
thoroughly truft. Before Bellenden left London, they had been 
fummoned thither, under colour of vindicating themfelves from his 
accufations, but, in reality, to concert with him the moft proper 
meafures for reftoring them to theircountry. Wotton purfued this 
plan, and endeavoured to ripen it for execution ; and it was greatly 
facilitated by an event, neither uncommon nor confiderable. Sir 


John Forfter, and Ker of Ferniherft, the Englifh and Scotch war- 
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Book VII. dens of the middle marches, having met, according to the cuftom 


AVN 
1585. 


Affifts the 
banifhed no- 
bles. 


Oct. 16. 


of the borders, about mid-fummer, a fray arofe, and Lord Ruffel, 
the Earl of Bedford’s eldeft fon, happened to be killed. This fcuffle 
was purely accidental, but Elizabeth chofe to confider it as a defign 
formed by Ker, at the infligation of Arran, to involve the two 
kingdoms in war. She infifted that both of them fhould be deli- 
vered up to her; and though James eluded that demand, he was 
obliged to confine Arran in St. Andrew’s, and Ker in Aberdeen. 
During his abfence from court, Wotton and his aflociates-carried 
on their intrigues without interruption. By their advice, the banifh- 
ed nobles endeavoured to accommodate their differences with Lord 
John, and Lord Claud, the Duke of Chatelherault’s two fons, whom 
Morton’s violence had driven out of the kingdom. Their com- 
mon fufferings, and common intereft, induced both parties to bury 
in oblivion the ancient difcord, which had fubfifted between the 
houfes of Hamilton and Douglas. By Elizabeth’s permiffion, they 
returned in a body to the borders of Scotland. Arran, who had 
again recovered favour, infifted on putting the kingdom in a pofture 
of defence. But Gray, Bellenden, and Maitland, fecretly thwarted 
all his meafures. Some neceflary orders they prevented from being 
iffued ; others they rendered ineffectual, by the manner of exe- 
cution; and all of them were obeyed flowly, and with reluc- 
tance *. rs | 


WorTTon’s fertile brain was, at the fame time, big with Shoe 
ther, and more dangerous plot. He had contrived to fcize the 
King, and to carry him by force into England. But the defign 
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-was happily difcovered ; and in order to avoid the punifhment his Bock VII, 
‘treachery merited, he departed without taking leave *, eee 
bgt | | : : 1505. 


- Mean while, the banifhed Lords haftened the execution of their They return 
enterprize ; and as their friends and vaflals were now ready to join Ha eee 
‘them, they entered Scotland. Wherever they came, they were 8 
welcomed as the deliverers of their ‘country, and the moft fervent” 
prayers were put upto heaven, for the fuccefs of their arms, They 
advanced, without lofing’ a moment, towards Stirling, at the head 

of 10,009 men, The King, though he had aflembled an army 
fuperior in number, could not venture to meet them in the field, with 

‘troops, whofe loyalty was extremely dubious, and who, at beft, 

were far from being hearty in the caufe; nor was either the town 

or caftle provided for a fiege. The gates, however, of both were 

fhut, and the nobles encamped at St. Ninians. ‘That fame night yoy. >. 
they furprized the town, or more probably it was betrayed into their 

hands; and Arran, who had undertaken to defend it, was obliged 

to fave himfelf by a precipitate flight. Next morning they inveft- 

ed the caftle, in which there were not provifions for twenty four 

hours ; and James was neceffitated immediately to hearken to terms 

of accommodation. They were not fo elated with fuccefs, as to 

urge extravagant demands, nor was the King unwilling to make 

every reafonable conceflion. They obtained a pardon, in the moft 

ample form, of all the offences, they had committed; the prin- 

cipal forts in the kingdom were, by way of fecurity, put into theic 

hands; Crawford, Montrofe, and Colonel Stewart were removed 

from the King’s prefence ; and a parliament was called, to eftablifh 


tranquillity in the nation +. 
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THoucu a great majority in this parliament confifted of the con- 
federate nobles and their adherents, they were far from difcovering 
a vindictive fpirit. Satisfied with procuring an act, reftoring them 
to their ancient honours and eftates, and ratifying the pardon grant- 
ed by the King, they feemed willing to forget all paft errors in the ad- 
miniftration, and {pared James the mortification of feeing his Mi- 
nifters branded with any public note of infamy. Arran, alone, 
deprived of all his honours, ftripped of his borrowed fpoils, and 
declared an enemy to his country by public proclamation, funk back 
into obfcurity, and muft, henceforth, be mentioned by his primitive 
title of Captain James Stewart. As he had been, during his un- 
merited profperity, the object of the hatred and indignation of his 
countrymen, they beheld his fall without pity, nor did all his fuf- 
ferings mitigate their refentment in the leaft degree. 


Tue Clergy were the only body of men, who obtained no redrefs of 
their grievances by this Revolution. The confederate nobles had, all 
along, affected to be confidered as guardians of the privileges and dif- 
cipline ofthe Church. In all their manifeftos they had declared their 
refolution to reftore thefe, and by that popular pretence, had gained 
many friends. It was now naturalto expect fome fruit of thefe promifes, 
and fome returns of gratitude towards many of the moft eminent 
preachers, who had fuffered in their caufe, and who demanded the 
repeal of the laws paffed the preceding year. The King, how- 
ever, was. refolute to maintain thefe laws in full authority ; and as 
the nobles were extremely follicitous not to difguft him, by infifting 
on any difagreeable requeft, the claims of the Church in this, as well 
as in many former inftances, were facrificed to the intereft of the 
laity. The Minifters gave vent to their indignation in the pulpit, and 

their 
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their impatience under the difappointment broke out in fome Book VII. 

expreffions, extremely difrefpetful even towards the King himfelf *, 7386. 
Tue Archbifhop of St. Andrew’s, too, felt the effects of their 

anger. The Provincial Synod of Fife fummoned him to appear, 

and to anfwer for his contempt of the decrees of former Affem- 

blies, in prefuming to exercife the fundction of a Bifhop. And 

though he refufed to acknowledge the jurifdition of the court, and 

appealed from it to the King, a fentence of excommunication, 

equally indecent and irregular, was pronounced againft him. Apriti3. 

Adamfon, with no lefs indecency, thundered his archiepifcopal ex- 

communication againft Melvil, and fome other of his oppo- 

nents. 


Soon after, a General Aflembly was held, in which the King, 
with fome difficulty, obtained an act, permitting the name and 
office of a Bifhop ftill to continue in the Church. The power of 
the order, however, was confiderably retrenched. The exercife 
of difcipline, and the infpection of the life and do@rine of the 
Clergy, were committed to Prefbyteries, in which Bifhops fhould 
be allowed no other pre-eminence, but that of prefiding as per- 
petual moderators. ‘They themfelves were declared to be fubjedt, in 
the fame manner as other paftors, to the jurifdiction of the General 
Affembly. And as the difcuffion of the Archbifhop’s appeal might 
have kindled unufual heats in the Affembly, that affair was terminat- 
ed by acompromife. He renounced any claim of fupremacy over 
the Church, and promifed to demean himfelf fuitably to the cha- 
racter of a Bifhop, as defcribed by St. Paul. The Affembly, with- 
out examining the foundations of the fentence of excommunica- 


® Spotfw. 243. 


tion, 


Book VII. tion, declared that it fhould be held of no effeét, and reftored him 
UNO» to all the privileges, which he enjoyed before it was pronounced. 
eo: Notwithftanding the extraordinary tendernefs fhewn for the honour 
of the fynod, and the delicacy and refpe&t, with which its jurifdic- 
tion was treated, feveral members were fo zealous as to proteft a- 

gainit this decifion *. : 


Alcaguewith THE court of Scotland was now filled with perfons, fo warmly 
sa "attached to Elizabeth, that the league between the two king- 
doms, propofed laft year, met with no interruption, but from D’Ef- 
neval the French Envoy. ° James himfelf firft propofed to renew the 
negociation. Elizabeth did not fuffer fuch a favourable opportu- 
July 5. nity to flip, and inftantly defpatched Randolph to conclude a treaty, 
which fhe fo much defired. The danger to which the Proteftant 
religion was expofed, by the late combination of the Popith powers 
for its deftruction, and the neceffity of a ftri@ confederacy among 
thofe, who had embraced the Reformation, in order to obftrué 
their pernicious defigns, were mentioned as the foundation of the 
league. The chief articles in it were, that both parties fhould bind 
themfelves to defend the Evangelic Religion; that the league fhould 
be offenfive and defenfive againft all, who thall endeavour to difturb 
the exercife of religion in either kingdom; that if one of the two 
parties be invaded, the other, notwithftanding any former alliance, 
fhould not direétly or indire@ly affift the invader ; that if England 
be invaded in any part remote from Scotland, James fhould affitt 
the Queen with 2000 horfe, and 5000 foot; that if the encmy 
landed or approached within fixty miles of Scotland, the King fhould 
take the field with his whole forces, in the fame manner, as he 
would do in defence of his own kingdom. Elizabeth, in return, 
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undertook to actin defence of Scotland, if it fhould be invaded. Book VII. 
At the fame time, fhe affured the King that no ftep fhould be taken, 1586. 
which might derogate in any degree from his pretenfions to the 

Englith Crown *. Elizabeth exprefled great fatisfaction with a 

treaty, which rendered Scotland an ufeful ally, inftead of a dange- 

rous neighbour, and afforded her a degree of fecurity on that fide, 

which all her anceftors had aimed at, but none of them had been 

able to obtain. Zeal for religion, together with the bleffings of 

peace, which both kingdoms had enjoyed during a confiderable pe- 

riod, had fo far abated the violence of national antipathy, that the 

King’s conduct was univerfally acceptable to his own people -. 


THE acquittal of Archbald Douglas, at this time, expofed James 
to much and deferved cenfure. This man was deeply engaged in 
the confpiracy againft the life of the King his father. Both Mor- 
ton, and Binny one of his own fervants, who fuffered for that crime, 
had accufed him of being prefent at the murder ||. He had efcaped 
punifhment by flying into England, and James had often required 
Elizabeth to deliver up a perfon fo unworthy of her protection. He 
now obtained a licence, from the King himfelf, to return into Scot- 
land; and after undergoing a mock trial, calculated to conceal ra- 
ther than to,deteét his guilt, he was not only taken into favour by 
the King, but fent back to the court of England, with the honou- 
rable character of his ambaflador. James was now of fuch an age, 
that his youth and inexperience cannot be pleaded in excufe for this 
indecent tranfaction. It muft be imputed tothe exceffive facility 
of his temper, which often led him to gratify his courtiers, at the 
expence of his own dignity and reputation f. 
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Not long after, tue inconfilerate affection of the Enetith Catho-= 


-—v~—~ lics towards Mary, and their implacable refentincnt againft Eliza- 


( e 
Rite of Bab- 
inoton’s con- 
{piracy a- 
gaunt Cilza- 
beth, 


April 26. 


May 15. 


beth, gave rife to a confpiracy, which proved fatal to theone Queen, 
left an indelible ftain onthe reputation of the other, and prefented 
a fpectacle to Europe, of which there had hitherto becn no example 
in the hiftory of mankind. 


Doctor Gifford, Gilbert Gifford, and Hodgfon, priefts educated 
in the feminary at Rheims, had adopted an extravagant and enthu- 
fiattic notion, that the Bull of Pius V. againft Elizabeth was dictated 
immediately by the Holy Guhoft. This wild opinion they inftilled 
into Savage, an officer in the Spanifh army, noted for his furious 
zeal, and daring courage; and perfuaded him that no fervice could 
be fo acceptable to Heaven, as to take away the life of an excom- 
municated Heretic. Savage, eager to obtain the Crown of mar- 
tyrdom, boundhimfelf, by a folemn vow, to kill Elizabeth. Bal- 
lard, a trafficking prieft, had at that time come over to Paris, and 
follicited Mendoza the Spanifh ambaffador there, to procure an in- 
vafion of England, while the affairs of the league were fo proipe- 
rous, and the kingdom leit naked by fending fo many of the Queen’s 
beft troops into the Netherlands. Paget and the Englifh exiles de- 
monftrated the fruitlefsnefs of {uch an attempt, unlefs Elizabeth were 
firft cut off, or the invaders fecured of a powerful concurrence on 
their landing. [fit could be hoped that either of thefe events would 
happen, effectual aid was promifed; and in the mean time Ballard 
was fent back to renew his intrigues. 


Hr communicated his defigns to Anthony Babington, a young 
gentleman in Derbyfhire, of a plentiful fortune, and many amiable 
qualities, who having contracted, during his refidence in France, a 
familiarity with the Archbifhop of Glafgow, had been recommend- 


ed 
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ed by him to the Qucen of Scots. He concurred with Paget in Book VU. 
confidering the death of Elizabeth as a neceffary preliminary to any ng 
invafion. Ballard gave him hopes that an end would foon be put to at 58": 
her days, and imparted to him Savage’s vow, who was now in Lon- 
don waiting for ‘an opportunity to ftrike the blow. But Babington 
thought the attempt of too much importance, to rely on a fingle 
hand for the execution of it, and propofed that five refolute gen- 
tlemen fhould be joined with Savage in an enterprize, the fuccefs 
of which, was the foundation of all their hopes. He offered to 
find out perfons willing to undertake the fervice, whofe honour, 
fecrecy, and courage, they might fafely truft. He accordingly 
opened the matter to Edward Windfor, Thomas Salifbury, Charles 
Tilney, Chidioc Tichbourne, Robert Gage, John Travers, Robert 
Barnwell, John Charnock, Henry Dun, John Jones, and Polly, all 
of them, except Polly, whofe buftling forward zeal introduced 
him into their fociety, gentlemen of good families, united together 
in the bonds of private friendfhip, ftrengthencd by the more power- 
ful tie of religious zeal. Many confultations were held; their plan June. 
of operations was at laft fettled; and their different parts affigned. 
Babington himfelf was appointed to refcue the Queen of Scots;.,, ews 
Salifbury, with fome others, undertook to excite feveral countrieg ofthe con- 
pirators. 

to take arms; the murder of the Queen, the moft dangerous and 
important fervice of all, fell to Tichbourne and Savage, with four 
affociates. And fo totally had their bigotted prejudices extinzuithed 
the principles of honour, and the fentiments of humanity, fuitable 
to theirrank, that without fcruple or compundtion, they undertook an 
action, which is vicwed with horror, even when committed by the 
meaneft and moft profligate of mankind. ‘This attempt, on tie 
contrary, appeared to them nolefs honourable than it was defperate, 
and in order to perpetuate the memory of it, they had a picture 
drawn containing the portraits of the fix affaffins, with that of Bab- 
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em ame 
1586. 


Difcovered by 
Walfingham. 


They are’ 
feized and 
punifhed, 

Augult 4. 


embarked in fome hazardous defign, 


The confpirators, as appears by this wanton and imprudent in- 
ftance of vanity, feem to have thought a difcovery fcarce poffible, 
and neither diftrufted the fidelity of their companions, nor doubted 
the fuccefs of their undertaking. But while they believed that their 
machinations were carried on with the moft profound and impene- 
trable fecrecy, every ftep they took was fully known ta Walfingham. 
Polly was one of his fpies, and had entered into the confpiracy 
with no other defign than to betray his affociates. Gilbert Gifford, 
too, having been fent over to England to quicken the motions of 
the confpirators, had been gained by Walfingham, and gave him fure 
intelligence of all their projects. ‘That vigilant minifter immedi- 
ately imparted the difcoveries which he had made to Elizabeth ; and 
without communicating the matter to any other of the Counfellors, 
they agreed, in order to underftand the plot more perfectly, to wait. 
till it was ripened into fome form, and brought near the point of 
execution. 


At laft, Elizabeth thought it dangerous and criminal to expofe 
her own life, and to tempt providence any farther. Ballard, the 
prime mover in the whole confpiracy,. was arrefted. His affociates, 


difconcerted and ftruck with aftonifhment, endeavoured to fave 


themfelves by flight. But, within a few days, all of them, except 
Windfor, were feized in different places of the kingdom, and com- 
mitted tothe Tower. Though they had undertaken the part, they 
wanted the firm and determined {pirit of affaffins; and, influenced 
by fear or by hope, difcovered all they knew. The indignation of 
the people, and their impatience to revenge fuch an execrable com- 
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bination againft the life of their Sovereign, haftened their trial, Book VII. 


and all of them ‘fuffered the death of traitors *, ee 
) ee 
Tuus far Elizabeth’s conduct may be pronounced both prudent Mary is ac- 
and laudable, nor can fhe be accufed of violating any law of hu- ee 
manity, or of taking any precautions beyond what were neceflary es 
for her own fafety. But a tragical {cene followed, with regard to 


which, pofterity will pafs a very different judgment. 


Tue frantic zeal of a few rath young men accounts fufficiently for 
all the wild and wicked defigns which they had formed. But this was 
not the light, in which Elizabeth and her Minifters chofe to place 
the confpiracy. ‘They reprefented Babington and his affociates to 
be inftruments employed by the Queen of Scots, the real though 
fecret author of fo many attempts againft the life of Elizabeth, and 
the peace of her kingdoms. They produced letters, which they 
afcribed to her, in fupport of this charge. Thefe, as they gave 
out, had come into their hands, by a very. fingular and myfterious 
method of conveyance. Gifford, on his return into England, had 
been intrufted with letters to Mary ; but in order to make a trial of his 
fidelity or addrefs, they were only blank papers made up in that 
form. Thefe being fafely delivered, he was afterwards employed 
without farther fcruple. By Walfingham’s permiffion, and the 
connivance of Paulet, he bribed a tradefman in the neighbourhood 
of Chartley, whither Mary had been conveyed, who depofited the 
letters ina hole in the wall of the caftle, covered with a loofe ftone, 
Thence they were taken by the Queen, and in the fame manner, 
her anfwers returned. All thefe were carried to Walfingham, 
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opened by him, decyphered, fealed again fo dexteroufly that the 
fraud could not be perceived, and then tran{mitted to the perfons 
to whom they were directed. ‘Two lettersto Babington, with feveral 
to Mendoza, Paget, Englefield, and the Englifh fugitives, were pro- 
cured by this artifice. It was given out that in thefe letters Mary ap- 
proved of the confpiracy, and even of the affaffination ; that fhe 
directed them to proceed with the utmoft circumfpection, and 
not to take arms till foreign auxiliaries were ready tojoin them ; that 
fhe recommended the Earl of Arundel, his brothers, and the young 
Earl of Northumberland, as proper perfons to conduc and to add 
reputation to their enterprize ; that fhe advifed them, if poffible, 
to excite at the fame time fome commotion in Ireland; and above 
all, befought them to concert with care the means of her efcape, 
fuggefting to them feveral expedients for that purpofe, 


Aut thefe circumftances were opened at the trial of the confpi- 
rators. And while the nation was under the influence of thofe 
terrors which the affociation had raifed, and the late danger had 
augmented, they were believed without hefitation or enquiry, and 
fpread a general alarm. Mary’s zeal for her religion was well 
known; and in that age, examples of the violent and fanguinary 
fpirit which it infpired, were numerous, All the cabals againft the 
peace of the kingdom for many years had been carried onin her 
name ; and it now appears evidently, faid the Englith, thatthe fafety 
of the one Queen is incompatible with that of the other. Why 
then, added they, fhould the tranquillity of England be facrificed 
for the fake of a ftranger? Why was a life fo dear to the nation 
expofed to the repeated afiaults of an exafperated rival? The cafe 
fuppofed in the affociation, has now happened, the facred perfon 
of our Sovereign has been threatened, and why fhould not an 
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injured people execute that jut revenge which they had Book VIL 
qe eed 

vowed t 1686, 


No fentiments could be more azrceable than thefe to Elizabeth flizsteth re- 

— fulvcs to pro- 
and her Minifters. They themfelves had at firft propagated them o2:) 6 ule 
among the people, and they now ferved both as an apology, and a bimc# extre- 


motive, for their proceeding to fuch extremities againft the Scotch her. — 
Queen, as they had long meditated. The more injuries Elizabeth 
heaped on Mary, the more fhe feared and hated that unhappy Queen, 
and came at laft to be perfuaded that there could be no other fe- 
curity for her own life, but the death of her rival. Eurleizh and 
Walfingham had promoted fo zealoufly all her meafures with regard 
to Scotch affairs ; and had acted, with fo little referve, in oppofition 
to Mary; that they had reafon to dread the moft violent effects of 
her refentment, if ever fhe fhould mount the throne of England, 
and therefore they endeavoured to hinder an event fo fatal to them- 
felves, by confirming their Miitrefs’s fear and hatred of the fcotch 
ueen. 


Mean while, Mary was guarded with unufual vigilance, and great prerdomettics, 
care was taken to keep her ignorant of the difcovery of the con- Pre 3° 
‘fpiracy. Sir Thomas Gorges was at laft fent from court, to ac- 
quaint her both of it, and of the imputation with which fhe was 
loaded as acceflory to that crime; and he furprized her with the ac- 
count, juft as fhe had goton horfeback to ride out along with her 
keepers. She was ftruck with aftonifhment, and would have re- 
turned to her apartment. But fhe was not permitted; and in her 
abfence, her private clofet was broke cpen, her cabinet and papers were 
feized, fealed, and fent up to court. Her principal domeitics, too, 
were arref{ted, and committed to different keepers. Naucé and Curle, 


1. her 
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Book VII. her two fecretaries, the one a native of France, the other of Scot- 
ee land, were carried prifoners to London. All the money in her 
ea ' cuftody, amounting to little more than 2000 pounds, was fecured. 
| And after leading her about, for fome days, from one gentleman’s 
houfe to another, fhe was conveyed to Fotheringay, a seheie caftle 

in Northamptonfhire *, 


Deliberates No farther evidence could now be expected againft Mary, and 
ae nothing remained but to decide what fhould be her fate. With re- 
proceeding. gard to this, Elizabeth and thofe Minifters in whom fhe chiefly con- 
fided, feem to have taken their refolution ; but there was {till great 
variety of fentiments among her other Counfellors. Some thought 
it fufficient to difmifs all Mary’s attendants, and to keep her under 
fuch clofe reftraint, as would cut off all poffibility of correfponding 
with the enemies of the kingdom ; and“as her conftitution, broken 
by long confinement, and her fpirit dejected with fo many cares, 
could not long fupport fuch an additional load, the Queen and na- 
tion would foon be delivered from all their fears. But though it 
might be eafy to fecure Mary’s own perfon, it was impoffible to di- 
minifh the reverence which the Roman Catholics had for her name, 
or to extinguifh the compaffion with which they viewed her fuf- 
ferings; while thefe. continued, infurrections and invafions would 


never be wanting for her relief, and the only effect of any newri- - 


gour would be to render them more frequent and dangerous. For 
this reafon the expedient was rejected. 


Determinesto 4 Public and legal trial, though the moft unexampled, was judged 
ieee pub- the moft unexceptionable method of proceeding ; apd it had at the 
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fame time, a femblance of juftice, accompanied with an air of dig- Bock VII. 
nity. It was in vain to fearch the ancient records, for any ftatute 86. 
or precedent, to juftify {uch an uncommon ftep, as the trial of a es 
foreign Prince, who had not entered the kingdom in arms, but had 

fled thither for refuge. The proceedings againft her were founded 

on the act of laft Parliament, and by applying it in this manner, the © 
intention of thofe who had framed that fevere ftatute became more 

apparent *, 


ELIZABETH refolved that no circumftance of pomp or folemnity 
fhould be wanting, which could render this tranfaction fuch as be- 
came the dignity of the perfon to be tried. She appointed, by a 
commiflion under the great feal, forty perfons, the moft illuftrious 
in the kingdom, by their birth or offices, together with five of the 
judges, to hear and decide this great caufe. Many difficulties were 
ftarted by the lawyers, about the name and title by which Mary 
fhould be arraigned; and while the effentials of juftice were fo grofly 
violated, the empty forms of it were the objects of theircare. They 
at length agreed that fhe fhould be ftiled, “« Mary, daughter and | 
“ heir of James V. late King of Scots, commonly called Queen of 
‘© Scots, and Dowager of France +. 


AFTER the many indignities which fhe had lately fuffered, Mary 
could no longer doubt but that her deftruction was determined, She 
expected, every moment, to end her days by poifon, or by fome of 
thofe fecret means, ufually employed againft captive Princes. And 
left the malice of her enemies, at the fame time that it deprived 
her of life, fhould endeavour likewife to blaft her reputation, the 
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wrote to the Duke of Guife, and vindicated herfelf, in the ftrongeft 
terms, from the imputation of encouraging or being acceflory to 
the confpiracy for affaffinating Elizabeth *. In the folitude of her 
prifon, the ftrange refolution of bringing her to a public trial had 
not reached her ears, nor did the idca of any thing fo unprecedented, 
and fo repugnant to regal Majefty, once enter into her thoughts. 


On the eleventh of Oober, the commiffioners appointed by 
Elizabeth arrived at Fotheringay. Next morning they delivered 


‘a letter from her to Mary, in which, after the bittereft reproaches 


and accufations, fhe informed her, that regard to her own fafety 
had, at laft, rendered it neceffary to make a public enquiry into her 
conduét, and therefore required her, as fhe had lived fo long under 
the protection of the laws of England, to fubmit now to the trial, 
which they ordained to be taken of hercrimes. Mary, though fur- 
prized at the meffage, was neither appalled at the danger, nor un- 
mindful of her own dignity. She protefted, in the moft folemn 
manner, that fhe was innocent of the crime laid to her charge, 
and had never countenanced any attempt againft the life of the 
Queen of England ; but, at the fame time, refufed to acknowlege 
the jurifdition of her commiffioners. ‘* I came into the king- 
«¢ dom,” faid fhe, “an independent Sovereign, to implore the 
Queen’s affiftance, not to fubject myfelf to her authority. Nor 
ismy fpirit fo broken by its paft misfortunes, or fo intimidated 
by prefent dangers, as to ftoop to any thing unbecoming the 
Majefty of a crowned head, or that will difgrace the anceftors 
from whom I am defcended, and the- fon to whom I hall leave 
“my throne. If I mutt be tried, Princes alone can be my Peers. 
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“« The Queen of England’s fubjects, however noble their birth Book VII. 


“< may be, are of arank inferior to miine. Ever fince my arrival 
«© in this kingdom, I have been confined as a prifoner. Its laws 
‘* never afforded me any protection. Let them not now be per- 
“ verted, in order to take away my life.” 


THE commiffioners employed arguments and intreaties to over- 
come Mary’s refolution. They even threatened to proceed according 
to the forms of law, and to pafs fentence againft her on account of 
her contumacy in refufing to plead; fhe perfifted, however, for two 
days to decline their jurifdiction. An argument urged by Hatton, 
the Vice-Chamberlain, at laft prevailed. He told her, that by 
avoiding a trial, fhe injured her own reputation, and deprived her- 
felf ofthe only opportunity of fetting her innocence in a clear light ; 
and that nothing would be more agreeable to them, or more ac- 
ceptable to the Queen their Miftrefs, than to be convinced, by un- 
doubted evidence, that fhe had been unjuftly loaded with thefe 
foul afperfions. 


] 


Sn ie A 
556. 


No wonder pretexts fo plaufible fhould impofe on the unwary Confents 
Queen, or that fhe, unaffifted, at that time, by any friend or coun- ies re 


fellor, fhould not be able to deteét and elude all the artifices of 
Elizabeth’s ableft Minifters, Ina fituation equally melancholy, and 
under circumftances nearly fimilar, her Grandfon, Charles I, re- 
fufed, with the utmoft firmnefs, to acknowlege the ufurped jurif- 
dition of the High Court of Juftice ; and pofterity has approved 
his conduét, as fuitable to the dignity of a King. If Mary was 
lefs conftant in her refolution, it muft be imputed folely to her anxi- 
ous defire of. vindicating her own honour. 
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At her appearance before the Judges, who were feated in the 


ANY preat hall of the caftle, where they received her with much cere- 


1586. 
O&. 14. 


The accufa- 
tion againft 
her, 


Her defence. 


mony, fhe took care to proteft, that by condefcending to hear and 
to give an anfwer to the accufations, which fhould be offered 
againft her, fhe neither acknowledged the jurifdiction of the court, 
nor admitted of the validity and juftice of thofe aéts, by which they 
pretended to try her. 


Tue Chancellor, by a counter-proteftation, endeavoured to vin- 
dicate the authority of the court. 


TuHen the Queen’s Attorney and Sollicitor opened the charge 
againft her, with all the circumftances of the late confpiracy. Copies 
of her letters to Mendoza, Babington, Englefield and Paget were 
produced. Babington’s confeffion, thofe of Ballard, Savage, and 
the other confpirators, together with the declarations of Naué and 
Curle her fecretaries, were read, and the whole ranged in the moft 
fpecious order, which the art of the lawyers could devife, and 
heightened by every colour, their eloquence could add. 


Mary liftened to their harangues attentively, and without emo- 
tion. Butat the mention of the Earl of Arundel’s name, who was 
then confined in the Tower, on fufpicion of being acceflyry to the . 
confpiracy, fhe broke out into this tender and generous exclamation. 
«© Alas! how much has the noble houfe of Howard fuffered for 
«© my fake!” 


Wuen the Queen’s council had finifhed, Mary ftood up, and 
with great magnanimity, and equal prefence of mind, began her 
defence. She bewailed the unhappinefs of her own fituation, that, 
after a captivity of nineteen years, during which fhe had fuffered 


treatment 
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treatment no lefs cruel than unmerited, fhe was at laft loaded with Book VII. 
an accufation, ‘which tended not only to rob her of her richt of 7086. 
fucceffion, and to deprive her of life itfelf, but to tranfmit her name oe 
with infamy to future ages: That, without regarding the facred 

rights of fovereignty, fhe was now fubjected to the laws framed 

againft private perfons; though an anointed Queen, commanded to 

appear before the tribunal of fubjects; and like a common crimi- 

nal, her honour expofed to the petulant tonzues of lawyers, ca- 

pable of wrefting her words, and of mifreprefenting her actions: 

That, even in this difhonourable fituation, fhe was denied the pri- 

vileges ufually granted to criminals, and obliged to undertake her 

own defence, without the prefence of any friend with whom to 

advife, without the aid of council, and without the ufe of her own 


papers. 


Sue then proceeded to the particular articles in the accufation: 
She abfolutely denied any correfpondence with Babington: The 
name of Ballard was not fo much as known to her: Copies only 
of her pretended letters to them were produced: Though nothing 
lefs than her hand-writing or fubfcription was fufficient to convict 
her of fuch an odious crime: No proof could be brought that the 
letters were delivered into her hands, of that any anfwer was re- 
turned by her direction: The confeffions of wretches, condemned 
and executed for fuch a deteftable action, were of little weight ; 
fear or hope might extort from them many things inconfiftent with 
truth, nor ought the honour of a Queen to be ftained by fuch vile 
teftimony. The declaration of her fecretaries was not more con- 
clufive ; promifes and threats might eafily overcome the refolution of 
two ftrangers; in order to fcreen themfelves, they might throw the 
blame on her; but they could difcover nothing’ to her prejudice, 
without violating, in the firft place, their oath of fidelity ; and their 

| 2 a perjury, 
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Book VII. perjury, in one inftance, rendered them unworthy of credit in 
“~~~ another: The letters to the Spanifh ambaflador were either nothing 
more than copies, or contained only what was perfectly innocent : 
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I have often,” continued fhe, ‘* made fuch efforts for the re- 
covery of my liberty, as are natural to a human creature. And 
convinced, by the fad experience of fo many years, that it was 
vain to expect it from the juftice or generofity of the Queen of 
England, I have frequently follicited foreign Princes, and called 
on all my friends to employ their whole intereft for my re- 
lief. I have, likewife, endeavoured to procure for the Englifh. 
Catholics fome mitigation of the rigour with which they are 
now treated; and if I could hope, by my death, to deliver them 
from oppreffion, I am willing to die for their fake. I with, how- 
ever, to imitate the example of Efther, not of Judith, and 
would rather make interceflion for my people, than fhed the 
blood of the meaneft creature, in order to fave them. I have 
often checked the intemperate zeal of my adherents, when either 
the feverity of their own perfecutions, or indignation at the un- 
heard-of injuries which I have endured, were apt to precipitate 
them into violent councils. I have even warned the Queen 
of dangers to which thefe harth proceedings expofed herfelf. 
And worn out, as I now am, with cares and {ufferings, the prof- 
pect of a Crown is not fo inviting, that I fhould ruin my foul 
in order to obtain it. Iam no ftranger to the feelings of huma- 
nity, nor unacquainted with the duties of religion, and abhor 
the deteftable crime of affaffination, as equally repugnant to 
both. And, if ever I have given confent by my words, or even 
by my thoughts, to any attempt againft the life of the Queen 
of England, far from declining the judgment of men, I thal] not 
even pray for the mercy of God, *” 
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Two different days did Mary appear before the judges, and in Book VII. 
every part of her behaviour maintained the magnanimity of a "eee 
Queen, tempered with the gentlenefs and modefty of a woman. owe 


Tue commiffioners,. by Elizabeth’s exprefs command, adjourn- sentence a- 
ed, without pronouncing any fentence, to the Star-Chamber in hia 
Weltminfter. When affembled in that place, Naué and Curle were 
brought into court, and confirmed their former declaration upon 
oath. And after reviewing their whole proceedings, the commif- 
fioners unanimoufly declared Mary “ To be acceflory to Babington’s 
“ confpiracy, and to have imagined diverfe matters, tending to the 
« hurt, death, and deftruction of Elizabeth, contrary to the ex- 

“ prefs words of the ftatute, made for the fecurity of the Queen’s 


iie.* 


Ir is no eafy matter to determine whether the injuftice in ap-= Irrcoularities 
pointing this trial, or the irregularity in conduéting it, were greats im the tial. 
eft and moft flagrant. By what right did Elizabeth claim authority 
over an independent Queen? Was Mary bound to comply with the 
laws of a foreign kingdom? How could the fubjects of another 
Prince become her judges? Or if fuch an infult on royalty were 
allowed, ought not the common forms of juftice to have been ob- 
ferved? If the teflimony of Babington and his affociates was fo 
explicit, why did not Elizabeth {pare them for a few weeks, and 
by confronting them with Mary, overwhelm her with the full con- 
viction of her crimes? Naué and Curle were both alive, wherefore 
did not they appear at Fotheringay, and for what reafon were they 
produced in the Star-Chamber, where Mary was not prefent to hear 
what they depofed? Was this fufpicious evidence enough to con- 
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Book VII.demn a Queen? Ought the meaneft criminal to have been found 


Caae 
.1586. 


guilty, upon fuch feeble and inconclufive proofs ? 


Ir was not, however, on the evidence produced at her trial, that the 
fentence againft Mary was founded. That ferved as a pretence to juf- 


tify, but was not the caufe of the violent fteps taken by Elizabeth 


‘The parlia- ~ 


ment confirm 


the fentence, 


and demand 


and her Minifters towards her deftruction ; and was employed to give 
fome appearance of juftice, to what was the offspring of jealoufy and 
fear, And the nation, blinded with refentment againft Mary, and 
folicitous to fecure the life of its own Sovereign from every danger, 
obferved no irregularities in the proceedings, and attended to no de- 
fects in the proof, but grafped at fufpicions and probabilities, as if 
they had been urefragable demonftrations, 


THE parliament met a few days after fentence was pronounced 
againft Mary. In that illuftrious affembly, more temper and dif- 
cernment, than are to be found among the people, might have 
been expected. Both Lords and Commons, however, were equally 
under the dominion of popular prejudices and paffions, and the 
fame excefies of zeal or of fear, which prevailed in the nation, are 
apparent in all their proceedings. Thcy entered with impatience 
upon an Inquiry into the confpiracy, and the dangers which threat- 
ned the Queen’s life, and the peace of the kingdom. All the pa- 
pers, which had been produced at Fotheringay, were laid before 
them. And after many violent invetives againft the Queen of 
Scots, both houfes, unanimoufly, ratified the proceedings of the 
commiflioners by whom fhe had beentried, and declared the fen- 
tence again{t her to be juft and well founded. Not fatisfied with’ 
this, they prefented a joint addrefs to the Queen, befeeching her, _ 


the execution aS fhe regarded her own fafety, the prefervation of the Proteftant 


of it. 
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religion, the welfare and withes of her pcople, to publifh the fentence ; Book VII. 
and without farther delay to infli@ on a rival, no lefs irrcclaimable =~ 
é 1500. 

than dangerous, the punifhment which fhe had merited by fo many 

crimes. This requeft, dictated by fears unworthy of that great 
Afflembly, was enforced by reafons ftill more unworthy. They 

were drawn not from juftice, but from conveniency. The moft ri- 

gorous confinement, it was pretended, could not curb Mary’s in- 
triguing fpirit; her addrefs was found, by long experience, to be an 
overmatch for the vigilance and jealoufy of all her keepers: The 
fevereft penal laws could not reftrain her adherents, who, while 

they believed her perfon to be facred, would defpife any danger to 

which themfelves alone were expofed: Several foreign Princes were 

ready to fecond their attempts, and waited only a proper opportu- 

nity for invading the kingdom, and afferting the Scotch Queen’s 

title to the Crown. Her life, for thefe reafons, was incompatible 

with Elizabeth’s fafety; and if fhe were fpared out of a falfe cle- 

mency, the Queen’s perfon, the religion and liberties of the king- 

dom, could not be one moment fecure, Neceffity required that fhe 

fhould be f{acrificed in order to preferve thefe ; and to prove this fa- 

¢rifice to be no lefs juft than neceffary, feveral examples in hiftory 

were produced, and many texts of fcripture quoted, but both 

the one and the other were mifapplied, and diftorted from their 

true meaning. 


NotuinG, however, could be more acceptable to Elizabeth than py. peth's 
an addrefs in this ftrain. It extricated her out of a fituation, ex~ ‘ifliimulation. 
tremely embarraffing ; and without depriving her of the power of 
fparing, it enabled her to punith her rival with lefs appearance of 
blame. If the chofe the former, the whole honour would redound to 
her own clemency. If fhe determined on the latter, whatever 
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was rigorous might now feem to be extorted by thefolicitations of her 
people, rather than to flow from her own inclination. Her anf{wer, 
however, was in a ftile, which fhe often ufed, ambiguous and 
evafive under the appearance of opennefs and candor ; full of fuch 
profeffions of regard for her people, as ferved to heighten their loy- 
alty ; of fuch complaints of Mary's ingratitude, as were calculated 
to excite their indignation; and of fuch infinuations that her 
own life was in danger, as could not fail to keep alive their fears. 
In the end, fhe befought them to fave her the infamy and the pain 
of delivering up a Queen, her neareft kinfwoman, to punifhment ; 
and to confider whether it might not ftill be poffible to provide 
for the public fecurity, without forcing her to imbrue her hands in 
royal blood. 


Tue true meaning of this reply was eafily underftood. The 
Lords and Commons renewed their former reque(ft, with additional 
importunity, which was far from being either unexpected, or of- 
fenfive. Elizabeth did not return any anfwer more explicit; 
and having obtained fuch a public fanction of her proceedings, there 
was no longer any reafon for protracting this fcene of diffimulation ; 
there was even fome danger that her feigned difficulties might at 
laft be treated as real ones; fhe therefore adjourned the parlia- 
ment, and referved in her own hands the fole difpofal of her rival’s 
fate *, 


Aut the Princes in Europe obferved the proceedings againft 
Mary, with aftonifhment and horror; and even Henry III. notwith- 
ftanding his known averfion to the houfe of Guife, was obliged to 
interpofe in her behalf, and to appear in defence of the common 
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-rights of royalty. Aubefpine his refident ambaffador, and Bellie- Book VII. 
vere who was fent with an extraordinary commiflion to the ieee 
{ame purpofe, interceded for Mary with great appearance: of Nov. 21. 
warmth. They employed all the arguments which the caufe na- 

turally fuggefted ; they pleaded from juftice, generofity, and hu- 

. manity ; they intermingled reproaches and threats. But to all thefe 
Elizabeth continued deaf and inexorable, and having received fome 
intimation of Henry’s real unconcern about the fate of the Scotch 

Queen, and knowing his antipathy to all the race of Guife, the 

trufted, that thefe loud remonftrances would be followed by no vio- 

lent refentment *. 


Sue paid no greater regard to the follicitations of the Scotch j 
King, which, as they were urged with more fincerity, merited more eaieaie 
attention. ‘Though her commiffioners had been extremely careful aa 
to footh James, by publifhing a declaration that their fentence againft 
Mary did, in no degree, derogate from his honour, or invalidate 
any title which he formerly poffefled ; he beheld the indignities to 
which his Mother had been expofed with filial concern, and with 
the fentiments which became a King. The pride of the Scotch 
nation was rouzed, by the infult offered to the blood of their Mo- 
narchs, and called upon him to employ the moft vigorous efforts, 
in order to prevent or td revenge the Queen’s death. 


Ar firft, he could fcarce believe that Elizabeth would venture 
‘upon an action fo unprecedented, which tended fo vifibly to 
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people, and which degraded the regal dignity, of which, at other 
times, fhe was fo remarkably jealous. But as foon as the ex- | 
traordinary fteps which fhe took difcovered her intention, . he 
difpatched Sir William Keith to London; who, together with 
Douglas the ordinary ambaffador, remonftrated, in the ftrongeft 
terms, againft the injury done to an independent Queen, in fub- 
jecting her to be tried like a private perfon, and by laws to which 
fhe owed no obedience; and befought Elizabeth not to add to 
this injury, by fuffering a fentence unjuft in itfelf, as well as dif- 
honourable to the King of Scots, to be putin execution *, 


ELizABETH returning no anfwer to thefe remonftrances of his 
ambaffador, James wrote to her with his own hand, complaining 
in the bittereft terms of her conduct, not without threats that both his 
duty and his honour would oblige him to renounce her friendfhip, and 
to act as became a fon when called to revenge his mother’s wrongs +f. 
At the fame time he affembled the nobles, who promifed to ftand 
by him in fo good acaufe. He appointed ambaffadors to France, 
Spain, and Denmark, in order to implore the aid of thefe courts ; 
and took other fteps towards executing his threats with vigour. The 
high ftrain of his letter enraged Elizabeth to fuch a degree, that fhe 
was ready to difmifs his ambafladors without any reply. But his 
preparations alarmed and embarrafied her Minifters, and at their 


* See Append. N° XIII. + Birch. Mem. 1, 52. 
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intreaty fhe returned a foft and evafive anfwer, promifing to Book VII, 
liften to any overture from the King, that tended to his mother’s “~*~ 
fafety ; and to fufpend the execution of the fentence, till the arrival ~9 - 
of new ambafladors from Scotland. * 


MEANWHILE, fhe commanded the fentence againft Mary to be Decem. 6. 
publifhed, and forgot not to inform the people, that this was ex- Svea 
torted from her by the repeated intreaties of both houfes of parlia- Fublithed. 
ment. Atthe fame time, fhe defpatched Lord Buckhurft and Beale 
to acquaint Mary with the fentence, and how importunately the 
nation demanded the execution of it, and, though fhe had not hi- 
therto yielded to:thefe follicitations, fhe advifed her:to prepare for - 
an.event, which might become neceffary for fecuring the .Proteftant 
religion, as -well as quieting the minds of the people. Mary re- 
ceived the meflage not only without fymptoms of fear, but with . 
expreffions of triumph, “« No wonder, faid fhe, the Englith fhould 
“ now thirft for the b'ood of a foreign Prince, they have often 
“* offered violence to’their own Monarchs. But after fo many fuf- 

‘ ferings, death comes to me as a welcome deliverer. .I am,proud 
« to think that my life is efteemed of importance to the ‘Catholic 
«‘ religion, and as a martyr for itl am now willing to die +.” 


AFTER the publication of the fentence, Mary was ftripped Of 6 ei Soe 
every remaining mark of royalty. The canopy of ftate in her with the ut- 
apartment was pulled down ; Paulet entered-her chamber, and ap- bi Sa 
proached her perfon without ceremony ; and even appeared covered 
in her prefence. Shocked with thefe indignities, and offended at 
this grofs familiarity, to which fhe had never been accuftomed, 

Mary once more complained to Elizabeth ; and at the fame time, 


* Spotfw. 251. Cald. 4. 5. ‘+ Camd.-§28. Jebb; 291. 
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Book VII. as her laft requeft, intreated that fhe would permit her fervants to 
ae Fd carry her dead body into France, to be laid among her anceftors, 
ae 

Decem.t9. in hallowed ground; that fome of her domeftics might be prefent 
at her death, to bear witnefs of her innocence, and firm adherence 
to the Catholic faith; that all her fervants might be fuffered to leave 
the kingdom, and to enjoy thofe finall legacies, which the fhould 
beftow on them, as teftimonies of her affection ; and that, in the 
mean time, her almoner, or fome other Catholic Prieft, might be al- 
lowed to attend her, and to affift her in preparing for an eternal 
world. She befought her in the name of Jefus, by the foul and 
memory of Henry VII. their common progenitor, by their near 
confanguinity, and the royal dignity with which they were both in- 
vefted, to gratify her in thefe particulars, and to indulge her fo far 
as to fignify her compliance by a letter under her own hand. Whe- 
ther Mary’s letter was ever delivered to Elizabeth is uncertain. No 
anfwer was returned, and no regard paid to her requefts. She was 
offered a Proteftant Bifhop or Dean to attend her. Them fhe re- 
jected ; and without any Clergyman to direct her devotions, fhe pre- 
pared, in great tranquillity, for the approach of death, which the 
now believed to be at no great diftance *. 


1587, JAMES, without lofing a moment, fent new ambaffadors to Lon- 
eee don. Thefe were the mafter of Gray, and Sir Robert Melvil. In 
tions in her Ofder to remove Elizabeth's fears, they offered that their Mafter 
ree ,, would become bound that no confpiracy fhould be undertaken 

 againft her perfon, orthe peace of the kingdom, with Mary’s con- © 
fent ; and for the faithful performance of this, would deliver fome 


of the moft confiderableof the Scotch nobles, as hoftages. If this 
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were not thought fufficient, they propofed that Mary fhould refign Book VII. 
all her rights and pretenfions to her fon, from whom nothing inju- 7687. 
rious to the Proteftant religion, or inconfiftent with Elizabeth’s — 
fafety, could be feared. ‘The former propofal, Elizabeth rejected 

as infecure ; the latter, as dangerous. ‘The ambaffadors were then 
inftructed to talk in an higher tone ; and Melvil executed the com- 

miffion with fidelity and with zeal. But Gray, with his ufual per- 

fidy, deceived his Mafter who trufted him with a negociation of fo 

much importance, and betrayed the Queen whom he was employed 

to fave. He encouraged and urged Elizabeth, to execute the fen- 

tence againft her rival. He often repeated the old proverbial fen- 

tence, ‘ The dead cannot bite.” And whatever fhould happen, he 

— undertook to pacify the King’s rage, or at leaft to prevent any vio- 

lent effects of his refentment *. 


ELIZABETH, meanwhile, difcovered all the fymptoms of the Elizabeth's 
moft violent agitation and difquietude of mind. She fhunned fo- ee 
ciety, fhe was often found in a melancholy and mufing pofture, and 
repeating, with much emphafis, thefe fentences which the borrow- 
ed from fome of the devices then in vogue ; ut fer aut feri ; ne 
feriare, feri. Much, no doubt, of this apparent uneafinefs muft 
be imputed to diffimulation ; it was impoffible, however, that a 
Princefs, naturally fo cautious as Elizabeth, fhould venture on an 
action, which might expofe her memory to infamy, and her life 
and kingdom to danger, without reflecting deeply, and hefitating 
long. The people waited her determination in fufpence and anxie- 
ty; and left their fear or their zeal fhould fubfide, rumours of 
danger were artfully invented, and propagated with the utmoft in- 
duftry ; Aubefpine, the French ambaffador, was accufed of having 
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fuborned an affaflin to murder the Queen. The Spanith fleet was 
faid by fome to be already arrived at Milford-haven. Others aflirm- 
ed that the Duke of Guife had landed with a ftrong army, in Suf- 
fex, Now, it was reported that the Northern Counties were up 
in arms; next day, thatthe Scots had entered England with all their 
forces; and a confpiracy, it was whifpered, was on foot for feizing 
the Queen, and burning the city. The panic grew every day more 


~ violent, and the people, aftonifhed and enraged, called for the exe- 


Warrant for 
Mary’s execu- 
tion figned, 
February 1. 


cution of the fentence againft Mary, as the only thing which could 
reftore tranquility to the kingdom *. 


WuiLe thefe fentiments prevailed among her fubjects, Elizabeth 
thought fhe might fafely venture to ftrike the blow, which fhe had 
fo long meditated. She commanded Davifon, one of the fecre- 
taries of ftate, to bring to her the fatal warrant ; and her behaviour, 
on that occafion, plainly fhewed that it is not to humanity, that we 
mutt afcribe her forbearance hitherto. At the very moment fhe - 
was fubfcribing the writ which gave up a woman, a Queen, and her 
own neareft relation, into the hands of the executioner, fhe was 
capable of jefting. <“ Go, fays fhe, to Davifon, and tell Wal- 
fingham what I havenow done, though I am afraid he will die for 
grief when he hears it.” Her chief anxiety was how to fecure the 
advantages which would arife from Mary's death, without appear- 
ing to have given her confent to a deed fo infamous. She often 


_ hinted to Paulet and Drury, as well as to fome other courtiers, that 


now was the time to difcover the fincerity of their concern for her 
fafety, and that fhe expected their zeal would extricate her out of 
her prefent perplexity. But they were wife enough to feem not to 
underftand her meaning. Even after the warrant was figned, fhe 
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‘commanded a letter to be written to Paulet, in lefs ambiguous Book VII. 
terms; complaining of his remiffnefs in {paring fo long the life of sti a 
her capital enemy, and begging him to remember at laft what was are 
incumbent on him as an affectionate fubject, and to deliver his So- 
vereign from continual fear and danger, by fhortening the days of 
his prifoner. Paulet, though rigorous and harfh, and often brutal 
in the difcharge of what he thought his duty, as Mary’s keeper, 
was neverthelefs a man of honour and integrity. He rejected the 
propofal with difdain; and lamenting that he fhould ever have been 
deemed capable of acting the part of an affaflin, he declared that 
the Queen might difpofe of his life at her pleafure, but he would 
never ftain his own honour, nor leave an everlafting mark of in- 
famy on his pofterity, by lending his hand to perpetrate fo foul a 
crime. Onthereceipt of this anfwer, Elizabeth became extremely 
peevifh ; and calling him a dainty and precife fellow, who would 
promife much, but perform nothing, fhe propofed to employ one 
Wingfield, who had both courage and inclination to ftrike the blow +. 
But Davifon, remonftrating againft this method, as no lefs dangerous 
than difhonourable, fhe again declared her intention that the fen- 
tence pronounced by the commiffioners fhould be executed accord- 
ing to law; and as fhe had already fioned the warrant, fhe begged 
that no farther application might be pate to her on that head. By 
this, the privy counfeilors thought themfelves fufliciently authorized 
to proceed; and prompted, as they pretended, by zeal for the | 
Queen’s fafety, or inftigated, as is more probable, by the app:ehen- 
fion of the danger to which they would themfelves be expofed, if 
the life of the Queen of Scots were fpared, they afiembled in the 
Council Chamber, and by a Ictter under all their hands, empowered 
the Earls of Shrewfbury and Kent, together with the High Sheriit 
of the County, to fce the fentence put in execution *. 


+ Biogr. Britan. Article Davi/cn. * Camd. 534, Strype, 3. 301, 364. 
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Book VII. On Tuefday the 7th of February, the two Earls arrived at Fo- 


theringay, and demanding accefs to the Queen, read in her prefence 


- ext 
Ma y’s ena 


viour at her 
death. 


i ary heard them to the end without emotion, and 
he ee in the name of the F ather, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoft, ‘ That foul, faid the, is not worthy of the joys 
of Heaven, which repines becaufe the body muft endure the ftroke 
of the executioner ; and though I did not expect that the Queen of 
England would fet the firft example of violating the facred perfon 


of a Sovereign Prince, 1 willingly fubmit to that which providence 


has decreed to be my lot.” And laying her hand on a Bible, which, 
happened tobe near her, fhe folemnly protefted that the was inno- 


cent of that confpiracy which Babington had carried on again{t Eli. 


« 


zabeth’s life *. She then mentioned the requefts contained in her - 
letter to Elizabeth, but obtained no fatisfactory anfwer. She en- 
treated, with particular earneftnefs, that now in her lait moments, 
her Almoner might be fuffered to attend her, and that fhe might 
¢njoy the confolation of thofe pious inftitutions prefcribed by her 


religion. Even this favour, which is ufually granted to the vile(t 
criminals, was abfolutely denied. 


Her attendants, during this converfation, were 
and though overawed by the prefence of the tw 
ficulty fuppreffed their anguith ; but no fooner did 
bury withdraw, than they ran to their Miftrefs, 
the moft paffionate expreffions of tenderne{s a 
however, not only retained perfed compofure 
deavoured to moderate their exceffive grief. A 
knees, with all her domeftics around her, 


bathed in tears, 
O Earls, with dif- 
Kent and Shrewf- 
and burft out into 
nd forrow. Mary, 
of mind, but en- 
nd falling on her 
fhe thanked Heaven that 
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her fufferings were now fo near an end, and prayed that fhe might Book VII. 
be enabled to endure what flill remained with decency, and with 
fortitude. The greater part of the evening fhe employed in fet- 
tling her worldly aftairs. She wrote her Teftament with her own 
hand. Her money, her jewels, and her cloaths, fhe diftributed 
among her fervants, according to their rank or merit. She wrotea 
fhort letter to the King of France, and another to the Duke of 
Guife, full of tender but magnanimous fentiments, and recom- 
mended her foul to their prayers, and her afflicted fervants to their 
protection. At fupper, fhe eat temperately, as ufual, and converfed 
4 not only with eafe, but with cheerfulnefs ; fhe drank to every one 
: of her fervants, and afked their forgivenefs, if ever the had failed 
jn any part of her duty towards them. At her wonted time fhe 
went to bed, and flept calmly a few hours. Early in the morning 
fhe retired into her clofet, and employed a confiderable time in de- 
votion. Ateighto’ clock, the High Sheriff and his officers entered 
her chamber, and found her ftill kneeling at the altar, She imme- 
diately ftarted up, and with a majeftic mein, and a countenance un- 
difmayed, and even cheerful, advanced towards the place of exe- 
cution, leaning on two of Paulet’s attendants. She was dreffed in a 
mourning habit, but with an elegance and fplendor, which fhe had 
long laid afide, except on a few feftival days. An Agnus Dei hung 
by a pomander chain at her neck; her beads at her girdle; and in 
her hand fhe carried a crucifix of ivory. At the foot of the ftair, 
the two Earls, attended by feveral gentlemen from the neighbouring 
Counties, received her; and there Sir Andrew Melvil, the mafter 
of her houfhold, who had been fecluded, for fome weeks, from 
her prefence, was permitted to take his laft farewel. At the fight 
of a Miftrefs whom he tenderly loved, in fuch a fituation, he 
melted into tears; and as he was bewailing her condition, and com- 
plaining of his own hard fate in being appointed to carry the account 
U 2 | of 
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of fuch a mournful event into Scotland, Mary replied, ‘* Weep not, 
good Melvil, there is at prefent greater caufe for rejoicing. Thow 
fhalt, this day, fee Mary Stewart delivered from all her cares, and 
fuch an end put to her tedious fufferings as flie has long expected, 
Bear witnefs that I die conftant in my religion; firm in my fideuty. 
towards Scotland ; and unchanged in my affection to France. Cam 
mend me to myfon. Tell him I have done nothing injurious tg his 
kingdom, to his honour, orto his rights ; and God forgive all thofe 
who have thirfted, without caufe, for my blood. e : 
ee a 
With much difficulty, and after many intreaties, fhe prevailed hy 
on the two Earls to’ allow Melvil, together with three of her merp. “¢ 
fervants, and two of her maids, to attend her to the fcaffold. Ip. 
was erected in the fame hall where fhe had been tried, raifed a littl 
above the floor, and covered, as well as a chair, the cufhion, and- 
block, with black cloth. Mary mounted the fteps with alacrity; 
beheld all this apparatus of death with an unaltered countenance; 
and figning herfelf with thecrofs, fhe fat down in the chair. Beale 
read the warrant for execution with a loud voice, to which the 
liftened with a carelefs air, and like one occupied-in other thoughts. 
Then the Dean of Peterborough began a devout difcourfe, fuitable 
to her prefent condition, and offered up prayers to Heaven in her 
behalf; but fhe declared that the could not in confcience hearken 
to the one, nor join with the other; and falling on her knees re- - 
peated a Latin prayer. When the Dean had finithed his devotions, — 
fhe with an audible voice, and in the Englifh tongue, recommended 
unto God the afflicted ftate of the Church, and prayed for prof- 
perity to her fon, and for a long life, and peaceable reign to Eliza- 
beth. She declared that fhe hoped for mercy only through the death 
of Chrift, at the foot of whofe image, the now willingly thed her 
blood; and lifting up, and kiffing the Crucifix, fhe thus addreffed 


it, 
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it, ‘© As thy arms, O Jefus, were extended on the Crofs; fo with Book VII. 


the outftretcned arms of thy mercy, receive me, and forgive my 58 ; 
fins,” 


: Sue then prepared for the block, by taking off her veil, and 
upper garments; and one of the executioners rudely endeavouring 
to wMitt, fhe gently checked him, and faid, with a fmile, that the 
had not been accuftomed to undrefs before fo many {peCtators, nor 


Teel 
eb to be feryed by fuch valets. With calm but undaunted fortitude, 


= fhe laid h&r neck on the block ; and while one executioner held her 
"oui the other at the fecond ftroke, cut off her head, which 
f lling out of its attire, difcovered her hair already grown quite gray, 
ith cares.and forrows. The executioner held it up ftill ftreaming 
‘gith blood, andthe Dean crying out, ‘ So perifh all Queen Eliza- 
‘béth’s enemies,” the Earl of Kent alone anfwered Amen. The 
reft of the fpectators continued filent, and drowned in tears ; being 
incapable, at that moment, of any other fentiments, but thofe of 
pity or admiration *. 
Sucu was the tragical death of Mary Queen of Scots, after a life ee of 
of forty four years ad two months, almoft nineteen years of which concerning, 
. the paffed in captivity. The political parties which were formed "* 
inthe kingdom, during her reign, have fubfifted, under various 
denominations, ever fince that time. The rancour, with which 
they were at firft animated, hath defcended to fucceeding ages, and 
their prejudices, as well as their rage, have been perpetuated, and 
even augmented. Among Hiftorians, who were under the domi- 
nion of all thefe paffions, and who have either afcribed to her 


every virtuous and amiable quality, or have imputed to her all the. 
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vices, of which the human heart is fufceptible, we fearch in vain 
for Mary’s real character. - She neither merited the exaggerated 
praifes of the one, nor the undiftinguifhing cenfure of the other, 


To all the charms of beauty, and the utmoft elegance of exter- 
nal form, fhe added thofe accomplifhments, which render their 
impreffion irrefiftible. Polite, affable, infinuating, fprightly, and 


capable of {peaking and of writing with equal eafe and dignity. ” 
Sudden, however, and violent in all her attachments ; becaufe her - * 
heart was warm and unfufpicious. Impatient of contradi@tion; 


becaufe fhe had been accuftomed from her infancy to be treated as a” 
ueen. No ftranger, on fome occafions, to diffimulation ; which, 
in that perfidious court where fhe received her education, was reckog- 
ed among the neceffary arts of government. Not infenfible of 
flattery, or unconfcious of that pleafure, with which almoft every 
woman beholds the influence of her own beauty. Formed with 
the qualities which we love, not with the talents that we admire ; 
fhe was’ an agreeable woman, rather than an _ illuftrious Queen. 
The vivacity of her fpirit, not fufficiently tempered with found 
judgment, and the warmth of her heart, which was not, at all 
times, under the reftraint of difcretion, betrayed her both into er- 
rors, and into crimes. To fay that fhe was always unfortunate, 
will not account for that long and almoft uninterrupted fucceffion of 
calamities which befel her; we mutt likewife add that fhe was often 
imprudent. Her paffion for Darnly was rafh, youthful, and ex- 
ceffive. And though the fudden ‘tranfition to the oppofite extreme 
was the natural effect of her ill-requited love, and of his ingrati- 
tude, infolence, and brutality; yet neither thefe, nor Bothwell’s 
artful addrefs, and important fervices, can juftify her attachment to 
that nobleman. Even, the manners of the age, licentious as they 
‘were, are no apology for this unhappy paffion; nor can they induce 
us 
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us to’ look on that tragical and infamous fcene which followed Book VII. 


upon it, with lefs abhorrence. Humanity will draw a veil over 
this part of her character which it cannot approve, and may, per- 
haps, prompt fome to impute her actions to her fituation, more than 
to her difpofitions; and to lament the unhappinefs of the former, 
rather than accufe the perverfenefs of the latter. Mary’s fufferings 
exceed, both in degree, and in duration, thofe tragical diftreffes, 
which fancy has feigned to excite forrow and commiferation ; and 
while we furvey them, we are apt altogether to forget her frailties, 
we think of her faults with lefs indignation, and approve of our 
tears, as if they were fhed for a perfon who had attained much 
nearer to pure virtue. 


WiTHu regard to the Queen’s perfon, a circumftance not to be 
omitted in writing the hiftory of a female reign, all cotemporary 
authors agree in afcribing to Mary, the utmoft beauty of counte- 
nance, and elegance of fhape, of which the human form is capa- 
ble. Her hair was black, though, according to the fafhion of that 
age, fhe frequently wore borrowed locks, and of different colours. 
Her eyes were a dark gray ; her complexion was exquifitely fine ; 
and her hands and arms remarkably delicate, both as to fhape and 
colour. Her (tature was of an height that rofe to the majettic. 


She danced, fhe walked, and rode with equal grace. Her tafte 


for mufic was juft, and fhe both fung and played upon the lute, 


‘with uncommon fkill. ‘Towards the end of her life, the began 


to grow fat; and her long confinement and the coldnefs of the 
houfes in which fhe was imprifoned, brought on a rheumatifm, 
which deprived her of the ufe of her limbs. No man, fays Bran- 
tome, ever beheld her perfon without admiration and love, or will 
read her hiftory without forrow. 
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None of her women were fuffered to come near her dead body, 
which was carried into a room adjoining the place of execution, — 
where it lay, for fome days, covered with ‘a coarfe cloth torn 
from a billiard table. The block, the fcaffuld, the aprons of the 
executioners, and every thing ftained with her blood, were reduced 
to afhes. Not long after, Elizabeth appointed her body to be 
buried in the Cathedral of Peterborough, with royal magnificence. 
But this vulgar artifice was employed in vain; the pageantry of 
a pompous funeral did not efface the memory of thofe injuries, 
which laid Mary in her grave. James, foon after his acceffion to 
the Enclifh throne, ordered her body to be removed to Weftmin.- 
fter-abbey, and to be depotited among the Monarchs of Eng- 
land.. 


ELIZABETH affected to receive the accounts of Mary’s death, 
with the moft violent emotions of furprize, and of concern. Sichs, 
tcars, lamentation and mourning, were all employed to difplay 
the reality and greatnefs of her forrow. Evident marks of diffimula- 


tion and artifice may be traced through every period of Elizabeth’s 


proceedings, againft the life of he Scotch Queen. The com- 
miffion for bringing Mary to a public trial was feemingly extorted 
from her, by the intreaties of her privy counfellors. She delayed pub- 
lifhing the fentence againft her, till fhe was twice follicited by both 
houfes of Parliament. Nor did the fignthe warrant for execution, 
without the utmoft apparent reluctance. One fcene more of the 
boldeft and moft folemn deceit remained to be exhibited. She 
undertook to make the world believe that Mary had been put to 
death without her knowledge, and againft her will. And Davi- 
fon, who neither fufpected her intention, nor his own danger, was 
her inftrument in carrying on this artifice, and fell a victim to it. 


Ir 
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' Ir was his duty as fecretary of ftaté to lay before her the Book VII. 


warrant for execution, in order to be figned ; and by her command, 
he carried it to the Great Seal. She pretended, however, that 
fhe had charged him not to communicate what fhe had done to any 
perfon, nor to fuffer the warrant to go out of his hands, without 
her exprefs permiffion ; that in contempt of this order, he had not 
only revealed the matter to feveral of her Minifters, but had, in con 
cert with them, affembled her Privy Counfe:lors, by whom, with- 
out her confent or knowledge, the warrant was iflued, and the 
Earls of Shrewfbury and Kent impowered to put it in execution. 
Though Davifon denied all this, and with circumftances which bear 
the ftrongeft marks of truth and credibility; though it can fcarce 


_ be conceived that her privy council, compofed of the perfons in whom 


fhe moft confided, of her Minifters and favourites, would aflemble 
within the walls of her palace, and venture to tranfa&t a matter of 
fo much importance, without her privity, and contrary to her in- 
clination ; yet fo far did fhe carry her diffimulation, that, with all 
the figns of difpleafure and of rage, fhe banifhed moft of her Coun- 


_ fellors out of her prefence ; and treated Burleigh, in particular, fo 


harfhly, and with fuch marks of difguft, that: he gave up himfelf 
for loft, and in the deepeft affiiction, wrote to the Queen begging 


leave to refign all his places, that he. might-retire to his own eftate. 


Davifon fhe inftantly deprived of his office, and committed him a 


\earcamsamn petoranaesdl 
1587. 


Clofe prifoner to the Tower. He was foon after brought to a yfarch, 


folemn trial in the Star Chamber; condemned to pay a fine of 


10,000 pounds; and to be imprifoned during the Queen’s pleafure. 
He languithed, feveral years, in confinement, and never recovered 


any degree of favour or of power. As her jealoufy and fear had 


bereaved the Queen of Scots of life, in order to palliate this part 
of her conduct, Elizabeth made no fcruple of facrificing the re- 
Vox. Il. x | putation 
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putation and happinefs of one of the moft virtuous and able men in 


-—~——_ her kingdom *. 


1557. 


Elizabeth 
endeavours to 
footh James. 


Tus folemn farce, for it deferves no better name, furnifhed 
Elizabeth, however, with an apology to the King of Scots. Asthe 
profpeét of his Mother’s danger had excited the King’s filial care 
and concern, the account of her death filled him with grief and 
refentment. His fubjects felt the difhonour done to him, and 
to the nation. In order to footh both, Elizabeth inftantly def- 
patched Robert Carey, one of Lord Hunfdane’s fons, with a letter _ 
expreffing her extreme affliction on account of that miferable ac- 
cident, which, as fhe pretended, had happened far contrary to her ap- 
pointment, or intention. James would not permit her meffenger 
to enter Scotland; and with fome difficulty, received a memorial 
he fent from Berwick. It contained the tale concerning Davifon, 
dreffed up with all the circumftances, which tended to exculpate 
Elizabeth, and to throw the whole blame on his rafhnefs or treach- 
ery. Sucha defence gave little fatisfaction, and was confidered as 
mockery added to infult ; and many of the nobles, as well as the 
King, breathed nothing but revenge, Elizabeth was extremely 
folicitous to pacify them, and neither wanted in{ftruments, nor rea- 
fons to gain herend. Leicefter wrote to the King, and Walfing- - 
ham to fecretary Maitland. They reprefented the certain deftruc- 
tion, to which James would expofe himfelf, if with the forces of 
Scotland alone, he fhould venture to attack a kingdom, fo far fupe- 
rior in power; that the hiftory of paft ages, as well as his Mother’s 
fad experience, might convince him that nothing could be more 
dangerous or deceitful than dependance on foreign aid; that the 
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King of France would never with to fee the Britith kingdoms united Book VII. 
under one Monarch, nor contribute to inveft a Prince fo nearly 4 
allied to the houfe of Guife, with fuch formidable sab er; that i: 
' Philip might be a more active ally, but would certainly prove 

a more dangerous one, and under pretence of affitting him, would - 
affert his own right to the Englifh Crown, which he already began 
openly to claim ; that the fame ftatute, on which the fentence of in 
againft his Mother had been founded, would juftify the excluding 

him from the fucceffion to the Crown ;, that the Englifh, finely 
averfe from the dominion of fans, would not fail, if exafpe- 
rated by his hoftilities, to apply it in that manner; that Eliza- 

beth was difpofed to repair the wrongs which the Mother had fuf- 
fered, by her tendernefs and affection towards the fon ; and that by 
engaging in a fruitlefs war, he would deprive himfelf of a noble 
inheritance, which, by cultivating her friendfhip, he muft infalli- 

bly obtain. Thefe reprefentations, added to his confcioufne{s of his 

own weaknefs, to the fmallnefs of his revenues, to the mutinous 

{pirit of fome of the nobles, to the dubious fidelity of others, and 

to the influence of that faction, which was entirely at Elizabeth’s 
devotion, convinced James that a war with England, however jutt, 
would in the prefent juncture be altogether impolitical. All thefe 
confiderations induced him to ftifle his refentment; to appear fatis- 

fied with the punifhment, inflicted on Davifon ; and to preferve all 

the femblances of friendfhip with the Englifh court *. In this 
manner, did the cloud which threatned fuch a ftorm pafs away. 
Mary’s death, like that of acommon criminal, remained unavenged 

by any Prince; and whatever infamy Elizabeth might incur, fhe 

was expofed to no new danger, on that account, 
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Book VII. Mary's death, however, proved fatal to the Matter of Gray, and 

y= loft him that favour which he had for fome time pofiefied. He was 
eb of become as odious to the nation, as favourites, who acquire power with- 
the Matter of out merit, and exercife it without difcretion, ufually are. The trea- 


Gray 


cherous part, which he had aéted during his late embafly, was well 
known, and filled the King, who at length came to the knowledge of 
it, with furprife. The courtiers obferved the fymptoms of dif, guft ari- 
fing in the King’s mind, his enemies feized the opportunity, and Sir 
William Stewart, in revenge of the perfidy with which Gray had 
betrayed his Brother Captain James, publickly accufed him before 
a Convention of nobles, not only of having contributed, by his 
advice and fuggeftions, to take away the life of the Queen, but of 
holding correfpondence with Popith princes, in order to fubvert 
the religion eftablifhed in the kingdom. Gray, unfupported by the 
King, deferted by all, and confcious of his own guilt, made a feeble 
defence. He was condemned to perpetual banifhment, a punith- 
ment very unequal to his crimes. But the King was unwilling to 
abandon one, whom he had once favoured {o highly, to the rigour of 


juftice ; and Lord Hamilton his near relation, and the other nobles 


who had lately returned from exile,. in gratitude for the zeal with 
which he had ferved them, interceded warmly in his behalf. 


Havin thus accomplithed the deftru@tion of one of his enemies, 
Captain James thought the jan@ure favourable for profecuting his 
revenge on them all. He fingled out fecretary Maitland, the moft 
eminent both for abilities, and enmity to him ; and offered to prove 
that he was no lef acceflary than Gray to the Queen's death, and 
had even formed a defign of delivering up the King himfelf into 
the hands of the Englith. But time and abfence had, in a great 
meafure, extinguithed the King’s affeGion for a minion, who (0 little 

deferved. 
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deferved it. All the courtiers combined againft him as a eommon Book VII, 
enemy. And inftead of gaining his point, he had the mortifica- 

tion to fee the office of Chancellor conferred upon Maitland, who, 1587- 
together with that dignity, enjoyed all the power and influence of a 
prime Minifter. 


In the Affembly of the Church, which met this year, the fame 
hatred to the order of Bifhops, and the fame jealoufy and fear of 
their encroachments, appeared. But as the King was now of full 
age, and a parliament was {ummoned on that occafion, the Clergy 
remained fatisfied with appointing fome of their number to repre- 
fent their grievances to that court, from which great things were 
expected. 


Previous to this meeting of parliament, James attempted a work 4. King ae. 
worthy of aKing. The deadly feuds which fubfifted between many of tempts to w 
the great families, and which were tranfmitted from one generation to ties = 
another, weakened the {trength of the kingdom ; contributed, more than 
any other circumftance, to preferve a fierce and barbarous fpirit among 
the nobles; and proved the occafion of many difafters to themfelves, 
and to their country. After many preparatory negociations, he invited 
the contending parties to a royal entertainment in the palace of Holy- 
rud-houfe; and partly by his authority, partly by his intreaties, 
obtained their promife to bury their diffenfions in perpetual oblivion. 

From thence he conducted them, in folemn proceffion, through the 
ftreets of Edinburgh, marching by pairs, each hand in hand with 
hisenemy. A collation of wine and {weet-meats was prepared at 
the public Crofs, and there they drank to each other, with all the 
figns of reciprocal forgiveneds, and of future friendfhip. The peo- 
ple, who were prefent ata tranfaction fo unufual, conceived the moft 
fanguine hopes of feeing concord and tranquillity eftablifhed in 
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every part of the kingdom, and teftified their fatisfaGion by re- 
peated acclamations, Unhappily the effects of this reconciliation 
were not correfpondent either to the pious endeavours of the King, 
or the fond withes of the people. 


THE firft care of the parliament was the fecurity of the Protef- 
tant religion. All the laws paffed in its favour, fince the Refor- 
mation, were ratified; anda new and fevere one was enacted again{t 
feminary Priefts and Jefuits, whofe reftlefs induftry in making pro-. 
felytes brought many of them into Scotland about this time. Two 
acts of this parliament deferve more particular notice, on account of 
the confequences with which they were followed. 


Tue one refpected the lands of the Church. As the publick reve- 
nues were not fufficient for defraying the King’s ordinary charges ; as 
the adminiftration of government became more complicated and more 
expenfive; as James was naturally profufe, and a {tranger to cecono- 
my ; it was neceffary, on all thefe accounts, to provide fome fund 
proportioned to his exigencies. But no confiderable fum could be 
levied on the Commons, who did not enjoy the benefit of an ex- 
tenfive commerce. The nobles were unaccuftomed to bear the bur- 
den of heavy taxes. And the revenues of the Church were the 
only fource whence a proper fupply could be drawn. Notwith- 
ftanding all the depredations of the laity fince the Reformation, and 
the various devices which they had employed to feize the Church- 
lands, fome confiderable portion of them remained {tll unalienated, 
and were held cither by the Bifhops who poffefied the benefices, 
or were granted to laymen during pleafure. All thefe lands were, 
in this parliament, annexed, by one general law *, to the Crown, 
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and the King was impowered to apply the rents of them to his Book VII. 
own ufe. The tithes alone were referved for the maintenanceof-~—~—_—s—*7"7 
the perfons who ferved the cure, and the principal Manfion-houfe, 15 37: 
with a few acres of land, by way of glebe, allotted for his refi- 

dence. By this great acceflion of property, it is natural to conclude, 

that the King, muft have acquired a vaft increafe of power, and the 
influence of the nobles have fuffered a proportional diminution. The 

very reverfe of this feems, however, to have been the cafe. Almoft 

all grants of Church-lands, prior to this act, were thereby confirmed ; 

and titles, which were formerly reckoned precarious, derived from 

thence the fanction of parliamentary authority. James was I’ke- 

wife authorized, during a limited time, to make new alienations ; and 

fuch was the facility of his.temper, ever ready to yield to the fol- 
licitations of his fervants, and to gratify their moft extravagant de- 

mands, that, not only during that time, but throughout his whole 

reign, he was continually employed in beftowing, and his par- 

liament in ratifying grants of that kind to. his nobles; hence little ad- 

vantage accrued to the Crown from that which might have been 

{o valuable an addition to its revenues. The Bifhops, however, were 

great fufferers by the law. But at this juncture, neither the King nor 

‘ his Minifters were follicitous about the interefts of an order of men, 

odious to the people, and perfecuted by the Clergy. Their enemies 
promoted the law with the utmoft zeal. The profpect of fharing 

in their fpoils induced all parties to confent to it; and after a {tep 

fo fatal to the wealth and power of the dignified Clergy, it was no 
difficult matter to introduce that change in the government of the 
Church, which foon after took place *. 
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Tre change, which the other ftatute produced in the civil con- 
{titution, was no lefs remarkable. Under the Feudal fyftem, every 


Let Berons Freeholder, or vaflal of the Crown, had a right to be prefent i in par- 


admitted into liament. Thefe Freeholders were, originally, few in number, 


parliament b 
their repre- 
fentatives, 


” but pofleffed of greatand extenfive property. By degrees, thefe 


vaft poffeflions were divided by the proprietors themfelves, or par- 
celled out by the Prince, or fplit by other accidents, The number 
of Freeholders became greater, and their condition more inequal ; < ° 
befides the ancient Barons, who preferved their eftates and their 
power unimpaired, there arofe another order, whofe rights were 
the fame, though their wealth and influence were far inferior. 
But, in thofe rude ages, when the art of government was ex- 
tremely imperfect, when parliaments were feldom aflembled, and 
deliberated on matters little interefting to a martial people, few of 
the Lefer Barons took their feats, and the whole parliamentary 
jurifdiction was exercifed by the Greater Barons, together with 
the Ecclefiaftical order. James I. fond of imitating the forms of 
the Englifh conftitution, to which he had been long accuftomed, 
and defirous of providing a counterpoife to the power of the great 
nobles, procured an act, in the year 1427, difpenfing with the 
perfonal attendance of the leffer Barons, and impowering thofe 


in each county, to chufe two commiffioners to reprefent them in 


parliament. This law, like many other regulations of that wife 
Prince, produced little effect. All the King’s vaffals continued, 
as formerly, poffeffed of a right to be prefent in parliament, and, 
unlefs in fome extraordinary conjunctures, none but the greater 
Barons attended. But by means of the Reformation, the contti- 
tution had undergone a great change. The ariftocratical power of 
the nobles had been much increafed, and the influence of the Ec- 
clefiaftical order, which the Crown ufually employed to check their 
ufurpations, and to ballance their authority, had diminithed in 
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proportion. Many of the Abbies and Priors had been ere¢ted into Book VII. 
temporal peerages; and the Proteftant Bifhops, an indigent race - 

of men, and odious to the nation, were far from pofleffing the weight i 
and credit, which their predeceffors derived from their exorbitant 

wealth, and the fuperftitious reverence of the people. In this fi- 

tuation, the King had recourfe to the expedient employed by 


. ., James I. and obtained a law reviving the ftatute of 1427; and from 


that time the Commons of Scotland have fent their reprefentatives 

to parliament. An act, which tended fo vifibly to abridge their au- 
thority, did not pafs without oppofition from many of the nobles, 
But as the King had a right to fummon the leffer- Barons to attend 

in perfon, others were apprehenfive of feeing the houfe filled with — 

a multitude of his dependants, and confented the more willingly 

to alaw, which laid them under the reftriction of appearing only =~ 
by their reprefentatives. | 


Tne year 1588 began with an univerfal expeCtation throughout 1588. 
all Europe, that it was to be diftinguifhed by wonderful events ae 
e Spa 
and revolutions. Several aftrologers, according to the accounts of armado, — 
cotemporary hiftorians, had predicted this; and the’ fituation of 
affairs in the two principal kingdoms of Europe was fuch, that a 
fagacious obferver, without any fupernatural intelligence, might 
have hazarded the prediction, and have forefeen the approach of 
fome grand crifis. In France, it was evident from the aftonifhing 
progrefs of the league, conducted by a leader, whofe ambition was 
reftrained by no fcruples, and whofe genius furmounted all difficul- 
ties; as wellas from the timid, variable, and impolitic councils of 
Henry III. that either that Monarch muft fubmit to abandon the 
throne, of which he was unworthy; or by fome fudden and daring | 
blow, cut off his formidable rival. Accordingly, in the beginning 
of the year, the Duke of Guife drove his Mafter out of his capital 
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Book VII. city, and forced him to conclude a peace, which left him only 
L——~——— the fhadow of royalty; and before the year expired, he himfelf 
sa fell aviGtim to Henry’s fears, and tohis own fecurity. In Spain,’ 
the operations were fuch, as promifed fomething ftill more uncom~- 
mon. During three years, Philip had employed all the power of 
his European dominions, and exhaufted the treafures of the Indies, 
in vaft preparations for war. A fleet, the greateft that had ever. 
appeared in the ocean, was ready to fail from Lifbon, and a nu- 
merous land army was aflembled to embark on board of it. Its. 
deftination was {till unknown, though many circumftances made it 
probable that the blow was aimed, in the firft place, againft Eng- 
land, - Elizabeth had long given fecret aid to the revolted provinces 
in the Low Countries, and now openly afforded them her protec= 
tion. A numerous body of her troops was in their fervice; the 
Earl of Leicefter commanded their armies; fhe had great fway 
in the civil government of the republic; and fome of its moft con- 
fiderable towns were in her poffeffion. Her fleets had infulted the 
coafts of Spain, intercepted the Galleons from the Weft Indies, and 
threatened the colonies there. Roufed by fo many injuries, allured 
by views of ambition, and animated by a fupertftitious zeal for pro- 
pagating the Romifh Religion, Philip refolved not only to invade, 
but to conquer England, to which his defcent from the houfe of 
Lancafter, and the donation of Pope Sixtus V. gave him, in 
his own opinion, a double title. 


Condutof § ELizaBeTu faw the danger approach, and prepared to en- 
ent ‘hatcounter it, with the utmoft intrepidity. The meafures for 
the defence of her kingdom were concerted, and carried on, with 
the wifdom and vigour, which diftinguith her reign. Her chief 
care was to fecure the friendfhip of the. King of Scots. She 


Ahad treated the Queen his Mother with a rigour unknown among 


Princes ; 
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Princes ; fhe had often ufed himfelf harfhly, and with contempt ; Book VII. 
and though he had hitherto prudently fuppreffed his refentment of "aoe. 
thefe injuries, fhe did not believe it to be altogether extinguifhed, as 
and was afraid that, in her prefent fituation, it might burft out 
with a fatal violence. Philip, fenfible how much an alliance with 
Scotland would facilitate his enterprize, courted James with the ut- 
‘moft affiduity. He excited him to revenge his Mother’s wrongs ; 
he flattered him with the hopes of fharing his conque(ts ; and offer- 
ed him in marriage his Daughter the Infanta Habella. At the fame 
time, Scotland {warmed with priefts his emiffaries, who feduced 
fome of the-nobles to Popery, and corrupted others with bribes and 
promifes. Huntly, Errol, Crawford, were the heads of a faction, 
which openly efpoufed the intereft of Spain. Lord Maxwell, 
arriving from that court, began to affemble his followers, and to 
take arms, that he might be ready to join the Spaniards. In order 
to counter-ballance all thefe, Elizabeth made the warmeft profef- 
fions of friendfhip to the King, and Athby, her ambaffador, enter- 
tained him with magnificent hopes and promifes. He affured him 
that his right of fucceflion to the Crown fhould be publickly ac- 
knowledged in England; that he fhould be created a Duke in that 
kingdom ; that he fhould be admitted to fome fhare in the govern- 
ment; and receive a confiderable penfion annually, James, it is 
probable, was too well acquainted with Elizabeth’s arts, to rely 
entirely on thefe promifes. But he underftood his own intereft in 
the prefent juncture, and purfued it with much fteadinefs. He re- 
jected an alliance with Spain, as dangerous. He refufed to admit 
into his prefence an ambaffador from the Pope. He feized Colonel 
Semple, an agent of the Prince of Parma. He’ drove many of 
the traffiquing Priefts out of the kingdom. He marched fuddenly 
to Dumfries, difperfed Maxwell’s followers, and took him prifoner, 
In a Convention of the nobles, he declared his refolution to adhere 
Y 2 inviolably 
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Book VII. inviolably to the league with England ; and, without liftening to the 
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fuggeftions of revenge, determined to act in concert with Elizabeth, 
againft the common enemy of the Proteftant faith. He put the 
kingdom ina pofture of defence, and levied troops to obftruct the 
landing of the Spaniards. He offered to fend an army to Elizabeth’s 
afliftance, and told her ambaffador that he expected no other favour 
from the King of Spain, but that which Polyphemus had promifed to 
Ulyffes, that when he had devoured all his companions, he would 
make him his laft morfel *. 


Tue zeal of the people, on this occafion, was not inferior to 
that of the King; and the extraordinary danger, with which they 
were threatened, fuggefted to them an extraordinary expedient for 
their fecurity. A bond was framed for the maintenance of true 
Religion, and the defence of the King’s perfon and government, 
in oppofition to all enemies foreign and domeftic. This contained 
a confeffion of the Proteftant faith, a particular renunciation of the 
errors of Popery, and the moft folemn promifes, in the name, and 
through the ftrength of God, of adhering to each other, in fup- 
porting the former, and in contending againft the latter, to the utmoft 
of their power +. The King, the Nobles, the Clergy, and the 
people fubfcribed it with equal alacrity. Strange or uncommon 
as fuch a combination may now appear, many circumftances con- 
tributed, at that time, to recommend it, and to render the idea 
familiar to the Scots. When rouzed by any extraordinary event, 
or alarmed by any public danger, the people of Ifrael were accuf- 
tomed to bind themfelves, by a folemn Covenant, to adhere to that 
Religion, which the Almighty had eftablifhed among them; this 
the Scots confidered asa facred precedent, which it became them to 
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imitate. In that age, no confiderable enterprize was undertaken Book VII, 
in Scotland, without a bond of mutual defence, which all concerned =“ 
reckoned neceffary for their fecurity. The form of this religious con- oo 
federacy is ‘plainly borrowed from thofe political ones, of which. 
fo many inftances have occurred ; the articles, ftipulations, and pe- 
culiar modes of expreffion, are exactly the fame in both. Almoft 
all the confiderable Popifh Princes were then joined ina league for 
extirpating the Reformed religion, and nothing could be more na- 
tural, or feemed more efficacious, than to enter into a counter-affo- 
ciation, in order to oppofe the progrefs of that formidable confpiracy. 
To thefe caufes, did the Covenant, which has become fo famous 
in hiftory, owe its origin. It was renewed at different times during 
the reign of James*. It was revived with great folemnity in the 
year 1638. It was adopted by the Englifh, in the year 1643, and 
enforced by the civil and ecclefiaftical authority of both kingdoms. 
The political purpofes to which it was then made fubfervient, and 
the violent and unconftitutional meafures which it was then em- 
ployed to promote, it is not our province to explain. But at the 
juncture, in which it was firft introduced, we may pronounce it to 
have been a prudent and laudable device for the defence of the re- 
ligion and liberties of the nation; nor were the terms in which it 
was conceived, other than might have been expected from men 
alarmed with the impending danger of Popery, and threatened with 
an invafion by the moft bigotted, and moft powerful Prince in 


Europe. 


Puixip’s eagernefs to conquer England did not infpire him either 
with the vigour or defpatch, neceffary to enfure the fuccefs of fo 
‘mighty an enterprize. His fleet, which ought to have failed in April, 
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did not enter the Englifh channel till the middle of July. It ho- 
vered many days on the coaft, in expectation of being joined by 
the Prince of Parma, who was blocked up in the ports of Flan- 
ders by a Dutch fquadron. Continual difafters purfued the Spa- 
niards during that time; fucceffive ftorms and battles, which are 
well known, confpired with their own ill conduct, to difappoint 
their enterprize. -And by the bleffing of Providence, which 
watched with remarkable care over the Proteftant Religion, and 
the liberties of Britain, the Englith valour {cattered and deftroyed 
the Armado on which they had arrogantly beftowed the name of 
Invincible. After being driven out of the Englith feas, they were 
forced to fteer their courfe towards Spain, round Scotland and Ire- 
land. Many of them fuffered fhipwreck on thefe dangerous and 
unknown coafts. Though James kept his fubjects under arms to 
watch the motions of the Spaniards, and to prevent their landing in 
an hoftile manner, he received 700 who were caft afhore by atem- 
peft, and after fupplying them with neceflaries, permitted them 
to return into their own country. 


On the retreat of the Spaniards, Elizabeth fent an ambaffador - 
to congratulate with James, and to compliment him on the firm- 
nefs and generofity, he had difcovered during aconjun@ture fo dan- 
gerous. But none of Afhby’s promifes were any longer remem- 
bered ; that Minifter was even accufed of having exceeded his 
powers, by thefe too liberal offers ; and confcious of his own falfe- 
hood, or afhamed of being difowned by his court, he withdrew 
Secretly out of Scotland *. 


Puizip, convinced by fatal experience of his own rafhnefs in 
attempting the conqueft of England, by a naval sain equipped 
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at fo great a diftance, and fubjected in all its operations, to the Book VII. 
delays, and dangers, and uncertainties, arifing from feas and winds, ae ang 
refolved to make his attack in another form, and to adopt the plan 7589" 
which the Princes of Lorrain had long meditated, of invading Eng- 
land through Scotland. A body of his troops, he imagined, might 
be eafily wafted over from the Low Countries to that kingdom, and 
if they could once obtain footing, or procure affiftance there, the 
, frontier of England was open and defencelefs, and the northern 
counties full of Roman Catholics, who would receive them with 
open arms. Mean while, adefcent might be threatened on the 
fouthern coaft, which would divide the Englith army, diftract their 
councils, and throw the whole kingdom into terrible convulfions. 
In order to prepare the way for the execution of this defign, he 
remitted a confiderable {um of money to Bruce, a feminary Prieft 
in Scotland, and employed him, together with Hay, Creighton and 
Tyrie, Scotch Jefuits, to gain over as many perfons of diftinction 
as poffible to his intereft. Zeal for Popery, and the artful infinua- Popith nobles 
tions of thefe emiffaries, induced feveral of the nobles to favour ouhte > 
a meafure, which tended fo manifeftly to the deftruction of their King, 
country. Huntly, though the King had lately married him to the 
daughter of his favourite, the Duke of Lennox, continued warmly 
attached to the Romifh Church. Crawford and Errol were ani- 
mated with the zeal of new converts. They all engaged in a 
correfpondence with the Prince of Parma, and in their letters to 
him, offered their fervice to the King of Spain, and undertook, 
with the aid of 6000 men, to render him mafter of Scotland, and | 
to bring fo many of their vaffals into the field, that he fhould be 
able to enter England, with a numerous army. Francis Stewart, 
grandfon of James V. whom the King had created Earl of Both- 
well, though influenced by no motive of religion, for he fill 
adhered to the Proteftant faith, was prompted, merely by caprice, 
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and the reftlefsnefs of his nature, to join in this treafonable corref- 
pondence. 


A.t thefe letters were intercepted in England. Elizabeth, alarm~- 
ed at the danger which threatened her own kingdom, fent them 
immediately to the King, and reproaching him with his former 
lenity toward the Popifh party, called upon him to check this for- 


, midable confpiracy, by a proper feverity. But James, though firmly 


attached to the Proteftant religion, though profoundly verfed in the 
theological controverfies between the Reformers and the Church of 
Rome, though he had employed himfelf, at that early period of 
life, in writing a Commentary on the Revelations, in which he 
proved the Pope to be Antichrift, had neverthelefs adopted, already, 
thofe maxims concerning the treatment of the Roman Catholics, 
to which he adhered through the reft of his life. The Roman 
Catholics were at that time a powerful and active party in Eng- 
land; they were far from being an inconfiderable faction in his own 
kingdom. ‘The Pope and King of Spain were ready to take part 
in all their machinations, and to fecond every effort of their bigo- 
try. The oppofition of fuch a body to his fucceffion to the Crown 
of England, added to the averfenefs of the Englith from the go- 
vernment of ftrangers, might create him many difficulties. In 
order to avoid thefe, he thought it neceffary to footh, rather than to 
irritate the Roman Catholics, and to reconcile them to his fucceffion, 
by the hopes of gentler treatment, and fome mitigation of the ri- 
gour of thofe laws, which were now in force againft them. This 
attempt to gain one party by promifes of indulgence and as 
of clemency, while he adhered, with all the obftinacy of a dif- 
putant, to the doctrines and tenets of the other, has given an air 
of myftery, and even of contradi@ion, to this part of the King’s 
character. The Papifts, with the credulity of a fe ftruggling 
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- to obtain power, believed his heart to be wholly theirs; and the Book VII. 
Proteftants, with the jealoufy infeparable from thofe who are al- 
ready in poffeflion, viewed every act of lenity, as a mark of indif- 
ference, or a fymptom of apoftacy. And in order to pleafe both, 
James often aimed at an exceffive refinement, mingled with difli- 
mulation, in which he imagined the perfection of government, and 
of King-craft, to confift. 


| Sa aie 
1589. 


His behaviour on this occafion was agreeable to thefe general His exceftive 
maxims. Notwithftanding the follicitations of the Queen of Eng- a 
land, enforced by the jealous remonftrances of his own Clergy, a 
fhort imprifonment was the only punifhment he inflicted on Hunt- 
ly and his affociates. But he foon had reafon to repent of an a&t of 
clemency, fo inconfiftent with the dignity of government. The 
firft ufe which the confpirators made of their liberty, was to afflemble 
their followers, and under pretence of removing Chancellor Mait« 
land, an able Minifter, but warmly devoted to the Englith intereft, Apr ¢. 
from the King’s councils and prefence, they attempted to feize 
James himfelf. This attempt being defeated partly by Mait- 
land’s vigilance, and partly by their own ill condud, they were forced 
to retire to the North, where they openly ereted the ftandard of 
Rebellion. But as the King’s government was not generally un- 
popular, or his Minifters odious, their own vaflals joined them 
flowly, and difcovered no zeal inthe caufe. And the King, in per- 
fon, advancing againft them with fuch forces as he could fuddenly 
levy, they durft not rely fo much on the fidelity of their troops, 
which though fuperior in number, followed them with reluCtance, 
as to hazard a battle; but fuffering them to difperfe, they furren- Aprit 20. 
dered to the King, and threw themfelves on his mercy. Huntly, 

Errol, Crawford and Bothwell were all brought to a public trial. 
Repeated acts of treafon were eafily proved againft them. The 
Vou. IT. Z - King, 
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Book VII. King, however, did not permit any fentence to be pronounced 5 

LV and after keeping them a few months in confinement, he took oc- 

- cafion, amidft the public feftivity and rejoicings, at the approach 
of his marriage, to fet them at liberty *. 


The King’s AS James was the only defcendant of the ancient Monarchs of 
marriage with Scotland, in the direct line; as all hopes of uniting the Crowns of the 
ee two kingdoms would have expired with him; as the Earl of Arran, 
the prefumptive heir to the throne, was lunatic; the King’s mar- 

riage was, on all thefe accounts, an event which the nation defired 

with the utmoft ardour. He himfclf was no lefs defirous of ac- 
complifhing it; and had made overtures, for that purpofe, to the 

eldeft Daughter of Frederick IF. King of Denmark. But Elizabeth, 

jealous of every thing, that would render the acceffion of the 

houfe of Stewart more acceptable to the Englifh, endeavoured to 

perplex James, in the fame manner fhe had. done Mary, and em- 

ployed as many artifices to defeat or retard his marriage. His Mi- 

nifters, gained by bribes and promifes, feconded her intentions ; and 

though feveral different ambafladors were fent from Scotland to 
Denmark, they produced powers fo limited, or infifted on condi- 

tions fo extravagant, that Frederick could not believe the King to 

be in earneft ; and fufpecting that there was fome defign to deceive, 

or amufe him, gave his daughter in marriage to the Duke of Brunf- 

wick. Not difcouraged by this difappointment, which. he imputed 

entirely to the conduct of his own Minifters, James made his addref- 

fes to the Princefs Anne, Frederick’s fecond daughter. And though 

Elizabeth endeavoured to divert him from this, by recommending 

Catherine the King of Navarre’s fifter, as a more advantagious match ; 

though fhe prevailed on the Privy Council of Scotland to declare 

again{t the alliance with Denmark ; he perfifted in hischoice. And 

defpairing of overcoming the obftinacy of his own Muinifters, in 
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any other manner, he fecretly encouraged the citizens of Edin- Book VII. 
burgh to take arms. They threatened to tear in pieces the Chan- “~~” 
cellor, whom they accufed as the perfon, whofe artifices had hither- 1589. 
to difappointed the wifhes of the King, and the expectations of 

his people. In confequence of this, the Earl Marithal was fent into 
Denmark, at the head of a fplendid embafly. He received ample 

powers and in{tructions, drawn with the King’s own hand. The 
marriage articles were quickly agreed upon, and the young Queen 

fet fail towards Scotland. James made great preparations for her 
reception, and waited her landing with all the impatience of a 

lover ; when the unwelcome account arrived, that a violent tempeft 

had arifen, which drove back her fleet to Norway, in a condition 

fo fhattered, that there was little hope of its putting again to fea, 

‘before the fpring. This unexpected difappointment, he felt 

with the utmoft fenfibility. He inftantly fitted out fome hips, 

and without communicating his intention to any of his coun- 

cil, failed, in perfon, attended by the Chancellor, feveral noblemen, 0% 22. 
and a train of 300 perfons, in queft of his bride. He arrived fafely 

in a fmall harbour, not far diftant from Upflo, where the Queen then 

refided. There the marriage was folemnized. And as it would have N°: 7+ 
been rafh to truft thofe boifterous feas, in the winter feafon, Jatnes 
accepted the invitation of the court of Denmark, and repairing 

to Copenhagen, pafled feveral months there, amid{t continual feaft- 

ing, and amufements, in which both the Queen and himfelf had 

great delight *. 


No event in the King’s life appears to be a wider deviation from 
his general character, than this fudden fally. His fon Charles I. - 
was capable of that exceffive admiration of the other fex, which 
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Book VII. arifes from great fenfibility of heart, heightened by elegance of 


Knesset 
1589. 


tafte; and the romantic air of his journey to Spain fuited fuch a dif- 
-pofition. But James was not fufceptible of any refined gallantry, 
and always exprefled that contempt for the female character, which 
a pedantic erudition, unacquainted with politenefs, is apt to infpire. 


He was fretted, however, at the many obftacles which had been 


laid in his way. He was anxious to fecure the political advantages, 
which he expected from marriage ; and fearing that a delay might 
afford Elizabeth, and his own Minifters, an opportunity of thwart- 
ing him by new intrigues, he fuddenly took the refolution of pre- 
venting them, by a voyage from which he expected to return in a 
few weeks. The nation feemed to applaud his conduét, and to be 
pleafed with this appearance of amorous ardour, in a young Prince. 
Notwithftanding his abfence fo long beyond the time he expected, 
the nobles, the clergy, and the people, vied with one another in — 
loyalty and obedience ; and no period in the King’s reign was more’ 
remarkable for tranquillity, or more free from any eruption of thofc 


_ faGtions, which fo often difturbed the kingdom. 
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| N the firft of May the King and Queen arrived at Leith, Book VIIF 
and were received by their fubjets, with every poffible ex- Wy 


preffion of joy. The folemnity ofthe Queen's coronation was con- 1599. 
ducted with great magnificence ; and fo low had the order of bithops oe 
fallen, in the opinion of the public, that none of them were pre- in Scotland. 
fent on that occafion, and Mr. Robert Bruce, a Prefbyterian Mi- 

nifter of great reputation, fet the Crown on her head, adminiftred 

the facred unétion, and performed the other cuftomary cere- 


monies. 


Tue zeal and fuccefs, with which many of the Clergy had 
contributed towards pteferving peace and order in the kingdom, 
during his abfence, reconciled James, ina great degree, to their per- 
fons, and even to the Prefbyterian form of government. In pre- 
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fence of an Affembly, which met this year, he made high enco- 
miums on the difcipline, as Well as the doctrine of the Church, 
promifed to adhere inviolably to both, and permitted the affembly 
to frame fuch acts, as gradually abolifhed all the remains of epif- 
copal jurifdiction, and paved the way fora full and legal eftablith- 
ment of the Prefbyterian model *. 


An event happened foon after, which afforded the Clergy no {mall 
triumph. Archbifhop Adamfon, their ancient enemy, having fallen 
under the King’s difpleafure, having been deprived of the reve- 
hues of his fee in confequence of the act of annexation, and being 
opprefied with age, with poverty, and difeafes, made the meaneft 
fubmiffion to the Clergy, and delivered to the Affembly a formal re- 
cantation of all his opinions concerning Church government, 
which had been matter of offence. Such a confeffion, from the 
moft learned perfon of the order, was confidered as a teftimony, 
which the force of truth had extorted from an adverfary -+. 


Mean while the King’s exceflive clemency towards offenders 
multiplied crimes of all kinds, and encouraged fuch acts of vio- 
Jence, as brought his government under contempt, and proved fa- 
tal to many of his fubjects. The hiftory of feveral years, about 
this time, is filled with accounts of the deadly quarrels between 
the great families, and of murders and affaffinations perpetrated 
In the moft audacious manner, and with circumftances of the ut- 
moft barbarity. All the defects in the feudal ariftocracy were now felt 
more fenfibly, than at any other period in the hiftory of Scotland, 
and univerfal licence and anarchy prevailed to a degree, {carce con- 


fiftent with the prefervation of fociety. While the King, too 
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gentle to punifh, or too feeble to act with vigour, fuffered all thefe Book VIII. 
enormities to pafs with impunity. “ie 
») @ 


But though James connived at real crimes, witchcraft, which Anattempt 
. : : , ‘ of Bothwell’s 
is commonly an imaginary one, engrofled his attention, and thofe paint the 
fufpeéted of it, felt the whole weight of his authority. Many “"& 
perfons, neither extremely old, nor wretchedly poor, which were 
ufually held to be certain indications of this crime, but mafters of 
families, and matrons of a decent rank, and in the middle age of 
life, were feized and tortured; and though their confeffions con- 
tained the moft abfurd and incredible circumftances, the King’s pre- 
judices, thofe of the Clergy, and of the people, confpired in be- 
lieving their extravagancies without hefitation, and in punifhing 
their perfons without mercy. Some of thefe unhappy fufferers 
accufed Bothwell of having confulted them, in order to know the 
time of the King’s death, and of having employed their art, to 
raife the ftorms, which had endangered the Queen’s life, and had 
detained James folong in Denmark. Upon this evidence, that no- 
bleman was committed toprifon. His turbulent and haughty {pirie 
could neither fubmit to the reftraint, nor brook fuch an indignity. 
Having gained his keepers, he-made his efcape, and imputing the 
accufation to the artifices of his enemy, the Chancellor, affembled 
his followers, under pretence of driving him fram the King’s 
councils. Being favoured by fome of the King’s attendants, he 
was admitted, by a fecret paflage, under cloud of night, into the 
court of the palace of Holy-rud-houfe. He advanced direétly to- 
wards the royal apartment, but, happily, before he entered, the 
alarm was taken and the doors fhut. While he attempted to burft December 27 
open fome of them, and to fet fire to others, the citizens of Edine ~~ ‘ 
burgh had time to run to their arms, and he efcaped with the ut- 
moft 
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Book VIII. moft difficulty ; owing his fafety to the darknefs of the night, and 
\-~——" the precipitancy with which he fled *. 
zyg2._ the precipitancy 
He retired towards the North, and the King having unadvifedly 
given a commiffion to the Earl of Huntly, to purfue him, and his. 
followers, with fire and fword; he, under colour of executing that 
commiffion, gratified his private revenge, and furrounded the houfe 
eb. g, Of the Earl of Murray, burnt it to the ground, and flew Murray 
himfelf. The murder of a young nobleman of fuch promifing 
virtues, and the heir of the Regent Murray, the darling of the 
people, excited univerfal indignation. The citizens of Edinburgh 
rofe in a tumultuous manner; and though they were reftrained, by 
the care of the magiftrates, from any act of violence, they threw 
afide all refpect for the King and his Minifters, and openly infulted 
and threatened both. While this mutinous fpirit continued, James 
thought it prudent to withdraw from the city, and fixed his refi- 
dence for fome time at Glafgow. There Huntly furrendered him- 
felf to juftice ; and, notwithftanding the atrocioufnefs of his crime, 
and the clamours of the people, the power of the Chancellor, with 
whom he was now clofely confederated, and the King’s regard for the 
memory of the Duke of Lennox, whofe daughter he had married, 
not only protected him from the fentence which fuch an odious 
action merited, but exempted him even from the formality of a 
public trial +. 


Prefbyterian © A ftep of much importance was taken, foon after, with regard 
Church go- , 
yernment ef. to the government of the Church. ‘The Clergy had long com- 


oe by plained of the encroachments made upon their privileges and 
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jurifdiction, by the acts of the parliament 1 384, and though thefe Book VIII. 
laws had now loft much of their force, they refolved to petition en ae 
the parliament, which was approaching, to repeal them | in’ ae 
form. The juncture for pufhing fuch a meafure was well chofen. 
The King had loft much of the public favour, by his lenity to- 
wards the Popifh faction, and ftill more by his remifnefs in pur- 
fuing the murderers of the Earl of Murray. The Chancellor had 
not only a powerful party of the courtiers combined again{t him, 
but was become odious to the people, who imputed to hin every 
falfe ftep in the King’s conduct. Bothwell ftill lurked in the king- 
dom, and being fecretly fupported by all the enemies of Mait- 
land’s adminiftration, was ready, every moment, to renew his au- 
dacious enterprizes. James, for all thefe reafons, was extremely 
willing to indulge the Clergy in their requeft, and not only con- 
fented to a law, whereby the acts 1584 were refcinded or explained ; 
but he carried his complaifance ftill further, and permitted the par- 
liament to eftablifh the Prefbyterian government, its General Affem- 
lies, Provincial fynods, Prefbyteries and Kirk feffions, with all 
the different branches of their difcipline and jurifdiction, in the moft 
ample manner. All the zeal and authority of the Clergy, even 
under the adminiftration of Regents, from whom they might have 
expected the moft partial favour, could not obtain the fandtion of 
law, in confirmation of their mode of Ecclefiaftical government. 
No Prince was ever lefs difpofed than James to approve a fy{tem, — 
whofe republican genius infpired a paffion for liberty, fo repugnant 
to his exalted notions of royal prerogative. Nor could any aver- 
fion be more inveterate than his, tothe auftere and uncomplying 
character of the Prefbyterian Clergy in that age; who, more 
eminent for zeal, than for policy, often contradicted his opinions, 
and cenfured his conduct, with a freedom, equally offenfive to his. 
dogmatifm asa Theologian, and to his pride as a King. His fitua- 
Vox. I. Aa - tion 
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tion however obliged him, frequently, to conceal, or to-diffemble 


—-— his fentiments; and as he often difgufted his fubje@ts, by indulging 


1592, 


A new con- 


{piracy of the 


Popifh Lords. 


the Popith faction more than they approved, he endeavoured to: 
attone for this, by conceffions to the Prefbyterian Clergy, greater 
than he himfelf would otherwife have chofen *, 


In this parliament, Bothwell and all his adherents were attainted.. 
But he foon made a new attempt to feize the King at Falkland; 
and James, betrayed by fome of his courtiers, and feebly defended 
by others, who wifhed well to Bothwell, as the Chancellor’s avow- 
ed enemy, owed his fafety to the fidelity and vigilance of Sir Robert. 
Melvil, and to the irrefolution of Bothwell’s affociates +. 


Tuis danger was fearce well over, when the nation was alarmed 
with the difcovery of a new and more formidable confpiracy.. 
George Ker, the Lord Newbottle’s brother, being feized as he was: 
ready to fet fail for Spain, many fufpicious papers were found in: 
his cuftody, and among thefe, feveral blanks figned by the Earls- 
ef Angus, Huntly, and Errol. By this extraordinary precaution,, 
they hoped to efcape any danger of difcovery. But Ker’s refolu- 
tion fhrinking when torture was threatened, he confeffed that he 
was employed by thefe noblemen, to carry on a negociation with. 
the King of Spain; that the blanks fubfcribed with their names- 
were to be filled up by Crichton and Tyrie; that they were in- 
ftructed to offer the faithful fervice of the three Earls to that Mo- 
narch ; and to follicite him to land a body of his troops, either in. 
Galloway, or at the mouth of Clyde, with which, they undertook, in 
the firft place, to eftablifh the Roman Catholic Religion in Scot- 
land, and then to invade England, with. the whole forces of the 
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‘kingdom. Sir David Graham of Fintry, and Barclay of Lady- Book VIII: 
land, whom he accufed of being privy to the confpiracy, were 


: i ~~ 3694. 
taken into cuftody, and confirmed all the circumftances of his ; ? 
confeffion *. 

Tue nation having been kept for fome time in continual terror : 


and agitation by fo many fucceflive confpiracies, the difcovery of Zeal of the 
this new danger compleated the panic. All ranks of men, as if °°? 
the enemy had already been at their gates, thought themfelves 

called upon to ftand forth in defence of their country. The Mi- 

nifters of Edinburgh, without waiting for any warrant from the 

King, who happened at that time to be abfent from the capital, 

and without having received any legal commiffion, affembled a 
confiderable number of Peers and Batons, in order to provide an 

inftant remedy againft the impending danger. ‘They feized the 

Earl of Angus, and committed him to the caftle; they examined 

Ker ; and prepared a remonftrance to be laid before the King, con- 

cerning the ftate of the nation, and the neceffity of profecuting 

the confpirators with becoming vigour. James, though jealous Hs Lp 
of every encroachment on his prerogative, and offended with fub- King againt 
jets, who inftead of petitioning, feemed to prefcribe to him, a 
fourid it neceflary, during the violence of the ferment, not only 

to adopt their plan, but even to declare that no -confideration fhould 

ever induce him to pardon thofe, who had been guilty of fo odious a 
atreafon. He fummoned the Earls of Huntly and Errol to fur- 

render themfelves tojuftice. Graham of Fintry, whom his Peers 
pronounced to be guilty of treafon, he commanded to be publickly 
‘beheaded ; and marching into the North at the head of an army, 

the two Earls, together with Angus, who had -efcaped out of pri- 
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fon, retired to the mountains. He placed garrifons in the caftles 
which belonged to them; compelled their vaffals, and the Barons, 
in the adjacent counties, to fubfcribe a bond containing profeffions 
of their loyalty towards him, and of their firm adherence to the — 
Proteftant faith ; and, the better to fecure the tranquillity of that 
part of the kingdom, conftituted the Earls of Athol, and Mar- 
fhall, his Lieutenants there *. . | 


Havine finifhed this expedition, James returned to Edinburgh, 
where he found Lord Borrough, an extraordinary ambaflador from 
the court of England. Elizabeth, alarmed at the difcovery of a 
con{fpiracy, which fhe confidered as no lefs formidable to her own 
kingdom, than to Scotland, reproached James with his former 
remifnefs,.and urged him, as he regarded the prefervation of the 
Proteftant religion, or the dignity of his own Crown, to punifh 
this repeated treafon with rigour; and if he could not apnrehend 
the perfons, at leaft to confifcate the eftates of fuch audacious ree 
bels. She weakened, however, the force of thefe requetts, by. 
interceding, at the fame time, in behalf of Bothwell, whom, ac- 
cording to her ufual policy in nourifhing a factious {pirit among 
the Scotch nobles, fhe had taken under her prote¢tion. James abfo- 
lutely refufed to liften to any interceffion in favour of one, who 
had fo often, and with fo much outrage, infulted both his go- 
vernment and his perfon. With regard to the Popith confpirators, 
he declared his refolution to profecute them with vigour; but that 
he might be the better able to do fo, he demanded a {mall fum of 
money from Elizabeth, which fhe, diftruftful, perhaps, of the 
manner in which he might apply it, fhewed no inclination to grant. 
The zeal, however, and importunity of his own fubje€ts obliged 
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him to call a parliament, in order to pafs an act of attainder again{t Book VIII. 
the three Earls, But before it met, Ker made his efcape out of —~*>~ 
' prifon, and on pretence, that legal evidence of their guilt could not 1393: 
be produced, nothing was soncluden againft them. ‘The King him- 

felf was univerfally fufpected of having contrived this artifice, on 

purpofe to elude the requefts of the Queen of England, and to 
difappoint the wifhes of his own people. And therefore, in order 

to footh the Clergy, who exclaimed loudly againft his condu@, 

he gave way to the paffing of an act, which ordained thofe who 
ob{tinately contemned the cenfures of the Church, to be declared 

outlaws *., 


Wuite the terror excited by the Popith confpiracy poffeffed the Bothwell 
nation, the court had been divided by two rival fa€tions, which Kien the 
contended for the chief direction of affairs. At the head of one, 
was the Chancellor, in whom the King repofed entire confidence. 

For. that very reafon, perhaps, he had fallen early under the Queen’s 
difpleafure. The Duke of Lennox, the Earl of Athol, Lord 
Ochiltree, and all the name of Stewart efpoufed her quarrel, and 
widened the breach. And James, fond no lefs of domeftic tran- 
quillity, than of public peace, advifed his favourite to retire, for 
fome ‘time, in hopes that the Queen’s refentment would fubfide. 
But as he ftood in need, in the prefent juncture, of the affiftance 
of fo able a Minifter, he had recalled him to court. In order to 
prevent him from recovering his former power, the Stewarts had 
—recourfe to an expedient no Iefs illegal, than defperate. Having 
combined with Bothwell, who was of the fame furname, they July 24. 
brought him back fecretly into Scotland; and feizing the gates of 
_ the palace, introduced him into the royal apartment with a nume- 
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rous train of armed followers. James, though deferted by all his 
courtiers, and incapable of refiftance, difcovered more indignation 
than fear, and reproaching them for their treachery, called on the 
Earl to finith his treafons, by piercing his Sovereign to the heart. 
But Bothwell fell on his knees, and implored pardon. The King 
‘was not in a condition to refufe his demands. And a few days 
after he figned a capitulation with this fuccefsful traitor, to whom 
he was really a prifoner, whereby he bound himfelf to grant him 
a remiffion for all paft offences, and to procure the ratification of 
it in parliament; and in the mean time, to difmifs the Chancellor, 
the Mafter of Glamis, Lord Home, and Sir George Home, from 
his councils and prefence. Bothwell, on his part, confented to 
remove from court, though he left there as many of his affo- 
ciates, as he thought fufficient to prevent the return of the adverfe 
faction. 


But it was now no eafy matter to keep the King under the 
fame kind of bondage, to which he had been often fubject during 
his minority. He difcovered fo much impatience to thake off his 
fetters, that thofe who impofed, durft not continue, the reftraint. 
They permitted him to call a Convention of the nobles at Stirling, 
and to repair thither himfelf. All Bothwell’s enemies, and all 
who were defirous of gaining the King’s favour by appearing to be 
fo, obeyed the fummons, They pronounced the infult offered 
to the King’s perfon and authority to be high treafon, and declared 
him abfolved from any obligation to obferve conditions, extorted 
by force, and which violated fo effentially his royal prerogative. 
James, however, ftill proffered him a pardon, provided he would 
fue for it as an act of mercy, and promife to retire out of the king- 
dom: Thefe conditions Bothwell rejected with difdain, and be- 
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taking himfelf once more to arms, attempted to furprize the King, Book VIII. 

but finding him on his guard, fled to the borders *. rea 
Tue King’s ardour againft Bothwell, compared with his flow and Sufpetted of 

evafive proceedings againft the Popifh Lords, occafioned a general iavonring the 

difguft among his fubje&ts ; and was imputed either to an exceflive pene 

attachment to the perfons of thofe confpirators, or to a fecret par- 

tiality towards their opinions; both which gave rife to no unrea- 

fonable fears: The Clergy, as the immediate guardians of the 

Proteftant Religion, thought themfelves bound, in fuch a juncture, 

to take extraordinary f{teps for its prefervation, And the provincial 

fynod of Fife happening to meet at that time, a motion was made 

to excommunicate all concerned in the late confpiracy, as obftinateSep. 25: 

and irreclaimable Papifts. And though none of the confpirators 

refided within the bounds of the fynod, or were fubject to its ju- 

rifdi@tion, fuch was the zeal of the members, that, overlooking 

this irregularity, they pronounced the fentence of excommunica- 

tion, to which the act of laft parliament added new terrors, And: 

left this fhould be imputed to a few men, and accounted the 

act of a fmall part of the Church, deputies were appointed to- 


attend the adjacent fynods, and to defire their approbation and con~ 
currence. 


An event happened, a few weeks after, which increafed the His lenity to- 
wards them. : 
people’s fufpicions of the King. As he was marching on an e€x-O8€. 17. 
pedition againft the borderers, the three Earls, coming fuddenly 
into his prefence, offered to fubmit themfelves to a legal trial, and 
James, without committing them to cuftody, appointed a day for 
that purpofe. The confpirators prepared to appear with a formi- 


dable train of their friends and vaffals. But, in the mean time,. 
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Book VIII. the Clergy, together with many Peers and Barons, affembling at 
LrNS 


se 


Nov. 26. 


™~ 


Edinburgh, remonftrated againft the King’s extreme indulgence 
with great boldnefs, and demanded of him, according to the re- 
gular courfe of juftice, to commit to fure cuftody perfons charged 
with the higheft aéts of treafon, who could not be brought to a legal 
trial, until they were abfolved from the cenfures of the Church ; 
and to call a Convention of eftates, to deliberate concerning the 
method of proceeding againft them. Atthe fame time, they offered 
to accompany him in arms to the place of trial, left fuch auda- 
cious and powerful criminals fhould overaw juftice, and dictate 
to the judges, to whom they pretended to fubmit. James, though 
extremely offended both with the irregularity of their proceedings, 
and the prefumption of their demands, found it expedient to put 
off the day of trial, and to call a Convention of eftates, in order to 
quiet the fears and jealoufies of the people. By being humoured 
in this point, their fufpicions began gradually to abate, and the 
Chancellor managed the Convention fo artfully, that he himéelf, 
together with a few other members, was impowered to pronounce 
a final fentence upon the confpirators. After much deliberation, 
they ordained that the three Earls, and their affociates, fhould be 
exempted from all further inquiry or profecution, on account of 
their correfpondence with Spain; that, before the firft day of 
February, they fhould either fubmit to the Church, artd publickly 
renounce the errors of Popery, or remove out of the kingdom; 
that, before the firft of January, they fhould declare which of 
thefe alternatives they would embrace; that they fhould find furety 
for their peaceable demeanour, for the future; and that if they 
failed to fignify their choice in due time, they fhould lofe the be- 
nefit of this act of abolition, and remain expofed to all the pains 
of law *. 
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By this lenity towards the confpirators, James incurred much Book VIII. 
reproach, and gained no advantage. Devoted to the Popifh fuper- 
{tition, fubmiflive to all the dictates of their priefts, and buoyed 
up with hopes and promifes of foreign aid, the three Earls refufed to 
accept of the conditions, and continued their treafonable correfpon- 
dence with the court of Spain. A Convention of eftates pronounced Jan.13. 
them to have forfeited the benefit of the articles, which were of- 
fered ; and the King required them, by proclamation, to furrender 
themfelves to juftice. ‘The prefence of the Englifh ambaffador 
contributed, perhaps, to the vigour of thefe proceedings. Eliza- 
beth, ever attentive to James's motions, and imputing his reluctance 
to punith the Popifh Lords to a fecret approbation of their defigns, 
had fent Lord Zouche to reprefent, once more, the danger to which 
he expofed himfelf, by this falfe moderation ; and to require him 
to exercifethat rigour, which their crimes, as well as the pofture of af- 
fairs rendered neceflary. And though the fteps now taken by the 
King filenced all complaints on that head, yet Zouche, forgetful 
of his character as an ambaffador, entered into private negocia- 
tions with fuch of the Scotch nobles, as difapproved of the King’s 
meafures, and held almoft an open correfpondence with Bothwell, 
who, according to the ufual artifice of malecontents, pretended 
much folicitude for reforming the diforders of the commonwealth ;s 
and covered hisown ambition with the fpecious veil of zeal againft 


ee mn aed 
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thofe Councellors, who reftrained the King from purfuing the avowed 
enemies of the Proteftant faith. | Zouche encouraged him, inthe 
name of his Miftrefs, to take arms again{t his Sovereign. 


MEAN while, the King and the Clergy were filled with mutual dif- Aseinats 
truft of each oher. They were jealous, perhaps to excefs, that his af- tempt of 
fections leaned too much towards the Popith faction ; he fufpectedthem, Dene ee 
without good reafon, of prompting Bothwell to rebellion, and even 
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Book VIII. of fupplying him with money for that purpofe. Little inftigation, 

1594. indeed, was wanting to rouze fuch a turbulent fpirit as Bothwell’s, 
toany daring enterprize. He appeared fuddenly within a mile of 
Edinburgh, at the head of 400 horfe.. The pretences, by which 
he endeavoured to juftify this infurrection, were extremely popular ; 
zeal for religion, enmity to Popery, concern for the King’s honour, ~ 
and for the liberties of the nation. James was totally unprovided. 
for his own defence; he had no infantry, and was accompanied. 
only witha few horfemen of Lord Home’s train. In this extre- 
mity, he implored the aid of the citizens of Edinburgh, and, in 
order to encourage them to act with zeal, he promifed to proceed 
againft the Popifh Lords with the utmoft rigour of law. Animated 
by their Minifters, they ran cheerfully to their arms, and advanced 
with the King at their head againft Bothweil; but he, notwith- 
ftanding his fuccefs in putting to flight Lord Home, who had rathly 
charged him with a far inferior number of cavalry, retired to Dal- 
keith without daring to attack the King. His followers abandon- 
ed him foon after, and difcouraged by fo many fucceffive difap- 
pointments, could never afterwards be brought to venture into the 
field. He betook himfelf to his ufual lurking places, in the North 
of England ; but/Elizabeth, in compliance with the King’s remon- 
{trances, obliged him to quit that retreat *, 


Freth dangers No fooner was the King delivered from one danger, than he was 
. euheaieg called to attend to another. The Popifh Lords, in confequence 
April 3 3. ” of their negociations with Spain, received, in the fpring, a fupply 
of money from Philip. What bold defigns this might infpire, 
it was no eafy matter to conjecture. From men under the do- 


minion of bigotry, and whom indulgence could not reclaim, the 
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moft defperate actions were to be dreaded. The aflembly of the Book VIII. 
Church immediately took the alarm; remonftrated againft them “~~~ 
with more bitternefs than ever; and unanimoufly ratified the fen- 1594 
tence of excommunication, pronounced by the fynod of Fife. 

James himfelf, provoked by their obftinacy and ingratitude, 

and afraid that his long forbearance would not only be gene- 

rally difpleafing to his own fubjects, but give rife to unfavourable 
{ufpicions among the Englith, exerted himfelf with unufual vigour. 

He called a parliament; laid before it all the circumftances and nets 
agegravations of the confpiracy ; and though there were but few. 
members prefent, and feveral of thefe connected with the confpi- 

rators by blood or friendfhip, he prevailed on them, by his influence 

and importunity, to pronounce the moft rigorous fentence the law 

can inflict. They were declared to be guilty of high treafon, and 

their eftates and honours forfeited. At the fame time, ftatutes, 

more fevere than ever, were enacted againft the profeffors of the 

Popith Religion. 


How to put this fentence in execution, was a matter of greater Battle of 
difficulty. Three powerful Barons, cantoned in a part of the Glenlivat. 
country almoft inacceffible, furrounded with numerous vaffals, and 
{upported by aid from a foreign Prince, were more than an over- 
match for a Scotch Monarch. No intreaty could prevail on Eli- 
zabeth to advance the money, neceflary for defraying the ex- 
pences of an expedition again{ft them. ‘To attack them in perfon, 
with his own forces alone, might expofe him both to difgrace and 
to danger. - He had recourfe tothe only expedient which remain- 
ed, in fuch a fituation, for aiding the impotence of Sovereign au- 
thority ; he delegated his authority to the Earl of Argyll, and Lord 
' Forbes, the leaders of two clans at enmity with the confpirators ; 
aad gave them a commiffion to invade their lands, and to feize the 
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his high pretenfions of zeal for the Proteftant Religion, having 
now entered into a clofe confederacy with them, the danger became ~ 
every day moreurging. Argyll, follicited by the King, and rouzed 
by the Clergy, took the field at the head of 7000 men. Huntly 
and Errol met him at Glenlivat, with an army far inferior in num- 
ber, but compofed chiefly of gentlemen of the low countries, 
mounted on horfe-back, and who brought along with them a train of 
ficld-pieces. They encountered each other with all the fury, 
which hereditary enmity and ancient rivalfhip add to undifciplined 
courage. But the Highlanders, difconcerted by the firft difcharge 
of the cannon, to which they were little accuftomed, and un- 
able to refift the impretffion of cavalry, were foon put to flight. 
And Argyll, a gallant young man of eighteen, was carried by his 
friends out of the field, weeping with indignation at their dif- 
grace, and calling on them to ftand, and to vindicate the honour 
of their name *. 


On the firft intelligence of this defeat, James, though obliged to 
pawn his jewels in order to raife money +, affembled a {mall body 
of troops, and marched towards the north. He was joined by the 
Irwines, Keiths, Lefleys, Forbefes, and other clans at enmity with 
Huntly and Errol, who having loft feveral of their principal fol- 
lawers at Glenlivat, and others refufing to bear arms againft the 
King in perfon, were obliged to retire to the mountains. James 
walted their lands; put garrifons in fome of their caftles; burnt 
others; and left the Duke of Lennox, as his Lieutenant in that 
part of the kingdom, with a body of men fufficient to reftrain them 
from gathering to any head there, or from infefting the low 
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country. Reduced at laft to extreme diftrefs, by the rigour Book VIII. 
of the feafon, and the defertion of their followers, they obtained sr es 
the King’s permiffion to go beyond feas, and gave fecurity that they Popith Lords 
fhould neither return without his licence, nor engage in any new Ghee. 
intrigues againft the Proteftant Religion, or the peace of the 


kingdom *, 


By their exile, tranquillity was re-eftablifhed in the North of 
Scotland ; and the firmnefs and vigour, which James had difplayed The Roman 
invhis laft proceedings againft them, regained him, in a great degree, ay epee 
the confidence of his Proteftant fubje@ts. But he funk, in the James. 
fame proportion, and for the fame reafon, in the efteem of the 
Roman Catholics. They had afferted his mother’s right to the 
Crown of England with fo much warmth, that they could not, 
with any decency, reject his. And the indulgence, with which 
he affected to treat the profeflors of that religion, infpired them with 
fuch hopes, that they viewed his acceffion tothe throne as no 
undefirable event. But the rigour with which the King purfued 
the confpirators, and the fevere ftatutes againft Popery to which he 
had given his confent, convinced them that thefe hopes were vifio- _ 
nary ; and they began to look about in queft of fome new fucceffor, 
whofe rights they might oppofe to his. The Englifh Papifts turned 
their eyes towards the Earl of Effex, whofe generous mind, though 
firmly eftablifhed in the Proteftant faith, abhorred the feverities 
inflicted, in that age, on account of religious opinions. Thofe of 
the fame fe, who were in exile, formed a bolder fcheme, and one 
more fuitable to their fituation, ‘They advanced the claim of the 
Infanta of Spain; and Parfons the Jefuit publifhed a book, in which, 
by falfe quotations from hiftory, by fabulous genealogies, and ab- 
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Book VIIf. furd arguments, intermingled with bitter invectives againft the King 
“—Y—~ of Scots, he endeavoured to prove the Infanta’s title to the Englith 
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Crown to be preferable to his. And Philip, though involved 
already in a war both with France and England, and {carce able 
to defend the remains of the Burgundian Provinces againft the 
Dutch commonwealth, eagerly grafped at this airy project. The 
dread of a Spanifh Pretender to the Crown, and the oppofition 
which the Papifts began to form againft the King’s fucceffion, 
contributed not a little to remove the prejudices of the Proteftants, 
and to prepare the way for that event. 


BoTHWELL, whofe name has been fo often mentioned as the 
difturber of the King’s tranquillity, and of the peace of the king- 
dom, was now in a wretched condition, Abandoned by the Queen 
of England, on account of his confederacy with the Popifh Lords; 
excommunicated by the Church, for the fame reafon ; and deferted, 
in his diftrefs, by his own followers; he was obliged to fly for 
fafety to France, and thence to Spain and Italy, where, after re- 
nouncing the Proteftant faith, he led, many years, an obfcure and 
indigent life, remarkable only for a low and infamous debauchery. 
The King, though extremely ready to facrifice the ftrongeft re‘ent- 
ments to the flighteft acknowledgments, could never be foftened 
by his fubmiffions, nor be induced to liften to any interceffion in his . 
behalf *. 


Tuts year the King loft Chancellor Maitland, an able Minifter, 
en whom he had long devolved the whole weight of public affairs. 
As James loved him while alive, he wrote, in honour of his me- 
mory, a copy of verfes, which, when compared with the com-. 
pofitions of that age, are far from being inelegant +. 
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Soon after his death, a confiderable change was made in the Book VIII. 
adminiftration, At that time, the annual charges of government ““Y7~ 
far exceeded the King’s revenues. The Queen was fond of ex- Petia 
penfive amufements. James himéelf was a ftranger to ceconomy. ae oa 
It became neceffary, for all thefe reafons, to levy the public re- 
venues with greater order and rigour, and to hufband them with 
more care. This important truft was committed to eight gentle- 
men of the law *, who from their number were called Oavians. 

The powers vefted in them were ample, and almoft unlimited. 
The King bound himfelf neither to add to their number, nor to 
fupply any vacancy that might happen, without their confent: and 
knowing the facility of his own temper, agreed that no alienation 
of his revenue, no grant of a penfion, or order on the treafury, 
fhould be held valid, unlefs it were ratified by the fub{cription of 
five of the commiffioners ; all their acts and decifions were declared 
to be of equal force with the fentences of judges in civil courts; 
and in confequence of them, and without any other warrant, any 
perfon might be arrefted, or their goods feized. Such extenfive 
jurifdiction, together with the abfolute difpofal of the public 
money, drew the whole executive part of the government into their 
hands. United among themfelves, they gradually undermined the 
reftof the King’s Minifters, and feized on every lucrative or honou- 
rable office. The ancient fervants of the Crown repined, at being 
obliged to quit their flations to new men. The favourites, and 
young courtiers, murmured at feeing the King’s liberality {tinted by 
their prefcriptions. And the Clergy exclaimed againft fome of 
them as known apoftates to Popery, and fufpected others of fecretly 
favouring it. They retained their power, however, notwithftand- 
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ing this general combination againft them ; and they owed it intirely 
to the order and ceconomy which they introduced into the adminif- 
tration of the finances, by which the neceflary expences of go- 
vernment were more eafily defrayed, than in any other period of 
the King’s reign *. 


Tue rumour of vaft preparations which Philip was faid to be 
carrying on at this time, filled both England and Scotland with the 
dread of anew invafion. James took proper meafures for the de- 
fence of his kingdom. But thefe did not fatisfy the zeal of the 
Clergy, whofe fufpicions of the King’s fincerity began to revive ; 
and as he had permitted the wives of the banifhed Peers to levy 
the rents of their eftates, and to live in their houfes, they charged 
him with rendering the act of forfeiture ineffeCtual, by fupporting 
the avowed enemies of the Proteftant faith. The affembly of the 
Church took under confideration the ftate of the kingdom, and 
having appointed a day of public fafting, they folemnly renewed 
the Covenant, by which the nation was bound to adhere to the 
Proteftant faith, and to defend it againft all aggreffors. A com- 
mittee, confifting of the moft eminent Clergymen, and of many 
Barons, and gentlemen of diftin€tion, waited on the King, and laid 
before him a plan for the fecurity of the kingdom, and the pre- 
fervation of religion. ‘They urged him to appropriate the eftates 
of the banifhed Lords, as a fund for the maintenance of foldiers; 
totake the ftricteft precautions for preventing the return of fuch 
turbulent fubjects into the country; and to purfue all who were 
fufpected of being their adherents, with the utmoft rigour. 


NotTuinc could be more repugnant to the King’s fchemes, or 
more difagreeable to his inclination, than thefe propofitions. Averfe, 
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through his whole life, to any courfe, where he expected oppofi- Book VIII. 
tion or danger ; and fond of attaining his ends, with the character | 566. 
of moderation, and by the arts of policy, he obferved with con- 
cern the prejudices againft him, which were growing among the 
Roman Catholics, and refolved to make fome attonement for that 
part of his condu@, which had drawn on him their indignation. 
Elizabeth was now well advanced in years; her life had lately been 
in danger; if any Popifh competitor fhould arife to difpute his right 
of fucceffion, a faction, fo powerful as that of the banifhed Lords, 
might be extremely formidable ; and any divifion among his own 
fubjets might prove fatal, at a juncture, which would require 
their united and moft vigorous efforts. Inftead, therefore, of the 
additional feverities which the aflembly propofed, James had 
thoughts of mitigating the punifhment, which they already fuffered. 
And as they were furrounded, during their refidence in foreign 
parts, by Philip’s emiffaries; as refentment might difpofe them to. 
liften more favourably, than ever, to their fuggeftions ; as defpair 
might drive them to ftill more atrocious actions ; he refolved to recall 
them, under certain conditions, into their native country. Encou- 
raged by thefe fentiments of the King in their favour, of which they 
did not want intelligence, and wearied already of the dependant and 
anxious life of exiles, they ventured to return fecretly into Scot- 
land. Soon after, they prefented a petition to the King, begging 
his permiffion to refide at their own houfes, and offering to give fe- 
curity for their peaceable and dutiful behaviour. James called a 
Convention of eftates to deliberate on a matter of fuch importance, 
and by their advice he granted the petition, 


So foon as they were informed of this, the members of a committee, ais 


appointed by the laft affembly, met at Edinburgh, and with all the pre- the Clerey 
Vou. II. Ce cipitancy i 
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Book VIII. cipitancy of fear, and of zeal, took fuch refolutions as they thought 
“—~——~ neceffary for the fafety of the kingdom. They wrote circular 
1590. letters to all the Prefbyteries in Scotland ; they warned them of the 
approaching danger ; they exhorted them to ftir up their people to the 
defence of their juft rights; they commanded them to publifh, in 
all their pulpits, the act excommunicating the Popifh Lords; and 
enjoined them to lay all thofe who were fufpected of favouring Po- 
pery under the fame cenfure, by a fummary fentence, and without 
obferving the ufual formalities of trial. And as the danger feemed 
too preffing to wait for the ftated meetings of the judicatories of the 
Church, they made choice of the moft eminent Clergymen in 
different corners of the kingdom, appointed them to refide conftant- 
ly at Edinburgh, and to meet every day with the Minifters of that 
city, under the name of the Standing Council of the Church, and 
vefted in this body the fupreme authority, by enjoining it, in imita— 
tion of the ancient Roman form, to take care that the Church 
fhould receive no detriment. 


THESE proceedings, no lefs unconftitutional than unprecedented, 
were manifeft encroachments on the royal prerogative, and bold 
{teps towards open rebellion. The King’s conduct, however, juf- 
tified in fome degree fuch excefles. His lenity towards the Papitts,. 
fo repugnant to the principles of that age; his pardoning the con- 
fpirators, notwithftanding repeated promifes to the contrary; the 
re(pect he paid to Lady Huntly, who was attached to the Romith 
religion, no lefs than her hufband; his committing the care of his 
daughter, the Princefs Elizabeth, to Lady Levingfton, who was 
infected with the fame fuperftition ; the contempt with which he 
talked, on all occafions, both of the character of Minifters, and 
of their function ; were circumftances which might have filled 


I minds, 
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minds, not prone by nature to jealoufy, with fome fufpicions ; and Book VIII, 
might have precipitated into rath councils, thofe, who were far re- area 
moved from intemperate zeal. But, however powerful the motives 
might be which influenced the Clergy, or however laudable the 
end they had in view, they conducted their meafures with no ad- 
drefs, and even with little prudence. James difcovered a {trong 
inclmation to avoid a rupture with the Church, and, jealous as he 
was of his prerogative, would willingly have made many conceffions 
for the fake of peace. By hiscommand, fome of the Privy Coun- 
fellors had an interview with the more moderate among the Clergy, 
and enquired whether Huntly and his aflociates might not, upon 
making proper acknowledgments, be again received into the bofom of 
the Church, and be exempted from any further punifhment, onaccount 
of their paftapoftacy and treafons. They replied, that though the gate 
of mercy ftood always open for thofe who repented and returned, yet 
as thefe noblemen had been guilty of idolatry, a crime deferving 
death both by the law of God, and of man, the civil magiftrate 
could not legally grant them a pardon ; and even though the Church 
fhould abfolve them, it was his duty to inflict punifhment upon 
them. This inflexibility in thofe, who were reckoned the moft 
compliant of the order, filled the King with indignation, which 
the imprudence and obftinacy of a privaté Clergyman heightened 
into rage. 


Mr. David Black, Minifter at St. Andrew’s, difcourfing in one seditious 
of his fermons, according to cuftom, concerning the ftate of the ne 
nation, affirmed that the King had permitted the Popifh Lords to Black. 
return into Scotland, and by that action, had difcovered the trea- 
chery of his own heart ; that all Kings were the Devil's children ; 
that Satan had now the guidance of the court; that the Queen of 
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Book VITI. England was an atheift; that the judges were mifcreants and bri- 
“o. bers; the nobility godlefs and degenerate; the Privy Counfellors 


Novy. to. 


The Clergy 


efpoufe his 
detence. 


‘\ 


cormorants and men of no religion ; and in his prayer for the Queen, 
he ufed thefe words, We muft pray for her for fafhion’s fake, but 
we have no caufe, fhe will never do us good. James commanded 
him to be fummoned before the Privy Council, to anfwer for fuch 
feditious expreflions; and the Clergy, inftead of abandoning him 
to the punifhment, which fuch a petulant and criminal attack on 


his fuperiors deferved, were fo imprudent as to efpoufe his caufe, 


as if it had been the common one of the whole order. The con- 
troverfy concerning the immunities of the pulpit, and the rights of 
the Clergy to teftify againft vices of every kind, which had 
been agitated in 1534, was now revived. It was pretended, that 
with regard to their facred function, Minifters were fubje& to the 
Church alone; that it belonged only to their Ecclefiattical {uperiors 
to judge of the truth or falfhood of doétrines, delivered in the 
pulpit ; that if, upon any pretence whatever, the King ufurped this 
jurifdiction, the Church would, from that moment, fink under 


_ fervitude to the civil Magiftrate; that inftead of reproving vice, 


with that honeft boldnefs, which had often been of advantage to 
individuals, and falutary to the kingdom, the Clergy would learn to 
flatter the paflions of the Prince, and to connive at the vices of 
others; that the King’s eagernefs to punifh the indifcretion of a 
Proteftant Minifter, while he was fo ready to pardon the crimes of 
Popifh confpirators, called on them to ftand on their guard ; and 
that now was the time to contend for their privileges, and to pre- 
vent any encroachment on thofe rights, of which the Church had 
been in poffeffion ever fince the Reformation. Influenced by thefe 
confiderations, the council of the Church enjoined Black to decline 
the jurifdiction of the Privy council. And he, proud of fuch an 


oppor- 
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opportunity to difplay his zéal, prefented a paper to that purpofe, Book VIIT. 
and with the utmoft firmnefs refufed to plead, or to anfwer the Bern 
queftions which were put tohim. In order to add greater weight 
to thefe proceedings, the council of the Church tranfmitted the 
- declinature to all the Prefbyteries throughout the kingdom, and 
commanded every Minifter to fubfcribe it, in teftimony of his ap- 
probation. 


James defended his rights with no lefs vigour than they were at- 
tacked. Senfible of the contempt under which his authority muft , 
fall, if the clergy fhould be permitted, publickly, and with impu- 
nity, to calumniate his Minifters, and even to cenfure himfelf; and 
knowing, by former examples, what unequal reparation for fuch 
offences he might expect from the judicatories of the church, he 
urged on the inquiry into Black’s conduct, and iffued a proclama- 
tion, commanding the members of the council of the church to 
leave Edinburgh, and to return to their own parifhes. Black, in- 
ftead of {ubmitting, renewed his declinature ; and the council, in 
defiance of the proclamation, declared, that as they met by the 
authority of the church, obedience to it was a duty ftill more fa- 
cred, than that which they owed to the King himfelf. The Privy 
council, notwithftanding Black’s refufing to plead, proceeded in the 
trial; and, after a folemn inquiry, pronounced him guilty of the 
crimes of which he had been accufed; but referred it to the King, 
to appoint what punifhment he fhould fuffer. 


MEAN while, many endeavours were ufed to bring matters ta 
accommodation. Almoft every day produced fome new fcheme of 
reconcilement ; but through the King’s ficklenefs, the obftinacy of 
the Clergy, or the intrigues of the courtiers, they a!l proved inef- 
fectual. Both parties appealed to the people, and by reciprocal 

and 
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and exaggerated accufations, endeavoured to render each other 
odious. Infolence, fedition, treafon, were the crimes, with which 
James charged the Clergy ; while they made the pulpits refound 
with complaints of his exceffive lenity towards Papifts, and of the no 
lefs exceffive rigour, with which he oppreffed the eftablithed Church, 
Exafperated by their . bold invectives,. he, at laft, fentenced Black 
to retire beyond the river Spey, and to refide there during..his pleas 
fure; and once more commanding the members of the ftanding 
council to depart from Edinburgh, he’ required /all the Minifters 
in the kingdom to fubfcribe a bond, obliging themfelves:to fubmit; 
in the fame manner as other fubjects, to the jurifdiction of the 
civil courts, in matters of a civil nature. 


Tus decifive meafure excited all the violent paffions, whiclt 
poffefs difappointed factions ; and deeds no lefs violent immediately 
followed. Thefe muft be imputed in part to the artifices of fome 
courtiers, who expected to reap advantage from the calamities of 
their country, or who hoped to leffen the authority of the OGa- 
vians, by ingaging them in hoftilities with the Church. On one 


hand, they informed the King that the citizens of Edinburgh 


were under arms every night, and had planted a ftrong guard round 
the houfes of their Minifters. James, in order to put a ftop to this 
imaginary infult on his government, iffued a proclamation, coms 
manding twenty four of the principal citizens to leave the town, 
within fix hours. On the other hand, they wrote to the Minifters, 
advifing them to look to their own fafety, as Huntly had been fe« 
cretly admitted to an interview with the King, and had been the au- 
thor of the fevere proclamation againft the alae of Edinburgh we 


They 


* Though matters were induftrioufly aggravated by perfons, who wifhed both 
partics to purfue violent meafures ; neither of thefcreports were altogether deftitute 
of 
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They doubted no more of the truth of this intelligence, than the Book VIII. 
King had done of that which he received, and fell as blindly into A, 
thefnare. The lettercame to their hands, juft as oneof their num- . 

ber was going to mount the pulpit. They refolved that he fhould Pec. 7- 
acquaint the people of their danger ; and he painted it, with all the 

trong colours, which men naturally employ, in defcribing any 

dreadful and inftant calamity. When the fermon was over, he de- 

fired the nobles and gentlemen to affemble in the Little Church. 

The whole multitude, terrified at what they had heard, crowded 

thither; they promifed and vowed to ftand by the Church; they 

drew up a petition to the King, craving the redrefs of thofe grie- 

vances, of which the Clergy complained, and befeeching him to 

deliver them from all future apprehenfions of danger, by removing | 

fuch of his Counfellors, as were known to be enemies of the 
Proteftant Religion. Two Peers, two Gentlemen, two Burgefles, 

and two Minifters, were appointed to prefent it. The King hap- 1 The King in 
pened to be in the great hall of the Tolbooth, where the court of “anger. 
feffion was fitting. The manner in which the petition was de- 

livered, as well as its contents, offended him. He gave an 
haughty reply ; the petitioners infifted with warmth; and a prc~ 
mifcuous multitude prefling into the room, James retired abruptly 

into another apartment, and commanded the gates to be fhut be-. 

hind him: The deputies returned to the multitude, who were 

ftill affembled, and to whom a Minifter had been reading, in their ab- 

fence, the ftory of Haman. When they reported that the King 

had refufed to liften to their petitions, the Church was filled in a 


of foundation. As their Minifters were fuppofed to be in danger, fome of the 
more zealous citizens had determined to defend them, by force of arms. Birch: 
Mem. 2. 250. Huntly had been privately in Edinburgh, where he had an interes 
view, if not with the King, at Icaft with fome of his Minifters, Birch. Ibid. 230. 
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Book VIII. moment with noife, threatnings, execrations, and all the outrage 
eee 


1596. 


and confufion of a popular tumult. Some called for their arms } 
fome to bring out the wicked Haman ; others cried, the {word of 
the Lord and of Gideon ; and rufhing out with the moft furious 
impetuofity, furrounded the Tolbooth, threatning the King him- 
felf, and demanding fome of his Counfellors whom they named, 
that they might tear them in pieces. The magiftrates of the city, 
partly by authority, partly by force, endeavoured to quell the tu- 
mult; the King attempted to footh the malecontents, by promifing 
to receive their petitions, when prefented in a regular manner; 
the Minifters, fenfible of their own rafhnefs in kindling fuch a 
flame, feconded both; and the rage of the populace, fubfiding as 
fuddenly as it had rifen, they all difperfed, and the King returned 
to the palace; happy in having efcaped from an infurre@tion, which, 
though the inftantaneous and unconcerted effect of popular fury, had 
expofed his life to imminent danger, and was confidered by him as 
an unpardonable affront to his authority *. 


As foon as he retired, the leaders of the malecontents affembled, 
in order to prepare their petition. The punifhment of the Popith. 
Lords; the removal of thofe Counfellors, who were fufpected of 
favouring their perfons or opinions; the repeal of all the late a@s 
of council, fubverfive of the authority of the Church; together 
with an act approving the proceedings of the {tanding council ;. 
were the chief of their demands. But the King’s indignation was 
ftill fo high, that the deputies, chofen for that purpofe, durft not 
venture, that night, to prefent requefts which could not fail of kind- 
ling his rage anew. Before next morning, James, with all his at- 


* Spotlw. 417, &c. Cald. 5. 54, &c. Birch, Mem, 2. 235. 
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attendants, withdrew to Linlithgow; the feffion, and other courts Book VIII. 
of juftice, were required to leave acity, where it was no longer con- | 06 
fiftent either with their fafety, or their dignity to remain; and the He leaves 

: Edinburgh, 
noblemen and barons were commanded to return to their own 


and proceeds 
houfes, and not to reaflemble without the King’s permiffion. The Wit? eventy 


vigour, with which the King acted, ftruck a damp upon the fpirits ices 
of his adverfaries. The citizens, fenfible how much they would 
fuffer by his abfence, and the removal of the courts of juftice, re- 
pented already of their conduct. The Minifters alone refolved to 
maintain the conteft, They endeavoured to prevent the nobles 
from difperfing; they inflamed the people by violent invedctives 
againft the King; they laboured to procure fubfcriptions to an af- 
fociation for their mutual defence; and confcious what luftre and 
power the junction of fome of the greater nobles would add to their 
caufe, the Minifters of Edinburgh wrote to Lord Hamilton, that 
the people, moved by the word of God, and provoked by the in- 
juries offered to the Church, had taken arms; that many of the 
nobles had determined to protect the Proteftant Religion, which 
owed its eftablifhment to the piety and valour of their anceftors ; that 
they wanted onlya leader to unite them, and to infpire them with vi- 
gour; that his zeal for the good caufe, no lefs than his noble birth, 
entitled him to that honour: They conjured him therefore not to 
difappoint their hopes and wifhes, nor to refufe the fuffering Church 
that aid, which fhe fo much needed. Lord Hamilton, inftead of 
complying with their defire, carried the letter directly to the King, 
whom this new infult irritated to fuch a degree, that he commanded 
the magiftrates of Edinburgh inftantly to feize their Minifters, as 
manifeft incendiaries, and encouragers of rebellion. The magif- 
trates, in order to regain the King’s favour, were preparing to 
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Book VIII. obey; and the Minifters, who faw no other hope of fafety, fled 


-—-——’ towards England *, 


1597 


The King 
humbles the 


Tus unfucce(sful infurrection, inftead of overturning, eftablifh- 


power of the ed the King’s authority. Thofe concerned in it were confounded 


Church, 
Jan. 3. 


Abridges the 
privileges of 
the Citizens oO 
Edinburgh. 


and difperfed. And the reft of his fubjects, in order to avoid fuf- 
picion, or to gain his favour, contended who fhould be moft for- 
ward to execute his vengeance. A Convention of eftates being 
called, pronounced the late infurrection to be high treafon ; ordained 
every Minifter to fubfcribe a declaration of his: fubmiffion to the 
King’s jurifdiction, in all matters civil and criminal; impowered 
magiftrates to commit, inftantly, to prifon any Minifter, who 
in his fermons, fhould utter indecent reflections on the King’s 
conduét ; prohibited any Ecclefiaftical judicatory to meet, without the 
King’s licence; commanded that no perfon fhould be elected a 
magiftrate of Edinburgh, for the future, without the King’s ap- 
probation; and that, in the mean time, the prefent magiftrates 
fhould either difcover, and inflict condign punifhment on the au- 
thors of the late tumult, or the city itfelf fhould be {fubje&ted to 
all the penalties of that treafonable action -+.. : 


ARMED with theauthority of thefe decrees, James refolved to crufh. 
entirely the mutinous fpirit of his fubjects. As the Clergy had, hi- 
therto, derived their chief credit and ftrength from the favour and zeal 
of the citizens of Edinburgh, his firft care wasto humblethem. Though 
the magiftrates fubmitted to him in the moft abject terms ;. though 
they vindicated themfelves, and their fellow citizens, from the moft 
diftant intention of violating his royal perfon or authority ; though, | 
after the flricteft fcrutiny, no circumftances that could fix on them. 


* Spotfw. 451. Cald. 5.126. + Cald. 5. 147. 
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the fufpicion of premeditated rebellion had been difcovered ; though Book VIII. 
many of the nobles, and fuch of the Clergy as ftill retained any na 
degree of favour, interceded in their behalf; neither acknowledge- 
ments, nor interceflions, were of the leaft avail*. The King 
continued inexorable, the city was declared to have forfeited its pri- 
vileges as a Corporation, and to be liable to all the penalties of trea- 
fon. The capital of the kingdom, deprived of magiftrates, de- 
ferted by its Minifters, abandoned by the courts of juftice, and pro- 
{cribed by the King, remained in defolation and defpair. The 
courtiers even threatened to raze the city to the foundation, and to 
erect a pillar where it ftood, as an everlafting monument of the 
King’s vengeance, and of the guilt of its inhabitants. At laft, in 
compliance with Elizabeth, who interpofed in their favour, and 
moved by the continual follicitations of his nobles, James abfolved March 21. 
the citizens from the penalties of law, but, at the fame time, he 
{tripped them of their moft important privileges ; they were neither 
allowed to elect their own magiftrates, nor their own Minifters; 

many new burdens were impofed on them; and a great {um of 

money was exacted by way of peace-offering +. 


Feb. 28. 


_ James was, mean while, equally affiduous, and no lefs fucce{s- New regula. 
ful, in circum{cribing the jurifdiction of the Church, Experience had gard ae 
difcovered that to attempt this, by acts of parliament, and fentences Church. 

of privy council, was both ineffectual, and odious. He had re- 

courfe, now, to an expedient more artful, and better calculated for 
obtaining his end. The Ecclefiaftical judicatories were compofed 

of many members; the majority of the Clergy were extremely 


indigent, and unprovided of legal ftipends; the Minifters in the 
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neighbourhood of Edinburgh, notwithftanding the parity eftablifh- 
ed by the Prefbyterian government, had affumed a leading in the 
Church, which filled their brethren with envy ; every numerous body 
of men is fufceptible of fudden and {trong impreffions, and liable to 
be influenced, corrupted, or overawed. - Induced by thefe confide- 
rations, James thought it poffible to gain the Clergy, whom he had 


in vain attempted to fubdue. Proper agents were fet to work all - 


over the kingdom; promifes, flattery, and threats were employed ; 
the ufurpations of the brethren near the capital were aggravated ; 
the jealoufy of their power, which was growing in the diftant pro- 
vinces, was augmented ; and two different General Afflemblies were 
held, in both, which, notwithftanding the zeal and boldnefs, where- 
with a few leading Clergymen defended the privileges of the Church, 
a majority declared in favour of thofe meafures, which were agree- 
able tothe King. Many practices, which had contimued fince the 
Reformation, were condemned ; many points of difcipline, which 
had hitherto been reckoned facred and uncontroverted, were given 
up ; the licence, with which Minifters difcourfed of politieal mat- 
ters, was reftraineds the freedom, with which they inveighed 
againit particular perfons, cenfured ; fentences of fummary excom- 
munication declared unlawful ; the convoking a General Affembly, 
without the King’s permiffion, prohibited; and the right of no- 
minating Muinifters, to the principal towns, vefted in the Crown. 
Thus, the Clergy themfelves furrendered privileges, which it 
would have been dangerous to invade, and voluntarily fubmitted 
toa yoke, more intolerable than any James would have ventured to 
impofe by force; while thofe who continued to oppofe his mea- 
fures, inftead of their former popular topic of the King’s violent 
encroachments on a jurifdiction which did not belong him, were 


I | ob~ 


83 —_—_——————— —__ _——..,_ we oe 


OF SCOTLAND. = 208 


obliged to turn their outcries againft the corruptions of their own Book VIII. 
order *. = 
1597: 


_ By the authority of thefe affemblies, the Popifh Earls were al- Popith Lords 
lowed to make a public recantation of their errors ; were abfolved or 
from the fentence of excommunication; and received into the 

_ bofom of the Church. But, not many years after, they relapfed 

into their former errors, were again reconciled to the Church of 

Rome, and by their apoftacy juftified, in fome degree, the fears 

and fcruples of the Clergy with regard to their abfolution. 


Tue Minifters of Edinburgh owed to the interceffion of thefe 
affemblies, the liberty of returning to their charges in the city. 
But this liberty was clogged in fuch a manner, as greatly-abridged 
their power. The city was divided into diftinét parifhes ; the num- 
ber of Minifters doubled; perfons on whofe fidelity the King 
could rely were fixed in the new parifhes; and thefe circum- 
ftances, added to the authority of the late decrees of the Church, 
contributed to confirn that abfolute dominion in Ecclefiaftical 
affairs, which James poffeffed during the remainder of his reign. 


Tue King was -fo intent on new-modelling the Church, that 
the other tranfactions of this period fcarce deferve to be remem- 
‘bered. The Oétavians, envied by the other courtiers, and fplit- 
ing into faétions among themfelves, refigned their commiffion ; and 
the adminiftration of the revenue returning into its former channel}, 
both the King and the nation were deprived of the benefit of thei 
regular and {frugal ceconomy. 


* Spotfw. 433. Cald. 5. 189, 233. 
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~ ‘Towarps the end of the ycar,'a parliament was held in order 


to reftore Huntly, and his affociates, to their eftates and honours, 
by repealing the act of forfeiture paffed againft them. The authority 
of this fupreme court was likewife imployed to introduce 4 farther 
innovation into the Church ; but conformable to the fyftem which 
the King had now adopted, the motion for this purpofe took its rife 
from the Clergy themfelves. As the act of general annexation, and 
that eftablifhing the Prefbyterian government had reduced the few 
Bifhops, who ftill furvived, to poverty and contempt; as thofe 
who poffeffed the Abbeys, and Priories, were mere laymen, and 
many of them temporal Peers, few or none of the Ecclefiaftical 
order remained to vote in parliament, and by means of that, the 
influence of the Crown was confidcrably diminifhed there, and a 
proper ballance to the power and number of the nobles was want- 
ing. But the prejudices, the nation had conceived againft the 
name and character of Bifhops, were fo violent that James was ob- 
liged, with the utmoft care, to avoid the appearance of a defign to 
revive that order. He prevailed therefore on the commiffion ap- 
pointed by laft aflembly to complain to the parliament, that the 
Church was the only body in the kingdom deftitute of its repre- 
fentatives in that fupreme court, where it fo nearly concerned every 
order to have fome, who were bound to defend its rights ; and 
to crave that a competent number of the Clergy fhould be ad- 
mitted, according to ancient cuftom, toa featthere. In compliance 
with their requeft, an act was pafled, by which thofe Minifters, 
on whom the King fhould confer the vacant Bifhopricks and Ab- 
beys, were intitled to a vote in parliament; and that the Clergy 
might conceive no jealoufy of any encroachment on their privileges, 
st was remitted to the General Affembly, to determine what {piri- 
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tual jurifdigtion or authority in the government of the Church thefe Book VIII. 
perfons fhould —s 2. 


- Tue King, however, found it no eafy matter to obtain the con- 
currence of the Ecclefiaftical judicatories, in which the act of par. 
Hament met with a fierce oppofition. Though the Clergy per- 
ceived how much luftre this new privilege would refleét upon their 
order; though they were not infenfible of the great acceffion of 
perfonal power and dignity, which many of them would have 
acquired, by being admitted into the fupreme council of the na- 
tion, their abhorrence of epifcopacy was extreme; and to that, 
they facrificed every confideration of intereft or ambition. All the 
King’s profeffions oft regard for the prefent conftitution of the 
Church did not convince them of his fincerity ; all the devices that 
could be invented for reftraining and circumfcribing the jurifdiGtion 
of thofe, who were to be raifed to this new honour, did not dimi- 
nih their jealoufy and fear. Their own experience had taught 
them, with what infinuating progrefs the hierarchy advances,. 
and though admitted at firit with moderate authority, and under 
{fpecious pretences, how rapidly it extends its dominion. ‘‘ Varnith 
ever this fcheme, faid one of the leading Clergymen, with what 
colours you pleafe ; deck the intruder with the utmoft art; under 
all this difguife, I fee the horns of his mitre.” The fame fentiments 
prevailed among many of his brethren, and induced them to re- 
ject power and honours, with as much zeal, as ever thofe of their 
order courted them. Many, however, were allured by the hopes 
of preferment; the King himfelf and his Minifters employed the 
fame arts, which they had tried fo fuccefsfully laft year ; and after yarn 4: 
long debates, and much oppofition, the General Affembly declared 


* Spotlw. 450. Parl. 5th Jac, VI. c. 235. 
that: 
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Book VIII. that it was lawful for Minifters to accept of a feat in parliament; 
soe ias that it would be highly beneficial to the Church, to have its re- 
7 prefentatives in that fupreme court; and that fifty one perfons, a 
number nearly equal to that of the Ecclefiaftics, who were an- 
‘ciently called to parliament, fhould be chofen from among the 
Clergy for that purpofe. The manner of their election, toge- 
ther with the powers to be vefted in them, were left unde- 
cided for the prefent, and furnifhed matter of future delibe- 

sation *. 


1599. As the profpeét of fucceeding to the Crown of England drew 
James endea- nearer, James multiplied precautions in order to render it certain. 
fuccefs togain And as he was allied to many of the Princes of Germany by his 
Enea marriage, he fent ambafladors extraordinary to their feveral courts, 

in order to explain the juftnefs of his title to the Englith throne, 
and to defire their affiftance, if any competitor fhould arife to dif- 
pute his undoubted rights. Thefe Princes readily acknowledged 
the equity of his claim; but the aid they could afford him was 
diftant and feeble. At the fame time, Edward Bruce abbot of 
Kinlofs, his ambaffador at the Englifh court, follicited Elizabeth, 
with the utmoft warmth, to recognize his title by fome public deed, 
and to deliver her own fubjects from the calamities, which are 
occafioned by an uncertain or difputed fucceffion. But age had 
ftrengthened all the paffions, which had, hitherto, induced Eliza- 
beth to keep this great queftion obfcure, and undecided; anda 
general and evafive an{wer was all that James could obtain. Asno 
impreffion could be made on the Queen, the ambaffador was com- 
manded to found the difpofition of her fubjects, and to try what 


progrefs he could make in gaining them, Bruce poffeffed all the 
* Spotf. 450. Cald. 5.278. 
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a negociation, no lefs delicate, than important. A Minifter of 
this character was intitled to the confidence of the Englith. Ma- 
ny of the higheft rank unbofomed themfelves to him without re- 
ferve, and gave him repeated affurances of their refolution to affert 
his mafter’s right, in oppofition to every pretender *. And as fe- 
veral pamphlets were difperfed, at this time, in England, contain- 
ing objections to his title, James employed fome learned men in 
his kingdom to anfwer thefe cavillers, and to explain the advantages 
which would refult to both kingdoms, by the union of the Crowns, 
Thefe books were eagerly read, and contributed not a little to re- 
concile the Englifh to that event. A book publithed this year, by 
the King himfelf, produced an effect ftill more favourable. It was 
intitled Ba/ilicon Doron, and contained precepts concerning the art 
of government, addreffed to Prince Henry his fon. Notwithftand- 
ing the great alterations and refinements in national tafte fince that 
time, we mutt allow this to be no contemptible performance, and 
not to be inferior to the works of moft cotemporary writers, either 
in purity of ftyle, or juftnefs of compofition. Even that vain pa- 
rade of erudition with which it abounds, and which now difeufts us, 
raifed the admiration of that age; and as it was filled with thofe 
general rules, which fpeculative authors deliver for rendering a people 
happy, and of which James could difcourfe with great plaufibility, 
though often incapable of putting them in practice; the Englith 
conceived an high opinion of his abilities, and expected an increafe 
of national honour and profperity, under a Prince fo profoundly 
{killed in politics, and who gave fuch a f{pecimen both of his wifdom, 
and of his love to his people +. | 
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Book VII. THe Queen of England’s fentiments concerning James, were 
ee very different from thefe of her fubjects. His exceffive indulgence 
?* towards the Popith Lords ; the facility with which he pardoned their 
repeated treafons, his reftoring Beaton, the Popifh Archbifhop of 

Glafgow, who had fled out of Scotland at the time of the Reforma- 

tion, to the poffeffion of the temporalities of that benefice ; the ap- 

pointing him his Ambaffador at the court of France; the applaufe 

he beftowed, in the Bafilicon Doron, on thofe who adhered to the 

Queen his mother, Elizabeth confidered as fo many indications of 

a mind alienated from the Proteftant religion; and fufpected that 

he would foon revolt from the profeffion of it. Thefe fufpicions 
paar feemed to be fully confirmed, by a difcovery which came from the 
ing with the Mafter of Gray, who refided at that time in Italy, and who, ra- 
Pole ther than fuffer his intriguing fpirit to be idle, demeaned himfelf fo 
far as to act as a {py for the Englifh court. He conveyed to Eli- 

zabeth the copy of a letter, written by James to Pope Clement VIIT. 

in which the King, after many expreflions of regard for that pontiff, 

and of gratitude for bis favours, declared his firm refolution to treat 

the Roman Catholics with indulgence; and, in order to render the 
intercourfe between the court of Rome and Scotland more frequent 

and familiar, he folicited the Pope to promote Drummond, Bifhop of 

Vaizon, a Scot{man, to the dignity of a Cardinal *, Elizabeth, who 

had received, by another channel-f, fome imperfe& intelligence of this 
correfpondence, was filled with juft furprize, and immediately def- 

patched Bowes into Scotland, to inquire more fully into the truth - 

of the matter, and to reproach James for an action fo unbecoming 

a Proteftant Prince. He was no Jefs aftonifhed at the accufation, 

and with a confidence, which nothing but the confcioufnefs of in- 

nocence could infpire, affirmed the whole to be a mere calumny, 


* Cald. 333, . + Winw. Mem. vol. i. 37, 52. 
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and the letter itfelf to be forged by his enemies, on purpofe to Book VIII. 
bring his fincerity in religion to be fufpected. Elphingfton the Se- "ycose 
cretary of State denied the matter with equal folemnity. It came 
to be known by a very fingular accident, which happened fome. 
years after, that the information which Elizabeth had received was 
well founded, though at the fame time the King’s declarations of 
his own innocence were perfectly confiftent with truth. Cardinal 
Bellarmine, in a reply which he publifhed to a controverfial treatife, 
of which the King was the author, accufed him of having aban- 
doned the favourable fentiments which he had once entertained of 
the Roman Catholic religion, and as a proof of this quoted his let- 
ter to Clement VIII. It was impoffible, any longer, to believe this 
tobe a fiction; and it was a matter too delicate to be paffed over 
without ftrict inquiry. James immediately examined Elphingfton, 
and his confeffion unravelled the whole myftery. He acknowledged 
that he had fhuffled in this letter, among other papers, which he 
laid before the King to be figned, who, fufpecting no fuch deceit, 
fubfcribed it together with the reft, and without knowing what it 
contained; that he had no other motive, however, to this action, 
but zeal for his Majefty’s fervice; and, by flattering the Roman Ca- 
tholics with hopes of indulgence under the King’s government, he 
imagined that he was paving the way for his more eafy acceffion 
to the Englith throne. The Privy Council of England entertained 
very different fentiments of the Secretary’s conduct. In their opinion, 
not only the King’s reputation had been expofed to reproach, but 
-his life to danger, by this rafh impofture ; they even imputed the 
gun-powder treafon to the rage and difappointment of the Papifts, 
upon finding that the hopes which this letter infpired were fruf- 
trated. The Secretary was fent a prifoner into Scotland, to be tried 
Ee 2 for 
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Book VIN. for high treafon. His peers found him guilty; but, by the Queén’s S 
eo imercetion, he obtained a pardon *. 


Accorpinc to the account of other hiftorians, James himklf 
was no ftranger to this correfpondence with the Pope; and, if we 
believe them, Elphingfton being intimidated by the threats of thé 
Englith council, and deceived by the artifices of the Earl of Dun- 
bar, concealed fome circumftances in his narrative of this tranf- 
action, and falfified others; and, at the expence of his own fame, 
and with the danger of his life, endeavoured to draw a veil over this 
part of his Mafter’s conduct +. 


Jamesatereat But whether we impute the writing of this letter to the Secre- 

Pac, tary’s officious zeal, or to the King’s command, it is certain, that, 

Catholics. about this time, James was at the utmoft pains to gain the friendfhip 
of the Roman Catholic Princes, as a neceflary precaution towards fa- 
cilitating his acceflion to the Englifh throne. Lord Home, who 
was himfelf a Papift, was entrufted with a fecret commiffion to 
the Pope t; the Archbifhop of Glafgow was an active inftrument 
with thofe of his own religion |]. The Pope expreffed fuch fa- 
vourable fentiments both of the King, and of his right to the Crown 
of England, that James thought himfelf bound, fome years after, 
to acknowledge the obligation in a public manner **, Sir James | 
Lindfay made great progrefs in gaining the Englifh Papifts to ac- 
knowledge his Majefty’s title. Of all thefe intrigues Elizabeth re- 
ceived obf{cure hints, from different quarters. The more imper- 
fectly fhe knew, the more violently fhe fufpected the King’s de- 
figns, and the natural jealoufy of her temper increafing with age, 
fhe obferved his conduct with greater folicitude than ever. 


* Spotl. 456, 507. Johnft. 448. + Cald. vol. v. 322. vi. 147. 
t Winw. Mem. vol. ii. 57. | Cald. vol, vi.147. ** Ibid. vol. v. 604. 
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THE queftions with regard to the election and power of the re- Book'VITTI. 


prefentatives of the church, were finally decided this year, by the 
General Affembly, which met at Montrofe. That place was 
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1600. 
March 28, 


chofen, as moft convenient for the Minifters in the north, among His regula- 


whom the King’s influence chiefly lay. And although great num- 
bers reforted from the northern provinces, and the King employed 
his whole intereft, and the authority of his own prefence, to gain 
a majority, the following regulations were with difficulty agreed 
on. That the General Affembly fhall recommend fix perfons to 
every vacant benefice, which gave a title to a feat in Parliament, 
out of whom the King fhall nominate one; that the perfon fo elect- 
ed, after obtaining his feat in Parliament, fhall neither propofe, nor 
confent to any thing there, that may affect the intereft of the church, 
without fpecial inftructions to that purpofe; that he fhall be anfwer- 
able for his conduct to every General Affembly; and fubmit to its 
cenfure, without appezl, upon pain of infamy and excommunica- 
tion; that he fhall difcharge the duties of a Paftor, in a particular 
congregation; that he fhall not ufurp any ecclefiaftical jurifdiction, 
fuperior to that of his other brethren; that if the church infli@ on 
him the cenfure of deprivation, he fhall, thereby, forfeit his feat in 
Parliament; that he fhall annually refign his commifion to the 
General Affembly, which may be reftored to him, or not, as the 
Affembly, with the King’s approbation, fhall judge moft expedient 
for the good of the church *, Nothing could be more repugnant 
to the idea of Epifcopal government, than thefe regulations, It 
was not in confequence of rights derived from their office, but of 
powers conferred by a commiffion, that ecclefiaftical perfons were 
to be admitted to a feat in Parliament; they were the reprefenta- 
tzves, not the fuperiors of the clergy. Deftitute of all fpiritual au- 
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thority, even their civil jurif{di@tion was temporary. James, how- 
ever, flattered himfelf that they would foon be able to fhake off 
thefe fetters, and gradually acquire all the privileges which belonged 
to the Epifcopal order. The clergy dreaded the fame thing. And 
he contended for, and they oppofed the nomination of thefe com- 
miffioners, not fo much on account of the powers then vetted in 
them, as of thofe, to which it was believed they would foon at- 
tain *, 


Durinec this fummer, the kingdom enjoyed an unufual tranquil- 
lity. The clergy, after many ftruggles, were brought under great 
fubjection ; the Popifh earls were reftored to their eftates and ho- 
nours, by the authority of Parliament, and with the confent of 
the church ; the reft of the nobles were at peace among themfelves, 
and obedient to the royal authority; when, in the midft of this {e- 
curity, the King’s life was expofed to the utmoft danger, by a con- 
{piracy altogether unexpected, and almoft inexplicable. The au- 
thors of it were John Ruthven Earl of Gowry, and his brother 
Alexander, the fons of that Earl who was beheaded in the year 
1584. Nature had adorned both thefe young men, efpecially the 
elder brother, with many accomplifhments, to which education had 
added its moft elegant improvements. More learned, than is ufual 


‘among perfons of their rank; more religious, than is common at 


their age of life; generous, brave, popular; their countrymen, far 
from thinking them capable of any atrocious crime, conceived the 
moft fanguine hopes of their early virtues. Notwithftanding all 
thefe noble qualities, fome unknown motive engaged them in a con- 
{piracy, which, if we adhere to the account commonly received, 
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mutt be tfanfmitted to pofterity, as one of the moft wicked, as well Book VIII. 

as one of the worft concerted, of which hiftory makes any mention. 6Cu: 
On the fifth of Auguft, as the King, who refided during the 
hunting feafon in his palace of Falkland, was going out to his fport 
early in the morning, he was accofted by Mr. Alexander Ruthven, 
who, with an air of great importance, told the King, that the even- 
ing before he had met an unknown man, of a fufpicious afpect, 
walking alone in a by-path, near his brother’s houfe at Perth; and 
on fearching him, had found, under his cloak, a pot filled with a 
va{t quantity of foreign gold; that he had immediately feized both 
him and his treafure, and without communicating the matter to any 
perfon, had kept him confined and bound in a folitary houfe; and 
that he thought it his duty to impart fuch a fingular event, firft of 
all to his Majefty. James immediately fufpected this unknown per- 
fon to be a trafficking prieft, fupplied with foreign coin, in order to 
excite new commotionsin the kingdom ; and refolved to impower 
the Magiftrates of Perth to call the perfon before them, and inquire 
into all the circumftances of the ftory. Ruthven violently oppofed 
this refolution, and with many arguments urged the King to ride di- 
rectly to Perth, and to examine the matter with his own eyes. Mean 
while the chace began ; and James, notwithftanding his paffion for 
that amufement, could not help ruminating on the ftrangenefs of 
the tale, and on Ruthven’s importunity. At laft, he called him, 
and promifed, when the {port was over, to fet out for Perth. The 
chace, however, continued long; and Ruthven, who all the while 
kept clofe by the King, was ftill calling on him to makehafte. At 
the death of the Buck, he would not allow James to ftay till a freth 
horfe was brought him; and obferving the Duke of Lennox and 
the Earl of Mar preparing to accompany the King, he entreated 
him to countermand them. This James refufed; and though 
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Book VIII. Ruthven’s impatience and anxiety, as well as the apparent pettur- 


16¢0. 


bation in his whole behaviour, raifed fome fufpicions in his mind 3 
yet his own curiofity, and Ruthven’s folicitations, prevailed on him 
to fet out for Perth. When within a mile of the town, Ruthven 
rode forward to inform his brother of the King’s arrival, though 
he had already defpatched two meflengers for that purpofe. Ata 
little diftance from the town, the Earl, attended by feveral of the 
citizens, met the King, who had only twenty perfons in his train. 
No preparations were made for the King’s entertainment; the Earl 
appeared penfive and embarraffed, and was at no pains to attone, 
by his courtefy or hofpitality, for the bad fare with which he treated 
his guefts. When the King’s repaft was over, his attendants were 
led to dine in another room, and he being left almoft alone, Ruth- 
ven whifpered him, that now was the time to go to the chamber 
where the unknown perfon was kept. James commanded him to 
bring Sir Thomas Erfkine along with them; but, inftead of that, 
Ruthven ordered him not to follow: and conducting the King up 
a ftair-cafe, and then through feveral apartments, the doors of which 
he locked behind him, led him at laft into a finall ftudy, in which 
there ftood a man clad in armour, and with a {word and dagger 
by his fide. The King, who expected to have found one difarmed 
and bound, ftarted at the fight, and enquired if this was the pers 
fon; but Ruthven fnatching the dagger from the girdle of the 
man inarmour, and holding it to the King’s breaft, “* Remember, 
s¢ faid he, how unjuftly my father fuffered by your command ; you 
«© are now my prifoner ; fubmit to my difpofal without refiftance, or 
<¢ outcry; or this dagger fhall inftantly avenge his blood.” James 
expoftulated with Ruthven, intreated, and flattered him. The man, 
whom he found in the ftudy, ftood, all the while, trembling 
and difmayed, without courage either to aid the King, or to fe- 
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cond his aggreffor. Ruthven protefted that if the King raifed no out- pook VIII. 
cry, his life fhould be fafe; and, moved by fome unknown reafon, 
retired in order to call his brother, leaving to the man in armour the 
care of the King, whom he bound by oath, not to make any noife 
during his abfence. 


Wuite the King wasin this dangerous fituation, his attendants grow- 
ing impatient to know whither he had retired, one of Gowry’s atten- 
dants entered the room haftily, and told them that the King had 
juft rode away towards Falkland. All of them rufhed out into the 
{treet ; and the Earl, in the utmoft hurry, called for their horfes. 
But, by this time, his brother had returned to the King, and {wear- 
ing that now there was no remedy; he behoved to die; offered 
to bind his hands. Unarmed as James was, he fcorned to fubmit 
to that indignity ; and clofing with the affaffin, a fierce ftruggle 
enfued. The man in armour ftood as formerly, amazed and mo- 
tionlefs ; and the King dragging Ruthven towards a window, which 
during his abfence he had perfuaded the perfon with whom he 
was left to open, cried, witha wild and affrighted voice, “ Trea- 
“ fon! Treafon! Help! Iam murdered!” His attendants heard, 
and knew the voice ; and faw, at the window, a hand which grafped 
the King’s neck with violence. They flew with precipitation to his 
affiftance. Lennox and Mar, with the greater number, ran up the 
principal ftair-cafe, where they found all the doors fhut, which they 
battered with the utmoft fury, endeavouring to burft them open. 
But Sir John Ramfay, entering by a back-ftair, which led to the 
apartment where the King was, found the door open; and rufhing 
upon Ruthven, who was ftill ftruggling with the King, ftruck him 
twice with his dagger, and thruft him towards the ftair-cafe, where 
Sir Thomas Erfkine and Sir Hugh Herreis met, and killed him; he 
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Book VIII. crying with his laft breath, ** Alas! Iam not to blame for this 


1600. 


“ adtion.” During this fcuffle, the man, who had been concealed 
in the ftudy, efcaped unobferved. Together with Ramfay, Erfkine, 
and Herreis, one Wilfon a footman entered the room where the 


| King was, and before they had time to fhut the door, Gowrie ruthed in 


with a drawn {word in each hand, followed by feven of his attendants 
well armed, and with a loud voice threatened them all with in= 
ftant death. They immediately thruft the King into the little ftudy, 
and fhutting the door upon him, encountred the Earl. Notwith- 
ftanding the inequality of numbers, Sir John Ramfay pierced Gowrie 
thro’ the heart, and he fell down dead without uttering a word ; his 
followers having received feveral wounds, immediately fled. Three 
of the King’s defenders were likewife hurt in the conflit. A dread- 
ful noife continued ftill at the oppofite door, where many perfons 
laboured in vain to force a paflage; and the King being affured that 
they were Lennox, Mar, and his other friends, it was opened on 
the infide. They ran tothe King, whom they unexpectedly found 
fafe, with tranfports of congratulation ; and he, falling on his knees, 
with all his attendants around him, offered folemn thanks to God 
for fuch a wonderful deliverance. The danger, however, was not 
yet over. The inhabitants of the town, whofe Provoft Gowrie was, 
and by whom he was extremely beloved, hearing the fate of the two 
brothers, ran to their arms, and furrounding the houfe, threatened 
revenge, with many infolent and opprobrious fpeeches againft the 
King. James endeavoured to pacify the enraged multitude, by 
{peaking to them from the window ; he admitted their Magiftrates 
into the houfe; related to them the whole circumftances of the 
fact ; and their fury fubfiding by degrees, they difperfed. On fearch- 
ing the Earl’s pockets for papers, that might difcover his defigns and 
accomplices, nothing was found but a {mall parchment bag, full 
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of magical characters, and words of enchantment; and if we may Book VIII. 
believe the account of the confpiracy publifhed by the King, ‘‘ while 
* thefe were about him, the wound of which he died, bled not; 
“ but as foon as they were taken away, the blood gufhed out in 
great abundance.” After alk the dangerous adventures of this bufy 
day, the King returned in the evening to Falkland, having commit- 
ted the dead bodies of the two brothers to the cuftody of the Ma- 
- giftrates of Perth. 


1600, 


NoTwiTHSTANDING the minute detail which the King gave of The motives 
all the circumftances of this confpiracy againft his life, the motives 7° bail 
which induced the twa brothers to attempt an action fo deteftable, fily explained. 
the end they had in view, andthe accomplices, on whofe aid they 
depended, were altogether unknown. The words of Ruthven to 
the King gave fome grounds to think, that the defire of revenging 
their father’s death had inftigated them to this attempt. But, what- 
ever injuries their father had fuffered, it is {carce probable that they 
could impute them to the King, whofe youth and fubjection, at that 
time, to the violence of a faction, exempted him from being the object 
of refentiment, cn account of actions which were not done by hiscom- 
mand, James had even endeavoured to repair the wrongs which the 
father had fuffered, by benefits to his children ; and Gowrie himfelf, 
fenfible of his favour, acknowledged it with the warmeft expref- 
fions of gratitude. Three of the Earl’s attendants, being convicted 
of affifting him in this affault on the King’s fervants, were executed at 
Perth ; but they could give no light into the motives, which had 
prompted their mafter to an action fo repugnant to thefe acknowledg- 
ments. Diligent fearch wasmade forthe perfon concealedintheftudys 
and from him great difcoveries were expected. But Andrew Hender. 
fon the Earl’s fteward, who, upon a promife ¢ of pardon, confefled 
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Book VIIT. himfelf to be the man, was as mucha ftranger to his mafter’s defigns, 


1600. 


Sprot’s dif- 
coveries con. 
_ Cerning it, 


as the reft; and though placed in the ftudy by Gowric’s command, 
he did not even know for what end that ftation had been affigned 
him. The whole tranfaction remained as impenetrably dark as ever ; 
and the two brothers, it was concluded, had concerted their {chemé 
without either confident or accomplice, with unexampled: fecrecy, 
as well as wickednefs. | | 


An accident, no lefs ftrange than the other circumftances of the 
{tory, and which happened nine years after, difcovered that this 
opinion, however plaufible, was ill founded; and that the two 
brothers had not carried on their machinations allalone. One Sprot, 


‘a notary, having whifpered among feveral perfons that he knew 


feveral fecrets relating to Gowrie’s confpiracy, the privy council 
thought the matter worthy of their attention, and ordered him 
to be feized. His confeffion was partly voluntary, and partly 
forced from him by torture. According to his account, Logan of 
Reftalrig, a gentleman of an opulent fortune, but of ‘diffolute 
morals, was privy to all Gowrie’s intentions, and an accomplice 
in his crimes. Mr. Ruthven, he faid, had frequent interviews 
with him, in order to concert the plan of their operations; the 
Earl had correfponded with him to the fame purpofe; and one 
Bour, Logan’s confident, was trufted with the fecret, and carried 
the letters between them. Both Logan and Bour were now dead, _ 
But Sprot affirmed that he had read letters written both by Gowrie 
and Logan, on that occafion ; and in confirmation of his teftimony, 
feveral of Logan’s letters, which a curiofity fatal to himfelf had 
prompted Sprot to fteal from among Bout’s papers, were produced *- 

Thefe 


* Logan’s letters were five in number. One to Bour, another to Gowrie, and three 
ef them without any dircétion ; nor did Sprot declare the name of the perfon to 
whom 
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Thefe were compared, by the privy council, with papers of Lo- Book VIII. 

gan’s hand writing, and the refemblance was vifible. Perfons of “777 
. ; 1609. 

undoubted credit, and well qualified to judge of the matter, exa- 

mined them, and fwore to their authenticity. Death itfelf did not 

exempt Logan irom profecution, his bones were dug up, and tried 

for High Treafon, and by a fentence, equally odious and illegal *, 


his 


whom they were written. Logan gives him the appellation of Right Honourable. 
It appears from this, however, and from other words in the letter, Crom.g5. that 
there were feveral perfons privy to the confpiracy. The date of the firft letter is 
July 18th. Mr. Ruthven had communicated the matter to Logan only five days be- 
fore. Ibid. It appears from the original /ummons of Forfaulture againft Logan’s 
heirs, that Bour, though he. had letters addreffed to him with regard to a confpi- 
racy equally dangerous and important, was fo illiterate that he could not read. 
«¢ Jacobus Bour, literarum prorfus ignarus, dicti Georgii opera in legendis omnibus 
*¢ f{criptis ad eum miffis, vel pertinentibus, utebatur.” This is altogether ftrange ; 
and nothing but the capricious character of Logan can account for his chufing fuch 
a confident. 


* By the Roman law, perfons guilty of the crime of High Treafon might be tried 
even after death. ‘This practice was adopted by the Scots, without any limitation, 
Parl. 1540. c. 69. Butthe unlimited exercife of this power was foon conceived to 
be dangerous; and the Crown was laid under proper reftriftions, by anaét A. D, 
1542, which has never been printed. The words of itare, ‘* And becaufe the faid 
Lords (i. e. the Lords of articles) think the faid-act (viz.in 1540) too general, and 
prejudicial to the Barons in the realm, therefore ftatutes and ordains that the faid 
act fhall have no place in time coming, but againft the heirs of them that notori- 
oufly commits or fhall commit lefe majefty againft the King’s perfon, againtt the 
realm for everting the fame, and againft them that fhall happen to betray the King’s 
army allenarly, and being notourly known in their time; and the heirs of thefe 
perfons to be called and judged within five years after the deceafe of the faid per- 
fons committers of the faid crimes; and the faid time being bypait, the faid heirs 
never to be purfued for the fame.” The fentence acainft Logan violated this ftatute 
in two particulars. He was not notourly known during his life to be an accom- 
plice in the crime for which he was tried ; and his heirs were called in queftion more 
than five years after his death. It is remarkable that this ftatute feems not to have 


been 
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Book VIII his lands were forfeited, and his pofterity declared infamous. Sprat 


1600. 


was condemned to be hanged for mifprifion of treafon. He ad- 
hered to his confeffion to the laft, and having promifed, on the 
{caffold, to give the {pectators a fign in confirmation of the truth of 
what he had depofed, he thrice clapped his hands, after he was 
thrown off the ladder by the executioner *. 


Bur though it be thus unexpectedly difcovered that Gowrie did 
not act without affociates, little additional light is thrown, by this dif- 
covery, on the motives and intention of his conduct. It appears 
almoft incredible that two young men of fuch diftinguifhed virtue, 
fhould revolt, all at once, from their duty, and attempt a crime fa 
atrocious, as the murder of their Sovereign. It appears {till more 
improbable, that they fhould have concerted their undertaking with 

{q 


been attended to in the parliament which forfeited Logan. Another fingular cira 
cumftance deferves notice. As it is a maxim of juftice that no perfon can be tried 
in abfence; and as lawyers are always tenacious of their forms, and often abfurd 
in their devices for preferving them, they contrived that in any procefs againft a 
dead perfon, his corpfe or bones fhall be prefented at the bar. Examples of this 
occur frequently in the Scotch hiftory. After the battle of Corrichie, the dead 
body of the Earl of Huntly was prefented in parliament, before fentence of for- 
faulture was pronounced againft him. For the fame reafon the bodies of Gowrie 
and his brother were preferved, in order that they might be produced in parlia- 
ment. Logan’s bones, in compliance with the fame rule, were dug up. Mackenz. 
Crim. Law. Book. 1. Tit. 6. §. 22. 


* It appears that Archbifhop Spotfwood was prefent at the execution of Sprot. 
Crom.115; and yet he feems to have given no credit to his difcoveries. The man- 
ner in which he fpeaks of him is remarkakble, ** Whether or not I fhould mentidn 
‘‘ the arraignment and execution of George Sprot, who fuffered at Edinburgh, 
«Tam doubtful. His confeffion, though voluntary and conftant, carrying {mall 
<¢ probability. This man depofed, &c. It feemed to be a very fiction, anda 
“ mere invention of the man’s own brain, for neither did he thew the letter, nor 


© could 
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fo little forefight and prudence. If they intended that the deed Book VIII, 
fhould have remained concealed, they could not have chofen a more 
improper fcene for executing it than their own houfe. If they 
intended that Henderfon fhould have ftruck the blow, they could 
not have pitched on a man more deftitute of the courage, that muft 
~ dire&t the hand of an affaffin; nor could they expect that he, un- 
folicited, and unacquainted with their purpofe, would venture on 
fuch a defperate action. If Ruthven meant to ftab the King 
with his own hand, why did he withdraw the dagger after it was 
pointed at his breaft? How could he leave the King, after fuch a 
plain declaration of his intention? Was it not prepofterous to coms 
mit him to the keeping of fuch a timid and falfe affociate, as Hen- 
derfon? For what purpofe did he wafte time, in binding the hands 
of an unarmed man, whom he might eafily have difpatched with 


160c0. 


‘* could any wife man think that Gowrie, who went about the treafon fo fecretly, 
“© would have communicated the matter to fuch a man as Logan was known to be.” 
p. 508. Spotfwood could not be ignorant of the folemnity with which Logan had 
been tried, and of the proof brought of the authenticity of his letters. He him- 
felf was probably prefent in parliament at the trial. The Earl of Dunbar, of whom 
he always fpeaks with the higheft refpeét, was the perfon who direéted the procefs 
apainft Logan. Such a peremptory declaration again{ft the truth of Sprot’s evi- 
dence, notwithftanding all thefe circumftances, is furprizing. Sir Thomas Hamil- 
ton, the King’s advocate at that time, and afterwards Earl of Hadington, repres 
fents the proof produced at Logan’s trial as extremely convincing; and in an ori- 
ginal letter of his to the King a1ft of June 1609. (in Bibl. Facult. Jurid.) after 
mentioning the manner in which the trial had been conducted, he thus goes on, 
ss When the probation of the fummons was referred to the Lordsof Article’s votes» 
they found uniformly, all in one voice, the faid fummons to be {fo clearly proved; 
that they feemed to contend who fhould be able moft zealoufly to exprefs the fatis- 
faétion of his heart, not only by the moft pithy words, but by tears of joy; diverfe 
of the beft rank confeffing, that that whereof they doubted at their entry into the 
houfe was now fo manifeft, that they behoved to efteem them traitors, who fhould 
any longer refufe to declare their affured rcfolution of the truth of that treafon.” 


his 
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Book VIII. his word? Had providence permitted them to embrue their 


1600. 


hands in the blood of their Sovereign, what advantage could have 
accrued to them by his death? and what claims or pretenfions 
could they have oppofed to the rights of his children * ?’ Inevitable 
and inftant vengeance, together with perpetual infamy, were the 
only confequences they could expect to follow fuch a crime. 


On the other hand, it is impoffible to believe that the King had 
formed any defign againft the life of the two brothers. They had 
not incurred his indignation, by any crime; and were, in no de- 
gree, the objects of his jealoufy or hatred +; nor was he of a {pirit 


fo 


* It has been afferted, that, in confequence of the King’s death, the Earl of Gow- 
rie might have pretended to the Crown of England, as the fon of Dorothea Stew- 
art daughter of Lord Methven by Margaret of England, who after her divorce 
from the Earl of Angus, took that nobleman for her third hufband. Burnet Hift. 
of his own times. But this affertion is ill founded. It appears, from undoubted evi- 
dence that Lord Mcthven had only one child by Queen Margaret, which died in its 
infancy, and Dorothea Lady Ruthven was not the daughter of Queen Margaret, 
but of Janct Stewart Lord Methven's fecond wife, a daughter of John Earl of 
Athol. Crawf. Peer. 329. And though Gowrie had really been defcended from the 
blood royal of England, the King had at that time a fon and a daughter ; and befides 


them, Lady Arabella Stewart daughter of Charles Earl of Lennox had a preferable 
title to the Crown of England. 


+ Sir Henry Nevile, ina letter to Sir Ralph Winwood, imputes the death of the 
two brothers to a caufe not mentioned by any of our Hiftorians. § Out of Scot- 
land we hear that there is no good agreement, but rather an open diffidence be- 
twixt the King and his wife, and many are of opinion that the difcovery of fome 
aff.ction between her and the Earl of Gowrie’s brother (who was killed with him) 
was the trueft caufe and motive of that tragedy.” Winw. Mem. vol. 1.274. Whe- 
ther the following paffages in Nicolfon’s letters be any confirmation of that fufpi- 
cion, is f{ubmitted to the reader. In his letter Sept. 22, 16..2, he mentions the re- 
turn of Gowrie’s two younger brothers into Scotland, and adds, ‘“* The coming in 


of 


a 
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fo fanguinary, or fo noted for rath and defperate valour, as to have Book VIII. 
attempted to murder them in their own houfe, where they were 
furrounded with many domeftics, he only with a flender and un- 
armed train; where they could call to their affiftance the inhabi- 
tants of a city, at the devotion of their family, while he was at a 
diftance from all aid ; and leaft of all would he have chofen for his 
affociates, in fuch an enterprize, the Earl of Mar, and the Duke 
of Lennox, the former connected in clofe friendfhip with the houfe 
of Gowrie, and the latter married to one of the Earl’s fitters. 


1000. 


WuicusoEvER of thefe oppofite fyftems we embrace; whether. | 
A conjecture 


we impute the intenticn of murder to Gowrie, or to the King ; concerning 


. : ; : ° . the intention 
infuperable difficulties arife, and we are involved in darknefs, myf{- ae 


tery, and contradictions. Perhaps the fource of the whole con- fpirators, 
{piracy ought to be fearched for deeper, and by deriving it from 
a more remote caufe, we may difcover it to be lefs criminal. 


To keep the King of Scots in continual dependance, was one 
great object of Elizabeth’s policy. In order to this, fhe fometimes 
foothed him ; and fometimes bribed his Minifters and favourites ; 
and when fhe failed of attaining her end by thefe means, fhe en- 


of thefe two, and the Queen of Scots dealing with them, and fending away and 
furnifhing Mrs. Beatrix [their fifter] with fuch information as Sir Thomas Erfkine 
has given, hath bred great fufpicion in the King of Scots, that they come not in 
but upon fome dangerous plot.” In another letter January 1, 1603. ‘* The day 
of writing my laft Mrs. Beatrix Ruthven was brought by the Lady Paifly, and Mrs. 
of Angus, as one of their gentlewomen into the court in the evening, and ftowed 
ina chamber prepared for her by the Queen’s direction, where the Queen had 
much time and conference with her. Of this the King got notice, and fhewed his 
diflike thereof to the Queen, gently reproving her for it, and examining quietly of 
the Queen’s fervants of the fame, and of other matters thereunto belonging with 
fuch difcretion and fecrecy as requires fuch a matter, 
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Book VIIT. encourazed the Clergy to render any adminiftration the diftrufted 


See 
1600. 


ik ata by decrying it, or ftirred up fome faction of the nobles 
to oppofe, and to overturn it. They, unacquainted with the arts. 
of undermining a Miniftry by intrigues, had recourfe to the ruder 
practice of rendering themfelves mafters of the King’s perfon, that 
they might thereby obtain the directions of his Sncie Thofe 
nobles, ‘who feized the King at the Raid of Ruthven, were infti- 
gated, and fupported by han Bothwell, in all his wild attempts, 
enjoyed her protection, and found aretreat in her dominions. The 
connetions, which James had been forming of late with the Ro- 
man Catholic Princes, his fecret negociations in England with her 
fubjeéts, and the maxims by which he governed his own king- 
dom, all contributed to excite her jealoufy. She dreaded fome 
great Revolution in Scotland to be approaching, and it was her intereft: 


to prevent it. The Earl of Gowrie was one of the moft powerful 


of the Scotch nobles, and defcended from anceftors warmly at- 
tached to the Englifh intereft. He had adopted the fame fyftem, 
and believed the welfare of his country to be infeparably conneét- 
ed with the fubfiftence of the alliance between the two kingdoms. 
During his retidence at Paris, he had contracted an intimate friendfhip 
with Sir Henry Nevill, the Queen’s ambaffador there, and was. re- 
commended by him to his Court, asa perfon of whom great ufe 
might be made*. Elizabeth received him, as he paffed through 


England, with diftinguifhed marks of refpect and favour. From 


all thefe circumftances, a fufpicion may arife, that the plan of the 


-‘confpiracy again{t the King was formed at that time, in concert 


with her. Such a fufpicion prevailed in that age, and from the 


letters of Nicholfon, Elizabeth’s agent in Scotland, it appears 


not to be deftitute of foundation. An Enelifh fhip was obferved 
hovering, for fome time, in the mouth of the firth of Forth. 


* Winw. 1.159. 
The 
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The Earl’s two younger brothers’ fled into England, after the Book VIII. 
ill fuccefs of the confpiracy, and were protected by Elizabeth. And 
James himfelf, though he prudently concealed it, took great 
umbrage at her behaviour. None, however, of Elizabeth’s in- 
trigues in Scotland tended to hurt the King’s perfon, but only to 
circum({cribe his authority, and to thwart his {chemes. His life was 
the fureft fafe-guard of her own, and reftrained the Popith pre- 
tenders to her Crown, and their abettors, from defperate attempts, 
to which their impatience and bigotry might, otherwife, have urged 
them on. ‘To have encouraged Gowrie to murder his Sovereign, © 
would, on her part, have been an act of the utmoft imprudence. 
Nor does this feem to have been the intention of the two brothers. 
Mr. Ruthyen, firft of all, endeayoured to decoy the King to Perth, 
without any attendants. ‘When thefe proved more numerous than 
was expected, the Earl employed a ftratagem in order to feparate 
them from the King, by pretending that he had rode away towards © 
Falkland, and by calling haftily for their horfes, that they might 
follow him. By thutting James up, mean while, ina diftant corner 
of the houfe, and by attempting to bind his hands, their defign 
{eems to have been rather to feize, than to affaffinate him. And 
though Gowrie had nat collected his followers, fo as to have been 
able to detain him longa prifoner, in that part of the kingdom, 
by open force, he might foon have been conveyed aboard the. 
Englith fhip, which waited perhaps to receive him, and he mighe 
have been landed at Faft-Caftle, a houfe of Logan’s, in which, 
according to many obfcure hints in his letters, fome rendevouz 
of the confpirators was to be held. Amidft the furprize and ter- 
ror, into which the-King muft have been thrown by the violence 
offered to him, it was extremely natural for him to conclude that 
his life was fought. It was the intereft of all his followers to con- 
firm bim in this belief, and to magnify his danger, in order to add 
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to the importance, and merit of their own fervices. And thus, 
his fear, and their vanity, aided by the credulity and wonder, which 
the contemplation of any great and tragical event, when not fully 


underftood, is apt to infpire, augmented the whole tranfaction. On 


Many difbe- 
lieve the ac- 
count publifh- 
ed by the 
hing. 


the other hand, the extravagance and improbability of the circum- 
{tances, which were added, detracted from the credit of thofe, 
which really happened ; and even furnifhed pretences for calling 


in queftion the truth of the whole con{piracy. 


Tue account of what had happened at Perth reached Edinburgh, 


next morning. The privy council commanded the Minifters of that 


-city inftantly to affemble their people, and, after relating to them 


the circumftances of the confpiracy formed againft the King’s 
life, to return publick thanks to God, for the proteCtion, which 


‘he had fo vifibly afforded him.: But as the firft accounts tranfmit- 


ted to Edinburgh, written in hurry, and while the circumftances 


- ‘of the confpiracy were but imperfectly known, and the paffions 


which it excited ftrongly felt, were indiftin®, exaggerated, and 
contraditory, the Minifters laid hold of this, and though they 
offered to give public thanks to God for the King’s fafety, they re- 
fufed to enter into any detail of particulars, or to utter from 
the chair of truth, what appeared to be ftill dubious and un- 
certain. 


A Frew days after, the King returned to Edmburgh ; and though 
Galloway, the Minifter of his own Chapel, made an harrangue to the 
people at the public crofs, in which he recited all the circumftances 
of the confpiracy ; though James himéelf, in their hearing, confirmed 
his account; though he commanded a narrative of the whole 


‘tranfaction to be publithed; the Minifters of that city, as well as 


many of their brethren, ftill continued incredulous, and unconvinced. 
Their 
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Their high efteem of Gowrie, their jealoufy of every part of the Book VIII. 
King’s condudt, added to fome falfe and many improbable circum- 
ftances in the narrative, not only led them to fufpe& the whole, 
but gave their fufpicions an air of credibility. But at length, the 
King, partly by arguments, partly by threats, prevailed on all of 
them, except Mr. Robert Bruce, to own that they were convinced 
of the truth of the confpiracy. He could be brought no further 
than to declare, that he reverenced the King’s account of the tranf- 
action, but could not fay that he himfelf was perfuaded of the truth 
of it. The fcruples or obftinacy of a fingle man would have been 
little regarded, but as the fame fpirit of incredulity began to fpread 
among the people, the example. of one, in fo high reputation for 
integrity and abilities, was extremely dangerous. The King was 
at the utmoft pains to convince and to gain Bruce, but finding it 
impoffible to remove his doubts, hedeprived him of his benefice, 
and after repeated delays, and many attempts towards a reconcile- 
ment, banifhed him sania saunas *, 


3600. 


Tue proceedings of parliament were not retarded 7 any shea Proceedings 
of this fort. ‘The dead bodies of the two brothers were produced fae 
there, according to law ; an indictment for High Treafon was pre-°omPirators. 
ferred againft them; witnefles were examined; and, by an unani- 
mous fentence, ee eftates and honours were forfeited; the 
— .punithment due to Traitors was inflicted on their dead bodies; and, 

-asif the punifhment hitherto in ufe did not exprefs fufficient detefta- 
tion of their crimes, the parliament enacted that the furname of 
Ruthven fhould be abolifhed ; and in order to preferve the memory 
of the king’s miraculous efcape, and to declare the fenfe which 
the nation had of the divine goodnefs, to all future ages, appointed 


* Spotf. 461, &c. Cald. 5. 389, &c. 
the 
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Book Vil. the fifth of Auguft to be obferved, annually, as a day of public 


v4 thankfeiving *. | 
o oO : 
1091, THOUGH 


* A fow wecks after the death of the two brothers, the King publifhed a di/- 
ecurfe of their vile and unnatural confpiracy againft bis life. In the year 1713, George 
Earl of Cromerty publifhed an ‘ Hiftorical account of the confpiracy by the Earl 
‘6; of Gowrie and Robert Logan of Reftalrig againft King James VI.” He feems _ 
not to have feen the account which the King himfelf had given of that matter, 
and borrows the whole hiftorical part from Spotfwood, and other authors ; but he 
has extra¢ted from the public records the depofitions of the witnefles produced by 
the King’s Council, in order to make good their charge againft the two brothers 
‘and Logan their affociate. From thefe two treatifes, our knowledge of all the ma- 
terial circumftances of the confpiracy is derived. “The evidence which they con- 
tain, one would expeét to be authentic and decifive. An account of a fact, ftill 
recent, publifhed by royal authority, and the original depofitions of perfons exa- 
mined in prefence of the higheft court in the nation, ought to convey a degree of 
evidence feldom attained in hiftorical relations, and to exclude all remaining doube 
and uncertainty. But as every thing with regard to this tranfaction is dark and 
problematical, the King’s account and the depofitions of the witneffes not only vary, 
but contradict each other in fo many circumftances, that much room is ftill left for he- 

; fitation, and hiftorical fcepticifm. The teftimony of Henderfon is the fulleft and 
moft important, but in feveral particulars the King’s account and his are contra- 
dictory. I. According to the King’s account, while Mr, Ruthven was holding the 
dagger at his breaft, ‘* the fellow in the ftudy ftood quaking and trembling.” Difc. 

17. But Henderfon fays that he himfelf wrefted the dagger out of Mr. Ruthven’s 
hand. Difc. 53. Crom. 50. WHenderfon Jikewife boafted to his wife that he had 

that day twice faved the King from being ftabbed. Difc.54. Crom. 53. Il. The 
King afferts that Henderfon opened the window during Mr. Ruthven’s abfence. 
Difc. 23. Henderfon depofes that he was only attempting to open it when Mr. 
Ruthven returned, and that during the ftruggle between the King and him, he 
opened it. Difc. 53, 54.Crom. §1, 52. III. If we may believe the King, the 
fellow in the ftudy ftood, during the ftruggle, behind the King’s back inactive and 
trembling all the time. Difc.27, But Henderfon affirms that he fnatched away 

the garter with which Mr. Ruthven attempted to bind the King; that he pulled 

back Ruthven’s hand while he was endeavouring to ftop the King’s mouth, and 

that he opened the window. Difc. 54. Crom. 52. IV. By the King’s account, 
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Tuoucu Gowrie’s confpiracy occafioned a fudden anda great Book VIII. 


alarm, it was followed by no confequences of importance ; and Eq 
having Effex’s con- 
| {piracy again 
| i Oe com : . Klizabeth. 
Mr. Ruthven left him in the fludy, and went away in order to meet with his bro- 
‘ther, and that the Earl came up the ftairs for the fame purpofe. Difc. 23. Hender- 
fon depofes that when Mr. Ruthven left the King, “* he believes that he did not pafs” 
from the door.” Crom. 51. It is apparent both from the fituation of the houfe, 
and from other circumftances, that there could not poffibly have been any interview 
between the brothers at this time. Difc. 23. 


4 


Henderfon was twice examined, firft at Falkland before the privy council in Au- 
guft, and next at Edinburgh before the Parliament in November. Not to mention 
fome leffer variations between thefe depofitions, we fhall point out two which are 
remarkable. In his firft depofition Mr. Henderfon relates the moft material circum- 
{tance of the whole in thefe words. ‘ Mr. Ruthven pulled out the deponent’s 
’s¢ dagger and held the fame to his Majefty’s breaft, faying remember you of my father’s 
“© murder; you foall now die for it, and minting to his Highneffe’s heart with the dag- 
‘* ger, the deponent threw the fame out of Mr. Ruthven’s hands, and {wore that 
as God fhall judge his foul, that if Mr. Ruthven had retained the dagger in his 
“ hand, the fpace a man may go fix fteps, he would have ftricken the King to the 
6 hilts with it.” Difc. 52. But at his fecond examination he varied from this in two 
-material circumftances. Firft the words which he at that time put in Mr. Ruthven’s 
mouth while he held the dagger at the King’s breaft are “ Sir you mu/? be my pri- 
“ foner ; remember on my father’s death.” Secondly when he threatned him with death, 
it was only to deter him from making any noife. ‘* Held your tongue or by Chrift ysu 
“ frall die.” 2. In his firft depofition, the words of Mr. Ruthven when he returned 
_to the chamber where he had left the King, are ‘‘ There 1s no remedy, by God you mu/? 

«¢ die”, But in his fecond depofition, *¢ By God there is no remedy, and offered to 
“ bind his Majefty’s hands.” Crom. 51, The material words you mu/? die are omitted. 
~The firft depofition feems plainly to intimate that it was Ruthven’s intention to 


murder the King. The fecond would lead us to conclude that he had no other de- 
fign than to detain him as a prifoner. 


There are likewife fome remarkable contradictions in the teftimonies of the other 
witneffes. 1. In the difcourfe publifhed by authority it is infinuated that the tue 
mult of the inhabitants was raifed againft the King, and that it required fome art 


to 
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es aed 
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fociates, or with fuch as were unknown, and chofe to remain fo, - 
the danger was over, as foon as difcovered. But not long after, a 
confpiracy broke out in England againft Elizabeth, which, though 
the firt danger was inftantly difpelled, produced tragical effects, 
that rendered the clofe of that Queen’s reign difmal and unhappy, 
As James was deeply interefted in that event, it merits our particular 
notice. 


Tue court of England was, at this time, divided between two 
powerful factions, which contended for the fupreme direction of 
affairs. The leader of the one was Robert D’evreux, Earl of 
Effex; Sir Robert Cecil, the fon of Lord Treafurer Burleigh, was 
at the head of the other. The former was the moft accomplithed, 
and the moft popular of all the Englifh nobles; brave, generous, 
affable; though impetuous, yet willing to liften to the councils 
of thofe whom he loved; an avowed, but not an implacable 
enemy; a friend no lefs conftant, than warm; incapable of dif- 
guifing his own fentiments, or of mifreprefenting thofe of others ; 
better fitted for the camp, than for the court; and of a genius that 
qualified him for the firft place in the adminiftration, with a {pirit 


to pacify them. Difc. 32. The Duke of Lennox confirms this in his depofition. 
Crom. 44. An act of privy council fummoning the Magiftrates of Perth to anfwer 
for that riot is ftill extant. And yet Andrew Roy, one of the Baillies of the town, 
depofes that he himfelf raifed the people, and that they took arms in order to 
affift the King. Crom. 66, 2. Henderfon depofes that he gave an evafive anfwer 
to Mr. John Moncrief, who enquired where he had been that morning, becaufe the 
Farl had commanded him not to let any man know that he had been at Falkland. 
Difc. 54. Moncrief depofes to the fame purpofe. Crom. 64. And yet George 
Hay, afterwards Lord Kinnoul, and Chancellor of Scotland, and Peter Hay, de- 
pofe that the Earl, in their prefence, afkcd Henderfon, “ Whom he found with the 
King at Falkland?” Crom. 70, 71. Which queftion feems to prove that he did not 
aim at keeping that journey a fecret, | 


which 
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which fcorned the fecond, as below his merit. He was foon dif- Book VIII. 
tinguifhed by the Queen, who, witha profufion uncommon to her, 
conferred on him, even in his earlieft youth, the higheft honours, 
and moft important offices. Nor did this diminifh the efteem and 
affection of his countrymen; but, bya rare felicity, he was at one 
the favourite of his Sovereign, and the darling of the people. Ce- 
cil, onthe other hand, educated in a Court, and trained under a 
father, deeply fkilled in all its arts, was crafty, infinuating, induf- 
trious; and though poficfled of talents, which fitted him for the 
higheft cffices, he did not rely upon his merit alone for ate 
taining them, but availed himfelf of every advantage, which his 
own addrefs, or the miftakes of others, afforded him. Two fuch 
men were formed to be rivals, and enemies. Effex defpifed the 
arts of Cecil, as low and bafe. To Cecil, the Earl’s magnanimity 
appeared to be prefumption and folly. All the military men, except 
Raleigh, favoured Effex. Moft of the courtiers adhered to Cecil, 
whofe manners more nearly refembled their own, 


1601. 


As Elizabeth advanced in years, the ftruggle between thefe ys, or 
factions became more violent. Effex, in order to ftrengthen him- pondence 
felf, had early courted the friendfhip of the King of Scots, for Scotch King; 
whofe right of fucceffion he was a zealous advocate, and held a 
clofe correfpondence both with him, and with his principal Minif- 
ters. Cecil, devoted to the Queen alone, rofe daily to new ho- 
nours, by the affiduity of his fervices, and the patience, with 
which he expected the reward of them. While the Earl’s high 
fpirit and impetuofity fometimes expofed him to checks from a 
Miftrefs, who, though partial in her affection towards him, could 
not eafily bear contradiction, and conferred favours often unwilling- 

Jy, and always flowly. His own folicitations, however, feconded 
malicioufly by his enemies, who wifhed to remove him at a dif . 
Vou. II, Hh - tance 
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Book VIII. tance from court, advanced him to the command of the army em- 
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James’s cauti- 
vus conduct. 


ployed in Ireland, againft Tyronne, and to the office of Lord 
Lieutenant of that kingdom, with a commiffion almoft unlimited. 
His fuccefs, in that expedition, did not equal either his own pro- 
mgfes, or the expectations of Elizabeth. The Queen, peevith from 
her difappointment, and exafperated againit Effex by the artifices of 
his enemies, wrote him a harfh letter, full of accufations and ree 
proaches. Thefe, his impatient fpirit could not bear, and, in the 
firft tranfports of his refentment, he propofed to carry over a part 
of his army into England, and by driving his enemies from the 
Queen’s prefence, to reinftate himfelf in favour, and in power. But, 
upon more mature thoughts, he abandoned this rath defign, and: 
fetting fail with a few officers, devoted to his perfon, landed in 
England, and pofted dire@tly to court. Elizabeth received him,, 
without .any fymptom either of affection or of difpleafure. By 
proper compliances and acknowledgments, he might have regained. 
his former afcendant over the Queen. But he thought himfelf too. 
deeply injured to fubmit to thefe. Elizabeth, on the other hand, 
determined to fubdue his haughty temper; and though her feverity 
drew from him the moft humble letters, fhe confined him to the 
Lord keeper's houfe, and appointed commiffioners to try him, both 
for his conduét during his government of Ireland, and for leaving 
that kingdom without her permiffion. By their fentence, he was fuf- 
pended from all his offices, except that of Mafter of the horfe, and con- 
tinueda prifoner during the Queen's pleafure, Satisfied with having mor- 
tified his pride thus far, Elizabeth did not fuffer the fentence to be re- 
corded, and foon after allowed him to retire to his own houfe. Dur- 
ing thefe tranfactions, which occupied feveral months, Effex fu@uated: 
between the allegiance he owed to his Sovereign, and. the defire: 
of revenge ; and fometimes leaned to the one, and fometimes to the. 
other, In one of the intervals when the latter prevailed, he fent 


& 
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a meficnger into Scotland to encourage the King to affert his own Book VIII 
right to the fucceffion by force of arms, and to promife that, be- 
fides the affiftance of the Earl and all his friends in England, Lord 
Mountjoy, now Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, would join him with 
5000 men, from that kingdom. But James did not chufe to hazard 
the lofing a kingdom, which was juft ready to fall into his hands, | 
by a premature attempt to feize it. Mountjoy, too, declined the 
enterprize, and Effex adopted more dutiful fchemes ; all thoughts 
of ambition appearing to be totally effaced out of his mind. 


1601, 


Tus moderation, which was merely the effect of difguft and y,. wig 
difappointment, was not of long continuance. And the Queen, ee 
° ‘ iilex. 
having not only refufed to renew a lucrative grant, which fhe had 
formerly beftowed, but to admit him into her prefence, that new 
injury drove a temper, naturally impatient, and now much fretted, 
to abfolute defpair. His friends, inftead of foothing his rage, or 
. Yeftraining his impetuofity, added to both, by their imprudent and 
interefted zeal. “After many anxious confultations, he determined 
to attempt to redrefs his wrongs by violence. And confcious how 
unpopular fuch an enterprize would be, if it appeared to proceed 
from motives of private revenge alone, he endeavoured to give it the 
femblance of public utility, by mingling the King of Scotland’s intereft 
with his own. He wrote to James, that the faction, which now 
predominated in the Englifh court, had refolved to fupport the pre- 
tenfions of the Infanta of Spain to the crown, that the places of 
the greateft importance in the kingdom were put into the hands of 
his avowed enemies; and that unlefs he fent ambafladors, without 
delay, to infift on the immediate declaration of his right of fucceffion, 
their meafures were fo well concerted, that all his hopes would be 
defperate. James, who knew how difagreeable fuch a propofal . 
would be to the Queen of England, was not willing rafhly to ex- 
Hh 2 pole 
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pofe himfelf to her difpleafure. But Effex, blinded by refentment, 
and impatient for revenge, abandoned himf{clf to thefe paffions, and 
acted like a man guided by frenzy or defpair. With two or three 
hundred followers, incompleatly armed, he attempted to affiuit 2 
throne, the beft eftablifhed in Europe. Sallying, at their head, 
out of his own houfe, he called on the citizens of London, if 
they either valued his life, or wifhed to preferve the kingdom from 
the dominion of the Spaniards, to take arms, and to follow his 
ftandard. He advanced towards the palace, with an intention to 
drive Cecil and his faétion out of the Queen’s prefence, and to ob- 
tain a declaration of the Scotch King’s right of fucceffion *. But, 
though almoft adored by the citizens, not a man would join him 
in this wild enterprize, Difpirited by their indifference, deferted 
by fome of his own attendants, and almoft furrounded by the 
troops, which marched under different leaders into the city, he re- 
treated to his own houfe; and without any bold effort, fuitable to 
his prefent condition, or worthy of his former Eevee for cou- 
rave, he furrendered to his enemies. 


As foon as James heard of Effex’s ill fuccefs, he appointed the 
Earl of Mar, and the Abbot of Kinlofs, to repair as his ambaffa- 
dors to the court of England, The former of thefe was the per- 
fon, by whofe means Effex had carried on his correfpondence with 
the King. He was a paffionate admirer of the Earl’s character, and 
difpofed to attempt every thing that could contribute to his fafety. 
Bruce, united in a clofe friendfhip with Mar, was ready to fecond | 
him with equal zeal. Nor was the purpofe of the ambaffy lefs 
friendly to Effex, than the choice of the ambafladors ; they were 
commanded to follicit, in the warmeft manner, for the Earl’s life, 


* Birch. Mem, 2. 477. 
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and if they found that the King, by avowing his friends, could Book VIII. 
either promote their dcfigns, or contribute to their fafety, they were 


iCol. 
Impowered to lay afide all difguife, and to promife that he would put 
himfeif at their head, and claim what was due to him, by force of 
arms *, But before the ambaffadors could reach London, Effex Gidet 


had fuffered the punifhment he merited by his treafon. Perhaps the 
fear of their interpofing, in order to obtain his pardon, haftened 
his death. Elizabeth continued, for fome time, irrefolute concern- 
ing his fate, and could not bring herfelf to confign into the hands 
of the executioner, a man, who had once pofiefled her favour fo 
intirely, without a painful ftruggle between her refentment againft 
his late mifcondu€t, and her ancient affection towards him. The 
diftrefs to which he was now reduced tended naturally to foften the 
former, while it revived the latter with new tendernefs ; and the in- 
_terceffion of one faithful friend might perhaps have faved his life, and 
have procured himaremiffion,which, of herfelf, the Queen was afham- 
ed to grant. But this generous nobleman had at that time no fuch 
friend. And Elizabeth, follicited inceffantly by her Minifters, and 
offended with the haughtinefs of Effex, who, as fhe imagined, 
{corned to fue for pardon, at laft commanded the fentence to be put 
in execution. No fooner was the blow ftruck, than fhe re- 
pented of her own rafhnefs, and bewailed his death with the deep- 
eft forrow. James always confidered him as one, who had 
fallen a martyr to his fervice, and after his acceflion to the En- 
glifh throne, reftored his fon to his honours, as well as all his affo- 
ciates in the confpiracy, and diftinguifhed them with his 


favour -. . 
* Johnit. 289. Lirch Mem. 2. 510. + Camd. Spotl, 464, 
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Book VIII. Tur Scotch ambaffadors, finding that they had arrived too late 
iGor, to execute the chief bufinefs committed to their charge, not only | 
‘James con- concealed that part of their inftructions, with the utmoft care; 
need “but congratulated the Queen, in their Mafter’s name, on her 
England. happy efcape from fuch an audacious confpiracy. Elizabeth, 
‘though no ftranger to the King’s correfpondence with Effex, or to 

‘that nobleman’s intention of aflerting James’s right to the Crowns 

was not willing that thefe fhould be known to the people, and, for 

‘that reafon, received the congratulations of the Scotch ambafladors 

with all poftible marks of credit, and good will; and ‘in order to 

footh James, and to preferve the appearances of union between the 

two courts, increafed the fubfidy which fhe paid him annually, 

“The ambafladors refided for fome time in England, and were em- 

ployed, with great fuccefs, in renewing and extending the intrigues, 

which Bruce had formerly entered into with the Englifh nobles. 

As Elizabeth advanced in years, the Englifh turned their eyes 

‘more and more towards Scotland, and were eager to prevent each 

other in courting the favour of their future Monarch, Affurances 

‘of attachment, profeffions of regard, and promifes of fupport, 

were offered to James from every corner of the kingdom. — Cecil 

himfelf, perceiving what hopes Effex had founded on the friendfhip 

of the Scotch King, and what advantages he might have derived 

from it, thought it prudent to ftand no longer at a diftance from a 

Prince, who might fo foon become his Mafter. But being fenfible, 

at the fame time, how dangerous fuch an intercourfe might pfove, 

under a Miftrefs naturally jealous, and whofe jealoufy grew ftronger 

with old age; though ne entered into a correfpondence with him, 

he carried it on with all the fecrecy and caution neceffary in his 

ituation, and peculiar to. his character. And James, having gained 

tthe man whofe oppofition and imfluence he had hitherto chiefly 

| dreaded, 
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dreaded, waited, in perfect fecurity, till that event fhould happen, Book VHI.. 
which would open his way to the throne of England. It was, 
with fome difficulty, that he reftrained, within proper bounds, his 
adherents in that kingdom, who labouring to diftinguifh themfelves 
by that officious zeal, with which a Prince, who hasa near profpect 
of mounting the throne, is always ferved, urged him to allow a 
motion to be made in parliament for declaring his right of fucceffion 
to the Crown. James prudently difcouraged that defign; but it 
was with no fmall fatisfation-that he obferved the afcendant he. 
was acquiring in a court, whofe dictates he had been, fo long, ob-. 
liged to obey ; and which had either prefcribed or thwarted every. 
ftep he had taken during the whole courfe of his reign *.. 


100 Ie. 


NoTWITHSTANDING the violent ftruggles of the political face 1602:. 
tions which divided the court, and the frequent revolutions which Sa pe 
had happened there, fince the King firft took the reins. of govern- Highlanders.- 
ment into his own hands, Scotland had enjoyed unufual tranquillity, 
being undifturbed by any foreign enemy, and free from any inteftine 
commotion of long continuance. During this period, James endea- 

voured to civilize the Highlands and the Ifles, a part of his domi- 
~ nions almoft totally neglected ‘by former Monarchs, though the 
reformation of it was an object highly worthy of their care. The. 
long peace with England had. afforded an opportunity of fubduing: 
the licentious fpirit of the borderers, and of reftraining their de- 

_ predations, often no lefs ruinous to their countrymen, than to their. 
enemies. The inhabitants of the Low Country began, gradually, . 
to forget the ufe of arms, and to become attentive to the arts of 
peace. But the Highlanders, retaining their natural fiercenefs, | 
averfe from labour, and inured to rapine, infefted their more indul-- 


* Spotf. 467, 471. Birch: Mem. 2 5145. 
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Book VII ¢:ious neighbours, by their continual incurfions, James being fo- 
ee Ala licitous not only to reprefs t their inroads, but to render them ofeful 


1559. 


fubjects *, had at different times enacted many wife laws extremely 
conducive to thefe ends. All landlords, or Chiefs of Clans, were 
enjoined to permit no perfons to refide in their eftates, who could 
not find fufficient furety for thetr good behaviour; they were re- 
quired to make a lift of all fufpicious perfons under their juriftic- 
tion, to bind themfelves to deliver them up to juftice, and to in- 
demnify thofe who fhould fuffer by their robberies; and in order 
to afcertain the faithful performance of thefe articles, the chiefs 
themfelves were obliged to give hoftages to the King, or to put 
pledges in hishands. Threetowns, which might ferve asa retreat 
for the induftrious, and a nurfery for arts and commerce, were ap- 
pointed to be built in different parts of the Highlands ; one in Can- 
tyre, another in Lockabar, and a third in the Ifle of Lewis; and 
in order to draw inhabitants thither, all the privileges of Royal 
Boroughs were to be conferred upon them. Finding it, however, to 
be no eafy matter to infpire the inhabitants of thofe countries with 
the love of induftry, a refolution was taken to plant among them, 
colonics of people from the more induftrious countries... The firft 
experiment was made in the Ifle of Lewis; and as it was advan- 
tageoufly fituated for the fifhing trade, a fource from which Scot- 
land ought naturally to derive great wealth, the colony tranfported 
thither was drawn out of Fife, the inhabitants of which were well 
fkilledin that branch of commerce. But before they had remained 
there long enough to manifeft the good effucts of this inftitution, the 
Wanders, “enraged at feeing their country occupied by thofe intru- 
ders, took arms, and furprizing them in the night time, murdered 
foine of them, and compelled the reft to abandon the fettlement. 
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The King’s attention being foon after turned to other objects, we Book VIII. 
hear no more of this falutary project. Though James did not pur- ee See 
fue the defign, with that ftcady application and perfeverance, with- 
gut which it is impoflible to change the manners of a whole peo- 

ple, he had-the glory, however, not only of having firft conceived 

the thought, but of having firft pointed out the proper method of 
introducing the civil arts of life, intothat part of the Ifland *. 


Arter having long enjoyed a good ftate of health, the efie ofa __ ; 
found conftitution, and the reward of uncommon regularity and tem- if lined a 
perance, Elizabeth began, this winter, to feel her vigour decreafe, 4" 
and to be fenfible of the infirmities of oldage. Having removed 
on avery ftormy day from Weftminfter to Richmond, whither 
fhe was impatient to retire, her complaints increafed. She had no 
formed fever ; her pulfe was good; but fhe eat little, and could not 1603. 
fleep. Her diftemper feemed to proceed from a deep melancholy, yan 
which appeared both in her countenance and behaviour. She de- 
lighted in folitude; fhe fat conftantly in the dark; and was often 
drowned in tears. | 


No fooner was the Queen’s indifpofition known, than perfons of 
all ranks, and of all different fects and parties, redoubled their ap- 
plications to the King of Scots, and vied with each other, in 
profeffions of attachment to his perfon, and in promifes of fub- 
miffion to his government. Even fome of her own fervants, weary 
of the length of her reign, fond of novelty, impatient to get rid of 
the burden of gratitude for paft benefits, and expecting to fhare 
in the liberality of a new Prince, began to defert her. And crowds 
of people hurried towards Scotland, eager to pre-occupy the favour 
of the fucceffor, or afraid of being too late in paying homage 


to him. 
* Parl. 1587, 1594, 1597. Spotf. 463. 
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Mean while, the Queen’s difeafe increafed, and her melancholy 
appeared to be fettled and incurable. Various conjectures were 
formed concerning the caufes of adi‘order, from which fhe feemed_ 
to be exempted by the natural checrfulnefs of her temper. Some 
imputed it to her being forced, contrary to her inclination, to pardon 
the Earl of Tyrone, whofe rebellion had for many years created 
her fo much trouble. Others imagined that it arofe from obferving 
the ingratitude of her courtiers, and the levity of her people, who be- 
held her health declining with moft indecent indifference, and looked 
forward to the acceffion of the Scotch King, with an impatience, 
which they could not conceal. The moft common opinion, at that 
time, and perhaps the moft probable, was that it flowed from 
erief for the Earl of Effex. She retained an extraordinary regard 
for the memory of that unfortunate nobleman ; and though fhe 
often complained of his obftinacy, feldom mentioned his name 
without tears*. An accident happened foon after her retiring 
to Richmond, which revived her affection with new tendernefs, 
and imbittered her forrows. The Countefs of Nottingham, being 
on her death-bed, defired to fee the Queen, inorder to reveal fome- 
thing to her, without difcovering which, fhe could not die in peace. 
When the Queen came into her chamber, fhe told her, that while 
Effex lay under fentence of death, he was defirous of imploring 
pardon in the manner which the Queen herfelf had prefcribed, by 
returning a ring, which during the height of his favour fhe had 
given him, with a promife that, if in any future diftrefs, he fent 
that back to her asa token, it fhould intitle him to her proteétion ; 
that Lady fcroop was the perfon he intended to imploy in order to 
prefent it; that by a miftake, it was put into her hands inftead of 


Lady Scroop’s; and that fhe having communicated the matter to her 
| y f 5 


hufband, one of Effex’s moft implacable enemies, he had forbid 
* Birch. Mem. 2. 505. 
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her either to carry the ring to the Queen, or to return it to the 
Earl. The Countefs, having thus difclofed her fecret, begged the 
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Queen's forgivenels ; but Elizabeth, who now (aw both the malice 


of the Earl’senemies, and how unjuftly fhe had fufpected him of 
inflexible obftinacy, replied, “ God may forgive you, butI nevercan 3" 
and left the room in great emotion *. From that moment, her 
| {pirit funk entirely ; fhe would fcarce tafte food; fhe refufed all the 


medicines prefcribed her by her phy ficians ‘declaring that fhe wifhed 
to die, and would live no longer. No intreaty could prevail on her 
‘to go to bed; fhe fat on cufhions, during ten days and nights, pen- 
five, and filent, holding her finger almoft continually in her mouth, 
with her eyes Open, and fixed on the ground. The only thing to 
which fhe feemed to give any attention, were the acts of devotions 
performed ‘n her apartment, by the Archbifhop of Canterbury 5 
and in thefe fhe joined with great appearance of fervour. Watted, 
at laft, as well by anguifh of mind, as by long abftinence, fhe 


* This anecdote concerning FJizabeth was firft publifhed by Ofborne, Mem of 
Eliz. p. 233 1s confirmed by the teftimony of de Maurier, Mem. 2£0, and’by the tra- 
ditional evidence of Lady Elizabeth Spelman publifhed by Dr. Birch, Negoc. 206. 
Camden mentions the Queen’s grief for Effex’s death as one of the caufes of her me- 

‘Jancholy. Some original papers remain which prove that this was commonly believed 
at the time. Birch Mem. 2.506. But Effex had been beheaded two years before 
her death, and there feems to have been no other reafon, but that which we have af- 
figned, why her forrow fhould revive with fo much violence at fo great a diftance of 
time. As the death of the Countefs of Nottingham happened about a fortnight be- 
fore the Queen’s death, the coincidence of thefe events, together with the other evi- 
dence mentioned, adds {o much probability to the ftory related by Ofborne, as will 
entitle it to a place in hiftory. The only objection to the account we have given of 
Elizabeth’s attachment to Effex, arifes from her great ag°- At the age of 68, the 
amorous paffions are commonly abundantly cool, and the violence of all the paf- 
fions, except one, is much abated. But the force of this objection is entircly removed 
by an Author who has illuftrated many paffages in the Englith Hiftory, and adorned 
more, Catalogue of Roy. and Nob. Authcrs. Article Effex. 
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expired without a ftrugele, on Thurfday the 24th day of March in 
the 72th year of her age, andthe 4csth of her reign *, | 


FOREIGNERS often accufe the Englith of indifference and dif- 
refoedt towards their Princes. But without reafon; no people are 
more grateful than they to thofe Monarchs, who merit their grati- 
tude. The names of Edward III. and Henry V. are men- 
tioned by the Englith of this age, with the fame warmth, as they 
were by thofe, who fhared in the bleffings and {plendor of their 
rcions, The memory of Elizabeth is {tilt adored in England. 
And the hiftorians of that kingdom, after celebrating her love of 
her people; her fagacity in difcerning their true intereft; her fteadi- 
nefs in purfuing it; her wifdom in the choice of her Minifters; the 
glory fhe acquired by arms; the tranquillity fhe fecured to her fub- 
Jects; and the increafe of fame, of riches, and of commerce, 
which were the fruits of all thefe 5 juftly rank her among the moft 
illuftrious Princes. Even the defects in her character, they ob- 
ferve, were not of a kind pernicious to her people. Her excef. 
five frugality was not accompanied with the love of hoarding ; and 
though it prevented fome great undertakings, and rendered the 
fuccefs of others incompleat, it introduced c@conomy into her admij- 
niftration, and exempted the nation from many burdens, which a 
Monarch, more profufe, or more enterprizing, muft have impofed, 
Her flownefs in rewarding her fervants fometimes difcouraged ufe- 
ful merit; but it prevented the undeferving from acquiring power 
and wealth, to which they had no title, Her extreme jealoufy of 
thofe princes, who pretended to difpute her right to the Crown, led 
her to take fuch precautions, as tended no lef to the public fafe- 
ty, than to her own; and to court the affeGtions of her people, as 
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the firmeft fupport of her. throne. Such is the picture the En- pook VIII. 
glith draw of this great Queen. | Tec 
ore 


WHoEvER undertakes to write the Hiftory of Scotland finds him- 
felf obliged, frequently, to view her in a very different, and in a 
lefs amiable light. Her authority in that kingdom, during the 
greater part of her reign, was little inferior to that, which fhe 
poffefied in her own. But this authority, acquired at firft by a 
fervice of great importance to the nation, fhe exercifed in a manner 
extremely pernicious to itshappinefs. By her induftry in fomenting 
the rage of the two contending factions ; by fupplying the one with 
partial aid; by feeding the other with falfe hopes; by ballancing 
their power fo artfully, that each of them was able to diftrefs, and 
neither of them to fubdue the other; fhe rendered Scotland long the , 
feat of difcord, confufion, and bloodfhed: and her craft and in- 
trigues, effecting what the valour of her anceftors could:not ac- 
complifh, reduced that kingdom to a ftate of dependance on England. 
The maxims of policy, often little confonant to thofe of morality, 
may, perhaps, juftify this conduct. But no apology can be offered 
for her behaviour to Queen Mary; a fcene of diffimulation without 
neceffity ; and of feverity beyond example. In almoftall her other ac- 
tions, Elizabeth is the object of our higheft admiration ; in this, we 
mutt allow that fhe not only laid afide the magnanimity, which be- 

came a Queen, but the feelings, natural to a woman. 


Tuoucu Elizabeth would never permit the queftion concerning eae: 
the right of fucceffion to the Crown to be determined in parliament ; claimed King 
nor declare her own fentiments concerning a point, which fhe withed” “"8""" 
to remain an impenetrable myftery ; fhe had, however, formed ro 
defign of excluding the Scotch King from an inheritance, to which 

his 
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Book VIII. his title was undoubted. — A fhort time before her death, the broke 
\-—»——~ the filence, which fhe had fo long preferved on that fubjet, and 
1993" told Cecil and the Lord Admiral, ‘* That her throne, was the throne 
of Kings; that fhe would have no mean perfon to afcend it, and 

that her Coufin the King of Scots fhould be her fucceffor.” This 

fhe confirmed on her death-bed. And as foon as the breathed 

her laft, the Lords of the Privy Council proclaimed James King of 
England. All the intrigues carried on by foreigners, in favour of 

the Infanta, all the cabals formed, within the kingdom, to fupport 

the titles of Lady Arabella, and the Farl of Hartford, difappeared 

in a moment; and nobles, and people, forgetting their ancient 

- hoftilities with Scotland, and their averfion for the dominion of 
ftrangers, teftifed their fatisfation with louder acclamations, than 

were ufual at the acceffion of their native Princes. Amidtt this tu- 

mult of joy, a motion made by a few patriots, who propofed to 
prefcribe fome conditions to the fucceffor, and to exaé from him 

the redrefs of fome grievances, before they called him to the throne, 

was {carce heard; and Cecil, by ftifling it, added to his ftock of 

merit with hisnew Matter. Sir Charles Percy, brother of the Earl 

of Northumberland, and Thomas Somerfet the Earl of Worcefter’s 

fon, were delpatched to Scotland, with a letter to the King, figned 

by all the Peers and Privy Councellors then in London ; informing 

him of the Queen’s death, of his Acceffion to the throne, of their 

care to recognize his title, and of the univerfal applaufe, with which 

the public proclamation of it had been attended. - They madé 

the utmoft hafte to deliver this welcome meflage ; but were pre- 
vented by the zeal of Sir Robert Carey, Lord Hunfdane’s youngeft 

fon, who fetting out a few hours after Elizabeth's death, arrived at 
Fdinburgh on Saturday night, juft as the King had gone to bed! 

He was immediately admitted into the royal apartment, and kneel- 
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ing by the King’s bed, acquainted him with the death of Elizabeth, Book VIII. 


faluted him King of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, and 
asa token of the truth of the intelligence which he brought, pre- 
fented him a ring, which his Sifter Lady Scroop had taken from the 
Qacen’s finger after her death. James heard him with a decent 
compofure. But as Carey was only a private mefienger, the infor- 
mation he brought was not made public, and the King kept his ap- 
partment till the arrival of Percy and Somerfet. Then his titles 
were folemnly proclaimed ; and his own fubjects exprefled no lefs 
joy, than the Englifh, at this increafe of his dignity. As his pre- 
fence was abfolutely neceffary in England, where the people were 
extremely impatient to fee their new Sovereign, he prepared to fet 
out for that kingdom, without delay. He appointed his Queen to 
follow him. within a few weeks. He committed the government 
of Scotland to his Privy Council. He intrufted the care of his 
children to different noblemen. On the Sunday before his depar- 
ture, he repaired to the Church of St. Giles, and after hearing a 
{ermon, in which the Preacher difplayed the greatnefs of the divine 
goodne(s in raifing him to the throne of fuch a powerful Kingdom 
without oppofition or bloodfhed, and exhorted him to exprefs his 
gratitude, by promoting to the utmoft, the happinefs and profperity 
of his fubjects; the King rofe up, and addrefiing him{elf to the peo- 
ple, made many profetfions of unalterable affection towards them ; 
promifed frequently to vifit Scotland ; affured them that his Scotch 
fubjects, notwithftanding his abfence, fhould feel that he was their 
native Prince, no lefs than when he refided among them ; and might 
All truft that his ears fhould be always open to their petitions, which 
he would anfwer with the alacrity and love of a parent. His words 
were, often, interrupted by the tears of the whole audience ; who, 
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es he though they exulted at the King’s profperity, were melted into 


“1603. 


Takes poffel- 


fion of the 
throne, 


vy forrow by thefe tender ieciarstions se 


On the fifth of April, he began his journey, with a fplendid, 
but not a numerous train; and next day he entered Berwick, 
Wherever he came, immenfe multitudes were affembled to welcome 
him ; and the principal perfons, in the different Counties through 


which he paffed, difplayed all their wealth and magnificence in 


entertainments prepared for him, at their houfes. Elizabeth had 
reigned fo long in England, that moft of her fubjects remembered 
no other court but her’s ; and their notions of the manners and de- 
corum fuitable to a prince were formed upon what they had ob- 
ferved there. It was natural to apply this ftandard to the behaviour 
and actions of their new Monarch, and to compare him, at firft 


fight, with the Queen, on whofe throne he was to be placed. 


James, whofe manners were extremely different from hers, fuffered 
by the comparifon. He had not that flowing affability, by which 
Elizabeth captivated the hearts of her people; and though eafy 
among a few whom he loved, his indolence could not bear the 
fatizue of rendering himfelf agreeable to a mixed multitude. He 
was no lefsa ftranger to that dignity, with which Elizabeth temper- 
ed her familiarity. And inftead of that well-judged frugality, with 
which fhe conferred titles of honour, he beftowed them with 
an undiftinguifhing profufion, that rendered them no longer marks 
of diftinétion, or rewards of merit. But thefe were the reflections 
of the few alone; the multitude continued their acclamations ; 
and amidft thefe, James entered London on the 7th of May, sid 
took peaceable poffeffion of the throne of England, 
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Tuus were united two kingdoms, divided from the earlieft ac- Book VIN. 
“counts of time, but deftined, by their fituation, to form one great Conclufion. 
monarchy. And by this junction of its whole native force, Great 
Britain hath rifen to an eminence and authority in Europe which 
England and Scotland never could have attained. 


THE Scots had re long confidered their Monarchs as next heirs sph the 
evolutions 


to the Englifh throne, that they had full leifure to reflect on all in the contti- 
the confequences of their being advanced to that dignity. But na oe 
dazzled with the glory of giving a Sovereign to their powerful james Vi. 
enemy, relying on the partiality of their native Prince, and in full 
expectation of fharing liberally in the wealth and honours he would 

now be able to beftow, they attended little to the moft obvious con- 

{equences of that great event, and rejoiced at his acceffion to the 

throne of England, as if it had been no lefs beneficial to the king- 

dom, than honourable to the King. They foon had reafon, how- 

ever, to adopt very different fentiments ; and from that period, we 


may date a total alteration in the political conftitution of Scotland. 


Tue feudal Ariftocracy, which had been fubverted in moft 
nations of Europe by the policy of their Princes, or had 
been undermined by the progrefs of commerce, {till fubfifted 
with full force in Scotland. Many caufes had contributed 
gradually to augment the power of the Scotch nobles; and even 
the Reformation, which in every other country where it prevailed, 
added to the authority of the Monarch, had increafed their wealth 
and influence. A King, poffeffed of afimall revenue, with a preroga- 
tive extremely limited, and unfupported by a ftanding army, could not 
exercife much authority over fuch potent fubjects. He was obliged to 
govern by expedients ; and the laws derived their force not from his 
power to execute them, but from the voluntary fubmuifhon of the 
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Book VIII. nobles. But though this produced a fpecies of government feeble 
and irregular beyond example ; though Scotland, under the name, 
and with all the outward enfigns of a Monarchy, was really fub- 
ject to an Ariftocracy, the people were not altogether unhappy ,; 
-and even in this wild form of a conftitution, there were principles, 
which tended to their fecurity and advantage. . The King, checked 
and overawed by the nobles, durft venture upon no act of arbi- 
trary power. The nobles, jealous of the King, whofe claims and 
pretenfions were many, though his power was {mall, were afraid 
of irritating their dependants by unreafonable exactions, and tem- 
pered the rigour of ariftocratical tyranny, with a mildnefs and 
equality to which it is naturally a ftranger. And while the military 
genius of the feudal government, remained in vigour, the vaffals 
both of the Crown and of the Barons were not only free from op- 
preffion, but courted by their fuperiors, whofe power and impor- 
tance were founded on their attachment and love. 


Bur, by his acceffion to the throne of England, James acquired 
(uch an immenfe acceffion of wealth, of power, and of fplendor, 
that the nobles, aftonifhed and intimidated, thought it vain to 
ftruggle for privileges which they were now unable to defend. Nor 
was it from fear alone that they fubmitted to the yoke; James, par- 
tial to his countrymen, and willing that they fhould partake in his 
good fortune, loaded them with riches and honours ; and the hope 
of his favour concurred with the dread of his power, in taming 
their fierce and independent fpirits. The will of the Prince be- 
came the fupreme law in Scotland, and the nobles ftrove, with emu- 
lation, who fhould moft implicitly obey commands, which they 
had formerly been accuftomed to contemn. Satisfied with having 
fubjected the nobles to the Crown, the King left them in full pof- 
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feffion of their ancient jurifdi€tion over their own vaffals. The Book VIII. 
extenfive rights, vefted in a feudal Chief, became in their hands “~~ 
dreadful inftruments of oppreffion, and the military ideas on which 
thefe rights were founded being gradually loft, or difregarded, 
nothing remained to corre&t or to mitigate the rigour with which 
they were exercifed. The nobles, exhaufting their fortunes by the 
expence of frequent, attendance upon the Englifh court, and by at- 
tempts to imitate the manners and luxury of their more wealthy 
_ neighbours, multiplied exactions upon the people, who durft {carce 
“utter complaints which they knew would never reach the ear of 
their Sovereign, nor move him to grant them any redrefs. And 
from the union of the Crowns, to the Revolution in 1688, Scot- 
Jand was placed in a political fituation of all others the moft fingu- 
lar, and the moft unhappy; fubjected at once to the abfolute will 
of a Monarch, and to the oppreffive jurifdiction of an Ariftocracy, 
it fuffered all the miferies peculiar to both thefe forms of govern- 
ment. Its Kings were defpotic; its nobles were flaves and ty- 


_yants; and the people groaned under the rigorous domination of 
both. 


Durinc this period, the nobles, it is true, made one effort to 
fhake off the yoke, and to regain their ancient independency. After 
the death of James, the Scotch nation was no longer viewed by 
our Monarchs with any partial’ affection. CharlesI. educated among 
the Englith, difcovered no peculiar attachment to the kingdom of 
which he was a native. And the nobles, perceiving the fceptre to 
be now in hands lefs friendly, and {wayed by a Prince with whom 
they had little connection, and over whofe councils they had little 
influence, no longer fubmitted with the fame implicit obedience, 
Pravoked by fome encroachments of the King on their order, and 
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apprehenfive of others, the remains of their ancient {fpirit began to 
appear. They complained, and remonftrated. And the people 
being, at the fame time, violently difgufted at the innovations in 
Religion, the nobles fecretly heightened this difguft ; and their ar- 
tifices, together with the ill conduct of the court, raifed fuch a 
fpirit, that the whole nation took arms againft their Sovereign, with 
an union and animofity of which there had formerly been no ex- 
ample. Charles brought againft them the forces of England, and 
notwithftanding their own union, and the zeal of the people, the 
nobles muft have funk in the ftruggle. But, the difaffection which 
was growing among his Englith fubjects, prevented the King from 
acting with vigour. A civil war broke out in both kingdoms. 
And after many battles and revolutions which are well known, 
the Scotch nobles, who firft began the war, were involved in the 
fame ruin with the throne. At the Reftoration, Charles II. re- 
gained full poffeffion of the royal prerogative in Scotland ; and the 
nobles, whofe eftates were wafted, or their fpirit broken by the 
calamities to which they had been expofed, were lefs able and lefs 
willing than ever to refift the power of the Crown. During this 
reign, and that of James VII. the dictates of the Monarch were 
received in Scotland with moft abject fubmiffion, The poverty to 
which many of the nobles were reduced, rendered them meaner 
flaves, and more intolerable tyrants than ever. The people, always 
neglected, were now odious, and loaded with every injury, on ac- 
count of their attachment to religious and political principles, eX~ 
tremely repugnant to thofe adopted by their Princes. 


Tue Revolution introduced other maxims into the government 


of Scotland. To increafe the authority of the Prince, or to fecure 


the privileges of the nobles, had une been almoft the fole ob- 
ject 
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ject of our laws. The rights of the people were fcarce ever men- Book VIII. 
tioned, were difregarded, or unknown, Attention began, hencee “~~ 
forward, to be paid to the welfare of the people. By the claim of 

right, their liberties were fecured. And the number of their re- 
prefentatives being increafed, they gradually acquired new weight 

and confideration in Parliament, As they came to enjoy more fe- 

-curity, and greater power, their minds began to open, and to form 

more extenfive plans of commerce, of induftry, and of police. But 

the ariftocratical fpirit, which ftill predominated, together with 

' many other accidents, retarded the improvement and happinefs of 

the nation. | : 


ANOTHER great event completed what the Revolution had be- 
gun. The political power of the nobles, already broken by the 
union of the two Crowns, was almoft annihilated by the union of 
the two kingdoms. Inftead of making a part, as formerly, of the 
fupreme afiembly of the nation, inftead of bearing the moft confi- 
derable {way there, the Scotch nobles are admitted into the Britith Par- 
liament by their reprefentatives only, and form but an inconfiderable 
part of one of thofe bodies in which the legiflative authority is vetted. 
They themfelves are excluded abfolutely from the houfe of Commons, 
‘and even their eldeft fons are not permitted to reprefent their coun- 
trymen in that auguft afembly. Nor have their feudal privi- 
leges remained, to compenfate for this extin@ion of their po- 
litical authority. As commerce advanced in its progrefs, and 
government attained nearer to perfection, thefe were infenfibly 
circumfcribed, and at laft, by laws no les falutary to the pub- 
lic, than fatal to the nobles, they have been almoft totally abolithed. 
‘As the nobles were deprived of power, the people acquired liberty. 
‘Exempted from burdens to which they were formerly fubject, 
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Book VIII. fcreened from oppreffion, to which they had been long expofed, 
and adopted into a conftitution, whofe genius and laws were more 
liberal than their own, they have extended their commerce, refined 
their manners, made improvements in the elegancies of life, and 
cultivated the arts and {ciences. 


Tuts furvey of the political {tate of Scotland, in which events 
and their caufes have been mentioned rather than developed, en- 
ables us to point out three zras, from each of which we may date 
fome great alteration, in one or other of the three different mem- 
bers of which the fupreme legiflative afflembly in our conftitution 
is compofed, At the Accefion, the Kings of, Scotland, once the 
moft limited, became, in an inftant, the moft abfolute Princes in 
Europe, and exercifed a defpotic authority which their Parlia- 
ments were unable to controul, or their nobles to refift. At the 
Union, the feudal ariftocracy, which had fubfifted fo many ages, 
and with power fo exorbitant, was overturned, and the Scotch 
nobles voluntarily furrendered rights and pre-eminences, peculiar 
to their order, and reduced themfelves to a condition, which is no 
longer the terror and envy of other fubjects. Since the Union, the 
Commons, anciently neglected by their Kings, and defpifed by the 
nobles, have emerged into dignity; and being admitted to a parti- 
cipation of all the privileges, which the Englith had purchafed 
at the expence of fo much blood, muft now be efteemed a body 


not lefs confiderable in the one kingdom, than they have long been 
in the other. : 


Tue church felt the effects of the abfolute power which the 
King acquired by his acceffion; and its revolutions, too, are wor- 
thy of notice. James, during the latter years of his adminiftra- 
tion in Scotland, revived the name and office of Bifhops. But they 
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poffefied no ecclefiaftical jurifdiction or pre-eminence; their reve- Book VIII. 
nues were inconfiderable, and they were fcarce diftinguifhed by any “~~~” 
thing, but by their feat in Parliament, and by being the object of 
the clergy’s jealoufy, and the people’s hatred. ‘The King, delighted 
with the {plendor and authority which the Englifh Bifhops enjoyed, 
and eager to effect an union in ecclefiaftical policy, which he had, 
in vain, attempted in the civil government, refolved to bring both 
Churches to an exact conformity with each other. Three Scotf- 
men were confecrated Bifhops at London, From them, their bre- 
thren were commanded to receive orders, Ceremonies unknown 
in Scotland were impofed. And though the clergy, lefs obfe- 
quious than the nobles, boldly oppofed thefe innovations, James, 
long practifed and well fkilled in the arts of managing them, ob- 
tained at length their compliance. But Charles I. a fuperftitious 
Prince, unacquainted with the genius of the Scots, imprudent and 
precipitant in all the meafures he purfued in that kingdom, preffing 
too eagerly the reception of the Englifh liturgy, and indifcreetly 
attempting a refumption of church lands, kindled the flames of 
civil war; and the people being left at liberty to indulge their own 
withes, the Epifcopal church was overturned, and the Prefbyterian 
government and difcipline were re-eftablifhed with new vigour. 
Together with monarchy, Epifcopacy was reftored in Scotland. A 
form of government, fo odious to the people, required force to 
uphold it; and though the whole rigour of authority, and all the 
barbarity of perfecution were employed in its fupport, the averfion 
of the nation was infurmountable, and it fubfifted with difficulty. 
At the Revolution, the inclinations of the people were thought wor- 
thy the attention of the legiflature, the Prefbyterian government 
“was again eflablifhed, and being ratified by the Union, is ftill main- 
‘tained in the kingdom. 
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Nor did the influence of the Acceflion extend to the civil and ec= 
clefiaftical conftitutions alone; the genius of the nation, its tafte 
and fpirit, things of a nature ftill more delicate, were fenfibly af- 
fected by that event. When learning revived in the fifteenth and 
fixteenth centuries, all the modern languages were in a {tate equal- 
ly barbarous, devoid of elegance, of vigour, and even of perfpicui- 
ty. No author thought of writing in languages fo ill adapted to ex- 
prefs and embellith his fentiments, or of erectinga work for immorta- 
lity, with fuch rude and perifhing materials. And as the {pirit, which 
prevailed at that time, did not owe its rife to any original effort 
of the human mind, but was excited by admiration of the ancients, 
their compofitions were e{teemed not only the ftandards of tafte, and 
of fentiment, but of ftile ; and even the languages in which they 
wrote were thought to be peculiar and almoft confecrated to learn- 
ing and the Mufes, Not only the manner of the ancients was 
imitated, but their language copied; and, extravagant as the attempt 
may appear to write in a dead tongue, in which men were not ac- 
cuftomed to think, and which they could not fpeak, or even pro-— 
nounce, the fuccefs of it was aitonifhing. As they formed their 
{tile upon the pureft models, as they were uninfected with thofe 
barbarifms, which the inaccuracy of familiar converfation, the af- 
fe€tation of courts, intercourfe with ftrangers, and a thoufand other 
caufes introduce into living languages, many moderns have attained 
toa degree of elegance in their Latin compofitions, which the 
Romans themfelves {carce poffefled beyond the limits of the Au- 
guftan age. While this was almoft the only fpecies of compofi- 
tion, and all authors, by ufing one common language, could be 
brought to a nearer comparifon, the Scotch writers were not in- - 
ferior to thofe of any other nation. The happy genius of Buchanan, 
equally formed to excel in profe and in verfe, more various, more ori- 
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ginal, and more elegant, than that of almoft any other modern Book VIII. 
who writes in Latin, reflects, with regard to this particular, the ““~7 
greateft luftre on his country. 


But the labour attending the ftudy of a dead tongue was irk- 
fome ; the unequal return for their induftry which authors met withy 
who could be read and admired only within the narrow circle of 
the learned, was mortifying; and men, inftead of wafting half 
their lives in learning the language of the Romans, began to 
refine and to polifh their own. The modern tongues were found to 
be fufceptible of beauties and graces, which, if not equal to thofe 
of the ancient ones, were at leaft more attainable. And the Ita- 
lians having firft fet the example, Latin was no longer ufed in the 
works of tafte ; it was confined to books of {cience; and the politer 
nations have banifhed it even from thefe. The Scots, we may pre- 
fume, would have had no caufe to regret this change in the public 
tafte, and would ftill have been able to-maintain fome equality with 
other nations, in their purfuit of literary honour. The Englith 
and Scotch languages, derived from the fame fources, were, 
at the end of the fixteenth century, in a ftate nearly fimilar, dif- 
fering from one another fomewhat in orthography, though not 
only the words, but the idioms were much the fame. The letters 
of feveral Scotch ftatefinen of that age are not inferior in elegance, 
or in purity, to thofe of the Englifh Minifters with whom 
they correfponded. James himfelf was mafter of a ftile far from 
contemptible ; and by his example and encouragement, the Scotch 
language might have kept pace with the Englifh in refinement. 
Scotland might have had a feries of authors in its own, as 
well as in the Latin language, to boaft of; and the improve- 
ments in tafte, in the arts, and in the {ciences, which fpread over 
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Book VIII. the other polifhed nations of Europe, would not have been. un; 
—~——"_ known there. 


Bur, at the very time when other nations were beginning to drop 
the ufe of Latin in works of tafte, and to make trial of the ftrength 
and compafs of their own languages, Scotland ceafed to be a king- 
dom. The tranfports of joy which the Acceffion at firft occafioned, 
were foon over; and the Scots, being at once deprived of all the - 
objects that refine or animate a people, of the prefence of their Prince, 
of the concourfe of nobles, of the f{plendor and elegance of a court, 
an univerfal dejetion of fpirit feems to have feized the nation. The 
Court being withdrawn, no domeftic ftandard of propricty and correct- 
nefs of fpeech remained; the few compofitions that Scotland pro- 
duced were tried by the Englifh ftandard, and every word or 
phrafe that varied in the leaft from that, was condemnedas barbarous;3 
whereas, if the two nations had continued diftin@, each might have 
retained idioms and forms of {peech peculiar to itfelf; and thefe, ren- 
dered fafhionable by the example of a court, and fupported by the 
authority of writers of reputation, would have been confidered in 
the fame light with the varieties occafioned by the different dia- 
lects in the Greek tongue, would have been marked as beauties, and, 
in many cafes, ufed promifcuoufly by the authors of both nations. 
But by the Acceffion, the Englifh naturally became the fole judges 
and lawgivers in language, and rejected as folecifms, every form of 
fpeech to which their ear was not accuftomed. Nor did the Scots, 
while the intercourfe between the two nations was inconfiderable ®, 


and 


* A remarkable proof of the little intercourfe betwcen the Englifh and Scots, 
before the union of the Crowns, is to be found in two curious papers, one publifhed 
by Haynes, the cther by Strype. In the year 1567, Elizabeth commanded the Bi- 
Shop of London to takea furvey of all the ftiangers within the cities of London and 
Weftminfter. By his report, which is very minute, it appears that the whole 

number 
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and ancient prejudices were {till fo violentas to prevent imitation, pof- Book VIII. 
cefs the means of refining their own tongue according to the purity of pene cael 


the Englifh ftandard. Onthe contrary, new corruptions flowed into 
it from every different fource. The Clergy of Scotland, in that age, 
were more eminent for piety than for learning; and though there 
did not arife many authors among them, yet being in poffeffion 
of the privilege of difcourfing publickly to the people, and their 
{ermons being too long, and perhaps too frequent, fuch hafty pro- 
ductions could not be elegant, and many flovenly and incorrect 
modes of expreflion may be traced back to that original. The 
pleadings of lawyers were equally loofe and inaccurate, and that 
profeffion having furnifhed more authors, and the matters of which 
they treat mingling daily in common difcourfe and bufinefs, many 
of thofe vitious forms of fpeech, which are denominated Scottici/ms, 
have been by them introduced into the language. Nor did either 
the language or publick tafte receive any improvement in parlia- 
ment, where a more liberal and more correct eloquence might have 
been expected. All bufinefs was tranfacted there by the Lords of 
Articles, and they were fo fervilely devoted to the court, that few 
debates arofe, and none were conducted with the fpirit and vigour 
natural to a popular affembly. | | 


Tuus, during the whole feventeenth century, the Englith were 
gradually refining their language, and their tafte; in Scotland the 
former was much debafed, and the latter almoft entirely loft. In 
the beginning of that period, both nations were emerging out of 
barbarity ; but the diftance between them, which was then incon- 


Number of Scots at that time was 58. Haynes 455. A furvcy of the fame kind was 


made by Sir Thomas Row, Lord Mayor A. D. 1568. Thenumber of Scots had. 


then increafed to 88. Strype 4. Supplement N° I. On the Acceffion of James a con- 
fiderable number of Scots, efpecially of the higher rank, reforted to England ; but 
it was not till the union that the intercourfe between the two kingdoms became great, 


Lil 2 fiderable, 
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Book VIII. fiderable, became, before the end of it, immenfe. Even after fcience 

t——— had once dawned upon them,. the Scots feemed to be finking back 
into ignorance and obfcurity ; and active and intelligent as they 
naturally are, they continued, while other nations were eager in 
the purfuit of fame and knowledge, in a ftate of languor and ftu- 
-_pefaction, This, however, muft be imputed to the unhappinefS 
of their political fituation, not to any defect of genius; for no 
fooner was the one removed in any degree, than the other began to 
difplay itfelf. The.act abolifhing the power of the Lords of Articles, 
and other falutary laws paffed at the Revolution, having introduced 
freedom of debate into the Scotch Parliament, eloquence, with 
all the arts that accompany or perfect it, became immediate ob- 
jets of attention ; and the example of Fletcher of Salton alone 
is fufficient to fhew that the Scots were ftill capable of generous 
fentiments, and, notwithftanding fome peculiar idioms, were able to 
exprefs themfelves with energy, and with elegance. 


Ar length the Union having incorporated the two nations, and 
rendered them one people, the diftinctions which had fubfifted for 
many ages gradually wear away ; peculiarities difappear ; the fame 
manners prevail in both parts of the ifland; the fame authors are 
read and admired ; the fame entertainments are frequented by the 
elegant and polite; and the fame ftandard of tafte, and of purity 
in language, is eftablifhed. And the Scots, after being placed, 
during a whole century, in a fituation no lefs fatal to the liberty — 
than to the tafteand genius of the nation, were at once put in pof- 
feffion of privileges more valuable than thofe which their anceftors had 
formerly enjoyed ; and every obftruction that had retarded their pur- 
fuit, or prevented their acquifition of hterary fame, was totally re- 


moved. 


APPEN- 
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No. I. (Vol. I. p. 180.) 


A MEMORIAL of certain points meet for the reforing the 
realm of SCOTLAND £0 the antient weale. 


MpriMI;, it is to be noted, that the beft worldly felicity that Scotland can have, cth Augutt 
is either to continue in a perpetual peace with the kingdom of England, or to 1559, Cotton. 


be made one monarchy with England, as they both make but one ifland, di- Lib.Cal. B.10. 
fol. 17. From 


vided from the reft of the world. 

Ir the firftis fought, that is to be in perpetual peace with England, then muft it ne- 3 COPy in fe- 
Ceffarily be provided, that Scotland be not fo fubject to the appointments of France, neared Cecil’s 
as is prefently, which, being an antient enemy to England, feeketh always to make 
Scotland an inftrument, to exercife, thereby, their malice upon England, and to 
make a foot-{tool thereof to look over England as they may. 

THEREFORE, when Scotland fhall come into the hands of a mere Scottith 
man in blood, then may there be hope of fuch accord, but as long as it is at the 
commandment of the French, there is no hope to have accord long betwixt thefe 
two realms. 

THEREFORE fecing it is at the French king’s commandment by reafon of his 
wife, itis to be confidcred for the weale of Scotland, that until fhe have children, 
and during her abfence out of the realm, the next heirs to the crown, being the 
houfe of the Hamiltons, fhould have regard hereto, and to fee that neither the crown 
be impofed nor wafted ; and on the other fide, the nobility and commonalty ought to 
force that the laws and the old cuftoms of the realm be not altered, neither that the 
country be not impoverifhed by taxes, empreft, or new impofts, after the manner 
of France ; for provifion wherein, both by the law of God and man, the French 
king and his wife may be moved to reform their mifgovernance of the land. 

AND for this purpofe, it were good that the nobility and. commons joined with 
the next heir of the crown, to feek due reformation of fuch great abufes as tend to 
the ruin of their country, which muft be done before the French grow too ftrong 
and infolent. 

First, That it may be provided, by confent of the three eftates of the land, that 
the Jand may be free from ail idolatry hke as England is, for juftifcation whercof, 
if any free general council may be had where the Pope of Rome have not the feat 
of judgment, they may offer to fhew their caufe to be moft agreeable to Chrift’s 
religion. 

Next, To provide that Scotland might be governed, in all rules and offices, by 
the antient blood of the realm, without either captains, Jicutcnants, or foldiers, . 

as 
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all other princes govern their countries, and efpecially that the forts might be in the 
hands of mere Scottifh men. 

Tuirpiy, That they might never be occafioned to enter into wars againft Eng- 
land, except England fhould give the firft caufe to Scotland. 

FourTHLY, That no nobleman of Scotland fhould receive penfion of France, 
except it were whilft he did ferve in France, for otherwife thereby the French 
would fhortly corrupt many, and betray their own country. 

FirtHLy, That no office, abbey, living, or commodity, be given to any but 
mere Scottifh men, by the aflent of the three eftates of the realm. 

SixTH, That there be acouncel in Scotland appointed in the queen’s abfence, to 
govern the whole realm, and in thofe cafes not to be directed by the french. 

SEVENTHLY, That it be by the faid three eftates appointed how the queen’s re- 
venue of the realm fhall be expended, how much the queen fhall have for her por- 
tion and eftate during her abfence, how much fhall be limited to the governance and 
defence of the realm, how much yearly appointed to be kept in treafure. 

In thefe and fuch like points, ifthe French king and the queen be found unwil- 
Jing, and will withftand thefe provifions for the weale of the land, then hath the three 
eftates of the realm authority, forthwith, to intimate to the faid king and queen their ~ 
humble requefts ; and if the fame be not effeQtually granted, then humbly they may 
commit the governance thereof to the next heir of the crown, binding the fame alfo 
to obferve the laws and antient rights of the realm. 

Finauty, If the queen fhall be unwilling to this, as it is likely fhe will, in re- 
fpect of the greedy and tyranous affection of France, then it is apparent that Al- 
mighty God is pleafed to transfer from her the rule of the kingdom for the weale of 
it, and this time muft be ufed with great circumf{pection, to avoid the deceipts and 
tromperies of the French. 

Anp then may the realm of Scotland confider, being once made free, what 
means may be devifed by God's goodnefs, to accord the two realms, to endure for 
time to come at the pleafure of Almighty God, in whofe hands the hearts of all 
princes be. 


No. II. (Vol. I. p. 188.) 
A letter of Maitland of Lethington’s, thus directed, 


To my loving friend James. Be this delivered at London. 


zoth January | UNpDERSTAND by the laft letter I received from yow, that difcourfing with 
1559-60. zour countrymen upon the mater of Scotland, and comoditeys may enfew 
, Cott. Lib.Cal,to that realm, hereafter giff ze prefently affift ws with zour forces, ze find a nom- 
B. ix. From bre of the contrary advife, douting that we fall not at length be found trufty frends, 
_the o1iginal innor mean to contynew in conitant ametye, albeit we promife, but only for avoyd- 
his own hand. ing the prefent danger make zow to ferve our turne, and after being delivered, becum 
enemies as of before. For profe quhareof, they allege things have paft betwixt ws 

heretofore, and a few prefumptiones tending to the fam end, all grounded upon miftruft; 

quhilks, at the firft ficht, have fome fhewe of apparence, gif men wey not the circum- 

{tances of the mater ; but gif they will confer the tyme paft with the prefent, confider 

the nature of this caus, and eftate of our contrey, I doubt not but jugement fal be able to 

banifh miftruft. And firft, I wad with ze fhould examyne the caules off the old inmi- 

tye 
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tye betwixt the realms of England and Scotland, and quhat moved our anceftours to 
enter into ligue with the Frenche; quhilks by our ftoreys and regiftres off antiquiteys 
appear to be thefe. The princes of England, fome tyme, alledging a certaine kynde 
off foveraintye over this realm; fome tyme upon hye courage, or incited by incur- 
fions off our bordourares, and femblable occafions, mony tymes enterprifed the con- 
queft of ws, and fa far furth preift it by force off armes, that we wer dryven to great 
extramiteys, by lofs of our princes, our noblemen, and a good part of our cuntrey, 
fa that experience taught ws that our owne ftrength was f{carfe fufficient to withftand 
the force of England. The Frenche zour auncient enemyes, confidering well how 
nature had fa placed ws in a iland with zow, that na nation was able fa to annove 
England as we being enemyes, foucht to joine ws to theym in ligue, tending by that 
meane to detourne zour armyes from the invafion off France, and occupy zow in the 
defence off zour country at hame, offering for that effect to beftowe fome charges 
upon ws, and for compafling off theyr purpos, choyfed a tyme to propone the mater, 
quhen the frefche memory off injuris lately receaved at zour hands, was fa depely 
prented on our hartes, that all our myndes were ocupyed how to be revengrd, and 
arme ourfelfes with the powar off a forayne prince againft zour enterprifes thereafter. 

Tuts wes the beginning off our confederacy with France. At quhilk tyme, our 
cronicles maks mention, that fome of the wyfeft forefaw the perril, and {mall frute 
fhould redound to ws thereof at Jenth: zit had affection fa blinded jugement, that 
the advife of the maift part owercame the beft. The maift part of all querells be- 
twixt ws fince that tyme, at leaft quhen the provocation came on our fyde, hes ever 
fallen out by theyr procuremant rather than any one caus off our felfes : and quhen- 
faever we brack the peace, it come partly by theyr intyfements, partly to efchew 
the conqueft intended by that realm. But now hes God’s providence fa altered the 


cafe, zea changed it to the plat contrary, that now hes the Frenfche taken zour 


place, and we, off very jugement, becum difvrous to have zow in theyr rowme. 
Our eyes are opened, we efpy how uncareful they have been of our weile at all 
tymes, how they made ws ever to ferve theyr turne, drew us in maift dangerous weys 
for theyr commodite, and neverthelefs wad not ftyck, oft tymes, againft the natour 
of the ligue, to contrak peace, leaving ws in weyr. We fee that their fupport, 
off late zeres, wes not grantit for any affection they bare to ws, for pytie they had 
off our eftate, for recompente off the lyke friendfhip fchawin to theym in tyme cff 
theyr affliGtiones, but for ambition, and infaciable cupidite to reygne, and to mak 
Scotland ane acceflory to the crown of France. ‘This was na friendly office, but 
mercenary, craving hyre farre exceeding the proportion of theyr deferving ; a hale 
realm for the defence of a part. We fee theym manifefily attempt the thing we fuf- 
pected off zow ; we feared ze ment the conqueft off Scotland, and they are planely 
fallen to that work; we hated zow for doubt we had ze ment evill towards ws, and 
fall we love theym, quhilks bearing the name off frends, go about to bring ws in maift 
vile fervitude? Gif by zour frendly fupport at this tyme, ze fall declare that not 
only fute ze not the ruyne off our country, but will preferve the libertie thereof 
from conqueft by flrangeares, fall not the occafion of all inimity with zow, and 
ligue with theym, be taken away? The caufes being removed, how fall the effectes 
yemane? The fear of conqueft made ws to hate zow and love theym, the cals chan- 
ged, quhen we fce theym planely attempt conqucft, and zow fchaw ws frendfhip, 
fall we not hate theym, and favour zow? Gif we have fchawne fa great conftunce, 


continuing fa mony zearces in amity with theym, off quhome we had fa {mall ie 
modite, 
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modite, quhat fall move us to breake with zow, that off all nationes may do ws 
greateft plefour? 

Bur ze will fay, this mater may be reconcyled, and then frends as off before. 1 
think weill peace is the end of all weyr, but off this ze may be affured, we will 
never fa far truft that reconciliation, that we wil be content to forgo the ametye 
of England, nor do any thing may bring ws in fufpicion with zow. Giff we 
wold, at any tyme to pleafe theym, break with zow, fhould we not, befydes the 
loffe off eftimation and difcrediting of ourfelfes, perpetually expone our common 
weill to a maift manifeft danger, and becum a pray to theyr tyranny ? Quhais aid 
could we implore, being deftitute of zour friendfhip, gif they off new wald attempt 
theyr formar enterprife? Quhat nation myght help ws giff they wald, or wald 
giff they myght? and it is lyke eneuch, they will not ftick hereafter to tak theyy 
tyme off ws, quhen difplefour and grudge hes taken depe rute on baith fydes, fer 
ing ambition has fa impyrit ower their reafon, that before we had ever done 
thing myght offend theym, but by the contrary pleafed theym by right and wrang, 
they did not {tick to attempte the fubverfion of our haleftate. I wald ze fhould not 
efteme ws fa barayne of jugement, that we cannot forefe our awne perril; or fa 
foolifche, that we will not ftudy by all gode means to entertayne that thing may 
be our fafetye; quhilk confiftes all in the relaying of zour frendfhips. I pray zow 
confider in lyke cafe, when, in the days of zour princes off maift noble memor 
king Henry the VIII. and king Edward the VI. meanes wer opened off amitye be- 
twixt baith realms; was not at all tymes the difference of religion the onely ftay 
they wer not embraced? Did not the craft of our clergy and power of theyr 
adherents fubvert the devifes of the better fort? But now has God off his mer- 
cy removed that block furth off the way: now is not theyr practife lyke to tak 
place any mare, when we ar comme to a conformity off doétrine, and profes the 
fame religion with zow, quhilk I take to be the ftrayteft knot off amitye can be 
devifed. Giff it may be alleged, that fome off our countrymen, at ony tyme, 
violated theyr promis; giff ze liff to way the circumftances, ze fall fynd the 
promis is rather brought on by neceflite, after a great owerthraw off our men, 
then comme off fre will, and tending over to our great incommodite and decay 
off our haill ftate, at leift fa taken. ‘But in this cafe, fall the prefervation off our 
libertie be infeperably joined with the keping off promeffe, and the violation off our 
fayth caft ws in mait miferable fervitude. Sa that giff neyther the feare of God, 
reverence of man, religion, othe, promife, nor warldly honeftye wes fufficient to 
bynd ws, yet fall the zeale off our native countrey, the maintenance off ourowne 
ftate, the fafety of our wyftes and childrene from flavery, compell ws to kepe 
promiffe. I am affured, it is trewly and fincerely ment on our part to continew in 
perpetual ametye with zow;; it fall be uttered by our proceedings. Giff ze be as 
defyrous of it as we ar, aflurances may be devyfed, quharby all partyes will be out 
of doubte. There be gode meanes to do it, fit inftruments for the purpos, tyme 
ferves weill, the inhabitants off baith realmes with it, God hes wrought in the peor 
ple’s hartes on bayth parties a certaine ftill agreement upon it, never did, at any 
tyme, fo mony things concurre at ones to knyt it up, the difpofition of a few, 
guhais harts are in Godis hands, may mak up the hale. I hope he quha hes begun 
this work, and mainteyned it quhile now, by the expectation of man, fale perfyte 
it. 

I pray 
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T pray zow, let not zour men dryve tyme in confultation, quhether ze fall fup- 
port ws orno. Seyng the mater fpeaketh for itfelf, that ze mon take upon zow the 
defence off our caus, giff ze have any refpect for zour awne weill. Their preparatives in 
France, and levying of men in Germany, (quheyroff I am lately advertifed) ar not 
altogydder ordeyned for us, ze ar the mark they fhote at; they feke our realme, but 
for ane entrey to zours. Giff they fhould directly fchaw hoftilite .to zow, they 
knaw zo wald mak redy for theyme; therefor they do, by indirect meanes, to blind 
zow, the thing, they dare not as zit planely attempte. “hey feme to invade us to 
th’ end that having affembled theyr hale forces fa nere zour bordours, they may unlok it 
to attack zow: It is ane off theyr ald fetches, making a {chew to one place, to lyghton 
ane other. Remember how covertly zour places about Boulougne were affaizeit, and car- 
ryed away, ze being in peace as now. How the enterprife of Calais was fynely diflem- 
bled, I think ze have not fa fone forgotten. Beware of the third, prevent theyr 
policy by prudence. Giff ze fe not the lyke difpofition prefently in theym, ze fe na- 
thing. It is a grofle ignorance to mifknaw, what all nations planely fpeks off. Tak 
hede ze fay not hereafter, ‘© Had I wift ;” ane uncomely fentence to procede off a 
wyfe man’s mouth. ‘That is onwares chanced on to zow, quhilk zow commonly 
wifled, that this countrey myght be divorfed from the Frenfche, and is fa comme to 
pafs as was maift expedient for zow. For giff by your intyfement we had taken the 
mater in hand, ze myght have fufpected we would have been ontrufty frends, and 
na Janger continued ftedfafte, then perril had appeared. But now, quhen off our 
felf, we have conceyved the hatered, provoked by private injuries, and that theyr 
evil dealing with ws hes deferved our inimitye, let no man doubte but they fall fynd 
ws ennemyes in erneft, that fa ungently hes demeyned our countrey, and at quhais 
hands we can look for nathing but all extremitye, giff ever they may get the upper 
hand. Let not this occafion, fa happely offered, efcape zow? giff ze do, negle&- 
ing the prefent opportunite, and hoping to have ever gode luk comme fleaping upon 
ZOwW, it is to be feared zour enemye waxe to great, and fa ftrang, that afterwards 
quhen ze wald, ze fall not be able to put him down; and then, to zour fmart, af- 
ter the tyme, ze will acknowledge zour error. Ze have felt, by experience, quhat 
harme cometh off overfight, and trufting to zour enemyes promefle. We offer zow 
the occafion, quheyrby zour former lofles may be repayred. Quhilk gif ze let over 
flyde, fuffering ws to be owerrun, quha then, I pray zow, fall ftay the Frenfche, 
that they fall not invade zow in zour own boundes, fick is their luft to reygne, that 
they can neyther be content with theyr fortune prefent, nor reft and be fatisfied 
when they have gode luck, but will ftill follow on, having in theyr awne brayne 
conceaved the image of fa great a conqueft, quhat think ye fal be the end? Is ther any 
of fa {mall jugement, that he doth not forefee already, that theyr hail force fall then 
be bent againft zow ? 

It fal not be amis, to confider in quhat cafe the Frenfche be prefently. “‘Theyr eftate 
is not always fa calme at hame as every man thinketh. And trewly it wes not theyr 
great redines for weyr made theym to tak this mater on hand, at this tyme, but ra- 


ther a vayne truft in their awne policy, thinking to have found ‘na refiftance, theyr. 


opinion hes deceaved theym, and that makes them now amafed. ‘The eftates off 
the empire (as I heare) has futed reftitution off th’ Imperial towns, Metz, Toull, 
and Verdun, quhilk may grow to fome befynes ; and all thing is not a calme within 
theyr awne countrey, the les fit they be prefently for weyr, the mare oportune efteme 
ye the tyme for zow. Giff the like occafion wer oftered to the Frenfche again{t zow, 
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wey, how gladly would they embrace it. “Are ze not efchamed of zour fleuth, to 
{pare theym that hes already compafled your deftruction, giff they wer able? Confi- 
der with your felf quhilk is to be choyfed ? To weyr againft theym out with zour 
realme or within? Giff quhill ze fleape, we fal be overthrowne, then fall they not 
fayle to fute zow in zour awne countrey, and ufe ws as a fote ftole to overloke zow. 
But fome will fay, perhaps, they meane it not. It is foly to think they wald 
not giff they wer able, quhen before hand. the ftick not to giff zour armes, and 
ufurpe the ftyle of zour crown. Then quhat difference there is to camp within zowr 
awne bounds or without, it is manifeft. Giff twa armyes fhould camp in yowr coun- 
try, but a moneth; albeit ye receaved na other harme, zit fhould zowr lofle be grea- 
tar, nor all the charge ze will nede to beftow on our fupport will draw to, befydes 
the difhonour. | 

Ler not men, that eyther lack gode advife, or ar not for perticular refpeéts weill 
affected to the caus, move zow to fubtraét zour helping hand, by alleging things 
not apparent, for that they be poffible. It is not, J grant, unpoffible that we may 
receave conditiones of peace; but I fee lyttle likelyhode that our ennemyes will offer 
ws fik as will remove all miftruft, and giff we wald have accepted others, the mater 
had bene lang or now compounded. Let zow not be moved for that they terme ws 
rebelles, and diffames our juft querell with the name of confpiracy againft our fo- 
verayne. It is hir hyenes ryght we manetayne. It is the liberty off hir realme we 
ftudy to preferve, with the hazard off our lyves. We are not (God knaweth) comme 
to this poynt for wantones, as men impacient of rewll, or willing to fchake off the 
zoke of governement, but ar drawne to it by neceflite, to avoyde the tyranny of 
ftrangeares, feaking to defraude ws off lawful governement. Giff we fhould fuffer 
ftrangeares to plant themfelffes peaceably in all the ftrenthes of our realme, fortify 
the Sey-portes, and maift important places, as ane entre to a plain conqueft, now 
in the minorite of our foverane, beyng furth of the realme, fhould we not be thought 
oncareful off the common weill, betrayares of our native countrey, and evill fub- 


jects to hir majefte ? Quhat other opinion could fche have off ws? Might fhe not 


uftly hereafter call ws to accompt, as negligent minifteres? Giff Strangeares 
fhould be thus fuffered to broke the chefe offices, beare the hail rewll, alter and 
pervert our lawes and liberty at theyr plefour; myght not the people efteem our no- 
blemen unworthy the place of counfalours ? We mean na wyfe to fubtrak our obe-- 
dience from our foverane, to defraud hir hyenes off hir dew reverence, rents and 
revenues off hir crown. We feke nathing but that Scotland may remane, as of be- 
fore, a frerealme, rewlit by hir hyenes and hir minifteres borne men of the fam 5. 
and that the fucceflion of the crown may remane with the lawful blode. 

I wap not ze fould not fa lyttill efteme the friendfhip of Scotland, that ze 
juged it not worthy to be embraced. It fall be na {mall commodite for zow to be 
delivered off the anoyance of fo neir a nyghtbour, quhais inimitye and may more 
trouble zow, then off ony other nation albeit twy({s as puiffant, not lyeng dry marche 
with zow. Befydes that ze fall not nede to feare the invafion off any prince lackyng 
the commodite to invade zow by land, on our hand. Confider quhat fuperfluous 
charges ze beftowe on the fortification and keping of Barwick; quhilk ze may re- 
duce to a mean fowme, having ws to frendes. “Ihe realme of Ireland being of na- 
tour a gode and fertill countrey, by reafon off the continewalld unquietnes and lak 
of policy, ze knaw to be rather a burthen unto zow then great advantage ; and cif 
it were peaceable may be very commodious. For pacification quhayroff, it is not . 
‘onknowne to zow quhat fervice we ar abilltodo. Refu‘e not theyr commoditeys,, 
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befides mony ma quhen they ar offred. Quhilks albeit I ftudy not to amplify and 
dilate, yet is na other countrey able to offer zow the lyke, and as the rather to be 
embraced, for that zour aunceftors, by all meanes, maift erneftly futed our amity, 
and yet it was not theyr hap to come by it. The mater hes almaift caryed me be- 
yond the boundes off a lettre, quharfor I will leave to trouble zow, after I have gee 
ven you this note. I wald wifs that ze, and they that ar learned, fould rede the 
twa former orations of Demofthenes, called Olynthyacz, and confidere quhat coun- 
fall that wyfe Oratour gave to the Athenians his countrymen, ina lyke cafe; quhilk 
hes fo great affinite with this caufe of ours, that every word theroff myght be apply- 
ed to our purpos. ‘There may ze learne off him quhat advife is to be followed, 
when zour nyghtbours hous is on fyre: Thus I bid zow hartely fareweill, From 


Sant Andrews, the 2oth of January, 1559. 


No. If. (Vol. I. p. 196.) 


Part of a letter from Tho. Randolph to Sir William Cecil, from the 
camp before Leith, 29th of April, 1560. 


WILL only, for this time, difcharge myfelf of my promife to the earl of 
i Huntly, who fo defireth to be recommended to you, as one, who with all his 
heart favoureth this caufe, to the uttermoft of his power. Half the words that 
come out of hie mouth were able to perfuade an unexperienced man to fpeak far- 
ther in his behalf, than I dare be bold to write. I leave it to your honour to judge 
of him, as of a man not unknown to you, and will myfelf always meafure my 
thoughts, as he fhall deferve to be fpoken of. With much difficulty, and great per- 
fuation, he hath fubfcribed with the reft of the lords to join with them in this ac- 
tion ; whatfomever he can invent to the furtherance of this caufe, he hath promifed 
to do, with folemn proteftation, and many words; he trufteth to adjoin many to 
this caufe; and faith furely that no man fhall lie where he taketh part. He hath 
this day fubfcribed a bond between England and this nation; he faith, that there 
Was never thing that liked him better. | 


No. IV. (Vol. I. p. 207.) 
Randolph to Cecil, roth Auguft 1560. From Edinburgh. 


INCE the 29th of July, at what time I wrote laft to your honour, I have 
S heard of nothing worth the reporting. At this prefent it may pleafe you to know, 
that the moft part of the nobles are here arrived, as your honour fhall receive their 
names in writing. The earl of Huntly excufeth himfelf by an infirmity in his leg. 
His lieutenant for this time is the lord of Lidington, chofen fpeaker of the parlia- 
ment, or harangue-rmaker as thefe men term it. The firft day of their fitting in 
parliament will be on ‘Thurfday next. Hitherto, as many as have been prefent of 
the lords have communed and devifed of certain heads then to be propounded, as, 
who fhall be fent into France, who into England. It is much eafier to find them 
than the other. It feemeth almoft to be refolved upon that for England the 
Mafter of Maxwell, and laird of Lidington. For France, Pitarrow and the Juf- 


tice Clerk, Alfo they have confulted whom they think meeteft to name for the 
M m2 - XXIV. 


An Original, 
Paper Office. 
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XXIV. of the which the XII counfellors muft be chofen. They intend, very 
fhortly, to fend away Dingwall the herald into France, with the names of thofe they 
fhall chufe ; and alfo to require the king and queen’s confent unto this parliament. 
They have devifed how to have the contract with England confirmed by authority 
of parliament; how alfo to have the articles of the agreement between them and 
their king and queen rat.fied. Thefe things yet have only been had in communica- 
tion. For the confirmation of the contract with England I have no doubt; for that 
IT hear many men very well like the fame, as the earl of Athol, the earl of Suther- 
lan?, the L. Glamis, who dined yeftcrday with the lord James. The L. James 
requefted me this prefent day to bring the contract unto him, I intend alfo, this day, 
to fpeak unto the L. Gray, in our L. Gray’s name, for that he promifed in my 
hearing to fubfcribe, and then prefently would have done it, if the contract could have 
been had. For the more affurance againft all inconvenients, I would, befides that, 
that I truft it fhall be ratify’d in parliament, that every nobleman in Scotland had put 
his hand and fet his fea], which may always remain as a notable monument, tho’ the act 
of parliament be hereafter difannulled. If it might, therefore, ftand with your advice, 
that the lords might be written unto, now that they are here prefent to that effect, or 
that I might receive from your Hon‘, fome earneft charge to travel herein, I doubt 
not but it would ferve to good purpofe. If it might be alfo known with what fubftan- 
tial and effectious words or charge you defire to have it confirmed, I think no great 
dificulty would be made. ‘The Earl Marfhal has oft been moved to fubfcribe, he 
ufeth mo delays than men judged he would. His fon told me yefterday, that he 
would fpeak with me at lcifure, fo did alfo Drumlanrick ; I know not to what pur- 
pofe: I have caufed lord James to be the carnefter with the L. marfhal, for his 
auctority’s fake, when of late it was in confultation by what means it might be 
wrought, that the amity between thefe two realms might be perpetual ; and among 
diverfe men’s opinion, one faid that he knew of no other, but by making them both 
one, and that in hope of that mo things were done, than would otherwife have ever 
been granted ; the earl of Argyll advifed him earneftly to ftick unto that, that he 
had promifed for it, that it fhould pafs his power and all the crafty knaves of his 
counfel, (Iam bold to ufe unto your H. his own words) to break fo godly a 
purpofe. This talk liked well the affifters, howfomever it pleafed him to whom it 
was fpoken unto. ‘The barons, who in time paft have been of the parliament, 
had yefterday a convention among themfelves in the church, in very honeft and quiet 
fort; they thought it good to require to be reftored unto their ancient liberty, to 
have voice in parliament. They prefented that day a bill unto the lords to that ef- 
fect, a copy whereof fhall be fent as foon as it can be had. It was anfwered unto 
gently, and taken in good part. It was referred unto the lords of the articles, when 
they are chofen, to refolve thereupon. Here follows a long paragraph ecncerning 
the fortificaticns of Dunbar, &c. This prefent morning, wz. the gth, I under- 
ftood, that the lords intended to be at the parliament, which caufed me fomewhat 
to itay my letter, to fee what I could hear or learn worth the reporting unto your 
Hon’. The lords, at ten of the clock, affemblcd themfelves at the palace, where 
the duke lieth; from thence they departed towards the tolbooth, as they were in 
dignity. Each one being fet in his feat, in fuch order as your H. thall receive 
them in this fcroll. The crown, the mace, the fword, were laid in the queen’s feat. 
Silence being commanded, the L. of Lidington began his oration. He excufed his 
infuficiency to occupy that place. He made a brief difcourfe of things paft, and of 
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what neceflity men were forced unto for the defence of their country, what remedy 
and fupport it pleafed God to fend them in the time of their neceffity, how much 
they were bound heartily to acknowledge it, and to requite it. He took away the 
perfuafion that was in many men’s minds that lay back, that mifdeemed other things 
to be meant than was attempted. He advifed all eftates to lay all particulars apart, 
and to bend themfelves wholly to the true fervice of God and of their country. 
He willed them to remember in what ftate it had been of long time for lack of 
government, and exercife of juftice. In the end, he exhorted them to mutual amity 
and hearty friendfhip, and to live with one another as members all of one body.— 
He prayed God long to maintain this peace and amity with all princes, efpecially 
betwixt the realms of England and Scotland, in the fear of God, and fo ended. The 
clerk of regilter immediately ftood up, and afked them to what matter they would 
proceed: It was thought neceflary, that the articles of the peace*fhould be confirmed 
with the common confent, for that it was thought neceflary to fend them away with 
{peed into France, and to receive the ratification of them as foon as might be. 
The articles being read, were immediately agreed unto: A day was appointed to 
have certain of the nobles fubfcribe unto them, and to put to their feals, to be fent 
away by a herald, who fhall alfo bring the ratification again with him. The ba- 
rons, of whom I have above written, required an anfwer to their requeft, fomewhat 
was faid unto the contrary. The barons alledged for them cuftom and authority. 
It was in the end refolved, that there fhould be chofen fix to join with the lords of 
the articles, and that if they, after good advifement, fhould find it right and neceflary 
for the commonwealth, it fhould be ratify’d at this parliament for a perpetual law. 
The lords proceeded immediately hereupon, to the chufing of the lords of the arti- 
cles. The order is, that the lords fpiritual chufe the temporal, and the temporal the 
fpiritual, and the burgefles their own. ‘There were chofen as in this other paper I 
have written. This being done, the lords departed and accompanied the duke, all'as 
far as the Bow, (which is the gate going out of the high ftreet) and many down into 
the palace where he lieth. The town all in armour, the trumpets founding, and other 
mufick fuch as they have. ‘Thus much I report unto your highnefs of that that I 
did both hear and fee. Other folemnities have not been ufed faving in times long 
paft the lords have had parliament robes, which are now with them wholly out of 


ufe, 


THE names of as many earls and lords fpiritual and temporal as are aflembled at 
this parliament. 


The duke of Chatelherault. 


Earls: Lords. Lords Spiritual. 
Arran. Erfkine. St. Andrews. 
Argyll. Ruthven. Dunkell. 
Athole. Lindfey. Athens. 
Crawford. | Sommervill. The bifhop of the Ifles, 
Caffils. Cathcart, Abbots and Priors, I 
Marfhall. Hume. know not how many. 
Morton. Livingfton. 
Glencairn. Innermeth. 
Sutherland. Boyd. 


Cathe’ 


Enclofed in 
Randolph’s 
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Farls. Lords. 
Cathnefs. Ogilvy. 
Rothes. Fleming. 
Monteith. Glamis. 
Gray. 
Ochiltrie. 
Gordon. 
The Lords of the Articles. 
Spiritual. Temporal. Barons elected to be 
of the Articles. 
Athens. The Duke. Maxwell. 
Tiles. Argyll. Tillibardine, 
Lord James. Marfhall. Cunninghamhead. 
Arbroath. |  Athole. Lochenvar, 
Newbottle. Morton. Pitarrow. 
Lindoris. Glencairn. Lundy. 
Cowpar. Ruthven. — Ten Provofts of 
Kinrofs. Erfkine. | the chief towns, 
Kilwinning. Boyd. which alfo are 
Lindfay. of the Articles, 


So that with the Superior of St. Andrews, the whole is 36. 


Tr were too long for me to rehearfe particularly the difpofition, and chiefly the 
affeCtions of thefe men, that are at this time chofen Lords of the Articles. May it 
fatisfy your Hon'. for this time, to know that, by the common opinion of men, 
there was not a fubftancialler or more fufficient number of all forts of men chofen in 
Scotland thefe many years, nor of whom men had greater hope of good to infue, 
This prefent morning, viz. the roth, the L. of Lidington, made me privy unto 
your letter; he intendeth, as much as may be, to follow your advice. Some hard 
points there are. He himfclf is determined not to go into France: He alledgeth 
many reafons, but fpeaketh leaft of that, that moveth him moft, which is the 
example of the laft, that went on a more grateful meflage than he fhall carry, and 
{tood on other terms with their prince than he doth, and yet your honour knoweth 
what the world judgeth. 


Petition of the Leffer Barons to the Parliament, held Aug. 1560. 


Y lords, unto your lordfhips, humbly means and fhows, we the barons and 
freeholders of this realm, your brethren in Chrift, That whereas the caufes 


Jetter to Cecil. of true religion, and common well of this realm, are, in this prefent parliament, 


agth Aug. 
3500. 


to be treated, ordereds and eftablifhed, to the glory of God, and maintainance of 
the commonwealth; and we being the greateft number in portion, where the faid 
caufes concern, and has been, and yet are ready to bear the greateft part of 
the charges thereuntill, as well in peace, as in war, both with our bodeis, and 
with our goods; and feeing there is no place where we may do better fervice 
enow than in general councils and parliaments, in giving our beft advice, and reafon, 

: vote 
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vote and counfell for the furtherance thereof, for the maintainance of virtue, and 
punifhment of vice, as ufe and cuftom had been of old by ancient acts of parlia- 
ment obferved in this realm; whereby we underftand that we ought to be heard to 


reafon, and vote in all caufes concerning the commonwealth, as well in counfells as 


in parliaments ;. otherwife we think that whatfomever ordinances and ftatutes be 
made concerning us and our eftate, we not being required and fuffered to reafon 
and vote at the making thereof, that the fame fhould not oblige us to ftand thereto. 
Therefore it will pleafe your lordfhips to take confideration thereof, and of the 
charge born, and to be born by us, fince we are willing to ferve truly to the common 
well of this realm, after our eftate, that ye will, in this prefent parliament, and all 
counfells, where the common well of the realm is to be treated, take our advice, coun- 
fell and vote, fo that, without the fame, your lordfhips would fuffer nothing to be 
pafled and concluded in parliament or councils aforefaid ; and that all acts of par- 
liament made, in times paft, concerning us for our place and eftate, and in our fa- 
vour, be at this prefent parliament, confirmed, approved, and ratified, and act of 
parliament made thereupon, And your lordfhips anfwer humbly befeeches. 

Of the fucecfs of this petition, the following account 1s given by Randolph; Lett. 
to Cecil, 19 Aug. 1560, The matters concluded and paft by common confent 
on Saturday laft, in fuch folemn fort as the firft day that they aflembled, are thefe. 
Firft, that the barons, according to an old aét of parliament, made in the time of 
James I. in the year of God 1427, thall have free voice in parliament, this act pafled 
without any contradiction. 


No. V. (Vol. I. p. 216.) 


A letter of Thomas Randolph, the Englifh refident, to the right wore 
fhipful Sir William Cecil, knt. principal fecretary to the queen’s mae 
jefty. 


43 


I Have received your honour’s letters of the firft of this month, written at Ofyes 9 Aug. 156i. 


in Effex, and alfo a letter unto the lord James, from his kinfman St. Come out Cott. Lib.. 


of France, in this they agree both that the queen of Scotland is nothing changed B: 10. fo. 32+ 


of her purpofe in home coming. I affure your honour that will be a ftout advene 
ture for a fick erafed woman, that may be doubted as well what may happen 
unto her upon the feas, as alfo how heartily fhe may be received when fhe cometh 
to land of a great number, who are utterly perfuaded that fhe intendeth their utter 
ruin, come when fhe will ; the preparance is very {mall whenfoever that fhe arrive, 
fcarfely any man can be perfuaded that fhe hath any fuch thought in her head. I have 
fhewn your honour’s letter unto the lord James, lord Morton, lord Ledington, they. 
wifh as your honour doth, that fhe might be ftayed yet for a fpace, and if it were 
not for their obedience fake, fome of them care not tho’ they never faw her face. 
They travel what they can to prevent the wicked devifes of thefe mifchievous pur- 
pofes of her minifters, but I fear that that will always be found that filij hujus fe- 
culi, they do what they can to ftand with the religion, and to maintain amity with 
their neighbours ; they have alfo need to look unto themfelves, for their hazard is 
great, and that they fee there is no remedy nor fafety for themfelves, but to repofe 
themfelves upon the queen’s majefty, our fovereign’s favours and fupport. F Aaa 
adro 
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abroad they have none, nor many in whom they may truft at home. There are in 
mind fhortly to try what they may be affured at of the queen’s majefty, and what 
they may afluredly perform of that they intend to offer for their parties. This the 
queen of Scotland above all other things doubteth ; this fhe feeketh by all means to 
prevent ; and hath caufed St. Come, in her name, earneftly to write to char e him 
that no fuch things be attempted before her home coming ; for that it is faid, that 
they too already arrived here out of England for the purpofe,- what femblant fom- 


- ever the noblemen do make, that they are grieved with their queen’s refufal, that 


cometh far from their hearts. They intend to expoftulate with me hereupon. I 
have my anfwer ready enough for them. If fhe thruft all Englifhmen out of this 
country, I doubt not but there will be fome of her own that will bare us fome kind- 
nefs. Of me fhe fhall be quit, fo foon as it pleafeth the queen’s majefty my mif- 
trefs no longer to ufe my fervice in this place. By fuch talk, as I have of late had, 
with the lord James, and lord of Lidington, I perceive that they are of mind that 
immediately of the next convention, I fhall repair towards you with their determi- 
nations, and refolutions, in all purpofes, wherein your honour’s advice is erneftly re- 
quired, and fhortly looked for. ‘Whatfomever I defire myfelf, I know my will 
ought to be fubject unto the queen my fovereign’s pleafure, but to content myéelf, 
would God I were fo happy as to ferve her majefty in as mean a ftate as ever poor 
gentleman did, to be quit of this place; not that I doin my heart wax weary of 
her majefty’s fervice, but becaufe my time and years require fome place of more re- 
pofe, and quietnefs than I find in this country. I doubt alfo my infufficience when 
other troubles in this country arife, or ought fhall be required of me to the advance- 
ment of her majefty’s fervice, that either my will is not able to compafs, or my 
credit fufficient to work to that effect, as perchance fhall be looked for at my hands. 
As your honour hath been a means of my continuance in this room, fo I truft that 
{ fhall find that continual favour at your hands, that fo foon as it fhall ftand with - 
the quene’s majefty’s pleafure, I may give this place unto fome far worthier than I am 
myfelf, and in the mean feafon, have my courfe directed by your good advice how 
I may by my contrivance do fome fuch fervice, as may be agreeable to her majefty’s 
will and pleafure. 

THESE few words, I am bold to write unto your honour of myfelf. For the reft, 
where that is wifhed that the lords will ftoutly continue yet for one month, I affure 
your honour that there is yet nothing omitted of their old and accuftomed manner of 
doing, and feeing that they have brought that unto this point, and fhould now pre= 
vail, they were unworthy of their lives. 

I FIND not that they are purpofed fo to leave the matter. I doubt more her mo- 
ney, than I do her fair words; and yet can I not conceive what great things can be 
wrought with forty thoufand crowns, and treafure of her own here I know there is 
no fure or ready means to get it. The lord of Lidington leaveth nothing at this 
time unwritten, that he thinketh may be able to fatisfye your defire, in knowledge 
of the prefent ftate of things here. Whatfomever cometh of that, he findeth it 
ever beft, that fhe come not; but if fhe do come, to let her know, at the firft, 
what the fhall find, which is due obedience, and willing fervice, if fhe embrace 
Chrift, and defire to live in peace with her neighbours. By fuch letters as you have 
laft received, your honour fomewhat underftandeth of Mr. Knox himfelf, and alfo 
of others, what is determined, he himfelf to abide the uttermoft, and other never 
to leave him until God have taken his life, and thus together with what comfort 
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fomever it will pleafe you to give him by your letters, thac the queei’s majefty doth 
not utterly condemn him, or at the leaft in that point, that he is fo fore charged with 
by his own queen, that her majefty will not allow her doing. I doubt not but it will 
be a great comfort unto him, and will content miny others; his daily prayer is for 
the maintenance of unity with England, and that God will never fuffer men to be foe 
ungrate, as by any perfuafion to run headlong unto the deftruction of them, that have 
faved their lives, and reftored their country to liberty. I leave farther, at this time, 
to trouble your honour, defiring God to fend fuch an amity between thefetwo realms, 
that God may be glorified to them of this world —At Edenbourgh the gth of Augutt, 
501. 


No. VI. (Vol. I. p. 224.) 
A letter of Queen Elizabeth to Queen Mary. 


To the right excellent, right high and mighty princefle, our right dear and well- 
beloved fifter and coufin the queen of Scotland. 
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IGHT excellent, right high, and mighty princeffe, our right dear and right 16th of Aug. 


well beloved fifter and coufin, we greet you well. The lord of St. Cofme 156r. 


brought to us your letters, dated the 8th of this prefent at Abbeville, whereby ye Paper Office 
fignify, that although by the anfwer brought to you by Monfieur Doyzell, ye might from a Copy. 


have had occafion to have entred into fome doubt of our amity, yet after certain pur- 
poles pafled betwixt you and our ambaflador, you would affure us of your good mcan- 
ing to live with us in amity, and for your purpofe therein ye require us to give credit 
to the faid St. Co‘me. We have thereunto thuught good to anfwer as followeth. 
The fame St. Cofme hath made like declaration unto us on your part, for your excufe 
-in not ratifying the treaty, as yourfelf made to our ambaflador, and we have briefly 
anfwered to every the fame points, as he can fhew you; and if he fhall not fo do, 
yet leaft in the meane feafon you might be induced to think that your reafons has fa- 
tished us, fomerally we aflure you, that to our requefts your anfwer cannot be re- 
puted for a fatisfaction. For we require no benefit of you, but that you will perform 
your promife whercunto you are bound by your feal and your hand, for the refufal 
whereof we fee no reafon alledged can ferve. Neither covet we any thing, but that 
which is in your own power as queen of Scotland, that which yourfelf in words and 
fpeech doth confefs, that which your late hufband’s our good brother’s ambaffadors 
and you concluded, that which your own nobility and people were made privy unto, 
that which indeed made peace and quietnefs betwixt us, yeathat, without which, no 
perfc¢ét amity can continue betwixt us, as if it be indifferently weighed, we doubt not 
but ye will perceive, allow and accomplith. Neverthelefs, perceiving by the report 
of the bringer, that you mean furthwith upon your coming home, to follow herein 
the advife of your council in Scotland, we are content to fufpend our conceipt of all 
unkindnefs, and do affuxe you that we be fully refolved upon this being performed, 
to unite a fure band of amity, and to live in neighbourhood with you as quietly, friend- 
ly, yea as affuredly in the knot of friendfhip, as we be in the knot of nature and 
blood. And herein we be fo earneftly determined, that the world fhould fee if the 
contrary fhould follow, (which God forbid) the very occafion to be in you and not 
in us; as the ftory witnefleth the like of the king your father, our uncle, with whom 
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our father fought to have knitt a perpetual bond, by inviting to come in this realm to 
York, of which matter we know there remain with us, and we think with you, 
fundry witnefles of our father’s earneft goud meaning, and of the error whereunto 
divers evil councellors induced your father; or finally where it fecmeth that report 
hath been made unto you, that we had fent our admiral to the feas with our navy to 
empeache your paflage, both your fervants do well underftand how falfe that is, 
knowing for a truth that we have not any more than two or three {mall barks upon 
the feas, to apprehend certain pirates, being thereto entreated, and almoft compelled, 
by the earneft complaint of the ambaflador of our good brother the king of Spain, 
made of certain Scottifhmen haunting our feas as pirates, under pretence of Ictters of 
marque, of which matter alfo we carneftly require you, at your coming to your realme, 
to have fome good confideration, and the rather for re{pect that ought to be betwixt 
your realme and the countries of us, of France, of Spain, and of the houfe of Bur- 
gundy. And fo, right excellent, right high and mighty princefs, we recommend us 
to you with moft earncft requeft, not to neglect thefe our friendly and fifterly offers 
of friendfhip, which, before God, we mean and intend to accomplifh. Given under 
our fignet at Hen) ngham the 16th of Auguft, in the third year of our reign. 


No. VII, (Vol. I. p. 253.) 


A letter of Randolph to the right honourable Sir William Cecil, knight, 
principal fecretary to the queen’s majetty. | 


F late, until the arrival of monfieur la Croch, I had nothing worth the writing 


f . 
r5th OF May, unto your honour.—Before his coming, we had fo little to hint upon, that we 


63. : 
. 4 of: did nothing but pafs our time in feafts, banquetting, mafking, and running at the 
oe he ae ring, and fuch like. He brought with him fuch a number of letters, and fuch abun- 
ginal. ™ dance of news, that for the {pace of three days, we gave ourfelves to nothing elfe but 


to reading of writings, and hearing of tales many fo truely reported, that they might 
be compared to any that ever Luciane did write de veris narrationibus. Among all 
his tidings, for the moft affured, I fend this unto your honour as an undoubted truth, 
which is, that the cardinal of Lorraine, at his being with the emperor, moved a mar- 
riaze between his youngeft fon, the duke of Auftruche, and this queen; wherein he 
hath fo far travailed, that it has already come unto this point, that if fhe find it good, 
the faid duke will out of hand fend hither his embaflador, and farther proceed to 
the confummation hereof, with as convenient fpeed as may be; and tothe intent her 
mind may be the better known, la Croch is fent unto her with this meflage from the 
cardinal, who hath promifed untothe emperor, to have word again before the end of 
May ; and for this caufe laCroch is ready for his departure, and his letters writing 
both day and night. ‘This queen being before advertized of his towardnefs, by many 
means, hath fought far off, to know my lord of Murray’s mind herein, but would 
never fo plainly deal with him, that he could learn what her meaning is, or how fhe 
is bent. She ufeth no man’s council, but only this man’s that laft arrived, and af- 
furedly until the L. of Lidington’s return, fhe will do what fhe can to keep that 
fecret, and becaufe refolution in his abfence cannot be taken, fhe will, for this time, 
return la Croch with requeft, to have longer time to devife; and after, with the 
moft fpeed fhe can, fhe fully purpofeth to advertize him, I mean her uncle the cardi- 


nal, 
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nal, of her mind. Of this matter the L. of Lidington is made privy. I know 
not whether by fome intelligence that he had before his departure, or fince his arrival 
in France, divers letters have pafled between her grace and him, whereof as much as 
it imported not greatly the knowledge of, was ccmmunicatcd to fome, as 
much as was written in fypher, is kept unto themielves. Whether alto thie 
L. of Lidington hath had any conferrence with the Spenifh ambatlador in England 
of this matter, or any like, I leave it unto your honour’s gocd means, to get truc 
knowledge thereof. Gueffes or furmizes in fo grave matters, I would be loth to 
write for verities. This alfo your honour may take for truth, that the emperor 
hath offered with his fon, for this queen’s dower, the county of Tyroll, which is taid 
to be worth 30,000 franks by year, Of this matter alfo, the ringrare wrote a letter 
unto this queen, out of France, not long fince. This is all that prelently I can 
write unto your honour hereof, as I can come by farther knowledge, your honour 
fhall be informed. 


I Have received your honour’s writings by the Scottifh man, that Jaft came into | 


thefe parts, he brought alfo letters unto this queen from the L. of Lidington, their 
date was old, and contained only the news of France. I perceive, divers ways, that 
Newhaven is forre clofed, but I am not fo ignorant of their nature, but that I know 
they will fay as much as they daredo, I will not fay as the proverb doth, ‘ canis ti- 
¢ midus fortius latrat.2 From hence I do aflure them, what means fomever they 
make, or how pitiful fomever their mone be, they are like to receive but {mall com- 
fort, for all theirlong alle. We ftand daily in doubt what friendfhip we fhall need 
ourfelf, except we put better order unto our mifiuled papifts, than yet we do, or 
know how to bring to pafs, that we may be void of their comber. 

To morrow, the 15th of this inftant, the queen departeth of this town, towards 


_Edenbourgh. If my hap be good, you fhall thoroughly hear fome merry tidings of 


the Bp. of St. Andrews; upon Wednefday next he fhall be arreigned, and five 
other priefts, for their maffing at Eafter laft. Thus moft humbly I take my lcave; 
at St. Andrews the 15th of May, 1563. . 


No. VII. (Vol. I. p. 261.) 


Letter of Randolph to the right honourable Sir William Cecil, knight, 
principal fecretary to the queen’s majelty. ° 


AY it pleafe your honour, the 7th of this inftant, Rowlet, this queen’s fecre- rothof April, 


tary, arrived here; he reporteth very honeftly of his good ufage, he brought 


1563. 


with him many letters unto the queen that came out of France, full of lamentation Paper Office — 
and forrow. She received from the queen mother two lettcrs, the one contained from the Ort- 


only the rehearfal of her griefs, the other fignify the ftate of France as then it was, 
in what fort things were accorded, and what farther was intended for the appealing 
of the difcords there, not miftrufting but that if reafon could not be had at the queen 
of England’s hands, but that the realm of France fhould find her ready and willing 
to fupport and defend the right thereof, as by friendfhip and old alliance between the 

two realms fhe is bound. 
How well thefe words do agree with her doings, your honour can well confider, 
and by her writings in this fort unto this queen, (which I aflure your honour is true) 
Nn 2 you 
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you may affuredly know, that nothing fhall be left undone of her part, that may 
move dekate or controverfie between this queen and our fovereign. 

Ir was much muled at by the queen herfelf, h -w this new kindnefs came about, 
that at this time fhe received two long letters written all with her own hand, faying, 
all the time fince her return fhe never received half fo many lines, as were in one of 
the letters, which I can myfelf teftify by the queen’s own faying, and other good af- 
furance, where hitherto I have not been deceived. I can alfo farther affure your ho- 
nour, that this queen hath fayd that ihe knoweth now, that the friendfhip of the 
queen’s majefty my fovereign may ftand her more in ftead, than that of her good 
mother in France, and as {he is defirous of them both, fo will fhe not lofe the one 
fortheother. I may alfo farther aflure your honour, that whatfomever the occafion 
is, this queen hath fome what in her heart that will burft out in time, which will ma- 
nifeft that fome unkindnefs hath pafled between them, that will not be eafy forgotten. 
In talk fometimes with myfelf, fhe faith that the queen mother might have uled the 
matter otherwife than fhe hath done, and doth much doubt wisat fhall be the fuccefs 
of her great defire to govern alone, in all things to have her will. Seeing then that 
prefently they ftand in fuch terms one with the other, I tho’t it better to confirm her 
in that mind, (this queen I mean) than to {peak any word that might caufe ker to 
conceive better of the other. And yet I am affured fhe fhall receive as friendly let- 
ters, and as many good words from this queen, as the other did write unto her. 
Whether the queen mother will {peak any thing unto the L. of Lydington of that 
purpofe, fhe did write unto this queen of, I know not, but if fhe do, I think it hard 
if your honour can get no favour thereof, at his return, or I perchance by fome means 
here. It may, perchance, be written only by that queen, to try what anfwer this 
queen will give, or underftand what mind fhe beareth unto the queen’s majefty our 
fovereign. The queen knoweth now that the earl Bothewell is fent for to London. 
She caufed a gentleman of hers to enquire the caufe; I anfwered, that I knew none 
other, but that his takers were in controverfy who took him, and that it fhould be 
judged there. I know that fhe thinketh much that he is not fent into Scotland. Itis 
yet greatly doubted that if he were here, he would be referved for an evil inftrument. 
Lf the lord of Lidington have not been plain with your honour herein, he is in the 
wrong to thofe who are his friends here, but moft of all to himfelf. There comesa 


‘wulture in thisrealm, if ever that man come again into credit, 


No. IX. (Vol. I. p. 269.) 


The oration made by William Maitland of Lethington, younger fecretary 
for the time, in the parliament holden by our fovereign the king’s mo- 
ther, queen of this realm for the time, the time of the reftitution of 
Umdauile Matthew Earl of Lenox. | 


Y¥ lords and ethers here convened. Albeit, be that it has pleafed her majefty 

moft gracioufly to utter unto you, by her own mouth, ye may have fufficiently 

conceived the caufe of this Ppa prefent affembly ; yet having her majefty’s com- 

mandment to fupply my Lord Chancellor’s place, being prefently as ye fee deceafed, 
i am willed to exprefs the fame fomewhat more at large. 


Notrour 
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Norour it is, how, in her Highnefs’s minority, a procefs of forfaltour was 
decreed azainft my Lord of Lennox, for certain offences alledged commitied by him, 
fpecified in the dome and cenfement of Parliament given thereupon; by reafon 
whereof he has this long time been exiled, and abfent forth of his native country, 
how grievous the fame has been unto him, it has well appeared by d vers his fuites, 
fundry ways brought unto her Majefty’s knowledge, not only containing moft humble 
and due fubmiftion, but always bearing witnefs of his gaod devction to her Majefty 
his natural princefs, and earneft affeClion he had to her Highnefs moft humble 
fervice, if it fhould pleafe her Majefty of her clemency to make him able to enjoy 
the benefht of a fubject; many refpects might have moved her Highnels favourably 
to incline to his requelt, as the antiency of his houfe, and the firname he bears, 
the honour he has to appertain to her majefty by affinity, by reafon of my Lady 
Margaret her highnefs’s aunt, and divers other his good confiderations, as alfo the 
effcctuous requeit of her good fifter the Queen’s Majefty of England, whofe earneit 
commendation was not of leaft moment, befides that of her own natural, her ma- 
jelly has a certain inclination to pity the decay of noble houfes, and as we heard, by 

er own report, has a great deal more pleafure to be the inflrument of the uphold, 
maintenance, and advancement of the antient blood, than to have matter miniitred 
of the decay or overthrow of any good race. Upon ths occafion, her majeity the 
more tenderly looked upon his requeft, and her good fifter the Qucen of England’s 
favourable letter, written for recommendation of his caule, in conlideration whereof 
not only has fhe granted unto him her letter of reftitution, by way of grace, but 
alfo lifcenfed him to purfue, by way of reduCion, the remedies provided by the law 
for fuch as think themfelves grieved by any judgment, unorderly led, and to have the 
procefs reverfed ; for examination whereof, it has pleafed her majefty prefently to 
allemble you the three eftates of this her realme, by whofe advice, deliberation, and 
decifion at her majefty’s mind, to proceed forward upon his complaints, as the 
merits of the caufe, laws of the realm, and practice obferved in fuch cafes, will 
bear cut. The fum of all your proceedings at this time, being by that we have 
heard, thus as it were pointed out, I might here end, if the matter we have in hand 
gave me not occafion to fay a few more words, not far different from the fame fub- 
jest, wherein I would extend the circumftances more largely. If I feared not to 
offend her highnefs, whofe prefence and modeft nature abhors long {peaking and 
adulation, and fo will compel me to fpeak fuch things, as may fcem to tend to any 
good and perfect point; and leaft it fhould be compted to me, as that I were obli- 
vious, if | fhould omit to put you in remembrance, in what part we may accept this, 
and the like demonftrations of her gentill nature; whofe gracious behaviour towards 
all her fubjects, in general, may ferve for a good proof of that felicity, we may 
look for under her happy government, fo long as it fhall pleafe God to grant her 
unto us; for a good harmony to be had in the common weill, the offices between 
the prince and the fubjects muft be reciprocque; as by her majelly’s prudence we 
enjoy this prefent peace with all foreign nations, and quietnefs among yourfelves, in 
fuch fort, that I think juftly it may be affirmed Scotland, in no man’s age that pre- 
fently lives, was in greater tranquility ; fo is it the duty of all us her loving fubjects 
to acknowlege the fame as a moft high benefit, proceeding from the good govern- 
ment of her majefty, declaring ourfelves thankful for the fame, and rendering to her 
majefty fuch due obedience, as a juft prince may look for at the hands of faithful 


and obedient fubjects. I mean no forced nor unwilling obedience, which I know 
| he 
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her nature does deteft, but fuch as proceeds from the contemplation of her mode 
kind of regiment, will for Jove and duty fake produce the truits thereof. A good 
proof have we all in general had of her majetty’s bemigmity thete three years, chat 
fhe has lived in the government over you, andi many of you have largely taited of 
her large liberality and frank dealing ; on the other part her highnefs has had larze 
appearance of your dutiful obedience, fo it becomes you to continue, as we have 
begun, in confideration of the many notable examp!e3 of her clemency above others 
her good qualities, and to abhor and deteft all falfe bruites and rumours, which are 
the moft peflilent evils that can be in any common weil, and the fowers and inven- 
tors thereof. Then may we be wei! aflured to have of ber an moft gracious princelle, 
and fhe moft faithful and loving fubjects ; and fo both the head and tne members, 
being encouraged to maintain the harmony and accord of the politick bodies, whereof 
J made mention before, as the glory thereof fhall partly appertain to her majefty, fo 


fhall no fmail praife and unfpceakable commodity redound therethrough to you all 
univerfally her fubjects. 


No. X. (Vol. I. p. 278.) 


The perils and troubles that may prefently enfue, and in time to come 
follow, to the Queen’s majefly of England, and ftate of this realm, 
upon the marriage of the Queen of Scots to the Lord Darley. 


IRST, the minds of fuch as be affected to the Queen of Scotts, either for her- 

felf, or for the opinion of her pretence to this crown, or for the defire to have 
charge of the form of religion in this realm, or for the difcontentation they have of 
the Queen’s majefty, or her fucceffion, or of the fucceffion of any other befide the 
Queen of Scotts, fhall be, by this marriage, erected, comforted, and induced to 
devife and labour how to bring their defircs to pafs; and to make fome eftimate 
what perfons thofe are, to the intent the quantity of the danger may be weighed ; 
the fame may be compafied in thofe forts either within the realm or wi:hout. 

THE firft are fuch as are fpecially devoted to the Queen of Scotts, or to the Lord 
Darley, by bord of blood and alliance; as firftall the houfe of Lorrain and Guife 
for her part, and the Earl of Lenox and his wife, all fuch in Scotland as be of their 
blood, and have received difpleafures by thé Duke of Chaltlreault and the Hamil- 
tons. ‘The fecond are all manner of perfons, both in this realm and other countries, 
that are devoted to the authority of Rome, and miflike of the religion now received 5 
and in thefe two forts are the fubftance of them comprehended, that fhall take com- 
fort in this marriage. 


NexT therefore to be confidered what perils and troubles thefe kind of men 
fhall intend to this realm. 

First, the general fcope and mark of all their defires is, and always fhall be, to 
bring the Queen of Scotts to have the royal crown of this realm; and therefore, 
though the devifecs may vary amongft themfelves for the compaffing hereof, accord- 
ing to the accidents of the times, and according to the impediments which they fhall 
find by means of the queen’s majefty’s actions and governments, yet all their pur- 
pofes, drifts, devifes, and practices, fhall wholly and only tend to make the queen 
of Scotts queen of this realm, and to deprive our fovereign lady thereof; and in their 
proceedings, there are two manners tobe confidered, whereof the one is far worfe than 
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the other: the one is intended by them, that either from malicious btindnefs in 

religion, or for natural affection to the queen of Scotts, or the lord Darley, do per- 
-fuade themfelves that the faid queen of Scotts hath prefently more right to the crown 
than our fovercign lady the queen, of which fort be all their kindred on both fides, 
and all fuch as are devoted to popery, either in England, Scotland, Ireland, or elfe- 
where; the other is meant by them, which, with le{fs malice, are perfuaded that 
the qucen of Scots hath only right to be the next heir to fucceed the queen’s majefty 
and her iffue, of which fort few are without the realm, but here within, and yet of 
them, not fo many as are of the contrary, and from thefe two forts fha!] the peril 
devifes and practices proceed. From the firft, which imagine the queen of Scots to 
have perpetually right, are to be looked for thefe perils. Firft, is it to be doubted 
the devil will infect fome of them to imagine the hurt of the life of our dear fove- 
reign lady, by fuch means as the devil fhall fuceeft to them, although itis to be 
aliuredly hoped, that almighty God will, as he hath hitherto, gracioufly protect and 
preferve her from fuch dangers. Secondly, there will be attempted, by perfuafions, 
by brutes, by rumours, and fuch like, to alienate the minds of good fubjccts from 
_ the queen’s majefty, and to counciliate them to the queen of Scotts, and on this be- 
half the frontiers and the north will be much folicited and Jaboured. Thirdly, there 
will be attempted caufes of fome tumults and rebellions, fpecially in the north to- 
wards Scotland, fo as thereupon may follow fome open enterprize fet by viol.nce. 
Fourthly, there will be, by the faid queen’s council and friends, a new league made 
with France, or Spain, that fhall be offenfive to this realm, and a furtherance to 
their title. And it is alfo very likely, that they will fet a foot as many pradtices 
as they can, both upon the frontiers and in Ireland, to occafion the queen’s majefty 
to encreafe and continue her charge thereby, to retain her from being mighty or po- 
tent, and for the attempting of all thefe things, many deviles will be imagined, from 
time to time, and no negligence will therein appear. 

From the fecond fort, which mean no other favour to the queen of Scotts, but 
that fhe fhould fuccced in title to the queen’s majefty, is not much to be feared, but 
that they will content themfelves to fee not only the queen’s majefty not to marry, 
and fo to impeach it, but to hope that the queen of Scotts fhall have iffue, which 
they will think to be more pleafible to all men, becaufe thereby the crowns of 
England and Scotland fhall be united in one, and thereby the occafion of war fhall 
ceate; with which perfuafion many peop'e may be feduced, and abufed to incline 
them{elves to the part of the queen of Scotts. 

THe remedies againft thefe perils. 


A Duplicat. 
A fummary of the confultation and advice given by the lords and others oe 
of the privy council. Collected out of the fundry and feveral fpeeches Bic. fo. : 6: 


of the faid counfellors. 


| Lord Keeper, Mr. Comptroler, 
Lord Treafurer, Mr. Vice Chamberlain, 
Derby, Mr. Secretary, 
Earls of Bedford, Cave, 
Leicefter, _ Peter, 
Lord Admiral Mafon, 
Lord Chamberlain, 


P Queftions 
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Queftions propounded were thefe two. 


t+, FIRST, what perils might enfue to the queen’s majefty, or this realm, of the 
marriage betwixt the queen of Scotts, and the Lord Darnly. 
2. What were mect to be done, to avoid or remedy the fame. 


To the Firft. 


The perils being fundry, and very many, were reduced by fome counfellors into 
only one. 

y. Firft, that by this marriage, the queen of Scotts, (bcing not married) a great 
number in this realm, not of the worft fubjects, might be alienated in their minds 
from their natural duties to her majefty, to depend upon the fuccefs of this marriage 
of Scotland, as a mean to eftablifh the fuccetlion of both the crowns in the flue of 
the fame marriage, and fo favour all devifes and practices, that fhould tend to the 
advancement of the queen of Scotts. 

2. Secondly, that confidering the chief foundation of them, which furthered the 
marriage of the lord Darnley, was laid upon the truft of fuch as were papifts, as the 
only me.ns Icft to reftore the religion of Rome, it was plainly to be feen, that both 
in this realm and Scotland, the papifts would moft favour, maintain, and fortify 
this marriage of the lord Darnley, and would for furtherance of faction in religion, 
devife all means and practices that could be within this realm, to difturb the eftate 
of the queen’s majefty, and the peace of the realm, and confequently to atchieve 
their purpofes by force, rather than fail. By fome other, thefe perils have indeed 
many branches, were reduced, though fomewhat otherwife, into two forts, and thefe 
were in nature fuch as they could not be eafily fevered the one from the other, but 
were knit and lincked together, naturelly for maintaining the one with the other. 
The firft of thefe fort of perils was, that by this marriage with the Jord Darnley, 
there was a plain intention to further the pretended title of the queen of Scotts, not 
only to fucceed the queen’s majefty, as in her beft amity fhe had profefled, but that 
to occupy the queen’s eftate, as when fhe was in power, fhe did manifeftly declare. 
~ Tue fecond was, that hereby the Romifh religion fhould be erected, and increafed 
daily in this realm, and thefe two were thus knit together, that the furtherance and 
maintenance of the title ftaid, in furthering of the religion of Rome within this 
realm; and in like manner the furtherance of the fame religion ftood by the title, 
for otherwife the titie had no foundation. : 

Proves of the firft ) And to prove that the intention to advance the title to difturb 
the qucen’s majefty, muft needs enfue, was confidered that always the intention and 
will of any perfon is moft manifeft, when their power is greatcft, and contrary when 
power is fmall, then the intention and will of every perfon is covered and:lefs feen. 
So as when the queen of Scotts power was greateft, by her marriage with the dol- 
phin of France, being afterwards French king, it manifeftly appeared of what mind 
fhe, and all her friends were, ufing then manifeftly all the means that could be de- 
viled to impeach and difpoflefs the queen’s majefty, firft by writing and publithing 
herfelf in all countries queen of England; by granting charters, patents, and com- 
miffions with that ftile, and with the arms of England, both the French and Scotts, 
which charters remain ftill undefaced ; and to profecute it with effect, it is known 
what preparatrons of war were made, and fent into Scotland ; and what other forces 
were allembled in foreign countries; yea, in what manner a fhameful peace was 

made 
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made by the French with king Phillip, to employ all the forces of France, to purfue 
all the matters by force, which by God’s providence, and the queen’s majefty con- 
trary power, were repelled; and afterwards, by her hufband’s death, her fortune and 
power being changed, the intention began to hide itfelf, and altho’ by the Scottith 
queen’s commiffarys an accord was made at Edenbrough, to reform all thofe titles, 
and claims, and pretences, yet to this day, by deJays and cavillations, the ratifica- 
tion of that treaty hath been deferred. And fo now, as foon as fhe fhall fcel her 
power, fhe will fet the fame again abroad, and by confidering of {uch errors as were 
committed in the firft, her friends and allies will amend the fame, and proceed fub- 
ftantially to her purpofe. By fome it was thought plainly, that the peril was greater 
of this marriage with the lord Darnley, being a fubject of this realm, than with the 
mightieft prince abroad; for by this, he being of this realm, and having for the 
caufe of religion, and other refpects, made a party here, fhould encreafe by fo-ce 
with diminution of the power of the realm, in that whatfoever power he could make 
_ by the fa€tion of the papift, and other difcontented perfons here, fhould be as it 
were deducted out of the power of this realm; and by the marriage of a ftranger, 
fhe could not be affured of any part here; fo as by this marriage the fhould have a 
portion of her own power to ferve her turn, and a fmall portion of adverfaries at 
home in our own bowels, always feen more dangerous than treble the like abroad; 
whereof the examples are in our own ftories many, that foreign powers never prevailed 
in this realm, but with the help of fome at home. It was alfo remembered, that 
feeing now before this attempt of marriage, it is found, and manifeftly feen, that in 
every corner of the realm, the faCtion that moft favoureth the Scottifh title, is grown 
ftout and bold, yea feen manifeftly in this court, both in hall and chamber, it could 
not be (but except good heed were fpeedily given to it) by this marriage, and by 
the pra&tice of the fautors thereof, the fame faction would fhortly encreafe, and 
grow fo great and dangerous, as the redrefs thereof would be almoft defperate. And 
to this purpofe it was remembered, how of late in perufing of the fubftance of the 
juftices of the peace, in all the countrys of the realm, fcantly a third was found fully 
affured to be trufted in the matter of religion, upon which ny ftring the queen of 
Scotts title doth hang, and fome doubt might be, that the friends of the earl of Le- 
nox, and his, had more knowledge hereof than was thought, and thereby made avant 
now in Scotland, that their party was fo great in England as the queen’s majefty durft 
not attempt to contrary his marriage. And in this fort, was the fum of the perils 
declared, being notwithftanding more largely and plainly fet out, and made fo ap- 
parent by many fure arguments, as no one of the council could deny them to be but 


many, and very dangerous. 


Second Queftion. 
Tue queftion of this confu&ation was what were meet to be done to avoid thefe 
perills, or elfe to divert the force thereof from hurting the realm; wherein there 
‘were a great number of particular devifes propounded, and yet the more part of them 


was reduced by fome into three heads. 

a. Tue firft thought neceffary by all perfons, as the only thing of the moft moment 

and officiary, to remedy all thefe perrils, and many others, and fuch as without it, 

no other remedy could be found fufficient, and that was to obtain that the queen’s 

majefty would marry, and make therein long delay. 
‘OLe Lie e 
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2. THE fecond was to advance, eftablifh, and fortify indeed the profefln of re- 
ligion, both in Scotland, and in England, and to deminifh, weaken, and feeble the 
contrary. | 

3. Tite third was, to proceed in fundry things, either to difappoint and break this 
intended marriage, or, at the leaft, thereby to procure the fame not to be fo hurtful 
to this realm, as otherwife it will be. 

THE firft of thefe three hath no particular rights in it, but an earneft and unfeigned 
defire and fuite, with all humblenefs, by prayer to Almighty God, and advice and 
council to the qucen’s majefty, that fhe would differ no more time from marriage, 
whereby the good fubjects of the realm might ftay their hearts, to depend upon her ma~ 
jefty, and the iflue of her body, without which no furety can be devifed to afcertain 
any perfon of continuance of their families or pofteries, to enjoy that which other- 
wile fhould come to them. 7 

SECOND, concerning the matters of religion, wherein both truth and policy were 
joined together, had thefe particulars. 

First, whereas of late the adverfaries of religion in the realm have taken occa- 
fion to comfort and increafe their faction, both in England, Scotland, and abroad, 
with a rumour and expeétation that the religion fhall be fhortly changed in this realm, 
by means that the bifhops, by the queen’s majelty’s commandment, have of late dealt 
ftreightly with fome perfons of good religion, becaufe they had forborn to wear cer- 
tain apparel, and fuch like things, being more of form and accidents, than of any 
fubftance, for that it is well known that her majefty had no meaning to comfort the 
adverfaries, but only to maintain an uniformity as well in things external, as in the 
fubftance; nor yet hath any intention to make any change of the religion, as it is 
eftablifhed by laws. It wasthought by all men very nece(lary, forthe fupprefling of 
the pride and arrogancy of the adverfaries, indirectly hereby to notify, by her fpecial 
letters to the two arch-bifhops, that her former commandement was only to retain 
an uniformity, and not to give any occafion to any perfon to misjudge of her majefty, 
in the change of any part of religion, but that fhe did determine firmly to 
maintain the form of her religion, as it was eftablifhed, and to punifh fuch as 
did therein violate her laws. And in thefe points, fome alfo wifhed that it might 
pleafe her archbifhops, that if they fhould fee that the adverfaries continued in taking 
occafion to fortify their faction, that in that cafe they fhould ufe a moderation therein, 
until the next parliament, at which time, fome good, uniform, and decent order 
might be devifed, and eftablifhed, for fuch ‘ceremonies, fo as both uniformity and 
gravity might be retained amongft the clergy. 

THE fecond means was, that the quondam bifhops, and others, which had refufed 
to acknowledge the queen’s majefty’s power over them, according to the law, and 
were of late difperfed in the plague time to fundry places abroad, where it is known 
they ceafe not to advance their faction, might be returned to the tower or fome other 
prilon, where they might not have fuch liberty to feduce and invegle the queen’s 
majefty’s fubjects, as they daily do. 

‘Lue third means was, that where the bifhops do complain that they dare not ex- 
ecute the ecclefiaftical laws, to the furtherence of religion, for fear of the premunire, 
wherewith the judges and lawyers of the realm, being not beft affeGed in religion, 
do threaten them, and in many cafes lett not to pinch and deface them, that upon 
fuch cafes opened, fome covenant authority might be given them, from the queen’s 
majefty, to continue during her pleafure. 

| | 2 THE 
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TRAE fourth was, that there were daily lewd, injudicious and unlawful books in 
-Englith brought from beyond feas, and are boldly received, read, and kept, and efpecially 
in the North, feducing of great numbers of good fubjets, the like boldnefs whereof 
was never fuffered in any other princefs’s time, that fome ftreight order might be given 
to avoid the fame, and that it might be confidered by the judges, what manner of 


crime the fame is, to maintain fuch books, made direétly againft her majefty’s autho- 


rity, and maintaining a foreign power, contrary to the laws of the realm. 

_ Tue fifth was, that where a great number of monks, fryers, and fuch lewd per- 
fons are fled out of Scotland, and do ferve in England, efpecially in the North, as 
curates of churches, and all fuch of them as are not found honeft and conformable, 
may be banithed out of the realm, for that it appeareth they do fow fedition in the 
realm, in many places, and now will increafe their doings. 

- Tue fixth, where fundry having ecclefiaftical livings are on the other fide the fea, 
and from thence maintain fedition in the realm ; that livings may be better beftowed, 
to the commodity of the realm, upon good fubjects. 

THE feventh is, that the judges of the realm, having no fmall authority in this 
realm in governance of all property of the realm, might be {worn to the queen’s 
majefty, according to the laws of the realm, and fo thereby they fhould for confcienceé 
fake maintain the queen’s majefty’s authority. 


THE particulars of the third intention, to break and avoid this marriage, or to di- 
vert the perrils. | 

First to break this marriage, confidering nothing can likely do it, but force, or 
fear of force, it is thought by fome that thefe means following might occafion the 
breach of the marriage. 

1. THAT the earl of Bedford repair to his charge. 

2. THAT the works at Berwick be more advanced. 

3. TuHar the garrifon be there increafed. 

4. THaT all the wardens put their frontiers in order with fpeed, to be ready at an 
hour’s warning. | 

5. THAT fome noble perfon, as the duke of Norfolk, or the earl of Salop, or 
fuch other, be fent into Yorkfhire, to be lieutenant general in the North. 
- 6. THAT preparations be made of a power, to be in readinefs to ferve, either 
at Berwick, or to invade Scotland. ; 

8. THAT prefently the lady Lenox be committed to fome place, where fhe may 
be kept from giving, or receiving of intelligence. 

9g. [Hat the earl of Lenox and his fon may be fent for, and required to be fent home 
by the queen of Scotts, according to the treaty ; and if they fhall not come, then to 
denounce to the queen of Scotts the breach of the treaty, and thereupon to enter with 
hoftility ; by which proceeding, hope is conceived (fo the fame be done in deeds and 
not in fhews) that the marriage will be avoided, or at the leaft that it may be quali- 
fed from many perils ; and whatfoever is to be done herein, is to be executed with 
fpeed, whilft fhe has a party in Scotland that favoureth not the marriage, and be- 
fore any league made by the queen of Scots with France or Spain. 

SomE other allows well of all thefe proceedings, faving of proceeding to hoftility, 
but all do agree in the reft, and alfo to thefe particularities following. 7 

10. THar the earl’s lands upon his refufal, or his fon’s refufing, fhould be feized 


and beftowed in gift or cuftody, as fhall pleafe her majefty, upon good fubjects. 
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11. THAT all manifeft favourers of the earl, in the North, or elfewhere, be in- 
quired for, and that they be, by fundry means well looked to. | 

12. THAT enquiry be made in the North, who have the ftewardfhip of the queen’s 
majefty’s lands there, and that no perfon, deferving miftruft, be fuffered to have 
governance OF rule of any of her fubjects or lands in the North, but only to retain 
their fees, and more trufty perfon have rule of the fame peoples lands. . 

13. THAT all frequent pafl. ges into this realm, to and from Scotland, be reftrain- 
ed to all Scottifh men, faving fuch as have fafe conduct, or be efpecially recommended 
from Mr. Randolph, as favourers of the realm. 

14. THAT fome intelligence be ufed with fuch in Scotland, as favour not the mar- 
riage, and they comforted from time to time. 

is. THaT the queen’s majefty’s houfhold, chamber, and penfioners be better feen 
unto, to avoid broad and uncomely fpeech ufed by fundry againft the ftate of the 


realm. 


Cott. lib. Cal. 


B.g. fol. 218. 


An Orginal. 


46. THAT the younger fon of the earl of Lenox, Mr. Charles, be removed to 
fome place, where he may be forth coming. 

17, THAT confidering the faGtion and title of the queen of Scotts hath now, of 
long time, received great favour, and continued, by the queen’s majefty’s favour here- 
in to the queen of Scotts and her minifters, and the lady Catharine, whom the faid 
queen of Scotts accompted as a competor unto her in pretence of title, it may pleafe 
the queen’s majefty, by fome exterior aGt, to fhew fome remiffion. of her difpleafure 
to the lady, and to the earl of Hertford, that the queen of Scotts thereby may find 
fome change, and her friends put in doubt of further proceeding therein. 

18. THAT whofoever fhall be lieutenant in the North, Sir Ralph Sadler may ac- 
company him. 

19, THAT with fpeed the realm of Ireland may be committed. to a new go- 
vernor. , 

20. FINALLY, that thefe advifes being confidered by her majefty,. it may pleafe 
her to choofe which of them fhe liketh, and to put them in execution in deeds, and 
not to pafs them over in confultations and fpeeches. | 

For itis to be aflured, that her adverfaries will ufe all means to put their intention 
in execution. Some by practice, fome by force, when time fhal] ferve, and no time 
can ferve fo well the queen’s majefty to. interrupt the perils, as now at-the firft, before: 
the queen of Scotts purpofes be fully fettled. 


No. XI. (Vol. I. p. 288.) 


Randolph to the earle of Leicefter, from Edinburgh the 31ft of July, 
1565. 


AY it pleafe your lordfhip, I have received your lordfhip’s letter by my fer- 

vant, fufficient teftimony of your lordfhip’s favour towards me, whereof F 
think my felf always fo affured, that what other mifhap foever befall me, I have 
enough to comfort my felf with; though I have not at this time received neither ac- 
cording to the need I ftand, nor the neceffity of the fervife that I am imployed in, E 
will rather pafs it, as I may with patience, than trouble your lordfhip to be further 
futer for me, when there is fo little hope that any good will be done for me. I doube 
not 
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not but your lordfhip hath heard by fuch information, as I have given from hence, 
what the prefent {tate of this contry is, how th’s queen is now become a married wife, 
and her hufband, the felf fame day of his marriage, made a king. In their defires, 
hitherto, they have found fo much to their contentment, that if the reft fucceed and 
profper accordingly, they may think themfelves much happier, than there is appear- 
ance that they fhall be, fo many difcontented minds, fo much mifliking of the fub- 
jects to have thefe matters thus ordered, and in this fort to be brought to pafs; I never 
heard, of any marriage, fo little hope, fo little comfort as men do talk, was never 
feen, at any time, when men fhould moft have fhewed themfelves to rejoice, if that 
confideration of her own honor and well of her contry had been had as appertained in 
fo weighty a cafe. This is now their fear, the overthrow of religion, the breach of 
amitie with the queen’s majefty, and the deftruction of as many of the nobility as fhe 
hath mifliking of, or that he tiketh to pitch aquarrle unto. To fee all thefe inconve- 
miencys approaching, there are a good number that may fooner lament with them- 
felves, and complain to their neighbours, than be able to find remedie to help them, 
fome atempt with all the force they have, but are too weak to do any good, what is 
required otherways, or what means there is made your lordfhip knoweth; what will 
be anfweared, or what will be done, therein, we are tn great doubt, and though your 
intent be never fo good unto us, yet do we fo much fear your delay, that our 
ruin fhall prevent your fupport when council is once taken. Nothing fo needfull, as 
fpeedy execution. Upon the queen’s majefty, we wholly depend, in her majefty’s 
hands it ftandeth to fave our lives, or to fuffer us to perifh; greater honor her majef- 
ty cannot have, than in that which lyeth in her majefty’s power todo for us; the fums 
are not great, the numbers of men are not many that we defire; many will dayly be 
found, though this will be fome charge; men grow dayly, though, at this time, I 
think her majefty fhall loofe but few; her friends here being once taken away, where 
will her majefty find the like; I fpeak leaft of that which 1 think is mof€ earneftly in- 
tended by this queen, and her hufband, when by him it was lately faid, that he cared 
more for the papifts in England, than he did for the proteftants in Scotland ; if there- 
fore, his hops be fo great in the papifts of England, what may your lordfhip believe 
that he thinketh of the proteftants there; for his birth, for his nurritour, for the honor 
he hath to be of kine to the queen my miftrefs, if in preferring thofe that are the 
queen’s majefties worft fubjects to thofe that are her beft, he declareth what mind he 
beareth to the queen’s majetties felf, any man may oI it is flenderly rewarded, and his 
duty evil forgotten; he would now feem to be indifferent to both the religions, fhe to 
ufe her mafs, and he to come fometimes to the preaching ; they were married with 
all the folemnities of the popifh time, faving that he heard not the mafs; his fpeech 
and talk argueth his mind, and yet would he fain feem to the world that he were.of 


fome religion; his words to all men, againft whom he conceiveth any difpleafure. 


how unjuft foever it be, fo proud and fpitfull, that rather he feemeth a monarch of 
the world, thanhe that, not long fince, we have feen and known the lord Darnley ; 
he looketh now for reverence of many, that have little will to give it him; and fome 
there are that do give it, that think him little worth of it; All honor that may be 
atributed unto any man by a wife, he hath it wholly and fully; all praifes that may 
be fpoken of him, he lacketh not from herfelf; all dignit‘es that fhe can indue him 
with, which are already given and granted ; no man pleafeth her that contenteth not 
kim; and what may I fay more, fhe hath given over to him her whole will, to be 
suled and guided as himfelf beft liketh; fhe can as much prevail with him, in ee 
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thing that is againft his will, as your lordfhip may with me to perfwade that I fhould 
hang my felf; this left dignity out of hand to have been proclaimed kinz, fhe would 
have it deferred untill it were agreed by parliament, or had been himfelf of 21 years 
of age, that though done in his name might have the better authority. He would, 
in no cafe, have it deferred one day, and either then cr never; whereupon this doubt 
is rifen amongeft our men of law whether fhe being clade with a hufband, and her 
hufband not twenty one years, any thing without parliament can be of ftrength, that 
is done between them ; upon Saturday at afternoon, thefe matters were long in de- 
bateing. And before they were well refolved upon, at nine hours at night, by three 
heralds, at found of the trumpet, he was proclaimed king. This was the night be- 
fore the marriage ; this day, Monday at twelve of the clock, the lords, all that were 
in the toun, were prefent at the proclaiming of him again, where no man faid fo much 
as amen, faving his father that cried out aloud God fave his queen, The manner of 
the mariiage was in this fort, upon Sunday in the morning between five and fix, fhe 
was conveycd by divers of her nobles to the chapell ; fhe had upon her back the great 
mourning gown of black, with the great wide mourning hood, not unlike unto that, 
which fhe wore the doulfull day of the buriall of her hufband; fhe was led into the 
chapell, by the earle of Lenox and Athol, and there was fhe left untill her hufband 
came, who alfo was conveyed by the fame lords, the minifter priefts, two, do there 
receive them, the bands are afked the third time, and an inftrument taken by a Notour 
that no man faid againft them, or alledged any caufe why the marriage might not pro 
ceed. ‘The words were fpoken, the rings which were three, the middle a rich dia- 
mond, were put upon her finger; They kneel together, and many prayers faid over 
them, fhe tarrieth out the mafs, and he taketh akifs, and leaveth her there, and went 
to her chamber, whither within a fpace fhe followeth ; and being required, according 
to the folemnity, to caft off her cares and leave afide thofe forrowfull garments, and 
give herfelf toa more pleafant life, after fome pretty refufall, more I believe for maner 
fake than grief of heart, fhe fuffereth them that ftood by, every man that could 
approach to take out a pin, and fo being commited to her ladies, changed her gar- 
ments, but went not to bed, to fignifie to the world, that it was not luft that moved 
them to marry, but only the neceffity of her country, not, if Gcd will long to leaveit 
deftitute of an heir. Sufpicious men, or fuch as are given of all things to make the 
worft, would that it fhould be beljeved, that they knew each other before that they 
came there, I would not your lordfhip fhould fo believe it, the likelihoods are {fo 


te to the contrary, that if it were poflible to fee fuch an at done, I would not be- 
J 


eve it. Afterthe marriage followeth commonly great cheer and dancing: to their 
dinner they were conveyed by the whole nobility; the trumpets found; a largefs 
cried ; mony thrown about the houfe in great aboundance, tb fuch as were happy to 
get any part; they dine both at one table, fhe upon the upper hand, there ferve her 
thefe earls Athole Shower Mortcn, Carvar Craufoord cupbearer; thefe ferve him in 
like offices, earls Eglington, Caffels, and Glencairn; after dinner they danced 
awhile, and then retired themfelves till the hour of fupper; and as they dined fo do 
they fupe, fome dancing there was and fo they go to bed; of all this I have written 
to your lordfhip I am not Oculus teftis, to this, but of the verity your lordfhip 
fhall not need to doubt, howfoever I came by it; I was fent for to have been at the 
fupper, but like a currifh or uncourtly carJe I refufed to be there; and yet that which 
your lordfhip may think might move me much, to have had the fight of my miftrefs, 
of whom thefe eighteen days by juft account I got not a fight, Iam my lord taken by 
all 
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all that fort as.a very evill perfon, which in my heart I do well allow, and like of 
myfelf the better, for yet can I not find either honeft or good that liketh their do- 
ings; I leave at this time further to trouble your lordfhip, craving pardon for my 
long filence, I have more ado than I am able to difcharge, I walk now more abroad 
by night than by day, and the day too little to difcharge myfelf of that which I con- 
ceive, or receive in the night. As your lordfhip, I am fure, is partaken of fuch 
litters as I write to Mr. Secretary, fo that I truft that he fhall be to this, to fave 
me of a little labour, to write the fame again, moft humbly I take my leave at Edia- 
burgh, the Jaft day of July, 1565. 


No. XII. (Vol. II. p. 291.) 


Letter of the earl of Bedford to the honourable Sir William Cecil, knt. 
her majcfty’s principal fecretary, and one of her highnefs’s privy 
council. 


hither, who brought with him the queen’s majefty’s letters containing her full 1565- 
Paper-Office 
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\ FTER my hearty commendations, this day at noon, captain Brickwell came 2d of Sept. 
r 


efolution, and pleafure for all things he had in charge to give information of, fav- 

ing that for the aid of the lords of the congregation, there is nothing determined, 
or at the leaft expreffed in the fame letters, and for that purpofe received I, this 
morning, a letter fubfcribed by the duke, the earl of Murray, Glenesiae: and others, 
craving to be holpen with 300 harquebufyers out of this garrifon, for their better 
defence. And aloeit, I know right well the goodnefs of their caufe, and the queen’s 
majefty our fovereign’s good will, and care towards them; and do alfo undesftand 
that it were very requifite to have them holpen, for that now their caufe is to be in 
this manner decided, and that it now ftandeth upon their utter overthrow and un- 
doing, fince the queen’s part is at the leaft 5000, and they not much above 1c00 ; 
befides, that the queen hath harquebufiers, and they have none, and do yet 
want the power that the earl of Arguyle fhould bring to them, who is not yet 
joined with theirs; I have thereupon thought good to pray you to be a means to 
learn her majefty’s pleafure in this behalf, what, and how, I fhall anfwer them, or 
otherwife deal in this matter, now at this their extreme neceffity. For, on the 
one fide, lyeth thereupon their utter ruin and overthrow, and the miferable fubver- 
fion of religion there ; and, on the other fide, to adventure fo great and weighty a 
matter as this is, (albeit it be but of a few foldiers, for a {mall time) without good 
warraunte, and thereby to bring, peradventure, upon our heads fome wilful warrs,, 
and in the mean time to leave the place unfurnifhed, (having in the whole but.800) 
without any grant of new fupply for the fame ; and by that means alfo, to leave the 
marfhes here the more fubject to invafion, while in the mean feafon new helps are 
preparing ; to this know not | what to fay, or how to do. And fo much more J 
marvel thereof, as that having fo many times written touching this matter, no refa- 
lute determination cometh. And fo between the writing, and looking for anfwer, 
the occafion cannot pafs, but muft needs proceed and have fuccefs. God turn it to 
his glory ; but furely all mens reafon hath great caufe to fear it. Such a pufh it is 
now come unto, as this little fupply would do much good to advance God’s honour, 
to continue her majefty’s great and careful memory of them, and to preferve a great 
any 
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many noblemen and gentlemen. If it be not now helpen, it is gone for ever. Your 
good will and affeCtion that way, I do nothing miftruft, and herein fhall take fuch 
good advice, as by any meansI can. I received from thefe lords two papers inclofed, 
the effect whereof fhall appear unto you. For thofe matters that captain Brickwell 
brought, I fhall anfwer you by my next, and herewith fend you two letters from Mr. 
Randolph, both received this day. By him you fhall hear that the proteftants are 
retired from Edenborough further off. So as I hope your refulution for their aid fhall 
come in time, if it come with fpeed, for that they will not now fo prefently need 
them; and fo with my hearty thanks commit you to God. From Berwick, this 
2d of Sept. 1565. 


No. XIII, (Vol. 1. p. 291.) | : 
The queen to the earl of Bedford. 


65. i] the advertizements lately received from you, with fuch other things as 
Paper Office. 


came alfo from the lord Scrope and Thomas Randolph, and upon the whole 
‘matter well confidered, we have thus determined. We will, with all the fpeed that 
we can, fend to you 30col. to be thus ufed. If you fhall certainly underftand that 
the earl of Murray hath fuch want of money, as the imprefting to him of 10001. 
might ftand him in ftead for the help to defend himfelf, you fhall prefently let him 
fecretly to underftand, that you will, as of yourfelf, let him have fo much, and fo we 
will that you let him have, in the moft fecret fort that you can, when the faid fum 
fhall come to you, or if you can, by any good means, advance him fome part there 
before hand. 
The other 2000]. you fhall caufe to be kept whole, unfpent, if ‘it be not that you 
fhall fee neceflary caufe to impreft fome part thereof to the now numbers of the 


_ 600 footmen, and 100 horfemen; or to the cafting out of wages of fuch workmen, 


as by ficknefs, or otherwife ought to be difcharged. And where we perceive, by 
your fundry letters, the earneft requeft of the faid earl of Murray and his affociates, 
that they might have, at the leaft, 300 of our foldiers, to aid them. And that you 
alfo write, that tho' we would not command you to give them aid, yet if we would 


_ but wink at your doing herein, and feem to blame you for attempting fuch things, 


as you with the help of others fhould bring about, you doubt not but things would 
do well; you fhall underftand for a truth, that we have no intention, for many ref- 
pects, to maintain any other princes fubjects, to take arms againft their fovereign ; 
neither would we willingly do any thing to give occafion to make warts betwixt us 
and that prince, which hath caufed us to forbear, hitherto, to give you any power 
to Jet them be aided with any men. But now, confidering we take it, that they are 
purfued, notwithftanding their humble fubmifiion, and offer to be ordered and tried 
by law and juftice, which being refufed to them, they are retired to Domfrefe, a 
place near our weft marches, as it feemeth there to defend themfelves, and adding | 
thereunto the good intention that prefently the French king pretendeth, by fendin 
one of his to join with fome one of ours, and jointly to treat with that queen, and 
to induce her to forbear this manner of violent and rigorous proceeding againft her 
dubjects, for which purpofe, the French ambaflador here with us hath lately writ- 
¢en to that queen, wherefore anfwer is daily looked for, to the intent in the mean 


time 
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time the faid lords fhould not be oppreffed and ruined, for lack of fome help to de- 
fend them, we are content, and do authorize, if you fhall fee it neceifary for their 
defence, to let them (as of your own adventure, and without notifying that you 
have any direction therein from us) to have the number of 300 foldiers, to be taken 
either in whole bands, or to be drawn out of all your bands, as you fhall fee caufe. 
And to cover the matter the better, you fhall fend thefe numbers to Carlifle, as to 
be laid there in garrifon, to defend that march, now in this time, that fuch powers 
are on the other part drawing to thofe frontiers, and fo from thence as you fhall 
fee caufe to direct of, the fame numbers or any of them may moft covertly repair to 
the faid lords, when you fhall exprefly advertize, that you fend them that aid only 
for their defence, and not therewith to make war againft the queen, or to do any 
thing that may offend her perfon, wherein you fhall fo precifely deal with them, that 
they may perceive your care to be fuch as if it fhould otherwife appear, your dan- 
ger fhould be fo great, as all the friends you have could not be able to fave you to- 
wards us. And fo we afflure you our confcience moveth us to charge you, fo to 
proceed with them, for otherwife than to preferve them from ruin, we do not yield 
to give them aid of money, or men: And yet we would not that either of thefe 
were known to be our act, but rather to be covered with your own defire and 
attempt. 


No. XIV. (Vol. I. p. 300.) 
Randolph to Cecil, from Edinburgh, 7th Feb. 1565-6. 
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M* humble duty confidered ; what to write of the prefent ftate of the country An Original. 


I am fo uncertain, by reafon of the daily alterations of mens minds, that it 
maketh me much flower than otherwife I would. Within thefe few days, there was 
fame good hope that this queen would have fhowed fome favour towards the lords, 
and that Robert Melvin fhould have returned unto them with comfort, upon fome 
conditions. Since that time, there are come out of France Clernau by Jand, and 
Thorneton by fea; the one from the cardinal, the other from the bifhop of Glaf- 
gow. Since whole arrival neither can there be good word gotten, nor appearance 
of any gcod intended them, except that they be able to perfwade the queen’s ma- 
jefty our fovereign to make her heir apparent to the croun of England. I write of 
this nothing lefs than I know that fhe hath fpoken. And by all means that fhe 
thinketh the beft doth travaile to bring it to pafs. There is a band lately devifed, in 
which the late pope, the emperor, the king of Spain, the duke of Savoy, with di- 
vers princes of Italy, and the queen-mother fufpected to be of the fame confederacy 
to maintain papiftry throughout Chriftiandom; this band was fent out of France 
by Thorneton, and is fub{cribed by this queen, the copy thereof remaining with 
her, and the principal to be returned very fhortlie as I hear by Mr. Stephen Willfon, 
a fit minifter for fuch a devilifh devife ; if the coppie hereof may be gotten, that 
fhall be fent as I conveniently may. Monfieur Rambollet came to this toun upon 
Monday, he fpoke that night to the queen and her hufband, but not long; the next 
day he had long conferences with them both, but nothing came to the knowledge 
of any whereof they intreated, I cannot fpeak with any that hath any hope that 
there will be any good done for the lords by him, though it is faid that he hath very 
good will to do fo to the uttermoft of his power. He is lodged ncar to the court, 
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and Jiveth upon the queen’s charges. Upon Sunday the order is given, whereat 
means made to many to be prefent that day at the mafs, Upon Candlemafs day 
there carried their candles, with the queen, her hufband, the earle of Lenox, and 
carle Athole ; divers other lords have been called together and required to be at the 
mafs that day, fome have promifed, as Caflels, Mongomerie, Seton, Cathnefs, 
Others have refufed, as Fleming, Livingfton, Lindfay, Huntley and Bothel ; and 
of them all Bo:hell is the ftoute{t, but worft thought of ; it was moved in council 
that mafs fhould have been in St. Giles church, which I believe was ra:her to tempt 
men’s minds, than intended indeed: She was of late minded again to fend tobert 
Melvin to negotiate with fuch as fhe trufteth in amongft the queen’s majefty’s fub- 
jects, of whole good willis this way I truft that the bruit is greater than the truth, 
but in thefe matters, her majefty is too wife not in time to be ware, and provide 
for the worft; fome in that country are thought to be privie unto the bands and 
confedercie of which J have written, whcreof I am fure there is fome things, 
though perchance of all Ihave not heard the truth; in this court divers quarles, 
contentions, and debates ; nothing fo much fought ds to maintain miichief and dif- 
order, David yet retaineth ftill his place, not without heart grief to many, that fee 
their fovcreign guided chiefly by fucha fellow ; the queen hath utterly refufed to do 
any good to my lord of Argyil, and it is faid that fhall be the firft voyage that the 
will make after fhe is delivered of her being with child ; the bruit is common that 
fhe is, but hardly believed of many, and of this, I can affure you, that there have 
of late appeared fome tokens to the contrary, 


No. XV. (Vol. I. p. 308.) 


Part of a letter from the earl of Bedford and-Mr. Tho. Randolph to 
the lords of the council of England from Barwick,.27th of March, 
1566, An Original in the Cotton Library, Caligula B. 10. fol. 372. 


May it pleafe your Honour:, 


ERING of fo maynie matters, as we do, and fyndinge fuch varietie in the 

L reportes, we have myche ado to decerne the veritie: which maketh us the 
flower and loother to put any thing in wrytinge, to the entente we wold not that 
your honours, and by you the queen’s majeftie, our fovereicne, fhould not be ad- 
vertifed but of the verie trothe as we can pofible. To this end we thought good 
to fend up captain Carewe, who was in Edinbourge at the tyme of the laft atemp- 
tate, who fpoke there with diverfe, and after that with the qucen’s felf and her 
hufband conforme to that, which we have learned by others, and know by this re- 
porte, we fend the fame, confirmed by the parties felf, that were there prefent and 
aflyfters unto thefe that were executors of the acte. 

THIs we fynde for certain, that the queen’s howfband being entred into a veh- 
ment fufpicion of David,. that by hym fome thynge was commytted, which- was 
moft agynfte to the queen’s honour, and<not to be borne of his perte, fyrfte commu- 
nicated his mynde to George Duglas, ‘who fynding his forrowes fo great fought all 
the means he coulde to put fome remedie to his greiff; and communicating the 
fame unto my lord Ruthen by the king’s commandment, no other waye coulde be 


found 
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found then that David fholde be taken oute of the waye. Wherein he was fo ear- 
neft and daylye preficd the fame, that no refle coulue be had untyll it was put in 
execution. ‘To this that was found good, that the lord Morton and lord Lindfaye 
fould be made previe to th’ intente that theie might have their friends at hande, yf 
neade required ; which caufed them to aflemble fo mayny, as thaie thouzht fuffici- 
ent againit the tyme, that tliis determination of theirs fhould be put in executione ; 
which was determi: ed the ixth of this inftante 3 daies afore the parliament fhould 
begyne, at which time the fayde lordes were aflured, that the erles Argyle, Mor- 
raye, Rothes and their complices fholde have been forfeited, yf the king could not 
be perfuaded through this means to be their friends; who for the defyre he hade 
that this intent fhould take effect th’ one waye, was content to yiclde without all 
diffcultic to t’ other, with this condition, that thaie fholde give their confents, that 
he might have the crowne matrimonial. He was fo impatient to fee thefe things he 
faw, and were daylye brought to his eares, that he dayly preffed the faid lord Ru- 
then, that there might be no longer delaye; and to the intent yt myght be mani- 
fefte unto the world, that he approved the acte, was content to be at the doing of 
that himfelf. 

Upon Saturdaye at night neire unto viir of the clock the king conveyeth himfelf, 
the lord Ruthen, George Duglafs, and two others, throwe his owne chamber by 
the privie ftayers up to the queen’s chamber going to which there is a cabinet 
about xii foot fquare ; in the fame a little low repofing bed and a table, at the which 
theyr were fitting at the fupper the queene, the lady Argiie, and David with his 
capp upon his head. Into the cabinet there cometh in the king and lord Ruthen, 
who willed David to come forth, faying, that was no place for him. The queen 
faid, that it was her will. Her howfband anfwerede, that yt was againft her 
honour. The lord Ruthen faide, that he fholde lerne better his deutie, and offer- 
ing to have taken him by the arm, David took the queen by the blychtes of her 


gown and put himfelf behind the queen who wolde gladlee have faved him: ° 


But the king having loofed his hand, and holding her in his armes, David was 
thruft out of the cabinet thorow the bed chamber into the chamber of prefens, 
whar were the lord Morton, lord Lindfey, who intending that night to have referv- 
ed hym, and the next day to hang him, fo mane being about hym, that bore 
hym evill will, ene thurft him into the boddie with a dagger, and after hyma 
great many others, fo that he had in his bodie above wonds. It is told for 
certayne, that the kinges own dageer was left fticking in him. Wheather he ftuck 
him or not we cannot here for certayn. He was not flayne in the queen's prefens, 
as was faid, but going down the ftayres out of the chamber of prefens. 

THERE remayned along tyme with the queen her howfband and the Jord Ruthen. 
She made, as we he e, great interceffion, that he fhold have no harm. She blamed 
greatlee her howfband that was thee actor of fo foul a deed. It is faid, that he did 
anfwer, that David had more companie of her boddie then he for the fpace of two 
months ; and therefore fcr her honour and his own contentment he gave his confent 
that he fhould be taken away. ‘* It is not” (faythe fhe) ** the woman’s part to feek 
‘© the hufband,” and therefore in that the fault was hisown. He faid that when he 
came, fhe cither wold not, or made herfelf fick. ¢* Well,” faythe fhe, ** you have 
‘© taken your laft of me and your farewell.” Then were pity, fayth the lord Ru- 
then, he is your majefty’s hufband and muft yield dutie to each other. ‘“¢ Why 


“© may I not,” faythe fhe, ‘leave him as well as your wife did her hutband:” 
Pp2 Other 
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Other have done the like. The lord Ruthen faid that fhe was lawfully divorced 
from her hufband, and for no fuch caufe as the king fouad himfelf greve. Be 
fydes this man was mean, baffle, enemie to the nobilitice, fhame to her, and de- 
{traction to herfelf and country. ** Well, faith fhe, that fhall be dvar blude to 
«* fome of you, yf his be fpyle.” God forbid, fayth the lord Ruthen; for the more 
your grace fhowe yourfelf offended, the world will judge the worfe. 

Her hufband this tyme fpeakcth litle, herfelf continually weepeth, The lord 
Ruthen being ill at ea’e and weak calleth for a drink, and faythe, ** This I muft do 
‘swith your majefties pardon,” and perfuadeth her in the beft fort he could, that 
fhe would pacife herfelf. Nothing that could be faid, could pleafe her. 

Iw this mean time there rofe a nombre in the court; to pacifie which there went 
down the lord Ruthen, who went ftrayt to the erles Huntly, Bothwell and Ath-l 
to quiet them, and to aflure them for the king that nothing was intend againft 


them. Thefe notwithftanding taking fear, when theie heard that my lord of Mur- 


ray wold be there the next day, and Argile meet them, Huntly and Bothwell both 
get out of a window and fo depart. Atholl had leave of the king with Flyfh and 
Glandores (who was lately called Dyfley the perfon of Owne) to go where they 
wold, and bring concordie out cf the court by the lord of Lidington. Theie went 
that nizht to fuch places, where they thought themfelves in moft {auftie. 

BeFore the king leaft talk with the queen, in the hering of the lord Ruthen fhe 
was contents that he fhold lie with her that night. We know not how he * * him- 
felf, but came not at her, and excufed hymfelf to his friends, that he was fo fleepie, 
that he could not wake in due feafon. 

THERE were in this companie two that came in with the king; the one An- 
drewe earl of Tawtenfide, whom the queen fayth would have ftroken her with a 
dager, and one Patrick Balentine, brother to the juftice clerk, who alfo her grace 
fayth, offered a dagger againft her belly with the cock down. We have been ear- 
neftly in hand with the lord Ruthen to know the varitie; but he affoureth us of the 
contrarie. There were in the qucen’s chamber the lord Robert, Arthur Arfkin, 
one or two others, They at the firft offering to make a defence, the lord Ruthen 
drawd his dagger, and 4 mo weapons then, that were not drawn nor feen in her 
prefens, as we are by this lord affured. 

(‘he letter afterwards gives an account of the flight to Dunbar-Caftle, whether 
reforted unto the lords Huntly and Bothwell: ‘That the earl of Morton and lord 
Ruthven find themfelves left by the king for all his fair promifes, bonds and fubf{crip- 
tions. That he had protefted before the council, that he was never confenting to 
the death of David, and that it is fore again{ft his will: ** That of the great fub- 
«¢ {tance David had there is much fpoken, fome fay in gold to the value of 11™Z. 

His apparel was very good, as it is faid, 28 pair of velvet hofe. His chamber 
well furnifhed, armour, dagger, pyftoletts, harquebufes, 22 fwords. Of all this 
nothing fpoyld or lacked faving 2 or 3 dagger. He had the cuftody of all the 
queen’s letters, which all were delivered unlooked upon. We hear of a juill, that 
he had hanging about his neck of fome price, that cannot be heard of. He had 


upon his back, when he was flayna night gown of damafk furred, with a fatten 
© dublet, a hofe of ruffet velvet.” 
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No, XVI. (Vol. I. p. 315.) 
Part of a letter from Randolph toCecil, Jan. 16, 1565-6, 


Cannor tell what mifliking of la‘e there hath been between her grace 
and her hufband, he prefleth carneflly for the matrimoniall crown, which 
fhe is loath haftily to grant; but willing to keep foumewhat in ftore, until fhe know 
how well he is worth to enjoy fuch a fovercignity ; and therefore it is thought thet 
the parliament, for a time fhall be deferred, but hereof [can write no certainty. 


From Mr. Randolph’s letter to Secretary Cecil. 


25 


THE juftice-clerk in hard terms, more for his brother’s caufe than any defert, 4.\pnil, 1566, 
and as far as I can hear the king of all other in worlt, for neither hath the Paper Office, 
queen good opinion of him for attempting of any thing that was againft her will, from the ori- 


nor the people that he hath denied fo manifeft a matter, being proved to be done by ginal. 


his commandment, and now himfelf to be the accufer and purfuer of them that did 
as he willed them. This Scott, that was executed, and Murray that was yelterday 
arreigned, were both accufed by him. It is written to me, for certain, by one, that 
upon Monday laft fpoke with the queen, that fhe is determined that the houfe of 
Lennox fhall be as poor in Scotland as ever it was. The earl continueth fick, fore 
troubled in mind; he ftaith in the Abby, his fon has been once with him, and he 
once with the queen, fince fhe came to the caftle. The queen hath now feen all 
the covenants and bands that pafled between the king and the lords, and now findeth 
that his declaration, before her and council, of his innocency of the death of David, 
was falfe; and grievoufly offended that, by their means, he fhould feck to come to 
the crown matrimonial. 


Part of a letter from Randolph to Cecil from Berwick, 25 April, 1566. 


——T'HERE is continually very much fpeech of the difcord between the queen 

and her hufband, fo far that, that is commonly faid and believed of him- 
felf, that Mr. James Thornton is gone to Rome to fue for a divorce between them. 
It is very certain that Malevafier had not fpoken with him within thefe three days. 
He is neither accompany’d nor looked upon of any nobleman; attended upon by 
certain of his own fervants, and fix or feven of the guard; at liberty to do, and go 
where, and what he will, there have no hope, yet among themfelves of quietnefs. 
Davip’s brother, named Jofeph, who came this way with Malevafieur, un- 
known to any man here, ts become fecretary in his brother’s place. 


a 
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| No. XVII. (Wol. I. pe 319.) 


The earl of Bedford to Cecil, 3d Auguft, 1566. 


SET E queen and her hufband agree after the old manner, or rather worfe. She 
eateth but very feldom with him, lieth not, nor keepeth company with him, 
nor loveth any fuch as love him. He is fo far out of her books, as at her going out 
of the caftle of Edinbur.h, to remove abroad, he knew nothing therecf. It cannet 
for modefty, nor with the honour of a queen, be reported what fhe faid of him. 
One Hickman, an Englifh merchant there, having a water-fpanicl which was very 
good, gave him to Mr. James Melvill, who afterwards, for the pleafure which he 
faw the king had in fuch kind of dogs, gave him to the king. “The queen thereupon 
fell marvelloufly out with Melvill, and called him diflembler and fiatterer, and faid 
fhe could not truft one, who would give any thing to fuch one as fhe loved not. 


| The earl of Bedford to Cecil, Auguft 8. 
HE difagreement between the queen and her hufband continueth, or rather 
increafeth. Robert Melvill drawing homewards, within twelve miles of | 
Fdinburg, could not tell where to find the Queen; fith which time fhe is come to 
Edinburgh, and had not twelve horfes attending on her. ‘There was not then, nor 
that I can hear of fince, any lord baron, or other nobleman in her company. The 
king her hufband is gone to Dumfermling, and paficth his time as well as he may ; 
having at his farewell, fuch countenance as would make a hufband heavy at 


the heart. 


Sir John Forfter to Cecil, 8 Sept. from Berwick. 


THE queen hath her hufband in {mall eftimation, and the Earl of Lennox 
came not in the queen’s fight fince the death of Davy. 


~ 


Sir John Forfter to Cecil, 11th Dec. 


THE Earl of Bothwell is appointed to receive the ambaffadors, and all things 

for the chriftening are at his lordfhip’s appointment, and the fame is {carcely 
well liked of the nobility, as is faid.. The king and queen is prefently at Craigmil- 
Jar, but in little greater familiarity than he was all the while paft. 


Advertifements out of Scotland from the earl of Bedford. 


Augut 1366.'T HAT the king and the queen agreed well together two days, after her coming 
Paper Cfice, from —, and after my lord of Murray’s coming to Edenburgh, fome new 
from theeri- difcord has happened. ‘The queen hath declared to my lord of Murray that the — 


ginal. king bears him evil will, and has faid to her, that he is determined to kill him, 
find. 
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finding f.ule that fhe doth bear him fo much company; and in like manner, hath 
willed my lord of Murray to {piere it at the king, which he did a few nights fince in 
the queen’s prefence, and in the hearing of divers. The king confefled, that reports 
were made to him, that my lord of Murray was not his friend, which made him 
fpeak that thing he repented; and the queen affirmed, that the king had fpoken fuch 
words unto her, ard confefled before the whole houfe, that fhe could not be content that 
either he or any other fhould be unfriend to my lord of Murray. My lord of Murray 
enquired the fame ftoutly, and ufed his fpeech very modeftly, in the mean time the 
king departed very grieved; he cannot bear that the queen fhould ufe familiarity 
either with man or woman, and efpecially the ladies of Arguile, Murray, and Marre, 
- who keep maft company with her. My Jord of Murray and Bothwell have been at 


evil words for the L. of Ledington; before the queen, for he and fir James Balfoure - 


had new come from Ledington, with his anfwer upon fuch heads or articles as 
Bothwell and he fhould agree upon, which being reported to the faid earl in the 
qucen’s prefence, made anfwer, that e’er he parted with fuch lands as was defired, 
he fhould part with his life. My lord of Murray faid ftoutly unto him, that twenty 
as honeft men as he fhould lofe their lives ere he reafte Ledington. The queen 
fpake nothing, but heard both; in thefe terms they parted, and fince, that I hear of, 
have not mct. “The queen after her hunting came to Edenburgh, and carryeth the 
prince thence to Sterling with her. This laft Saturday was executed a fervant of 
the lord Ruthven’s, who confefled that he was in the cabinet, but not of council of 
the faét. The queen hath alfo opened to my lord of Murray, that money was fent 


from the pope, how much it was, and by whom, and for what purpofe it was 


brought. 


No. XVII. (Vol. p.  ) 


Part of a letter from Elizabeth to Mary, Feb. 20, 1569. A copy inter- 
lined by Cecil. It contains an anfwer to a complaining letter of Mary’s 


upon the imprifoning of the bifhop of Rofs. 


—. FTER this [i.e. Mary’s landing in Scotland] how patiently did I bear 
with many vain delays in not ratifying the treaty accorded by your own 
commiffioners, whereby I received no fmall unkindnefs, befides the manifold caufe 
of fufpicion that I might not hereafter truft to any writings. Then followed a hard 
manner of dealing with me, to entice my fubject and near kinfman, the lord Darnly, 
under colour of private fuits for land, to come into the realm, to proceed in treaty 
of marriage with him without my knowlege, yea to conclude the fame without my 
~ affent.or liking. And how many unkind patts accompany’d that fact ;_ by receiving of 
my fubjects that were bafe runnagates and offenders at home, and enhanfing them 
to places of credit againft my will, with many fuch like, I will leave, for that the 
remembrance of the fame cannot but be noyfome to you. And yet all thefe did I 
as it were fupprefs and ovércome with my natural inclination of love towards you; 
and did afterwards gladly, as.youknow, chriften your fon, the child of my faid 
kinfman, that had before fo unloyally offended me, both in marriage of you, and in 
other undutiful ufages towards me his fovereign. How friendly alfo dealt I by mef- 


{ages to reconcile him, being your hufband, to you, when others nourifhed difcord 
betwixt 
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betwixt you, who as it feemed had more power to work their purpofes, being evil to 

ou both, than I had to do you good, in refpect of the evil I had received. Well 
I will overpafs your hard accidents that followed for lack of following my council. 
And then in your moft extremity, when you was a prifoner indeed, and in danger of 
your life from your notorious evil willers, how far from my mind was the remem- 
brance of any former unkindnefs you had fhewed me. Nay, how void was I of 
refpect to the defizns which the world had feen attempted by you tomy crown, and 
the fecurity that might have enfued to my ftate by your death, when I finding your 
calamity to be great, that you were at the pit’s brink to have miferably loft your 
life, did not only intreat for your life, but fo threatned fome as were irritated againft 
you, thatI only may fay it, even I was the principal caufe to fave your life. 


No. XIX. (Vol. Lp. 348.) 


Letter Q. Elizabeth to Q. of Scots. Thus marked on the back with 
Cecil’s hand.—Copia Literarum Regie Majeftatis ad Reginam Scoto- 
rum. VAI. Aprilis. 


ADAME, vous ayant trop molefte par M. de Crocq, je n’euffe eu fi peu de 
M confideration de vous fafcher de cette lettre, files liens de charité vers les rui- 
nez, et les prieres des miferables ne m’y contraignaflent. Je entens que un edit a eté 
divulgué de par vous, madame, que ung chafcun, que veult juftifier que ons efté les 
meurttr.ers de votre feu mari, et mon luce coufin, viennent a le faire le x11me de ce 
mois. La quelle chofe, comme c’eft plus honorable et neceflaire, qui en tel cas 
fe pourra faire, ne y eftant caché quelque miftere ou finefle, ainfi le pere et amis du 
mort gentclhomme m’ont humblement requis, que je vous priaffe de prolongue le 
jour, pource qu’ilz cognoiflent que les iniques fe font combinés par force de fuire ce 
que par droiét ils ne pourront pas faire; partant, je ne puis mais finon pour l’amour 
de vous meme, a qui il touche le plus, et pour la confolation des innocens, de vous 
exhorter le leur conceder cette requefte, laquelle, fi elle les feroit nig, vous tourneroit 
grandement en foupcon, de plus que j’efpere ne penfez, et que ne voudriez volontiers 
ouyr. Pour l’amour de Dieu, madame, ufez de telle fincerité & prudence en ce cas 
qui vous touche de fi pres, que tout le monde aye raifon, de vous livrer comme in- 
nocente d’ung crime fi enorme, chofe que fine fiftes, feriez dignement efbloyé hors de 
rancz de princefles, & non fans caufe faite opprobre de vulgaire, et plutot que cela 
vous avienne, je vous fonhaiterois une fepulture honorable, qu’une vie maculeé ; 
vous voiez madame, que je vous traite comme ma fille, et vous promets, que fi j'en 
euffe, ne luy fouhaiterois mieulx, que je vous defire, comme le Seigneur Dieu me 
porte tefmoignage, a qui je prie de bon coeur de vous infpirer a faire ce qui vous fera 
plus ahonneur, et a vos amis plus de confolation, avec mes tres cordialles recom- 
mendations comme a icelle a qui fe fouhaite le plus de bien, qui vous pourra en ce 
monde averir. De Weft. ce 8 jour de Janvicr * en hafte, 


% 


® A miftake in the date correéted with Cecil’s hand VIII©, Aprilis, 


No. 


No. XX. (Vol. I. p. 362.) 
A letter from England concerning the murder of king Henry Darnley. 


AVING the commodity of this bearer Mr. Clark, I tho’t good to write a few E. ofMorton’s 
H words unto you. I have rec’. fome writs from you; and fome I have feen Archieves, 
Yately fent others from you, as namely to the ear] Bedford of the 16'*, of May, J BundleB.No. 
have participat the contents thereof to fuch as I thought meet, this mekle I can affure 75° 
you ; the intelligence given hither by the French was untrue, for there was not onc 
papift nor proteftant which did not confent that juftice fhould be done, be the queen 
my fov". aid and fupport, againft fuch as had committed that abominable ill murder 
in your country ; but to fay truth, the lack & boldnefs did not rife from fuch as 
were called to council, but from fuch as fhould give life and execution thereunto. 
And further, Iaffure you, I never knew no matter of eftate proponed which had fo 
many favourers of al] forts of nations as this had: yea, I can fay unto you, no man 
promoted the matter with greater affection, than the Spanifh ambaffador. And fure 
I am, that no man dare openly be of any other mind, but to affirm that whofoever 
is guilty of this murder, handfafted with advoutre, is unworthy to live. I fhall not 
need to tell you, which be our letts and ftayes from all good things here. You are 
acquainted with them as well as I. Neds ] muft confefs, that howfoever we omit 
occafions of benefit, honour, and furety ; it behoveth your wholenobility, and namely 
fuch as before, and after the murder, were deemed to allow of Bodwell, to profecute 
with fword and juftice the punifhment of thofe abominable acts, though we lend you 
but acold aid, and albeit you, and divers others, both honourable and honeft, be 
well known to me, and fundry others here, to be juftifiable in all their aétions and 
doings ; yet think not the contrary but your whole nation is blemifhed and infamit by 
thefe doings, which lately pafled among you. What we fhall do I know not, neither 
do I write unto you affuredly, for we be fubjeét unto many mutations, and yet I think 
we fhall either aid you, or continue you in the defence and fafeguard of your prince, 
fo as it appear to us that you mean his fafeguard indeed, and not to run the fortune 
of France, which will be your own deftruction, if you be unadvifed. I know not 
one, no not one of any quality or eftate in this country, which does allow of the 
queen your fovereign, but would gladly the world were rid of her, fo as the fame 
were done without farther flander,. that is to fay by ordinary juftice. This I fend the 
23d May. 


No. XX]. (Vol. I. p. 370.) 


Part of a letter from Sir Nicolas Throgmorton to Cecil, rith of July, . 
| 1567, from Berwick, 


—CIIR, Your letter of the 6t Jully, I received the rot at Berwick. Iamforry 4n Original, 

S to fee that the queen’s majefty difpofition altercth not towards the lords, for Paper Office, 
when all is done, it is they which muft ftand her more in ftead, than the queen 
- Vou, I. _ Q4q her 
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her coufin, and will be better inftruments to work fome benefite and quietnefs to her © 
majefty and her realm, than the queen of Scotland which is void of good fame. 


A letter from Sir Nicolas Throgmorton to Cecil from Fafteaftle, rach of 
July, 1567. 


SIR; as yow might perceive by my letter of the 11'» July, I lodced at Faft- 

calile that night, accompanyed with the lord Hume, the lord of Ledington, 
and James Melvin, where I was intreated very well, according to the ftate of the 
place, which is fitter to lodge prifoners then folks at liberty, as it io very littel, fo i¢ 
is very ftrong. By the conference I have had with the lord of Ledington I find the 
lords his aflociates and he hath left nothing unthought of, which may be either to their 
danger, or work them fuerty, wherein they do not forget what pood and harme 
France may do them, and likewife they confider the fame of England; but as fary 
as I can perceave, to be plain with yow, they find more perril to prow unto them 
through the queens majeftys dealing, than either they do by the French, or by any 
gontrary faction amongeft themfelves, for they affure themfelves the queen will leave 
them in the bryers if they run her fortoun, and though they do acknowledge great 
benefit as well to them, as to the realm of England by her majeftys doings at Leith, 
whereof they fay mutually her majefty and both the realms have received great fruit 5 
yet upon other accidents which have chanced fince, they have obferved fuch things in 
her majeftys doings, as have ended to the danger of fuch as fhe hath dealt withal, to 
the overthrow of your own defignments, and little to the fuerty of any party ; and upon 
thefe confiderations and difcourfes at length, me thinketh I find a difpofition in them, 
that either they mind to make their bargain with France, or elfe to deal neither with 


_ France nor yow, but to do what they fhall think meet for their ftate and fuerty, and 


to ufe there remedys as occation fhall move them ; meaning neither to irritate France 
nor England, untill fuch time as they have made their bargain affuredly with one of 
yow; for they think it convenient to proceed with yow both for awhile pari paflu, 
for that was my lord of Ledington’s terms. I do perceave they take the matter very 
unkindly, that no better anfwer is made to the letter, which the lords did fend to her 
majefty, and likewife that they hear nothing from yow to their fatisfation, I have 
an{wered as well as I can, and have alledged their own proceedings fo obfcurly with 
the queen, and their uncertainty hath occationed this that is yet happned, and there- 
fore her majefty hath fent me to the end I may inform her througly of the ftate of 
the matters, and upon the declaration of their minds and intents to fuch purpofes as 
fhall be by me propofed on their majeftys behalf unto them, they fhall be reafonably 
and refolutely anfwered. At thefe things the lord of Ledington {miled and fhook his 
head, and faid it were better for us yow would let us alone, than neither to do us nor 
our felves good, as I fear me in the end that will prove; Sif their be any truth in 
Pelican, La Crocq is gone to procure Ramboilet his coming hither or a man of 
like quality, and to deliver them of their queen for ever, who fhall lead her life in France 
in a abbay reclufed, the prince at the French devotion, the realm governed by a 
council of their election of the Scottifh nation, the forts committed to the cuftody of 
fuch as fhall be chofen amongeft themfelves, as yet I find no great likelihood that I 
fhall have accefs to the queen, it is objected they may not fe difpleafe the French king, 
unle(s they were fure to find the queen of England a good friend; and when they 
once 
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ence by my accefs to the queen have offended the French, then they fay yew will 
make your profit thereof to their undoing ; and as to the queens liberty, which was 
the firft head that I propofed, they faid that thereby they did perceive that the queen 
wants their undoing, for as for the reft of the matters it was but folly to talk of them 
the liberty going before; but faid they, if you will do us no good, do us no harm, 
and we will provide for our felves. In the end they faid, we fhould refufe our own 
‘commodity, before they concluded with any other, which I fhould hear of at my 
coming to Edin"; by my next I hope to fend yowthe band concluded by Hamiltons, 
Argyll, Huntly and that faction, not fo much to the prejudice of the lords of Edin’, 
as that which was fent into France; thus having no more leafu:e but compeli d to leap 
on horfeback with the lords to go tokdin', I humbly take my leave of from Fattcaftie 
the 12°® July 1567. 


To Sir Nicolas Throgmorton being in Scotland. By the queen the r4th 
Jully 1567. 
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Rusty and well beloved we greet you well, though we think that the caufes Paper Office. 


will often charge upon variety of accidents, yet this we think, for fundry refpects, 
not amifs, that as yow fhall deal with the lords having charge of the young prince 
for the committing of him into our realm, fo fhall yow alfo do well, in treaty with 
the queen, to offer her that where her realm appeareth to be fubject to fundry trou- 
bles from time to time, and thereby (as it is manifaft) her fon cannot be free, if fhe 
Shall be contented that her fon may oy fuerty and quietnefs, within this our realm, 
being fo near.as fhe knows it is ; we fhall not faill to yield her as good fuerty therein 
for her child, as can be devifed for any that might be our child born of our own 
body, and fhall be glad to fhow to her therein the trew effect of nature; and herein 


fhe may be by yow remembred how much good may enfue to her fon to be nourilhed . 


and acquainted with our country ; and therefore, all things confidered, this occation 
for her child, were rather to be fought by herand the friends of him, than offered by 
us; and to this end, we mean that yow fhall fo deal with her, both to ftay her in 
deed from inclining to the French practifey which is to us notorioufs to convey her 
and the prince into France, and alfo to avoid any juft offence, that fhe might hereaftee 
conceive, if fhe fhould hear that we fhould deal with the lords for the prince. 


Sir Nicolas Throgmorton to queen Elizabeth, 14th July 1 567, from 
Edinburgh. 


jt may pleafe your majefty to be advertifed, I did fignifie unto Mr. Secretary by my 4, 


letters of the 11°? and 12'® of July, the day of mine entry into Scotland, the 
caufes of my ftay, my lodging at Faftcaftle a place of the lord Humes, where I was 
met by the faid lord and by the lord Lidington, and what had paffcd in conference 
betwixt us, whileft I was at the faid Faftcaftle. Since which time, accompinyed 
with the lords aforefaid, and with’ 4co horfes by their appointment for my better 
conduct, I came to Edin" the 12*® of this prefent. The 13'5 being Sunday appointed 


for a folemne communion in this town, and alfo a folemne fa(t being publiihed, I 


cduld not have conference with the lords which be affembled within this town as I 
Qq2 defired, 


Original. 
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defired, that is to fay the earls of Athole, and Morton, the lord Hume, the lord of 
Lidington, Sir James Balfour ciptain of the caftle, Mr. James M‘Gill and the preft- 
dent of the feffion. : | 
NEVERTHELESS I made means by the lord of Lidington that they would ufe no 
protraSte of time in mine audience, fo did I likewife to the earle of Morton, whom 
I met by chance; I was anfwered by them both, that albeit the day were deftined to 
facred exerci’es, fuch as were there of the council] would confult upon any moyen 
touching my accefs unto them and my conference with them, and faid alfo that in 
the afternoon either they would come to me, or I fhould hear from them. About 4 
of the clock in the afternoon, the faid 13'" day, the lord of Lidington came to my 
lodgings, and declared unto me on the behalf of the lords and others,. that they re- 
quired me to have patience ttough they had deffered my conference with them, which 
was grounded principally upon the abfence of the earles of Mar, and Glencairn, the 
lords Semple, Crighton and others of the council, faying alfo that they did confider 
the matters which I was on your behalf to treate with them of, were of great 
importance, as they could not fatisfy nor conveniently treate with me, nor give me 
anfwer without the advice of the lords, and others their affociates ; the lord of Liding- 
ton alfo faid unto me, that where he perceived, by his private conference with me in 
my journy hitherwards, that I prefled greatly to have fpeedy accefs to the queen their 
fovereign, he perceived, by the lords and others which were here, that in that matter 
there was great difficulty for many refpects, but {pecially becaufe they had refufed to 
the French ambaffador the like accefs, which being granted unto me, might greatly 
offend the French, a matter which they defired and intended to efchew; for they did 
not find by your majeftys dealings with them hitherto, that it behoved them to irritate 
the French king, and to loofe his favour and good intelligence with him ; I anfwered 
that as unto their refufall, made unto the French ambafador, monfieur de Ville Roye 
was difpatched forth of France before thefe accidents here happened, and his fpeciat 
errand was to impeach the queens marriage with the earle of Bothel, (for fo indeed 
fince my coming hither I learned his commiffion tended to that end, and to make of- 
fer to the queen of another marriage) and as to monfieur de Crocq, he could have no 
order forth of France concerning thefe matters fince they happned ; and therefore they 
might very well hold them fufpected to have conference with the queen, leaft they might 
treate of matters in this time without inftructions and fo rather do harm then good ; 
but your majefty being advertized of all things which had chanced, had fent me hi- 
ther to treate with them, for the well of the realm, for the ccnfervation of their ho- 
nors and credit, and for their fuerty ; and I might boldly fay unto him, that your 
majefty had better deferved than the Frenchhad. He faid, for hisown part, he was much 
bound unto your majefty, and had always found great favour and courtefy in Eng- 
land, but to be plain with you, Si fayed he there is not many of this aflembly that 
have found fo great obligation at the quecn your fovereigns hands, as at the French 
kings, for the earles of Morton and Glencairn be the only perfons which took benefit 
by the queens majeftys aid at Leith, the reft of the noblemen were not in the ation, 
and we think faid he, the queens majefty your fovereign, by the opinion of her own 
council, and all the world, took as great benefit by that charge asthe realm of Scot- 
Jand, or any particular perfon; and not to t.lk with yow as an ambaffador, but with 
Sir Nicolas Throgmorton, my lord Morton, and fuch as were in pain for the death 
of Davie, found but cold favour at the queens majeftys hands, when they were ba- 
nith’d forth of their own contry ; but I would all our whole company were as welt 
willing 
2 
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willing to accomplith the queen your fovereign intents and defires asI am, for mine 
own part, Tam but one, and that of the meaneft fort, and they be many noblemen 
and fuch as have great intereft in the matier, mary yow fhall be affured I will imploy 
myfelf toimploy my credit, ard all that I may do, to fatishie the queen your miftrefs, 
as much as Jyeth in me, and for your own part you have a great many friends in this 
aflembly, with many other good words. But for conclufion I muft take this for an 
an{wer (o flay untill the other lord were come, and thereupon I thought meet to ad- 
vertize your majefty what hath pafled, and how far forth 1 have proceeded; your ex- 
pectation being great to hear from hence. 

AND now to advertize your majefty of the ftate of all things, as I have .learned 
fince my coming hither, it may pleafe your majefty to underftand as followeth. 

‘Pre qucen of Scotland remaineth in good health in the caftle of Lochleven, guarded 
by the lord Linfay and Lochleven the owner of the houfe ; for the lord Ruthven is im- 
ployed in another commiffion, becaufe he began to fhow great favour to the queen 
and to give her intelligence. She is waited on with 5 or 6 ladys, 4 or § gentlewo- 
men, and 2 chamberers, whereof one is a French woman. The earle of Buchan, 
the earle of Murray’s brother, hath alfo liberty to come to her at his pleafure; the 
lords aforefaid, which have her in guard, doe keep her very ftraitly, and as far as I 
can perceive, their rigour proceedeth by their order from thefe men, becaufe that the 
queen will not by any means be induced to lend her authority to profecute the mur- 
der, nor will not confent by any perfwafion to abandon the lord Bothell for her huf- 
band, but avoweth conftantly that fhe will live and die with him; and faith that if it 
Were put to her choice to relinquifh her crown and kingdom, or the lord Bothell, fhe 
would leave her kingdom and dignity, to go as a fimple damfell with him, and that 
fhe will never confent that he fhall fare worfe, or have more harm than herfelf. 

AnD as far as I can perceive, the principall caufe of her detention is, for that thefe 
lords do fee the queen being of fo fervent affection towards the earle Bothell as the is, 
and being put at, as they fhould be compelled to be in continuall arms, and to have 
occation of many battles, he being with manifeft evidence notorioufly detected to be 
the principall murderer, and the lords meaning profecution of juftice againft him ac- 
cording to his merits. 

THE lords mean alfo a divorce betwixt the queen and him, as a marriage not to 
be fuffered for many refpects, which feperation cannot take place if the queen be at 
liberty, and have power in her hands. 

THEy do not alfo forget their own perill, conjoin’d with the danger of the prince, 
but as far as I can perceave, they intend not either to touch the queen tn fuerty or in 
honor, for they do fpeak of her with refpect and reverence, and do affirm, as I do 
learn, that the conditions aforefaid accomplifhed, they will both put her to liberty, 
and reftore her to her eftate. 

TueEse lords have for the guard of their town 450 Harqubufhers which be in very 
good order, for the entertainment of which companys, untill al matters be com- 
pounded, they did fue unto your majefty, to aid them with fuch fum of mony, as 
hath been mentioned to Mr. Secretary by the lord of Lidingtons writting, amount- 
ing as I perceive to ten or twelve thoufand crouns of the 

THEY were latly advertized that the French King doth mind to fend hither mon- 
fieur de Ja Chapell dez Urfine, a knight of the French order, and always well affec- 
tionate to the houfe of Gu; fe, and howfoever la Foreft,, Villaroye, and du Crocq have 
ufed language in the queens favour and to thefe lords difadvantage there, to your re 

jefty ; 
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jefty ; la Crocq doth carry with him (uch matter as fhall be little to the queens advan- 
tage; fo as it is thought the French king, upon his coming to his prefence, will ra- 
ther fatisfie the lords, than pleafure the queen; for thvy have their party fo well made, 
as the French will rather make their profit by them, than any other way. 

HrrRewitH I fend your majefty the laft bond agreed on, and fizned by the 
Hamiltons, the earl of Argyll, Huntly, and fundry others at Dumbartcn. 

NEVERTHELESS, fince my coming to this town, the Hamiltons have fent unto me 
a gentleman of their furname named Robert Hamilton with a let:er from the bifhop 
of St. Andrews and the abbot of Arbroth, the coppy whereof I fend your majefty and 
mine anfwer unto them, referring to the beare: the declaration of fome things, as thefe 
did by him unto me, 2 

THE earle of Arzyll hath, in like manner, fent another unto me with a letter and 
credit, I have ufed him as I did the others, the coppy of both which letters I fend 
your majefty alfo. Thelord Harrys !:ath alfo fent unto me but not written, and [ 
have returned unto him in like fort. 

AGAINST the 20° day of this month there is a general] aflembly of all the churches, 
fhires, and boroughs towns of this realm, namely of fuch as be contented to repair to 
th fe lords to this town, where it is thought the whole ftate of this matter will be han- 
deled, and I fear me much tothe queens difadvantage and danger; only the lord of 
L'dington and fome others which be beft affected unto her do provide fume remedy ; 
for I perceave the great number, and in manner all, but chiefly the common peo- 
ple, which have affifted in thefe doings, do greatly difhonor the queen, and mind fe- 
rioufly either her deprivation, or her deftruction ; I ufed the beft means I can (confi- 
dering the furie of the world here) to proroge this aflembly, for that appeareth to me 
to be the beft remedy: I may not fpeak of diflolution of it, for that may not be abiden, 
and I fhould thereby bring my felf into great hatred and perril. The chiefeft of the 
lords which be here prefent at this time dare not fhow fo much Jenity to the queen as 
J think they could be contente!, for fear of the rage of the people. The women be 
moft furious and impudent again{ft the queen, and yet the men be mad enough; 
fo as aftranger over bufie may foon be made a facrifice amongeft them. 

THERE was a great bruit that the Hamiltons with their adherents would put their 
force into the fields againft the 24'® cf this month, but Ido not find that intent fo true, 
as the common bruit goeth. | 

THE earle of Argyll is in the high lands, where there is trouble among his own 
contrymen. 

THE earle of Lennox is by thefe lords much defired here, and f do believe your 
majefty may fo ufe him, and direct him, as he fhall be able to promote your purpofe 
with thefe men. 

THe earle of Argyll, the Hamiltons and he be incompatible.——I do find 
amongeft the Hamiltons, Argyll and the company two ftrange and fundry humours. 

Hamittons do make fhow of the liberty of the queen, and profecute that with 
great earncftnefs, becaufe they would have thefe lords deftroy her, rather than fhe 
fhould be recovered from :hem by violence ; another time they feem to defire her Ji- 
berty, and Bothell’s deftruct.on, becaufe they would compafs a marriage betwixt the 
queen and the lord of Arbroath, 

THE earle of Argyll doth affect her liberty, and Bothell’s deftruGtion, becaufe he 
would marry the queen to his brother, 


AND 
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Anp yet neither of them, notwith{tanding their open concurance, (as appeareth 
by their bond) doth difcover their minds to each other, nor mind oneend; Knox is 
not here, but in the weft parts, he and the reft of the minifters will be here at the 
great aflembly, whos aufterity againft the queen I fear as much as any man’s. 

By fome conferrence which [ had with fome of this councill, me thinketh that 
they have intelligence that there is a difpofition in the queen of Scotland, to leave this 
realm, and to retire herfelf either into England, or into France, but moft willingly 
into Erigland, for fuch and miflikings as fhe knoweth hath been, and is meant 
unto her in France, leaving the regiment either to a number of perfons deleagued, 
and authorized by her or to fome oneor nyore. 

AnD it pleafe your majefty, I think it not amifs to put yow in remembrance, 
that im cafe the faid queen come into England by your allowance, without the French 
king’s conient, fhe fhall loofe her dowery in France, and have little or nothing from 
hence to entertain her; and in cafe fhe do go into France with the king’s content- 
ment, fhe may be an inftrument (if fhe can recover favour, as time will help to can- 
cell her difgrace) either by matching with fome hufband cf good quality, or by fome 
other devife, to work new unquictnefs to her own contry, and fo confequently to 
your majelty’s. 

THEREFORE it may pleafe your majefty to confider of this matter, and to let me 
know your pleafure with convenient fpeed, how I fhall anfwer the fame, if it be 
propounded unto me, either by the queen, or by the councill, as a piece of the end 
and compofition. For I am fure, of late, fhe hath feemed very defirous to have the 
matter brought to pafs, that fhe might go into England, retaining her eftate and 
jurifdiction in herfelf, though fhe do not exercife it; and likewife I underftand that 
fome of this council which be leaft affected to her fafety do think there is no other 


way to fave her. ‘Thus Almighty God preferve your majefty in health honor and all 


felicity; at Edin™ the 14'® July 1567. 


Sir Nicolas Throgmorton to Queen Elifabeth the 18th July 1567, from 


Edinburgh. 


It may pleafe your majefty, yow might perceave by my letters of the 16'*, how 
far I had proceeded with thefe lords, and what was their anfwer; 

time I have fpoken particularly with the earle Morton, the lord of Lidington, an 
Sir James Balfour captain of this caftle, at whofe hands I cannot perceave that as yet 
accefs to the queen to Lechleven will be granted me, ftaying themfelves ftill by the 
abfence of the lords and others their aflociates, which (they fay) they look for with- 
in two days; and for that I furd, by likelihood and apparent prefumptions, that 
mine accefs to the queen will hardly be granted, I have thought good not to defer 
this difpatch untill I have a refolute anfwer in that matter. 

May it therefor pleafe your majefty to underftand Robert Melvin returned from 
the queen in Lochleven, to this town, the 6'" of July, and brought a letter from her 
written of her own hand to thefe lords, which doth contain as I under{tand matter as 
followeth—A requeft unto them to have confideration of her health, and if they will 
not put her to liberty, to change the place of reftraint to the caftle of Stirling, to the 


end fhe might have the comfort and company of her fon, and if they will not change 
. her 
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her from Lochleven, fhe required to have fome other gentlewomen about her, name 
ing none. 

"To have her apothecary, to have fome modeft minifter.—To have an imbroiderer 
to draw forth fuch work as fhe would be occupied about, and to have a varletof the 
chamber.—Touching the government of the realm, fhe maketh two offers, which 
are but generally touched in her letter, the particularitys be not fpecified, but refered 
to Robert Melvin’s credit, the one is tocommit it only and wholly to the earle of Mur- 
ray ; the other is to the lords whofe names enfue, affifted with fuch others, as they 
fha!! call unto them, that is to fay, the duke of Chattelrault, the earls of Morton, 
Murray, Marr, and Glencairn. 

SHE hath written unto them that I might have accefs unto her. —She re- 
quireth further that if they will not treat her and regard her as their queen, yet to ufe. 
her as the king their fovereigns daughter, (whom many of them knew) and as their 
prince’s mother.—She will by no means yield to abandon Bothell for her hufband, 
nor relinquifh him ; which matter willdo her moft harm of all, and hardeneth thefe 
lords to great feverity againft her. | 

SHe yeildeth, in words, to the profecution of the murder. 

I HAVE the means to let her know that your majefty hath fent me hither for her 
relief. 

I nave alfo perfwaded her to conform herfelf to renounce Bothell for her hufband, 
and to be contented to fufter a divorce to pafs betwixt them; fhe hath fent me word 
that fhe will inno ways confent unto that, but rather die; grounding herfelf upon 
this reafon, taking herfelf to be feven weeks gone with child, by renouncing Bothell, 
fhe fhould acknowledge herfelf to be with child of a baftard, and to have forfeited 
her honor, which fhe will not do to die for it; [have perfwaded her to fave her own 
life and her child, to choofe the leaft hard condition. ; 

Mr. Knox arrived here in this town the 6 of this month, with whom I have had 
fome conference, and with Mr. Craig alfo, the other minifter of this town. 

I Have pexfwaded with them to preach and per{wad lenity, I find them both very 
auftere, in this conference, what they fhall do hereafter [ know not, they are fur- 
nifhed with many arguments, fome forth of the fcripture, fome forth of hiftories, 
fome grounded (as they fay) upon the laws of this realm, fome upon practices ufed 
in this realm, and fome upon the conditions and oth made by their prince at her 
coronation. 

Tue bifhop of Galloway uncle to the earle of Huntley hath fent hither to thefe 
lords, that his nephew the earle and fome others of that fide, may, at Linlithgow or 
at Stirling, have fome communication with fome appointed on this fide, affuring 
them that there is a good difpofition in the lords of the other party to concurre with 
thefe, affuring further that they will not diffent for triffles or unneceffary things, and 
(as I am given to underftand ) they oan be pleafed the queen’s reftraint be continu’d, 
untill the murder be puriued in all perfons, whereby the feperation of the queen and 
Bothell is implyed, the prefervation of the prince, the fecurity for all men, anda 
good order taken for the governance of the realm in tranquility. ; ; 

Caprain Clerk, which hath fo long férved in Denmark and ferved at Newhaven, 
did the 16'4 of thismonth (accompanyed with one of his foldiers, or rather the fol- 
dier as the greater fame goeth) kill one Wilfon a feaman, and fuch a one as had 
great eftimation with thefe lords both for his fkill, his hardynefs, honefty, and-wil- 
Itagnefs in this action ; whereupon Clerk hath retired himfelf; their quarrel was about 
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the fhip which took Blacketer, which fhip was appointed by thefe lords to go to 
the north of Scotland to impeach the paflage of the earle Bothell, in cafe he went 
either to the ifles, or to any other place; by the death of this man this enterprize 
was dafhed. _ | 

THe bifhop of Galloway is come te Linlithgow, and doth defire to fpeak with 
the lord of Lidington. 

THe abbot of Killwinning hath fent for Sir James Balfour captain of the caftle, 
to have conference with him. 

As I wrote unto your majefty in my laft, the Hamiltons now find no matter to 
difever thefe lords and them afunder, but would concurr in all things (yea in 
any extremity againft the queen) fo as that they might be aifured the prince of Scot- 
land were crouncd king, and fhould die without iffue, that the earle of Lenox’s fon 
living fhould not inherit the croun of this realm, as next heir to his nephew. 

Anp although the lords and councelors fpeak reverently, mildly, and charitably 
of their queen, fo as I cannot gather by their fpeech any intention to cruelty or vio- 
lence, yet I do find by intelligence, that the queen is in very great peril of her life, 
by reafon that the people affembled at this convention do mind vehemently the de- 
ftruction of her. 

Ir is a public fpeech amongft all the people, and amongft all eftates, (faving of 
the counfelors) that their queen hath no more liberty nor priviledge to commit mur- 
der nor adultery, than any other private perfon, neither by God’s law, nor by the 
laws of ‘the realm. 

Tue earl Bothwell, and all his adherents and affociats, be put to the horn by 
the ordinary juftice of this town, named the lords of the feffion; and command- 
ment given to al} fhirriffs, and all other officers, to apprehend him, and all other 
his followers and receiptors. The earl of Bothel’s porter, and one of his other 
fervitors of his chamber, being apprehended, have confefled fuch fundry circum- 
{tances, as it appeareth evidently, that he the faid ear] was one of the principal exes 
cutors of the murder, in his own perfon, accompany’d with fundry others, of which 
number I cannot yet certainly learn the names but of three of them, that is to 
fay, two of the Ormifton’s of Tivotdall, and one: Hayborn of Bolton; the lords 
would be glad that none of the murderers fhould have any favour or receipt in Eng- 
Jand, and hereof their defire is, that the officers upon the border may be warned ; 
Bothell doth ftill remain in the north parts, but the lord Seaton and Fleming, 
which have been there, have utterly abandoned him, and do repair hitherwards.— 
The intelligence doth grow daily betwixt thefe lords, and thofe which held of ; and 
notwithftanding thefe lords have fent an hundred and fifty harqubufhers to Stirling, to 
keep the town and paffage from furprize ; and fo have they done in like manner to 
St. Johnfton, which be the two paflages from the north, and weft to this town, 
I-do underftand the captain of Dunbar is much bufied in fortifying that place, I do 
mervile the carriages be not impeached otherwife than they be. 

OF late this queen hath written a letter to the captain of the faid caftle, which 
hath been furprized; and thereby matter is difcovered which makcth little to the 
gueen’s advantage. 

Tuus, having none other matter worthy your majefly’s knowledge, I befeech 
God to profper your majefty with: long life, perfect health, and profperous felicity. 
At Edinburgh the 18th of July, 1567. 


Vou. IL Rr Letter 
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Letter of Sir Nicholas Throgmorton to the right honourable the earl of 
Leicefter, knt. of the order, and one of the lords of her majefty’s. 
moft honourable privy Councel. 


Y my former difpatches fent to her majefty, and Mr. Secretary,, fince the 12th 
zath of July, of July, your lordfhips might have perceived the ftate of this country, and to- 
1567. what end thefe matters be like to come; fo as not to trouble your lordfhip with 
Paper Office, many words; this queen ts like very fhortly to be deprived of her royal eftate, her 
from the Ori- fon to be crowned king, and fhe detained in prifon within this realm, and the fame 
ginal, to be governed, in the young king’s name, by a councel, confifting of certain of 

the nobility, and other wife men of this realm ; fo as it is eafy to be feen that the 
power and ability to do any thing to the commodity of the queen’s majefty, and the 
realm of England, will chicfly, and in manner wholly, reft in the hands of thefe 
lords, and others their affuciats, aflembled at Edinburgh. Now if the queen’s ma- 
jefty will fill perfift in her former opinion towards the queen of Scotland, (unto 
whoin fhe fhall be able to do no good) then I do plainly fee that thefe lords and all 
their accomplices will become as good French, as the French king can with, to alb 
intents and purpofes. And as for the Hamiltons, the earls of Arguile, Huntlye, 
and that faction, they be already fo far inchanted that way, as there needeth little. 
devife to draw them to the French devotion. Then this is the ftate of things fo 
come to pafs of this country, that France has Scotland now as much conjoined un- 
to them, to all purpofes, as ever it was; and what an inftrument, the young prince: 
will prove, to unquiet England, I report me to your lordthips wifdoms, and there- 
fore coniidering the weight of the matter, and all the circumftances, I truft your 
lordfhips will well bethink you in time, (for ’tis high time) how to advife her majefty,. 
to leave nothing undone that may bring the prince of Scotland to be in her pofleffion, 
or, at the leaft, to be at her devotion. And amongit other things, that I can ima- 
gine, for the farft degree, nothing is more meet to bring this to effect, than to al- 
Jure this company here aflembled, to bear her majefty their favour. Some talk hath 
pafled between the lord of Liddington and me, in certain conferences, about th's. 
matter. By him I find, that when her majefty fhall. have won thefe men to her 
devotion, the principal point that will make them conformabie to deliver their prince 
into. England, will reft upon the queen, and the realms enabling him to the fuc~ 
ceffion of the crown of England, for fault of iflue of the queen’s majefty’s body, 
fome other things will alfo be required, asthe charge of the faid prince and his train, 
to be at the charge of England. I do well perceive that thefe men will never be: 
brought to deliver their prince into England, without the former condition, for the- 
fucceifion of England; for-(faith Liddington) that taking place, the prince fhal! be 
as dear to the people of England as to the people of Scotland; and the one will be 
as careful of his prefervation as the other. Otherwife, he faith, all things confider- 
ed, it will be reported that the Scottifhmen have put their prince to be kept in fafety, 
as thofe which commit the fheep to be kept by the wolves. So as for conclufion, 
your lordfhips may perceive here will be the fcope of this matter.. As unto the de- 
sivering of him upon hoftages, he fayeth, let no man think, that the condition of 

the 
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the fucceffion not being accomplifhed, the nobility and the gentry will never confent 
to leave themfelves deftitute of their fovereign, upon any hoitages, neither upon any 
promifes, nor likelihood of good to iflue in time to come It were not good for 
yourfelves (faith he) that the matrer were fo handled; for then you fhould adventure 
all your goods in one fhip, which might have a dangerous effect, confidering the un- 


willingnefs of the queen your fovereign to confent to eftablifhing any fucceflor to the - 


crown. And then, how unmete were it, that her majefty having in her pofleffion 
already all {uch perfons as do pretend to it, or be inheritable to the crown, to have 
our prince alfo in her cuftody. For fo there might follow, without good capitula- 
tions, a ftrange and dangerous iflue, tho’ the quecn your miftrefs do think that fuch 
imaginations could not proceed but from b -fy heads, as you have uttered unto us on 
her behalf. What is come to pafs fince my laft difpatch, and how far forth things 
are proceeded, I refer your Jordthip to be informed by my letters fent unto her ma- 
jefty, at this time. And fo I pray.almighty God, preferve your lordthip in much 
honour, and felicity. At Edenburgh this 24th of July, 1567. 


Jt may pleafe your good lordfhip to make my lord Stuard partner of this letter. 


The queen to Si Nicholas Throckmorton. 


By the queen. 


RUSTY and right well beloved, we greet you well, for as much as we do 

confider that you have now a long time remained in thofe parts, without ex- 
pedition in the charge committed unto you, we think it not meet feeing there hath 
not followed the good acceptation and fruit of our well meaning towards that ftate, 
which good reafon would have required, that you fhould continue there any longer, 
our pleafure, therefore, is, that you fhall, immediately upon the receipt hereof, fend 
your fervant Middlemore unto the lords and eftates of that realm, that are affembled 
together, willing him to declare unto them, that it cannot but feem very ftrange 
unto us, that you having been fent from us, of fuch good intent, to deal with them, 
in matters tending fo much to their own quiet, and to the beneftt of the whole 
eftate of their country, they have fo far forgotten themfelves, and fo flightly re- 
garded us and our good meaning, not only in delaying to hear you, and deferring 
your accefs to the queen their fovereign, but alfo, which is ftrangeft of all, in not 
vouchfafing to make any anfwer unto us. And altho’ thefe dealings be fuch, in- 
deed, as were not to be looked for at their hands, yet do we find their ufage and 
proceedings towards their Sovereign and queen, to overpafs all the ref, in fo ftrange 
a degree, as we for our part, and we fuppofe the whole world befides, cannot but 
think them to have therein gone fo far beyond the duty of fubjects, as muft needs 
remain to their perpetual touche for ever. And therefore he fhall fay, that we have 
tho’t good, without confuming any longer time in vain, to revoke you to our pre- 
fence, requiring them to grant you lifcence and pafport fo to do, which when you 
fhall have obtained, we will that you make your repair hither, unto us, with as con- 


venient fpeed as you may. Given, &c. 


Indosfed 6th Auguft, 1567. 


Rr2 Throg- 
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Throgmorton to the right honourable Sir William Cec'l, knight, one of 
her majefty’s privy council and principal fecretary, give thefe. 


SIR, 
ae H A‘F I have learned, fince the arrival of my lord of Murray, and Monf. 


de Linnerd, you fhall underftand by my letter to her majefty, at this time. - 
fata The French do, in theie negotiations, as they do in their nk pat water to their 
ginal. wine. AsI am able to fee into their doings, they take it not greatly to the heart 
how the queen fleep, whether fhe live or die, whether fhe be at liberty or in pii- 
zon. “Che mark they fhoot at, is, to renew their old league, and can be as well 
contented to take it of this little king, (howfoever his title be) and the fame by the 
order of thefe lords, as otherwife. Lyneroll came but yefterday, and me thinketh 
he will not tarry long ; you may guefs how the French will feek to difpleafe thefe 
lords, when they changed the coming of La Chappelle des Ourfins for this man, 
becaufe they doubted that de Ja Chappelle fhould not be grateful to them, being a 
papift. Sir, to fpeak more plainly to you, than I will do otherwife, me think- 
eth the earl of Murray will run the courfe that thofe men do, and be par- 
taker of their fortune. I hear no man fpeak more bitterly againft the tragedy, 
and the players therein, than he, fo little like he hath to horrible fins. I hear an 
inkling that Ledington is to go into France, which I do as much miflike, as any 
thing, for our purpofe. I can affure you the whole proteftants of France will live 
and die in thefe mens quarrels ; and, where there is bruit amongft you, that aid 
fhould be fent to the adverfe party, and that Martigues fhould come hither with 
fome force; Monf. Baudelot hath affured me of his honour, that inftead of Mar- 
tigues coming againft them, he will come with as good a force to fuccour them : 
And if that be fent under meaner conduct, Robert Stuart fhall come with as many 
to fortify them. But the conftable hath affured thefe lords, that the king meaneth 
no way to offend them. Sir, I pray you find my revocation convenient, and fpeed 
you to further it, for I am here now to no purpofe, unlefs it be to kindle thefe lords 
more againft us. Thus Ido humbly take my leave of you, from Edenburgh the 
rath of Auguft, 1567. 


Yours to ufe and command, 


The Queen to Nicholas Throckmorton. 


RUSTY and well-beloved we greet you well. We have, within thefe two. 
© days, received three fundry letters of yours, of the 20th, 22d, and 23d, of 
this month, having not before thofe received any feven days before; and do find, 
by thefe your letters, that you have very diligently and largely advertifed us of all 
the hafty and peremtory proceedings there; which as we nothing like, fo we truft 
in time to fee them wax colder, and to receive fome reformation. For we cannot 
perceive, that they with whom you have dealt, can anfwer the doubts moved by the 
Hamiltons, who howfoever they may be carried for their private refpects, yet thofe 
things which they move, will be allowed by all reafonable perfons. For if they 
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may not, being noblemen of the realm, be fuffered to hear the queen their fovereign 
declare her mind concerning the reports which are made of her, by fuch as keep her 
In captivity, how fhould they believe the reports, or obey them, which do report it? 
and therefore our meaning is, you fhall let the Hamiltons plainly underftand, that 
we do well allow of their proceedings, (as far forth as the fame doth concern the 
qucen their fovercien for her relief; and in {uch things as fhall appear reafonable for 
us therein to do, for the queen our fifter, we will be ready to perform the fame. 
And where it is fo required, that upon your coming thence, the lord Scroope fhould 
deal with the Jord Harris to impart their meanings to us, and ours to them, we are 
well pleafed therewitn, and we require you to aavertize the lord Scroope hereof by 
your letters, and to will him to fhew himfelf favourable to them in their a€tions, that 
may appear plainly to tend to the relief of the queen, and maintenance of her autho- 
rity. And as we willed our fecretary to write unto vou, that upon your meflage done 
to the earl of Murray, you might return, fo our meaning is you fhal]. And if thefe 


our letters fhall meet you on the way, yet we will have you advertife both the lord. 


Scroope, and the Hamiltons, of our meaning. 
Indorfed 29 Aug. 1567. 


No. XXII. (Vol. I. p. 373.) 


Sir Nicholas Throckmorton to the archbifhop of St. Andrew’s and the 
abbot of Arbrothe. 
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FTER my good commendations to your good lordfhips, this fhall be to adver- 13 Aug.1567. 


tize you, that the queen’s majefty my fovereign having fent me hither her Paper-Othce, 
ambaffador to the queen her fifter your fovereign, to communicate unto her fuch from a copy 


matter as fhe thought meet, confidering the good amity and intelligence betwixt 
them, who being detained in captivity (as your lordfhips know) contrary to the duty 
of all good fubjeéts, for the enlargement of whofe perfon, and the reftitution of her 
to her dignity, her majefty gave me in charge to treat with thefe lords aflembled at 
Edenburgh, offering them all reafonable conditions and means as might be, for 
the fafeguard of the young prince, the punifhment of the late horrible murder, the 
diffolution of the marriage betwrxt the queen and the earl of Bodwell, and laftly for 
their own fureties, In the negotiation of which matters I have (as your lordfhigs 
well know) fpent a long time to no purpofe, not being able to prevail in any thing 
with thofe lords, to the queen my fovereign’s fatisfaction. Of which ftrange pro- 
ceedings towards her majefty, and undutiful behaviour towards their fovereign, I have 
advertifed the queen's majelty; .fhe (not being minded to bear this indignity) hath 
given me in Charge to declare her further pleafure unto them, in fuch fort as they 
may well perceive her majefty doth difallow of their proceedings, and thereupon hath 
revoked me. And further hath given me in charge to communicate the fame unto 
your lordfhips, requiring: you to let me know, before my departure hence, (which 
fhall be, God wiliing, as foon as I have received anfwer from you) what you and 
your confederates will afluredly do, to fet the queen your fovereign at liberty, and to 
rcftore her to her former dignity by force, or otherwife; feeing thefe lords have re- 
fulcd all other mediation, to the end the queen’s majefty my fovereiga may concur 
with your lordfhips in this honourable enterprize. ‘ 

ND 


which fir Ni- 
cholas fent to 
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Ano in cafe, through the difperfion of your affociates, your lordfhips can neither 
-communicate this matter amongft you, nor receive refolution of them all by that 
time, it may pleafe you to fend me the opinions of fo many of you as may confir 
together, within two or three days, fo as | may have your anfwer here in this town 
by Monday or ‘I uefday next at the furtheft, being the roth of this Auguft, for [ 
intend (God willing) to depart towards England, upon Wednefday follawing, “Vhus 
I moft humbly take my leave of your lordfhips at Edenburgh, the 13th of Aug. 1567. 


Indorfed 13th of Aug. 1567. 


Sir Nicholas Throckmorton to the lord Herrys. 


24 Aug.ts67.Y O UR good lordthip’s letter of the 13th of Auguft I have received the 19th of 
Paper-Otiice, the fame. For anfwer whercunto it may like your lordfhip to underftand, that 
from acopy I will fignify unto you plainly, how far forth I am already thoroughly inftructed of 
which fir Ni- the queen’s majefty my fovereign’s pleafure, concerning the detention of the queen 
cholas tent to your fovereign, and concerning her relief. 
fecretary Ce- “ To the firft her majefty hath given in charge, to ufe all kinds of perfuafion in her 
cil. name, to move thele lords aflembled at Edenburgh to defift from this violent and un- 
dutiful behaviour, which they ufe toward their fovereign. And in this part, befides 
the fhew of many reafons, and fundry perfuafions of amicable treaty with them, her 
majefty hath willed me to ufe fome plain and fevere fpeech unto them, tending 
fo far forth, as if they would not be better advifed, and reform thefe their out- 
rageous proceedings exerciled againft their fovereign, that then they might be aflured 
her majeity neither would, nor could indure fuch an indignity to be done to the 
queen, her good coufin and neighbour. 

ANp notwithftanding thefe my proceedings with them, they have made proof to 
be little moved thereby, for as yet neither will they confent to the enlargement, 
neither fuffer me to fpeak with her. So as it feemeth to me, it is fuperfluous to 
treat any more with them after this manner. Whereupon I have advertifed the 
ae majefty my fovereign, expecting daily her majefty’s further order; and as I 

all be advertifed thereof, fo will not fail to fignify the fame to your good lordfhip ; and 
in the mean time will advertife her majefty alfo, what your lordfhip hath written unte 
me. ‘Thus with my due commendations to your good lordfhip, | commit the fame 
to almighty God, refting always to do you the pleafure and fervice that I can law. 
fully. At Edenburgh. 


Indorfed 24th of Auguft, 1567. 


No, XXIII. (Vol. I. p. 383.) 


Account of Jord Herreis’s behaviour in the parliament held December 
15» 1567. 
TT E lord Herrys made a notable harangue, in the name.of the duke and hint- 
Paper Office. 


felf, their friends and adherents, (the duke himfelf, the earl of Caffilles, and 
the abbot of Kilwinning being alfo prefent) to perfuade the union of the whole realm 


in * 
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at che mind. Wherein he did not fpare to fet forth folemnly the great praife that 
part of this nobility did deferve, which in the beginning took meanes for punifhment 
of the earl Bothwell, as alfo feeing the qucen’s inordinat afteCtion to that wicked 
man, and that fhe could not be induced by their perfuafion to leave him, that in 
fequeftring her perfon within Lochlevin, they did the duty of noblemen. That their 
honourable doings, which had not fpared to hazard their lives and Jands, to avenge 
their native country from the flanderous reports that were {fpoken of it among other 
nations, had well deferved that all their brethren fhould join with them in fo good 
acaufe. That he and they, in whofe names he did fpeak, would willingly, and 
without any compullion, enter themfelves in the fame yoke, and put their lives and 


lands in the like hazard, for maintenance of our caufe. And if the queen herfelf . 


were in Scotland, accompanied with 20,000 men, they will be of the fame mind,. 
and fight in our quarrel. He hoped the remainder noblemen of their party, Hunt- 
ley, Arguile, and others, which had not as yet acknowledged the king, would come: 
to the fame conformity, whereunto he would alfo earneftly move them. And if they 
will remain obftinate, and refufe to qualify themfelves, then will the duke, he, and 
their friends, join with us to correct them, that otherwife will not reform themielves. 
So plaufible an oration, and more advantageous for our party, none of ourfelves. 
could have made. He did not forget to terme my lord regent, by the name of re- 
gent, (there was no mention at all of the earl of Murray) and to call him grace at 
every word, when his fpeeches were directed to him, accompanying all his words. 
with low courtefies after his manner. 


No. XXIV. (Volk I. p. 402.y 


Part of a letter from fir Francis Knollys to Cecil, 8th Aug. 2568, from 
Bolton. | | 
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—B UT furelpthis queen doth feem, outwardly, not only to favour the form, An original. — 
but alfo the chief article of the religion of the gofpel, namely, juftification Paper-Office. 


by faith only: and fhe heareth the faults of papeftry revealed, by preaching or other- 
wife, with contented ears, and with gentle and weak replys, and fhe doth not feem 


to like the worfe of religion throw me. 


Part of a letter from fir Francis Knollys to Cecil, 21 September, 1568, 
from Bolton. 


sae) 18 came to this queen’s ears of late that fhe was bruited to be lately turned 

; to the religion of the gofpell, to the great difliking of the papifts herea- 
chamber, when the aflembly was full, and fome papifts prefent, fhe took occafion 
to {peak of religion, and then openly fhe profefled herfelf to be of the papift religion, 
and took upon her to patronize the fame, more earneftly than fhe had done a great 
while afore, altho’ her defences and arguments were fo weak, that the effect of her 
fpeech was only to fhew her zeal; and afterwards to me alone, when I mifliked to 


fee her become fo confident] ybackward in religion, why, faid fhe, would you have 
a me 


bouts, which thing fhe herfelf confefled unto me, and yefterday openly in the great . 


Paper-Office. 
From a copy 
correcied by 

fecretary Ce- 
cil. 


An original. 
Paper-Office. 
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me to loofe France and Spain, and all my friends in other places, by feeming to 
change my religion, and yet I am not affured the queen my good filter will be my 
aflured friend, to the fatisfaCtion of my honour and expectation. 


No. XXV. (Vol. I. p. 404.) 
Queen Elizabeth to the ear! of Murray. 


IGHT trufty and right well beloved coufin, we greet you well. Where we 
hear fay, that certain reports are made in fundry parts of Scotland, that what- 
foever fhould fall out now upon the hearing of the queen of Scotts caufe, in any 
proof to convince or to acquit the faid queen concerning the horrible murder of her 
late hufband our coufin, we have determined to reftore her to her kingdom and go- 
vernment, we.do fo much miflike hereof, as we cannot indure the fame to receive 
any credit: and therefore we have thought good to affure you, that the fame is un- 
truly devifed by the authors to our difhonour, For as we have been always certified 
from our faid fifter, both by her letters and meffages, that fhe is by no means guilty 
or participant of that murder, which we wifh to be true, fo furely if fhe fhould be 
found juftly to be guilty thereof as hath been reported of her, whereof we would be 
very forry, then, indeed, it fhould behoove us to confider otherwife of her caufe than 
to fatisfy her defire in reftitution of her to the government of tHat kingdom. And 
fo we would have you and all others think, that fhall be difpofed to conceive ho- 
nourably of us and our actions. | 


Indorfed 20 Sept. 1568. 


No. XXVI. (Vol. Lp. 409.) 
Sir Francis Knollys to Cecil the gth of October, 1568, from York. 


Y lord’s grace of Norfolk fending for me to Bolton, to attend upon 

him here Thurfday laft, I made my repair hither accordingly, mean- 
ing to ftay here until Munday next ; as touching the matters of the commiffion, that 
his grace and the reft have from her highnefs, his grace hath imparted unto me of 
all things thereunto. appertaining, and what hath hitherto pafled, and altho’ the 
matters be too weighty for my weak capacity, to prefume to utter any opinion of 
mine own thereof, yet I fee that my lord Herris for his parte laboureth a reconcilia- 
tion, to be had without the extremity of odious accufations ; my lord of Ledington 
alfo faith to me, that he could wifh thefe matters to be ended in dulce maner,: fo 
that it might be done with fafety ; of the reft you can conceive, by the advertifements 
and writtings, fent up by our commiflioners. | 


No. XXVI. 


A letter from the bifhop of Rofs to the queen of Scots, from York, 
October 1568. 


Prin your majefty I conferred at length with A. ane great part of a night, 

who affurit me that he had reafoned with B. this Saturday C. on the field, 

who determinate to him that it was the D. determinit purpofe not to end your Cot, Li Ca 
caufe at this time, but to hold the fame in fufpence, and did that was in her power, lig. Ca 
to make the E. purfue extremity, to the effe& F. and his adherents might utter Copy. 
all they could to your difhonour, to the effect to caufe you come in difdain with 

the hail fubjects of this realm, that ye may be the mair unable to attempt any 

thing to her difadvantage. And to this effect is all her intention, and when they 

have produced all they.can againft you, D. will not appoint the matter inftantly, 

but tran{port you up in the country, and retain you there, till fhe think time to fhew 

you favour, which is not likely to be haftily, becaufe of your uncles in France, and 

the fear fhe has of yourfelf to be her unfriend. And therefore their counfel is, that 

ye write an writing to the D. meaning that ye are informit that your fubjects which 

has offendit you. This in effect that your majefty hearing the eftate of your af- 

fairs as they proceed in York, was informed that her majefty was informed of you, 

that you could not gudely remit your fubjects in fuch fort as they might credit you 
hereafter, which was a great caufe of the ftay of this controverfy to be ended. And 
therefore perfuading her D. effeQtually not to truft any who had made fuch narration. 

But like as ye had rendered you in her hands, ‘as moft tender to you of any living, 

fo prayit her to take na opinion of you, but that ye wald ufe her counfell in all 

your aftairs, and wald prefer her friendthip to all others, as well uncles as others, 

and affure her to keep that thing ye wald promife to your fubjects by her advice. 

And if D. difcredit you, ye wald be glad to fatisfy her in that point be removing 

within her realm in fecret and quiet manner, where her G. pleafed, until the time 

her G. were fully fatisfied, and all occafion of difcredit removed from her. So that 

in the mean time your realm were holden in quietnefs, and your true fubjects reftor- 

ed and maintained in their own eftate, and fic other things tending to this effect. 

And affirms that they believe that this may be occafion to caufe her credit you that 

ye offer fo far; and it may come that within two or three months fhe may become 
better-minded to your grace, for now fhe is not well minded, and will not fhew you 


any pleafure for the caufes forefaid, 


N. B. The title of this paper is in Cecil’s hand ; the following key is added in 

another hand. 

A. The laird of Lethington. 

B. The duke of Norfolk. 

C. Was the day he rode to Cawood, 

D. The queen of England. 

E. The queen of Scots commiffioners. 

F. The earl of Murray. 


Vor. IT; Sf No. XXVII. 
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No. XXVII, ‘ (Vol. I. p. 418.) | 
Deliberation of fecretary Cecil’s concerning Scotland, Dec. 21, 1563. 


Paper Otfice. i Mace beft way for England, but not the eafieft, that the queen of Scotts might re- 


main deprived of her crown, and the ftate continue as it ts. 

THe fecond way for England profitable, and not fo hard. That the queen 
of Scotts might be induced, by fome perfwafions, to agree that her fon might con- 
tinue king, becaufe he is crown’d, and herfelf to remain alfo queen; and that the 
government of the realm might be committed to fuch perfons as the queen of 
England fhould name, fo as for the nomin:tion of them it might be ordered, that 
a convenient number of perfons of Scopland fhould be firft named to the queen of 
England, indifferently for the queen of Scotts, and for her fon, that is to fay, the 
one half by the queen of Scotts, and the other by the earle of Lennox and 
Jady Lennox, parents to the child ; and out of thofe, the queen’s majefty of Eng- 
Jand to make choice for all the offices of the realm, that are, by the laws of Scot 
Jand, difpofable by the king or queen of the land. 

THAT until] this may be done by the queen’s majefty, the government remain in 
the hands of the earle of Murray as it is, providing he fhall not difpofe of any of- 
fices or perpetuals to continue any Jonger but to thefe offered of the premifes. 

THAT a parliament be fummoned in Scotland by feveral commandments, both of 
the queen of Scotts and of the young king. 

THAT hoftages be delivered into England on the young king’s behalf, to the 
number of twelve perfons of the earle of Murray’s part, as the queen of Scotts fhall 
name; and likewile on the queen’s behalf to the like number as the earl of Murray 
fhall name; the fame not to be any, ‘that have by inheritance or office caufe to be 
in this parliament, to remain from the beginning of the fummons of that parliament, 
untill three months after the parliament ; which hoftages fhall be pledges, that the 
friends of either part fhall keep the peace in all cafes, till by this parliament it be 
concluded, that the ordinance which the queen of England fhall devife for the go- 
vernment of the realm, (being not to the hurt of the crown of Scotland, nor con- 


_ trary to the laws of Scotland for any man’s inheritance, as the fame was before the 


parliament at Edin'. the Decem', 1567) fhall be eftablifhed to be kept and 
obeyed, under pain of high treafon to the breakers thereof. 

Tart by the fame parliament alfo be ftablifhed all executions and judgments 
given againit any perfon for the death of the late king. es 
THAT by the fame parliament, a remiflion to be made univerfally from the 
queen of Scotts to any her contrarys, and alfo from every one fubject to another, 
faving, that reftitution be made of lands and houfes, and all other things heritable, 
that have been, by either fide, taken from them which were the owners thereof, at 
the committing of the queen of Scots to Lochlevin. 

THAT by the fame parliament it be declared who fhall be fucceffors to the crown 


next after the Q. of Scots and her iffue; or elfe, that fuch right as the D. of Cha- 


telherault had, at the marriage of the Q, of Scots with the lord Darnley, may be 
conferved and not prejudized. 

TuHat the Q. of Scots may have leave of the qucen’s majefty of England, twelve 
months after the faid parliament, and that fhe fhall not depart out of England, with- 
out fpecial licence of the queen’s majefty. 


Tar the young king fhall be nourifhed and brought up in England, till he be 


ycars of age. 


Ir 
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It is to be confidered, that in this caufe the compofition between the queen and 
her fubjects may be made with certain articles, outwardly to be fecn to the world 
for her honour, as though all the parts fhould come of her, and yet for the furety 
of contrarys, that certain betwixt her and the queen’s majefty are to be concluded. 


No. XXVIII, (Vol. I. p. 421.) 
The queen to Sir Francis Knolleys, 22 Jan. 1568-9. 
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W* greet you well, we mean not, at this point, be any writing, to renew Paper-Office. 


that which it hath pleafed God to make grevious to us and forryfull to yow ; 
but forbearing the fame as unmeet at this point, having occafion to command yow 


in our fervice, and yow alfo whileft yow are to ferve us. We require yow to con- 


fider of this that followeth with like confideration and diligence, as hitherto yow 
have accuftumate in our fervife ; at the time of our laft letters written to yow the 
fourteenth of this month for removing of the queen of Scots, we had underftanding 
out of Scotland of certain writtings fent by her from thence into Scotland, amongft 
the which one is found to contain great and manifeft untruths touching us and others 
alfo, as fhall and may plainly appear unto yow by the coppy of the fame, which 
likewife we fend yow, and becaufe at the fame time we were advertifed, that it fhould 
be fhortly proclaimed in Scotland, though then it was not, we thought good firft to 
remove the queen, before we would difclofe the fame, and then expect the iffue there-~ 
of; and now, this day by letters from our coufin of Hunfdon we are afcertained, 
that fince that time the fame matters contained in the writting, are publifhed in 
diverfe parts of Scotland, whereupon we have thought it very meet, for the dif- 


charge of our honor, and to confound the falfehood contained in that writting, not’ 


only to have the fame reproved by open proclamation upon our frontiers, the coppy 
whereof we do herewith fend yow, but alfo in convenient fort to charge that queen 
therewith, fo as fhe may be moved to declare the authors thereof, and perfuaders of 
her to write in fuch flanderous fort fuch untruths of us; and in the mean feafon, we 
have here ftayed her comniffioners, knowing no other whom we may more proba- 
bly prefume to be parties hereunto, then they, untill the queen fhall name fome 
other, and aquit them; who being generally charged, without expreffing to them 
any particularity, do ufe all manner of {peeches to difcharge themfelves ; wherefore 
our pleafure is, that ye fhall, after ye have well perufed the coppy of this writting 
fent to yow, fpeedily declare unto her, that we have good underftanding given us 
of diverfe letters and writtings, fent by her into Scotland, figned by her own hand, 
amongeft one fuch writting ts fent with her commandment exprefsly as_now it is al- 
ready publifhed, as we are much troubled in mind that a princefs as fhe is having 
a caufe in our hands fo implicated with difficulties and calamitys, fhould either con- 
ceave in her own mind, or allow of them that fhould devife fuch falfe, untrue, and 
improbable matters againft us, and our honor, and {pecially to have the aventure to 
have the fame being known fo untrue to be publifhed; and you fhall alfo fay, be- 
caufe we will not think fo ill of her, as that it fhould proceed of her felf, but rather 
fhe hath been counfelled thereunto, or by abufe made to think fome part thereof to 
be true, we require her, even as fhe may look for any favour at our hands, that 
fhe wi!! difburden herfelf as much as truly fhe may herein, and name them which 
have been the authors and perfwaders thereof, and {o fhe fhall make as great amends 
to us as the cafe may require; after you have thus far proceeded, and had fome 
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onfwer of her, whether fhe fhall deny the writing abfolutely, or name any that have 
been the advilers thereof, you fhall fay unto her that we have ftayed her commit- 
fioners here, until we may have fome anfwer hereof, becaufe we cannot but impute 
to them fome part of this evil dealing, untill by her anfwer the authors may be: 
known; and as foon as you can have direct anfwers from her, we pray you to re- 
turn us the fame; for as the cafe ftandeth, we cannot but be much difquieted with it, 
having our honour fo deeply touched contrary to any intention in us, and for any 
thing we know in our judgment, the earl of Murray and others named in the fame .- 
writing void of thought for the matters, to them therein imputed ; you may impart to 
the queen of Scots either the contents of the flanderous letter, or fhew her the copy 
to read it, and you may alfo impart this matter to the lord Scroop, to join with 
you there as you fhall think meet. 


Sir Francis Knolleys to queen Elizabeth, from Wetherby the 28th January, 
1568. 


——F WIL fuprefs my own grieffs, and pafs them over with fillence, for the 

I prefent learning of your majefty—and for this queen’s anfwer to the coppie 
of her fuppofed letter fent into Scotland, I muft add this unto my brother’s let- 
ter, fent unto Mr. Secretary yefternight late; in procefs of time, fhe did not deny 
but that the firft lines contained in the fame copie, was agreeable to a letter that fhe 
had fent unto Scotland, which touched my lord of Murray’s promife to deliver her 
fon into your majefty’s hands, and to avoid that the fame fhould not be done without 
her confent, made her, fhe faith, to write in that behalf; fhe faith alfo that fhe wrote 
that they fhould caufe a proclamation to be made to ftir her people to defend my 
lord of Murray’s intent and purpofe, for delivering of her faid fon, and impunge his 
rebellious government, as fhe termed it, but fhe utterly denyeth to have written any 
of the other flanderous parts of the faid letter touching your majefty; fhe faid alfo, 
that fhe fufpefted that a Frenchman, now in Scotland, might be the author of fome 
Scotch letters devifed in her name, but fhe would not allow me ‘to write this for 
any part of her anfwer. | 


No. XXIX. (Vol. I. p. 428.) | 
Sir Nicholas Throgmorton to the right honourable the lord of Lid- 
dington. 


OUR letter of the 3d of July, I have received the rsth of the fame. For 
anfwer whereunto you fhall underftand, that friends here to my lord regent 


Promilic Or} 2nd you do wifh fuch a concurrence in all doings, as in matter and circumftances 


ginal. 


there arife no diflention, or at the leaft, no more nor other than the difference of 
countries doth neceflarily require. We here do think convenient that as few delays 
be ufed as may be, for the confummation of the matter in hand, which principally 
to advance, your allowance, profecution, and fpeedy promotion in Scotland, is moft 
requifite, for you are fo wife, and well acquainted with the ftate of the world, and 
with all our humours, as you know that fome do allow and difallow for reafon, fome 
for refpect of multitude, fome for refpect of perfons, and fo the caufe is to go for- 
ward as men do like to fet it forward. You are not to feek that fome will ufe cau- 


tions, 
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tions, forhe neutrality, fome delays, and fome will plainly impugne it. And yet all 
and every of thefe forts will alter their doings, when they fhall fee the regent and 
his favours accord with the beft and greateft part there, and agree with the wifelt 
and ftrongeft party here. Tho’ the matter has taken his beginning here, upon deep 
and weighty confiderations, for the weil or both the princes and their realms, as 
well prefently, as in time to come, yet it is thought moft expedient, that the regent 
and the realm of Scotland, by you, fhould propofe the matter to the queen our fo- 
vereign, if you like to ufe convenience, good order, or be diipofed to leave but a 
fear, and no wound of the hurts paft. I would be glad that this my letter fhould 
come to your hands before the convention, whereat it feems your queen’s reftoration 
and marriage to the duke of Norfolk fhall be propounded, either to wynne in them 
both allowance or rejection. ‘To which proceedings, becaufe you pray me to write 
frankly, I fay and reafon thus, me thinketh you ufe a propofterous order, to demand 
the confent of fuch perfons, in fuch matters, as their minds to a good end hath ra- 
ther been felt or prepared, and therefore there muft needs follow either a univerfal 
refufal, or a factious divifion amongft you, whereby a blouftering intelligence muft 
needs come to queen Elizabeth of the intended marriage from thence, which ought 
to have been fecretly and advifedly propounded unto her highnefs; hereby you fee 
then the meaning is, by this dealing, her majefty fhall be made inexorable, and fo 
bring the matter to fuch pafle, as this which fhould have wrought furety, quietnefs, 
and a ftay to both the queens and their realms, fhall augment your calamity, and 
throw us your beft friends into divorfe with you, and into unhappy divifion amongft 
ourfelves ; for you may not conjeure that the matter is now in deliberation, but 
expecteth good occafion for executing ; fure I am you do not judge fo flenderly of 
the managing of this matter, as to think we have not caft the worft, or to enter 
therein fo far without the affiftance of the nobility, the ableft, the wifeft, and the 
mightieft of this realm except queen Elizabeth ; from whom it hath been concealed 
until you, as the fitteft minifter, might propound it to her, on the behalf of the re- 
gent, and the nobility of Scotland. How far mafter Woddes defimations do carry 


them of queen Elizabeth’s affcGtions, and mafter fecretary’s, to affift the regent and 


to fupprefs the queen of Scotts, I know not, nor it is not material; but I do affu- 
redly think, that her majefty will prefer her furety, the tranquility of her reign, and 
the confervation of her people, before any device, which may proceed from vain 
difcourfe, or imperfections of paffions, and inconfiderate affections. And as for 
Mr. Secretary, you are not to learn, that as he liketh not to go too faft afore, fo he 
coveteth not to tarry too far behind, and fpecial when tue reliques be of no great 
value or power. if I could as well affure you of his magnanimity, and con- 
ftancy, as of his prefent conformity, I would fay confidently, you may repofe as 
well of him in this matter, as of the duke of Norfolk, the earls of Arundel, Pem- 
broke, Leicefter, Bedford, Shrewfbury, and the reft of the nobility ; all which do 
embrace and protefte the accomplifhment of this cafe. Ihave, according to your 
advice, written prefently to my lord Regent, with the fame zeal and care of his 
well-doing that I owe to him, whom I love and honour. Mr. Secretary hath af- 
fured unto him the queen cf Scotland’s favour and good opinion, wherewith he 
feemeth to be well fatisfy’d. If your credit be, as I truft, haften your coming hither, 
for it is very neceflary that you were here prefently. Q, Elizabeth both doth write 
to my lord Regent in fuch fort, as he may perccive Mr. Wood's difcourles of her 
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majefty’s affection to be vain, and Mr. Secretary otherwife bent than he eonjeQureth 
of him, the effect of which her majefty’s letter you fhall underftand, by my lord 
Leicefter’s letter unto you at this difpatch. At the court, 20th July, 1569. 


No. XXX, (Vol. I. p. 430.) 
Part of a letter from the earl of Murray to L. B. probably Lord Burleigh, 


— TV) ECAUSE I fee that great advantage is taken on {mall motions, and that 

the mention of the marriage, betwixt the queen my fovereign’s mother, 
and the D. of Norfolk, hath this while paft been very frequent in both the realms, 
and then I myfelf to be.fpoken of as a motioner, which I perceive is at the laft 
come to her majefty’s ears. I will, for fatisfaction of her highnefs, and the dif- 
charge of my duty towards her majefty, manifeft unto you my intereft, and med- 
ling in that matter, from the very beginning, knowing whatfoever is prejudicial to” 
her highnefs, cannot but be hurtful to the ae fovereign, this his realm, and me. 
What conferrences was betwixt the duke of Norfolk, and any of them that were 
with me within the realm of England, I am not able to declare; but-I am no wife 
forgetful of any thing that paffed betwixt him and me, either at that time, or fince. 
And to the end her majefty may underftand how I have been dealt with, in this’ 
matter, I am compelled to touch fome circumftances, before there was any mene 
tion of her marriage. In York, at the meeting of all the commiffioners, I found 
very—and neutral dealing with the duke, and others her highnefs’s commiffioners, ' 
in the beginning of the caufe, as in the making of the others to proceed fincerely, 
and fo further. During which time, I entered into general fpeech, fticking at our 
jult defence in the matters that were objected againft us, by the faid queen’s com- 
miifioners, looking certainly for no other thing, but fummary cognition in the caufe 
of controverfy, with a fmall declaration to have followed. Upon a certain day, 
the lord Lithington’s fecretary rode with the duke to Howard, what purpofe they 
had I cannot fay, but that night Lithington returning, and entring in conferrence 
with me upon the ftate of our action, I was advifed by him to pafs to the duke, and 
require familiar conferrence, by the which I might have fome feeling to what iffue 
our matters would tend. According to which advice, having gotten time and place’ 
convenient in the gallery of the houfe where the duke was lodged, after renewing 
of our firft acquaintance made at Berwick, the time before the affize of Leith, 
and fome fpeeches pafled betwixt us; he began to fay to me, how he in England 
had favour and credit, and J in Scotland had will and friendfhip of many, it was’ 
to be tho’t there could be none more fit inftruments, to travel for the continuance 
of the amity betwixt the realms, than we two. And fo that difcourfe upon the pre- 
fent ftate of both, and how I was entered in that action tending fo far to the queen’s 


_ difhonour, I was willed by him to confider how matters ftood in this, what honour 


I had received of the queen, and what inconveniencies her defimation in the matters 
Jaid to’her charge might breed to her pofterity. Her refpeét was not little to the 
crown of England, there was but one heir. The Hamiltons my unfriends had the 
next refpect, and that I fhould eftcem the iffue of her body would be the more af-' 
fectionate to me and mine, than any other that could attain to that crown. And 
fo it fhould be meeteft, that fhe affirmed her dimiffion made in Lochlevin, and we 
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to abftraét the letters of her hand write, that fhe fhould not be defamed in Enoland, 
My reply to that was, how the matter had paffed in parliament, and the letters feen 
to many, fo that the abftracting of the fame could not then fecure her to any pur- 
pole, and yet fhould we, in that doing, bring the ignominy upon us. Affirming it 
would not be fair for us that way to proceed, feeing the qucen’s majefty of England 
Was not made privy to the matter as fhe ought to be, to be in refpect we were pur- 
pofely come in England for that end, and for the — of the grants of our caufe. 
The duke’s anfwer was, he would take in hand to handle matters well enough at 
the court. After this, on the occafion of certain articles, that were required to be 
refolved on, before we entered on the very declaration of the very ground of our 
action, we came up to the court; where fome new commiffioners were adjoined to 
the former, and the hearing of the matter ordained to be in the parliament houfe 
at Weftminiter, in prefence of which commiffioners for the faid queen, and 
through the rebuking of the queen of England’s own commiffioners, we uttered 

the whole of the action, and produced fuch evidences, letters, and probations, as 

we had, which might move the queen’s majefty to think well of our caufe. Where- 

upon expecting her highnefs declaration, and feeing no great likelihood of the fame to 

be fuddenly given, but daily motions then made to come to an accord with the faid 

queen, our matters in hand in Scotland, in the mean feafon, ftanding in hazard and 

danger, we were put to the uttermoft point off our witt, to imagine whereunto the 

matters would tend, tho’ albeit we had left nothing undone for jultification of our 

caufes, yet appeared no end, but continual motions made to come to fome accord with 

the queen, and reftore her to whole or half reign. Ihad no other anfwer to give them, 

but that I fhould neither do againft confcience nor honour in that matter. Notwith- 

ftanding feeing this my plain anfwer wrought no end, nor difpatch to us, and that I 

was informed that the duke began to miflike of me, and to {peak of me, as that I 

had reported of the faid queen irreverently, calling her and murderer, Probably 
F was advifed to pafs to him, and give him good words and to purge myfelf 4iudterers 
of the things objected to me, that I fhould not open the fudden entry of his evil 

grace, nor have him to our enemy——confidering his greatnefs. It being there- 

withal whifpered, and fhewed to me, that if I departed, he ftanding difcontented and 

not fatisfied, I might peradventure find fuch trouble in my way, as my throat might 

be cut before I came to Berrick. And therefore fince it might well enough appear 

to her marriage, I fhould not put him in utter difpair, that my good will could not 

be had therein. So few days before my departing, [ came to the park in Hampton- 

court, where the duke and I met together, and there I declared unto him that it 

was come to my ears, how fome mifreport fhould be made of me to him, as that 

I fhould fpeak irreverently and rafhly of the faid queen my fovereign’s mother, fuch 

words as before exprefled, that he might thereby my affection to be Probably 
fo alienate from her, as that I could not love her, nor be content of her preferment, /ujpect. 
howbeit he might perfuade him{elf of the contrary, for as fhe once was the perfon 

in the world that I loved beft, having that honour to be fo near unto her, and hav- 

ing received fuch advancement and honour by her, I was not fo ungrate or fo un-. 

natural ever to wifh her body harm, or to fpeak of her as was untruly reported of 

me, (howfoever the truth were in the felf) and as to the prefervation of her fon, 

now my fovereign, had moved me to enter into this caufe, and that her own pret(-_ 

fing was the occafion of that was uttered to her whenfoever God fhould move Probably 


her heart to repent of her by paft bshaviour and life, and after her known repent- 4Concw. 
ance, 
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ance, that fhe fhould be feparate from that ungodly and unlawful marriage that fhe 
was entred in, and then after were joined with fuch a godly and honourable a per- 
fonage, as were affeCioned to the true religion, and whom we might truft, I could 
find in my heart to love her, and to fhew her as great pleafure, favour, and good- 
will, as ever I did in my life; and in cafe, he fhould be that perfonage, there was 
none whom I could better like of, the queen in of England being made 
privy to the matter, and fhe allowing thereof, which being done, I fhould labour in 
all things that I could, to her honour and pleafure, that were not prejudicial to the 
king my fovereign’s eftate, and prayed him not to think otherwife of me, for my 
affection was rather buried and hidden within me, awaiting until God fhould direé 
her to know herfelf, than utterly alienated and abftracted from her; which he feem- 
e.] to accept in very good part, faying, Earl of Murray thou thinks of me that thing, 
whereunto I will make none in England or Scotland privy, and thou naft Norfolk’s 
life in thy hands. So departing, I came to my lodging, and by the way, and all 
night, I was in continual thought and agitation of mind, how to behave myfelf in 
that weighty matter, firft, imagining whereunto this fhould tend, if it were attempt- 
ed without the queen’s majefty of England's knowledge and good will, this realm 
and I myfelf in particular having received fuch favour and comfort at her highnefs’s 
hands, and this whole ifle fuch peace and quietnefs, fince God poffefled her majefty 
with her crown. And on the other part, feeing the duke had difclofed him to me, 
protefting, none other were or fhould be privy to our fpeech, I tho’t I could not 
find in my heart to utter any thing, that might endanger him; moved to the utter- 
moft with thefe cogitations, and all defire of fleep then removed, I prayed God to 
fend me fome good relief and outgate, to my difcharge, and fatisfaction of my trou- 
bled mind, which I found indeed ; for upon the morn, or within a day or two there- 
after, I entered in converfation with my lord of Leicefter, in his chamber at the 
court, where he began to find ftrange with me, that in the matter I made fo diffi- 
cult to him, ftanding fo precifely on conferrence, and how when I had in my com- 
munication with the duke, come fo far——and there he made fome difcourfe with 
me, about that which was talk betwixt us, I perceiving that the duke had——_— 
the matter to my lord of Leicefter, and thinking me thereby difcharged at the 
duke’s hands, therefore I repeated the fame communication in every point to my 
lord of Leicefter, who defired me to fhew the fame to the queen’s majefty, which [ 
refufed to do, willing him if he tho’t it might import her highnefs any thing, that 
he as one —-— by her majefty, and for many benefits received at her highnefs’s 
hands is obliged to wifh her well, fhould make declaration of the fame to her ma- 
jefty, as I underftand by fome fpeech of her highnefs to me, he did. This my de~ 
claration to the duke was the only caufe, that itaid the violence and trouble prepar- 
ed for me unexecuted, as I have divers ways underftand. ‘The fame declaration [ 
was obliged to renew fince in writings of———fent to my fervant John Wood, 
‘The fum whereof, I truft, fhe fhewed the duke, and fomething alfo I wrote to him- 
felf, for it was tho’t this fhould redeem fome time, that the duke fhould not fuddenly 
declare him our enemy, for his greatnefs was oft laid befure me, and what friendfhip he 
had of the chief of the nobility in England, fo that it might appear to the queen’s ma- 
jefty of England—fo cold towards us, and doing nothing publickly that might feem fa- 
vourable for us, we had fome caufe to fufpect that her highnefs fhould not be contra- 
rious to the marriage when it fhould be propofed to her. ‘The fharp meflage fent by 
her majefty with the lord Boyd, who had the like commiffion from the duke tending 
fo 
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fo far to the faid queen’s preferment, as it were propofing one manner of conditions 
from both, gave us to think that her highnefs had been foreleen in the duke’s de- 
fign, and that fhe might be induced to aliow tiereof. But howbeit it was devifed 
in England, that the lord of Lethington fhould come as from me, and break the 
matter to her highnefs, as her majeity ina letter declared that fhe looked for his 
coming, yet that devife proceeded never of me, nor the noblemen at the convention 
could no wife accord to his fending, nor allow of the matter motioned, but altogether 
mifliked it, as bringing with the fame great inconveniencies, to the furety and quietnefs 
of this whole ifle ; for our proceedings have declared our mifliking and difallowance 
of the purpofe from the beginning, and if we had pleafed, he was ready for the jour- 
ney. And in likewife it was devifed to give confent, that the —between the 
faid queen and Bothwell, fhould be fuftered to proceed in this realm, as it was de- 
fired by the faid lord Boyd, by reafon we could not underftand what was the queen’s 
majefty’s pleafure, and allowance in that behalf—-—-—And whereas ye mean, that 
her highnefs was not made privy of any fuch intention, the fault was not in me. 


Probably 


atvorce. 


The firft motion being declared, as I have written, to my lord of Leicefter, and by 


him imparted to her majefty, fo far as I could perceive by fome fpeech of her high- 
nefs’s to me, before my departing. “Thus I have plainly declared how I have been 
dealt withal for this marriage, and how juft neceffity moved me not to require direét- 
‘ly, that which the duke appeared fo unto. And for my threatnings, to 
affent to the fame, I have expreffed the manner; the perfons, that laid the matter 
before me were of my own company. But the duke fince hath fpoken, that it was 
his writing which faved my life at that time. In conclufion I pray you perfuade her 
majefty, that fhe let no fpeeches nor any other thing pafled and objected to my pre- 
judice, move her majefty to alter her favour 


towards me, or any ways to doubt 


of my aflured conftancy towards her highnefs ; for in any thing which may tend to 


her honour and furety, I will, while I live, beftow myfelf, and all that will do for 
me, notwithftanding my hazard or danger, as proof fhall declare, when her ma- 
jefty finds time to employ me. 
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No. I. (Vol. II. p. 2.) 


William Maitland of Ledington, to my lord of Leicefter, March 20th, 
1570, from Ledington. 


in dangerous factions, doth prefs me to frame my letters to your lordthip, 
in other fort, then were behovefull for me, if 1 had no other refpect, but 
only to maintain my private credit ; therefor I am driven to furnifh them with mat- 
ter, which I know not to be plaufible, whereupon by mifconftruing my meaning, 
fome there may take occafion of offence, ‘thinking that I rather utter my own paf- 
fions, than go about to inform your lordfhip truly of the ftate; but I truft my plain 
dealing fhall bear record to the fincerity of my meaning ; to make the fame fenfible, 
I will lay before your lordfhip’s eyes, the plat of this country ; which firft is divided 
into two factions, the one pretending the maintenance of the king’s reign, the other 
alledging the queen to have been cruelly dealt withall, and unjuftly deprived of her 
ftate ; the former is compofed of a good number of nobility, gentlemen, and prin- 
cipal burroughs of the realme, who fhall have, as Mr. Randolph beareth us in 
hand, the queen’s majefty your fovereign’s allowance and protection ; the other hath 
in it fome moft principall of the nobility, and therewithall, good numbers of the in- 
ferior fort, throughout the whole realm, which alfo look affuredly that all kings do 
allow their quarrel and will aid them accordingly. What confequence this divifion 
wil draw after it, I leave it to your lordfhip’s confideration, there is fallen out another ~ 
divifion, accedentally, by my lord regent’s death, which is like to change the ftate of 
the other two faGiors, to increafe the one, and diminifh the other, which is ground- 
ed upon the regiment of the realm. Some number of noblemen afpire to the go- 
verment, pretcnding right thereto by reafon of the queen’s demiffion of the croun, 
and her commiffion granted at that time for the regiment during the king’s mino- 
rity, another faction doth altogether repine againft that divifion, thinking it neither 
fit nor tolerable, that three'or four of the meaneft fort amoneft the earls, fhall pre- 
fume to challenge to themfelves a rule over the whole realme, the next of the blood, 
the firft in rank, the greateft alway both for the antientry of their houfes, degree, 
and forces, being negleckted; this order they think prepofterous, that the meaner 
fort fhll be placed in publick funétion to command, and the greater fhall continue 
as private men to obey ; befides that, they think if the commiffion had in the be- 
ginning been valewable, (which the moft part will not grant) yet can it not be ex- 
tended to the prefent, for that the conditions thereunto anneaed are ceafed, and fo 
the effect of the whole void; the letter part of this divifion hath many pretences, 
for befides the queen’s faction, which a wholly on that fide, a great number of thefe 
t 2 that 


Tis great defolation threatned to this whole realm, be the divifions thereof An Original. 
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that have heretofore poffefed the king's obedience, do favour the f.me, and-will not 
vield to the goverment of the other, whole preferment for refpects they miflike, 
whien the queen's faction-fhall be increafed, with a part of the king’s, and thefe not 
of leaft fubttance, and yow may judge what is like to infue ; an other incident is 
like to move men to enter in further difcourfes, it is given out here in Scotland, 
that the quten’s majefty is fetting forth fone forces towards the border, which fhall 
enter this realm, to countenance thefe, that afpire to the regiment, and fupprefs the 
cont-ary faction, and bruts are fpread, that the fame fhall be here out of hand ; 
thefe that think themfelves of equal force with their contrury faction at home, or 
rather an over-match to them, yet not able to encounter with the forces of another 
prince, rather than yield to their inferiors, will, I fear, take advife of neceflity, 
and evill councillors, and fuch alfo the maintenance of fome foreign prince, whereby 
her majefty (altho no further. inconvenient were to be feared) muft be driven to ex-. 
ceffive charges, and it would appear there were a confiracy of all the elements at 
one time to fet us together by the ears, for now when the rumour of your forces 
com‘ng towards the border is fpread abroad, even at the fame time its arrived at 
Dumbarton, a galzeon with a meffenger fent exprefly from the king of Fiance, to 
that purt of the nobility, that favours the queen, to learn the ftate of the country, 
and what fupport they lack or defire, either for furtherance of her afairsy or for their 
own fafety; affuredly this meflage will be well received, and fuffered accordingly, 
this is the prefent {tate of Scotland. Now if your lordfhip would alfo know my 
opinion, how to choice the beft, as the cafe ftandeth; I will in that alfo fatisfie 
your lordfhip, I am required from them to deal plainly, and your lordfhip fhall judge 
wither I do fo or not; for I think it plain dealing, when I fimply utter my judge- 
ment, and go not about to difguife my intents. I truft the queen’s majefty hath a 
defire to retain at her devotion the realme of Scotland, which fhe hath gone about 
to purchafe, with beftowing great charges, and the lofs of fome of her people; 
this defire is honourable for her highnefs, profitable for both the contrys, and of 
none to be difallowed ; {pecially if it be (as I take it) to have the amity of the whole 
realm, for it is not a portion of Scotland can ferve her turn, nor will it prove com- 
modious for her to fuit the friendfhip of a faction of Scotland, for in fo doing, in 
gaining the beft, fhe may lofe the more, and the fame would bring all her actions 
with us in fufpicion, if fhe fhould go about to nourifh factions amongft us, which 
meaning { am fure never entered into her majefty’s heart; then if it be the friend- 
flip of the whole fhe doth demand, let her not, for pleafure of one part, go about 
to overthrow the remnant, which will not be fo faifable, as fome may give her to 
underftand ; but rather, by way of treaty, let her go about to pacify the whole 
ftate, bring the parties to an accord, reduce us all by good means to an uniformity, fo 
fhall fhe give us ail occafion to think well of her doings, that fhe tendeth our wealth, 
and provoks us univerfally to wifh unto her majefty a moft profpercus continuance ; 
by the contrary, if for the pleafure of afew, fhe will fend forces to fupprefs thefe 
whom they miflike, and fo confequently offend many ; men be not fo faint hearted, 
but they have courage to provide for their own fafty, and not only will embrace the 
means partly offered, but will alfo procure further, at the hand of other princes. 
‘This for mine own part, I do abhorr, and proteft I-defire never to fee forces of 
ftrangers to fet foot within this land, yet 1know not what point neceffity may drive 
men into, as if men in the middle of the fea were in afhip, which fuddenly fhould 
be fet on fire, the fear of burning would make them to leap into the fea, and foon after 
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the fear of the watter wou'd drive them to cleive again to the fired fhip, fo for avoide 
ing prefent evill, men will many times be inforced to have rcouife to another, nolefs 
dangerous. ‘Truft me forces will not bring forth any good frut to her majefty’s 
behove, it muft be fome way of treaty fhall ferve the turn, wherein by my former let- 
ters your lordthip doth know already what is my judgement; yow fee how pl.inly I 
do write, without confideration in what part my letters may be taken, yet my hope 
is that fuch as will favourably interpret them, fhall think that [ mean as well to her 
majefty, and that realme, as thefe that will utter other language. I with the con- 
tinuance of the amity betwixt the two contrys, without other refpect, and wiil not 


conceal from her majefty any thing, to my knowledge, tending to the prejudice theie- - 


of; if I fhall perceave her majefty taking frank dealings in evill part, 1 fhall from 
thenceforth for::ear ; in the mean feafon [ will not ceafe to trowble your lordfhip, as 
i fhall have occation to write, and fo I take my leave of your lordihip. 


No. II. (Vol. II. p. 8.) 
A letter of queen Elifabeth to the earle of Suffeks, July 2d, 1570. 


IGHT trufty and well beloved coufin we greet you well, this day we have cajjery-. 
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received your letters of 28 the Jaft month, with all other letters, fent from M.S. Hiitory. 
Scotland, and mentioned in your letters, whereunto anfwer is delired to be given be-y, 2. p. 189. 


fore the tenth of this month; which is a very fhort time, the weightinefs of the 
matters, and the diftance of the places confidered; reverthelefs we have, as the 
fhortnefs could fuffer it, refolved to give this anfwer following, which we will, that 
yow, by warrand hereof, fhall caufe to be given in our name to the earl of Lennox 
and the reft of the noblemen conveend with him. Where it is by them, in their 
letters, and writtings alledg’d, that for lack of our refolute anfwer concerning the 
eftablifhing of the regiment of the realm under their young king, great inconveni- 
ences have happned, and therefore they have deferred now at their laft convention to 
determine of the famine, who fhall have the place of governour, until the 21ft this 
- month, before which time they require to have our advife, in what perfon or perfons 
the goverment of that realm fhall be eftablifhed, we accept very thankfull the good 
will and reputation they have of us, in yielding fo frankly to require and follow our 
advife in a matter, that toucheth the ftate of their king, their felves, and realm fo 
near, wherein as we perceive, that by our former forbearing to intermeddle therein, 
they have taken fome difcomfort, as though that we would not have regard to their 
ftate and fuerty, fo on the other part, they of their wifdoms ought to think, that it 
might be by the whole world evill interpreted in us to appoint them a form of go- 
verment, or a governour by name, for that howfoever we fhould mean well if we 
fheuld do fo, yet it could not be without fome jealoufy in the heads of the eftate, no- 
bility, and community of that realm, that the goverment thereof fhould be by me 
{pecially named, and ordain’d ; fo as finding difficulty on both parts, and yet miflik- 
ing moft that they fhould take any difcomfort by our forbearing to fhow our mind 
therein, we have thought in this fort for to proceed, confidering with ourfelves how 
now that realm had been a good fpace of time ruled in the name of their king, and 
by reafon of his bafe age, governed heretofore by a very carefull and honourable per- 
fon, the earle of Murray, untill that by a mifchievous perfon, (an evil example) he 


was : 
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was murdered, whereby great diforder and confufion of neceffity had, and will more 
follow, if deterniination be not made of fome other fpeciall perfon, or perfons, to 
take the charge of governour, or fuperior ruler fpeciall, for adminiftration of law 
and juftice, we cannot but very well allow the defire that thefe lords to have fome 
fpeciall governour to be chofen ; and thercfore being well affured, that the:r own un- 
derftanding of all others is beft to confider the ftate of that realm, and to difcern the 
abilitics and qualities of every perfon meet and capable for fuch a charge, we fhall 
better fatisfie ourfelves, whom they by their common confent fhall firft choofe and 
appoint to that purpofe, then of any to be by us aforehand uncertainly named, and 
that becaufe they fhall perceave that we have care of the perfon of their king, who 
by nearnefs of blood, and in refpect of his fo young years, ought to be very tender 
and dear to us, we fhall not hide our opinion from them, but if they fhall all ac- 
cord to name his grandfather, our coufin, the earl of Lennox, to be governor alone,. 
or jointly with others, (whom we hear to be in the mean time by their common con- 
fent appointed lieutenant-general) reafon moveth us to think that none can be cho- 
fen in that whole realm, that fhall more defire the prefervation of the king, and be 
mcre meet to have the goverment for his fafety, being next to him in blood of any 
nobleman of that realm, or elfewhere; and yet, hereby, we do not mean to pre- 
fcrive to them this choice, except they fhall of themfelves fully and freely allow 
thereof; furthermore we would have them well aflured, that whatfoever reports 
of devifes, are, or fhall be fpread or invented, that we have already yielded our 
mind to, yield to alter the ftate of the king or goverment of that realm, the fame- 
are without juft caufe or ground by us given, for as we have already advertifed them, 
that although we have yielded to hear, which in honour we could not refufe, what 
the queen of Scots or her part fhall fay and offer, not only for her own affurance, 
but for the wealth of that realm, yet not knowing what the fame will be, that thall 
be offered, we mean not to break-the order of law and juftice, by advancing her 
caufe, or prejudging her contrary, before we fhall delliberately and affuredly fee, uron 
the hearing of the whole, fome place neceflary, and juft caufe to do; and therefore 
finding that realm ruled by a king, and the fame affirmed by laws of that realm,’ 
and thcreof invefted by coronation and other folemnities ufed and requifite, and ge-- 
nerally fo reccived be the whole eftates, we mean not, by yielding to hear the com- 
plaints or informations of the queen again{t her fon, to do any act whereby to make 
conclufion of goverments, but as we have found it, fo to fuffer the fame to continue, ' 
yea not to fuffer it to be altered by any means that we may impefhe, as to our ho-. 
nor it doth belong, as by your late aétions hath manifcftly appeared, untill by fome 
juflice, and clear caufe, we fhall be directly induced otherwife to declare our opi-’ 
nion ; and this we would have them to know to be our determination and courfe that 
we mean to hold, whereon we truft they for their king may fee how plainly and ho- 
nourably we mean to proceed, and how little caufe they have to doubt of us, whate’ 
foever to the contrary they have or fhall hear; and on the other part, we pray 
them of their wifdums to think how unhonourable, and contrary to all human order 
it were for us, when the queen of Scotland doth fo many ways require to hear her 
ceufe, and doth offer to be ordered be us in the fame, as well for matters betwixt 


_ our’elves and her, as betwixt herfelf and her fon and his party of that realm, againft 


which offers no reafon could move us to refufe to give ear, that we fhould afore- 
hand openly and directly, before the cafes be heard and confidered, as it were, 
give a judgement or fentence cither for ourfelves or for them, whom fhe maketh to be- 
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her contraries. Finally ye fhall admonifh them, that they do not, by mifcon- 
ceiving our good meaning toward them, or by indirect affertions of their adver- 
fary grounded on untruths, hinder or weaken their own caufe, in fuch fort, that our 
good meaning towards them fhall not take fuch effect towards them, as they fhall de- 
fire, or themfelves have need of. All this our anfwer ye fhall caufe be given them, 
and let them know, that for the fhortnefs of time, this being the end of the fecond 
of this month, we neither could make any longer decluration cf our m:nd, nor yet 
write any feveral letters, as if time might have ferved we would have done. 2 July, 
1570; 


No. III. (Vol. II. p. 8.) 
The bifhop of Rofs to fecretary Lidington from Chattifworth. 


HAVE received your letters dated the 26th of May, here at Chattifworth, the 1cJune, 1- 50. 
roth of January, but on the receipt thereof I had written to you at length, like | 

as the queen did with my lord Levingfton, by the which you will be refolved of 
many points contained in your faid letter. I writ to you that I received your letter 
and credit from Tha’. Cowy at London, and fent to Leicefter to know the queen of 
England’s mind whether if you fhould come here or not. He fent me word, that 
fhe will no ways have you come as one of the commiffioners, becaufe fhe is yet of- 
fended with you; and therefore it appears good that ye come not hither, but remain 
where you are, to ufe your wifdom and diligence, as may beft advance the queen’s 
affairs, for I perceive your weil and fafety depends thereon, in refpect of the great 
feid and ennimity born againft you by your Scots people, and the grest heirfhip taken 
of your father’s landis; both were fure demonftrations of their malice. Yet I am 
encouraged by your ftout and deliberate mind. Aflure yourfelf no deligence fhall 
be omitted to procure fupports forth off all parts where it may be had. We will not 
refufe the aid neither of papift, Jew, nor Gentil, after my advice ; and to this end, 
during this treaty, let all things be well prepared. And feeing my lord Seaton is de- 
firous to go into Flanders, the queen thinks it very neceflary that he fo do, for the 
duke D’Alva has gotten exprefs command of the king of Spain to give fupport, and I 
am fure that there he fhall have aid both of Flanders and the pope, for it abides 
only on the coming of fome men of countenance, to procure and receive the fame. 
He muft needs tarry there, on the preparations thereof, during this treaty, which 
will be. a great furtherance to the fame here. ‘The. queen has already written to the 
duke D’Alva for this effect, advertizing of his coming ; .there is certain fums of mo- 
ney coming for fupport of the Englifhmen, as I wrote to you before, from the pope. 
Whereupon I would he had a general -commiffion to deal for them, and receive fuch 
fums as fhall be given. ‘The means fhall be found to caufe you be anfuerit of the 
fums you writ for, to be difponit upon the furnifhing of the caftle of Edenburgh, fo 
being fome honeft and true man were fent to Flanders to receive it, as faid is, which 
I would you prepared and feot.. Orders fhall be taken for the metals as you writ of. 
We have proponit your avyce in entring to treat with the queen of England, for 
retiring of her forces puntyoally for lack of aid. Your anfwers to the Englifhmen 
are tho’t very good, but above all kecp you weil out of their hands, in that cafe, 
eftote prudentes ficut ferpentes. You may take experience with the hard dealing 
with me, how ye would be ufed if ye were here, and yet I am not forth of ome 

eing 
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being in medio nationes pravae ; alway no fear, with God's grace, fliall make me 
fur nk from her majefty’s fervice. Since the queen of Enzland has refufed that you 
come here, it appears to me quod nondum eft fedata malita amoricorum, &c. and 
therefore if Athol or Cathenes might by any means be procured to come, they were 
the moft fit fur the purpofe, Rothes were alfo meet if he and I were not both of one 
firname; {9 the treaty would get the leis credit either in Scotland or here. “There- 
fore avys, and fend the beft may ferve the turn, and fail not Robert Melvil come 
with them, whoever comes, for fo is the queen’s pleafure; in my laft packet, with 
James Fogo, to you, in the beginning of May, I fent a letter of the queen’s own 
hand writing to him, which I truft ye received. Iam forry ye come not for the great 
relief I hoped to have had by your prefence, for you could well have handled the 
queen of Engtand, after her humour, as you were wont todo The reft I refer to 
your good wifdom, praying God to fend you halth. From Chattifworth the 15th 
of January. 


No. IV. (Vol. IE. p. 26.) 


The declaration of John Cais to the lords of Grainge and Lethington 
zoungare upon the 8th day of Oct. 1571. 


Hereas you defire to know the queen’s majefty’s pleafure, what fhe will do 

for appeafing of thefe controverfies, and therewith has offered yourfelves to 

be at her commandment, touching the common tranquility of the whole ifle, and 

the amity of both realms; her pleafure is in this behalf, that ye fhould leave off the 

maintenance of this civil difcord, and give your obedience to the king, whom fhe 
will maintain to the utmoft of her power. 7 

ANDb inthis doing, fhe will deal with the regent and the king’s party, to receive 
you into favour, upon reafonable conditions for fecurity of life and livings. 

Atso fhe fays that the queen of Scotts, for that fhe has practifed with the pope 
and other princes, and alfo with her own fubjects in England, , his and dangerous 
treafons againft the ftate of her own country, and alfo to the deftruction of her own 
perfon, that fhe fhall never bear authority, nor have liberty while the lives, 

Ir ye refufe thefe gentle offers, now offered unto you, fhe will prefently aid the 
king’s party, with men, ammunition, and all neceflary things, to be had againft 
you. 

WHEREUPON her majefty requires your anfwer with fpecd, without any delay. 


No. V. (Vol. II. p. 34.) 
Articles fent by Knox to the general affembly, Auguft sth, 1572; 


ae Pome defiring a new act to be made ratifying all things concerning the king and 
alderw. ivi. 7. 


his obedience that were enacted of before without any change, and that the 


Hiftory. V. 2. minifters who have contraveend the former aéts be corrected as accordeth. 


356. 


2 


THarT fute be made to the regent’s grace and nobility maintaining the king's 
caufe, that whatfoeve~ proceedeth in this treaty of peace they be mindful the kirk 
be 
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‘be not prejudg’d thereby, in any fort, and they fpecially of the minifters, that have 
‘been robbed of their poffeffions within the kirk during the time of the troubles, or 
otherwife dung and injured, may be reftored. 

To fute at the regent, that no gift of any bifhoprick or other benefice be given to 
any perfon, contrary to the tenor of the acts made in the time of the firft regent of 
good memory, and thcy that are Biven contrar the faid acts, or to any unqualified 
perfon, may be revoked and made null be an act of fecret council, and that all bi- 
fhopricks fo vacand may be prefented, and qualified perfons nominat thereunto, within 


a year after the vaking thereof, accerding to the order taken in Leith be the com- - 


miffioners of the nobility and of the kirk in the month of January laft, and in fpe- 
-cial to complain upon the giving of bifhoprick of Rofs to the lord Methven. 

THAT no pentions of benefices, great or mall, be given be fimple donation of 
any lord regent, withcut confent of the pofleflor of the faids benefices having tittle 
thereto, and the admiffion of the fuperintendent or commiffioners of the province 
where this benefice lyeth, or of the bifhops lawfully elected according to the faid 
order taken at Leith; and defire an act of council to be made thereupon, until the 
next parliament, wherein the famine may be {pecially ina€ted, with inhibition to the 
lords of feffien to give any letters or decreets, upon fuch iimple gifts of benefices 
or pentions not been given in manner above rehearfed, and that the kirk prefently 
allembled declare all fuch gifts null fo far as lyeth in their power. 

Tuart the firft form of prefentation to benefices, which were in the firft and fe- 
cond regents time, be not chang’d, as now it is commonly; but that this claufe be 
contained in the prefentation, that if the perfons prefented make not refidence, or 
be flanderous or found unworthy either in life or doctrine be the judgment of the 
kirk, (to which alwife he fhaH be fubject) or meet to be tranfported to another 
room at the fight of the kirk, the faid prefentation and all that fhall fall thereupon 
fhall be null and of no force nor effect ; and this to have place alfo in the nomina- 
tion of the bifhops. | 

THAT an act be made in this aflembly that all things done in prejudice of the 
kirk’s affumptions of the thirds, either be papifts or others, by giving of fews, life- 
rents, or tacks, or any otherwile difponing the faid aflumed thirds, be declared null 
with a folemn proteftation the whole kirk difafenteth thercto. 

THAT an act be made decerning and ordaiaing all bifhaps, admitted to the order 
of the kirk now received, to give account of their whole rentss and intromiffions 
therewith once in the year, as the kirk fhall appoint, for fuch caufes as the kirk may 
eafily confider the fame to be moft expedient and neceflar. __ 

ANEnT the jurifdiction of the kirk, that the fame be determined in this aflembly, 
becaufe this article hath been long pofpond to make fute to the regent and council 
for remedy againft meflengers and excommunicate perfons. | 

Last that orders be taken anent the procurers of the kirk, who procure againit 
minifters and miniftry, and for futting of juftice of the kirk’s actions in the feffion. 


Vou, I; U vn 7 N QO. VI, | 
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No. VI. (Vol. TI. p. 39.) 


Declaration of Henry Killigrew, Efq,; upon the peace concluded the 
23d Feb. 1572. 


E it known to all men, by thefe prefents, that I Henry Killigrewe, Efq; am- 
baffador for the queen’s majefty of England, Forafmuch as, at the earneft mo- 

tion and folicitation being made to me, on her highne(s’s behalf, there is accord and 
pacification of the publick troubles and civil war within this realm of Scotland azreed 
and concluded, and the fame favourably extended towards the right honourable George 
earl of Huntly, lord Gordon and Baidzenoch, and the lord John Hamilton, fon to 
the duke’s Grace of Chaftellarault, and commendatour of the abby of Abirbrothock, 
for the furety of the lives, livings, honours, and goods of them, their kinfolks, 
friends, fervants, and partakers, now properly depending on them; in treating of 
the which faid pacification, the murderers of the late earl of Murray uncle, and the 
earl of Levenax grandfather, late regent to the king’s majefty of Scotland his realm 
and lieges, as alfo an article touching the difcharge for the fructis or moveable goods, 
which the faid perfons have taken fra perfonis profeffing the king’s obedience, or for 
the damages done or committed by them, fince the rs5th day of Junij, 1567, and 
before the penult day of July laft by pafled, by reafon of the common caufe or any 
thing depending thereupon, being thought by the king’s commifaries materis of fuch 
wecht and importance, as the king’s prefent regent could not conveniently, of him- 
felf, remit or difcharge the fame. Yetin refpect of the neceffity of the prefent pa- 
cification, and for the weil of the king, and common quietnefs of this realm and 
leiges, it is accorded, that the matters of remiffion of the faid murderers, and of 
the difcharge of the faid fructis, moveable goods, and other damages, moved by the 
perfons defiring the faid remiffions and difcharge to the queen’s majefty my fove- 
reign, as to the princefs neareft both in blood and habitation to the king of Scotts. 
And whatfoever her majefty fhall advife and councel touching the faid remiffion and 
difcharge, the faid lord regent, for the weil of the king and univerfal quietnefs of 
the realm of Scotland, fhall perform, obferve, and fulfill the fame. And in likewife, 
the faid earl Huntly, and commendatour of the Abirbrothock, being urged to have 
delivered pledges and hoftages for obfervation of the conditions of the faid accord 
and pacification, hath required me in place thereof, in her majefty’s name, by vir- 
tue of my commiffion, to promife for them that they fhall truly and faithfully ob- 
ferve and keep the faid pacification; and all articles and conditions thereof, for their 
parts, and that it would pleafe her majefty to interpofe herfelf, as furety and cau- 
tioner for them to that effect, to the king’s majefty of Scotland their fovereign and 
his faid regent, which I have done, and promife to do, by virtue of his majefty’s 
commiffion, as by the honourable and plain dealing of the faid earl and lord, their 
intention to peace well appears, the fame being moft agreeable to the mind of the 
queen’s majefty my fovereign, which fo long by her minifters hath travelled for the 
faid pacification, and in the end, at her motion and follicitation, the fame is ad- 
corded, knowing her majefty’s godly de‘ire, that the fame may continue unviolate, 
and that the noblemen and others now returning to the king’s obedience fhall have 
fufficient furety for their lives, livings, honours and goods, Therefore in her ma- 


I jefty’s 
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Jefty’s name, and by virtue of my commiffion, I promife to the aforefaid earl Huntly 
and commendator of Abirbrothock, that by her majefty’s good means, the faid re- 
miffion and ditcharge fhall be purchafed and obtained to them, their kinfolks, friends, 
fervants, and partakers, now properly depending upon them, (the perfons fpecified 
in the firft abftinance always excepted) as alfo that the faid pactfication fhall be truly 
obferved to them, and that her majefty fhall interpofe herfelf as confervatrix thereof, 
and endeavour herfelf to caufe the fame to be truly and fincerely kept in all points 
and articles thereof accordinely. In witnefs whereof, I have to this prefent fub{crib- 
ed with my hand, and fealed the fame with mine own feal the 13th day of Febry, 
Anno Domini, 1572. And this to be performed by me, betwixt the date hereof, 


and the parliament which fhall be appointed for their reftitution, or at the furthelt — 


before the end of the faid parliament. Sic fubfcribitur. 


The bifhop of Glafgow’s note concerning the queen of Scotland’s dowry. 


HE queen of Scotland, dowager of France, had for her dowry, befides other ; 0-6, 
pofleffions, the dukedom of Turrene, which was folemnly contracted and given Cott. Lib. 


yt 


to her by the king and eftates of parliament; which dukedom fhe poflefled peace- Cal, B. 1V. 


ably till 1576, and then, upon the pacification betwixt the king and Monf* his 
brother, to augment whofe appennage this dutchy was given, to which the 
queen of Scotland yielded upon account of princes, who were her near relations, 
provided the equivalent which was promifed her fhould be faithfully performed. 
So that year, after a great many follicitations, in lieu of that dutchy, the had grant- 
ed her the county of Vermaudaife with the lands and bailiwicks of Seuley and Vetry ; 
tho’ ’tis known that county, and the other lands were not of equal value with Tu- 
rene, but was promifed to have an addition of lands in the neighbourhood to an 
equal value. Upon this letters patent were granted, which were confirmed in the 
courts of parliament, chamber of accompts, court of aids, chamber of the treafury, 
and others neceflary ; upon which fhe entered into poffeffion of that county, &c. 
Afterwards, by a valuation of the commitfioners of the chamber of accompts, it 
was found, that the revenue of that county, &c. did not amount to thofe of Turene 
by 30co livres. But inftead of making up this deficiency according to juftice, 
fome of the privy council, viz. M.de Cheverny, the prefidents of Bellievre, Ni- 
cocholay, and St. Bonet, in the name of the king, notwithftanding of her aforefaid 
loffes, did fell and alienate the lands of Senlis, and the dutchy of Eftaimpes, to 
madam de Monpenfier, from whom the king received money; of which fale 
the councellors aforefaid obliged themfelves to be guarantees, which hath hindred 
the aforefaid queen to have juftice done her. So that madam de Monpenfier hath 
been put in pofleffion of thefe lands of Senlis, contrary to all the declaration, pro- 
teftation, and aflurances of the king of France to queen Mary’s ambafladors. So 
that the queen of Scotland is difpoflefled of her dowry, contrary to all equity, with- 
out any regard to her quality. 


U u 2 No. VII, 
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No. VIT. (Vol. II. p. 44.) 
A letter from the lord of Lochlevin to the regent Mortoun. 
d March T will pleafe your grace, I received your grace’s letter, and has confidered the: 
, fame. The parfon of Camfey, was here at me before the receit thereof, direct~ 


1677. ; : 
Bor Mor- ed fra my lord of Mar, and the mafter ancnt my laft written, which was the an- 
toun’s Ar- {wer of the writing that the mafter fent to me, which I fend to your grace, defiring 


chieves, me to come to Steiling to confer with them. Ihad given my anfwer before the re- 
Bund. B. No. ceit of your grace’s letter, that [ behuiffit to be befyd Sanct Androis, at ane friends_ 
19. trefyt, which I might not omit; I underftand by my faid coufin, that the king’s 


majefty is to write to divers of the nobility to come there, anent your lordfhip’s.- 
trial, and that he had written before his departing to my lord Monthrois. I under- 
ftand, likewife, he will write to your grace to come there for the fame effect, which 
I tho’t good to make your grace forfeen of the fame, praying your grace, for the: 
love of God Almighty, to look upon the beft, and not to fleep in fecurity, but to 
turn you with unfeigned heart to God, and to cenfider with yourfelf, that when the: 
king’s majefty was very young, God made him the inftrument to diveft his mother 
from her authority, who was natural princefs, for offending of his divine smiajefty,. 
and that there ran no vice in her,. but that the fame is as largely in you, except 
that your giace condefcended not to the deftruclion of your wife. For as to har- 
Jotry, and ambition, I think your grace has as far offended God, and far more in. 
avaritioufnefs, which vycis God never Icft unplagued, except fpeedy repentance, 
which I pray God grant to your grace, for otherwife your prace can never have the: 
love of God nor man. J] pray your grace flatter not yourfelf, for if your grace be- 
Jieves that ye have the good will of them that are the king’s good willers ye deceive: 
bat for furely I fee perfectly that your own particulars are not contented, lat 
y the reft, and that moft principally for your hard dealing. I pray your grace, 
beir with me that I am thus hamlie, for certainly it proceeds from no grudge, but 
from the very affection of my heart towards your grace, which has continued fince 
we were acquainted. And now I fee, becaufe the matter ftands in your grace’s. 
handling with the king’s majefty, for certainly, if your grace fall forth with him 
now, I fee not how ye fhall meet hereafter ; pray I your grace to call to God, and 
Jook on the beft, and caft from your grace both your vices, to wit, ambition and. 
avaritioufnefs. I am. riding this day to Sanét Androis, and truft to return on Wed-. 
nefday at the fartheft. If your grace will command me in any offices that are ho-. 
neft, that I may do your grace pleafure in at Sterling, advertife of your grace’s. 
mind, and fhall do to my power and knowlege, and this with my heartlie, &c. &c.. 


To our trufty coufin the: lord Lochleven. 


Brom the Ori- TRUSTY coufin, after our moft hearty commendations, we received your letter- 
ginal, E. of of the 3d of March, and as we take your plainnefs thercin in good part, as pro- 
Morton’s Ar-ceeding from a friend and kinfman, in whofe good affection towards us we never. 
a fo ye may not thinkit ftrange that we purge ousfelf fo far of your accufa- 

o INQ. 31 tion,, 


APPENDI X 73 
tion, as in confcience we find not ourfelf to have offended in. As touching our of- | 
fence to God, we intend not to excufe it, but to fubmit us to his mercy; 
for ambition furely we think none can juftly accufe us; for in our private cftate we 
could, and can live as we!l contented, as any of our degree in Scotland, without fur- 
‘ther afpiring. The bearing to the charge of the government of the realm, indeed, 
mon lead us, or any other that fhall occupy that place, not fimply to refpect our- 
fclf, but his majefty’s rowme which we fupply, and therein not tranfcending the 
_bounds of mealure, as, we truft, it fhall not be found we have done, it ought not 
to be attrituted to any ambition in us. For as foon as ever his majelty fhall thiik 
him‘elf ready and able for his own government, none fhall more willingly agree and’ 
advance the fame nor I, fince I think never to fet my face ,againft him, whofe ho- 
_ tour, fafety and prefervation has been fo dear unto me, nor I will never believe to 
find otherwife at his hand than favour, although all the unfriends I have in the earth 
were about him, to perfuade him to the contrary. As we write unto you, our friendly 
dealing and confidence in the houfe of Mar is not thankfully acquit; as we truft 
yourfelf confiders, but becaufe the ambafladors of England, my lerd-of Angus, the 
chancellor, treafurer, and fome noblemen rides weft this day to fee the king, we: 
pray you heartily addrefs yourfelf to be there as foon as ye can, and as ye fhall find 
the likelihood of all things, Jet us be advertized thereof, with your own advice, by 
Alext Hay, whom we have tho’t good to fend weft, feeing my lord of Angus from. 
Sterling rides to Douglas. And fo we commit you in the protection of God. At 


Holyroodhoufe, the 4th of March, 1577. 


For the avaricioufnefs laid to our charge, indeed it lies not in us fo liberally to: 
deal the king’s geare, as to fatisfy all cravers, nor never fhall any fovereign and na- | 
tive born prince, let be any officer, efchew the difdains of fuch, as thinks them judges. 
to their own reward ; in many caufes, I doubt not to find the affiftance of my friends, 
but where my a€iions fhall appear unhoneft, [ will not crave their affiftance, but: 


let me bear my own burthen., 


No. VIH. (Vol. II. p. 83.) 


The coppy of the king of France his directions fent to Scotland with: 
Seineur de la Motte Fenelon. Tranflated out of the I’rench. 


IRST, on their majeftys moft chriftian part, he fhall make the moft honourable ee 
falutation and vifiting to the moft ferene king of Scotland, their good brother MI 5 Hin 
and little fon, that in him is poffable. ; Vol. : ane 
To give him their letters that are clofed, fuch and fuch like as they have written se ca 
to him with their hands, and to fhow exprefly the perfect friendfhip and fingular af- 
fe&tion, that thcir majeftys bear to him, and to bring back the anfwer. 
To take head to the things which touch near the moft ferene king, to the eftect 
that his perfon may be in no danger, but that it may be moft furcly preferved. 
ANp that he be not hindred in the honelt liberty that he ought to have, and that 
no greater, or ftraiter guards be about him than he had before. 
. Awp fuch like, that he be not impeached in the authority, that God hath given: ‘ 
to him of king and prince fovereign above his fubjects, to the effect he may as. 
freely ordain and command in his affairs, and in the affairs of his country, with his 


erdinary council, as he was ufed to do of before.. 
- | 7 THanr 


‘a . 
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TuarT his nobility, barons and commonality of his contry may have their free. 
liberty to refort to his ferene majefty, without fufpicion of greater guards or more 
armed men about his perfon then the ufe was, that they be not affraid and hindered 
to refort ; and further that the fegnieur de la Motte Fenelon fall liberally and frely 
{peak to the faid ferene king and council, requiring the re-eftablifhing of that that 
may or hath been changed or altered. - 

Anp that he may know if the principalls of the nobility, and other men of good 
behaviour of the towns and commonality of the contry conveens, and are content 
with the form cf goverment prefently with the {aid ferene king, to the end that if 
their be any mifcontent he may travaile to agree them together, and that he return 
not without the certainty ‘of the famine. 

Awp if he may underftand that there be any who have not ufed them fo reverently 
towards the faid ferene king their fovereign lord, as the duty of their obedience re- 
quired, that he may pray on this behalf of his majefty moft chriftian the faid ferene king 
his good brother, giving him councill wholly to forget the fame, and exorting them 
to do their duty towards his majefty, in time coming, in all refpects with the obedi- 
ence and true fubjection they ought him.” ; 

Anp if the faid fegnieur De la Motte, perceves the faid ferene king to be in any 
manner conftrained of his perfon, authority, liberty, and difpofition of his effairs, 
than he ufed to be, and not convenient for his royal dignity, or as the (overeignty 
of a prince does require, that he ufe all moyen lawful and honeft to place him in 
the famine, and that he imploy as much as the credit of his moft chr.ftian majefty 
may do toward the nobility, and fubjeCts of that contry, and as much as may his 
name, with the name of his crown towards the Scottifh nation, the which he 
loves and confides in as much as they were proper Frenchmen. 

Anp that he wittnefs to the faid ferene king, and his eftates, of his confent, and 
to all the nobility and principall perfonages of the contry, that his moft Chriftian 
majeftie will continue on his part in the moft ancient alliance and confederacy, 
which he hath had with the faid ferene king his good brother, praying his nobility 
and contry, with his principall fubjects, to perfevere in the famine, in all good un- 
derftanding and friendfhip with him; the which, on his part, he fhall do, obferving 
the famine moft inviolable. 

FurTHER his moft chriftian majefty underftanding that the ferene king his good 
brother was contented with the duke of Lennox, and his fervife, the faid fignieur 
De la Mette had charged to pray his ferene majefty that he might remain befide 
him to his contentment, belicving that he fhould more willing intertain’ the points 
of love and confederace, betwixt their majeftys and their contrys, becaufe he was a 
good fubject to them both; and if he might not remain, without fome alteration of 
the tranquility of his eftate, that he might retire him to his own houfe in the faid 
contry, in furenes, or if he pleafed to return to France that he might fuerly—— 
and if it pleafes his ferene majefty, to caufe ceafe and ftay the impeachments, 
that are made of new upon the frontiers, to the effect that the natural Frenchmen 
may enter as freely into the contry, as they were wont to do of before. 

Anp that there may be no purpofe of diftamation, nor no fpeech but honour- 
able of the moft Chriftian king, in that contry, but fuch like as is fpoken moft ho- 
nourably of the ferene king of Scotland in France. 

He had another head to propone, which he concealed till a little before his depar- 
ture to wit, that the queen, the king’s mother, was content to receive her fon in 
affociation of the kingdom. 

No. IX. 
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No. IX. (Vol. If. p. 98.) 


Lord Hunfdane to fir Francis Walfingham, the 14th of Auguft, 1584, 
from Berwick. 
SIR, 

CCORDING to my former letters, touching my meeting with the earle of od 
A Arran upon Wedinfday laft, there came hither to me from the earle, the juf- “3 S. Hille 
tice clerk, and fir William Stuart, captain of Dumbarton, both of the king’s privie Vol 
council, to treat with me about the order of our metting, referring wholly to ME p. 374, - 
to appoint the hour, and the number we fhould meet withal ; fo as we concluded 
the place to be Foulden, the hour to be ten o’clock, and the number with ourfelves 
to be 13 of a fide; and the reft of our troops to ftand each of them a mile from the 
toun; the one on the one fide, the other on the other fide, fo as our troops were two 
miles afunders; I was not many horfemen, but I fupplied it with footmen, where I . 
had 100 fhot on horfe, but they were very near 5c0 horfe well appointed: Accord- 
ing to which appointment, we met yefterday, and after fome congratulations, the 
earle fell in the like proteftations of his good will and readinefs to ferve the queen’s 
majefty, before any prince in the world, next his fovereign, as he has done hereto- | 
fore by his letters, and rather more; with fuch earneft vows, as unlefs he be worfe 
than a devil, her majefty may difpofe of him at her pleafure; this being ended, I 
entered with him touching the caufe I had to deal w:th him, and fo near as I could, 
left nothing unrehearfed, that I had to charge the king or him with any unkind deal- 
ing toward her majefty, according to my inftructions, which without any delay-he 
anfwered prevently, as ye fhall perceive by the faid anfwers, fent herewith; but I 
replying unto him, he amplified them with many moe circumftances, but to this ef- 
fect. ‘Then I dealt with him touching the point of her majefty’s fatisfaCtion, for 
the uttering fuch practices as has be:n lately fet on foot for the difquieting of her 
majefty and her eftate, who thereof made fundry difcourfes, what marriages have 
been offered to his majefty by fundrie princes, and by what means the earle has fought 
. to divert them, and for what caufes ; the one, for that be marriage with Spain or 
France, he mutt alfo alter his religion, which as he is fure the king will never doe, 
fo will he never fuffer him to hearken unto it, fo long as he has any credit with 
him ; he denys not but the king has been dealt withal be practices to deal againft her 
majefty, which he has fo far denied and refufed to enter into, as maps have left deal- 
ing therein, but whatfoever the king or he knoweth therein there fhall be nothing 
hidden from her majefty, as her majefty fhall know very fhortly ; furely it feems by 
his fpeeches, that if the king would have yielded thereunto there had been no {mall 
company of French in Scotland ere now to difquiet her majefty. This being 
ended, I dealt with him earneftly for the ftay of this parliament, which now ap- 
proacheth ; or at the leaft that there may be nothing done therein, to the prejudice 
of thefe noblemen and others now in England, for the forfaulting of their livings 
and goods, hereupon he made a lonz difcourfe to me, firft of the earle of Angus 
dealing about the earle of Morton, then of his going out, notwithftanding of fundrie 
gracious offers the king had made him, then of the road of Ruthven, how that pre- 
fently after they had the king’s majefty in their hands, they imprifoned himfelf, deale 
with the king for putting of the duke out of the realm, the king refufed fo to do, 


they told him plainly that if he would not he fhould have the earle of Arran’s 
head 


verily they would not work any fuch practices, in refpect of the queen’s maje 
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‘head in a difh; the king afked what offence the earle had made? and they anfwereld 


it muft be fo, and fhould be fo; hereupon for the fafeguard of Arran’s life, the king 
was content to fend away the duke, and yet Arran afterwards fundrie times in dan- 
ger of his life; I alledged unto him the king’s Ictter to the queen’s majcfty, and his 
acts in council, that they had done nothing but for his fervife, and with his good 
1 king and contentment, who an{wered me he dur{t do no otherwife, nor could not 
do any thing but that which pleafed them, with fuch a number of other their dealings 
with the king whileft he was in their hands as are too long to be written, and too bad 
if they were true; I faid the king might have let the queen’s majeily’s ambaflador have 
known his mind fecretly, and her majefty would have relieved him; he anfwered, 
that the king was not ignorant that the apprehenfions in that manner, proceeded 
from Mr. Bow’s praétice, and thereby durit not impart fo much to him, and yet the 
king was content, and did give remiifion to as many, as would acknowledve their 
faults, and afk remiffion, and fuch as would not, he thought fit to banifh, to try 
their further loyalty, in which time they confpired the kinz’s fecond apprehenfion, 
and the killing of the earle, and others, and feduced the minifters to their faction, 
and yet not fatisfied with thefe confpiracies and treafonable dealings, (as he terms 


them) are entered into a third, being in England under her majefty’s protection, to 


difhonour hzr majefty as far as in them lyeth, or at leaft to caufe the king conceive 
fome unkindnefs in her majelty, for harbouring of the:n ; I wrote to yow what the 
confpiracy was, the taking of the king, the killing of the earle of Arran, and fome 
others, the taking of the cattle of Edint, and bringing home the earles, to take the 
charge of the king; all which (fays he) is by Drummond confefied, and by the 
provoft of Glencudden not greatly denicd, and the conftable of the caftle thereupon 
fled; the earle brought Drummond with him as far as Langton, wh re he lay to 
have confeffed the confpiracy before me, but having, at his lighting, received a blow 
on his Jeg with a horfe, fo as he could bring him no further, I replyed that I ie 

o 
abiding within her realme, and if there be any fuch practices, they have srocteded 
from others, and they not privie unto them; and that if ic be not apparently proved 
againft them, that it will be thoug:t to be fome practice to aggravate the fault, and 
to make them the more odious to the king. He anfwercd me, that it fhould be pro- 
ved fo fufficiently, that they fhould not be able, with truth, to deny it, for their 
own hands is to be fhowed to pirt of it, and therefore concluded, that if her ma- 
jefty fhould fo prefs the king for them at this time, that would rather hinder this 
matter of the amitty, nor further it, and that fince they feck chieSy his life, he could 
not, in any reafon, feck to do them any good; and befides he afiured me, that if he 
would, he dare not, this laft matter being fallen out as itis; and fuerly if this matter 
had not fallen out, I would not have deubted the reftoring of the earle of Marr very 
fhortly, if her majefty would have emp.oyed me therein, but for the earl of Angus, 
I perceive the king is perfuaded that both he, and the reft of the Douglaffes, have 
conceived fo mortall an hatred againft him aid the earl of Arran, about the death 
of the carl of Morton, as if they were at home, tomorrow next, they would not 
leave to practice and confpire the death of them both, and therefore a hard matter — 


to do any thing for him: finally, he concluded and required me to affure her majefty 


from the king, that there fhall nothing be hid from her, nor any thing left undone 
that may fatishe her majefty with reafon, and that the king fhall never do any thing, 


or.confent to have any thing done in her prejudice, fo long as be had any credit , 


with 
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with him, or authority under him. Having this far proceeded, he defired to fhow 
me his commiffion, which is under the great feal, to himfelf only, which is as large 


as may be, and yet fundrie of the privie councel there with him, but not one incom- 


miffion, nor prefent, nor near us all this time; having {pent almoft five hours in 
thefe matters ; he prefented to me the Mafter of Gray, who delivered to me a let 
ter from the king in his commendation, whom I perceive the king means to fend to 
her majefty, and therefore requires 2 fafe conduct for his paflage, which I pray yow 


procure, and fo fend it fo foon as you may; [I let him underftand of the lord Seaton’s — 


negotiation with the French king. He fwere to me, that Seaton was but a knave, 
and that it was partly againft his will, that he fhould be fent thither. But his com- 
miffion and inftruction being of no great importance, he yielded the fooner, and if 
Seaton has gone beyond his inftruftions, which Arran drew himfelf, he will make 
Seton fmart for it. “Touching William Newgate, and Mark Golgan, he protefted 
he never heard of any fuch ; he fays there was a litt‘e poor foul, with a black beard, 
come thither a begging, who faid he was an enemy to Defmond, to whom he gave 
@ croun, but never heard of him fince, and for any Scots man going into Ireland, 
he fays there is no fuch matter; if there be, there may be fome few rafkels that he 
knows not of ; and touching the coming of any jefuits into Scotland, he fays it is 
but the flanderous devife of the king’s enemys, and fuch as would have the world 
believe the king were ready to revolt in religion, who the world fhall well fee will 


continue as conftant therein, a3 what prince foever profefled it moft; andtheearle _—_- 


himfelf dos proteft to me, that, to his knowledge, he never faw a jefuit in his life, 
and did aflure me if there was any in Scotland, they fhould not do fo much harm 
in Scotland, as their minifters would do, if they preach fuch dodtrine as they did 
in Scotland ; and touching one Ballanden, of whom I wrote to yow, I heard from Me, 
Colvil, the earle avows conftantly that he knows not, nor hath not heard of any 
fuch man, but he would inquire at the juftice clerk, and would inform me what he 
could learn of that; thus I have made yow as fhort a difcourfe as I can of fo many 
matters, fo long difcourfed upon, but thefe are the principal points of all our talk, 
fo near as I can remember it, and for this time 1 commit yow to the Almighty. At 
Berwick, the 14th of Auguft, 15384. 


The king is very defirous to have 
my fon Robert Carrie to come to him. 
I pray yow know her majefty’s pleafure. 


Arran’s anfwers to the grieffs or articles proponed to the lord Hunfdane, 
fet down in another form. 


§ to the ftrait and fevere perfecution of all fach, as have been noted to have 

been well affected to the queen’s aie ie it cannot appear they were either 

‘tor that caufe punifhed, or hardly dealt mith; ince his majefty of late has been fo 

careful and diligent to choice out good inftruments to deal betwixt her majefty and him, 

as his majefty has done in eleQing of your lordfhip and me; befides that in all their 

accufations, their good will and affe&tion born to her majefty was, at no time, laid 

to their charge, but capital actions of treafon many way tried now be the whole three 
eftates, and more than manifeft to the world. 
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As for his majefty inhibiting, be publick proclamation, fuch as were baniffied, net. 
to repair in England ; the bruits and whifperings that came to his majefty’s ears, of 
their confpiracies, and treafons, which fince fyn they accomplifhed, fo far as in them lay, 
moved his majefty to inhibit them to repair to any place, fo near his majefty’s realm, 
leaft they fhould have atempted thefe things, which fhortly they did atempt, being 


‘farther off, and more diftant both by fea and land. 


As for reception of jefuits, and others, her majefty fugitives, and not deliverin 
them according to his promife, as your lordfhip propones, his majefty would be molt 
lad that fo it might fall out by your lordfhips traviles, that no. fugitive of either 


_realme fhould be received of either, and when fo fhall be, it fhall not fail on his 


€ote. Lib. 
Col. B. VIII. 
Fol. 147. An 
Original. 


majefty’s part, albeit in very deed this time by gone his majefty has been conftrained 
to receipt her majefty’s mean rebells and fugitives, contrar his good naturall, fince 
her majefty hath receipt, in effect, the who'e and greateft rebelis and traitors his 
amajefty in his own blood ever had ; as for the agreement with his majefty’s mother 
anent their affociation, his majefty has commanded me, in prefence of your lord(hip’s 
fervant, to aflure her majefty and your lordfhip, in his majefty’s name, that itis al- 
together falfe, and an untruth, nor any fuch like matter done yet. 

Hrs majefty has alfo commanded me to aflure your lordfhip, that it is alfo falfe 
and untrue, that his majefty has, by any means direct or indirect, fent any. meflage 
to the pope, er received any from him; or that his majefty has dealt with Spain or 
any foreigners, to harm her majefty or her realm, which his majefty could have no 
honour to do, this good intelligence taking place, as I hope in God it fhall. 

As concerning the contemptuous ufage of her majefty’s minifters, fent unto his. 
majefty, his majefty ufed none of them fo ; and if his majefty had, fufficient caufe 
‘was given by them, as fome of their own writs do. yet teftify ; as I more particularly 
fhewed your lordfhip at Foulden at our late meeting.. 


No. X. (Vol. II. p. 125.) 
Letter of Q. Mary to Q. Elizabeth. | 


Madame ma bonne Scur, 


Mi teton que vous avez eu communication d’ une lettre de Gray que vof- 
tre homme Semer me livra hier foubz le nom de mon filz y recongnoiffant 
quafi de mot a mot les mefmes raifons que le del Gray m’efcrivit en chifre eftant der-~ 
nicrement pres de vous defmontrant la fufifance & bonne intention du perfonage je. 
vous prieray feulement fuivant ce que fi devant je vous ay tant inftantement impor- 
tun€ que vous me permettiez defclaircir librement & ouvertement ce point de )’affo- 
ciation @’ entre moy & mon filz & me deflier les mains pour proceder avec luicomme. 
je jugeray eftre requis pour fon bien & Je mien. Et j’entreprendz quoy que l’on: 
vous die & puifle en rapporter de faire mentir ce petit brouillon qui perfuadé par au- 
cuns de vos miniftres a entrepris cette feparation entre moy & mon enfant, & pour 
y commencer je vous fupplie m’octroyer que je puifle parler a ce juftice clerk qui 
vous a efte nouvellement envoyé pour mander par luy amon filz mon intention fur 
cela, ce que je me promis que ne me refuferez, quant ce ne feroit que pour demon- 
trer en eficct la bonne intention que vous m’avez afleurée avoir a l’accord & entre- 
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tien de natural devoir entre la mere & l'enfant qui dit en bonnes termes eftre em- 
pefche p-ur vous me tenant captive en un defert ce que vous ne pourrez mieux def- 


amentir & faire paroitre voftre bon defir a notre union que me donnant les moyens d’ y 


proceder, & non m’en retenir & empefcher comme aucune de vos. miniltres pre- 
tendent a fin de Jaiffer toujours lieu a leur mauvais & finiftres practiques entre nous, 
{La lettre porte que I’affociation n’eft pas pafl€e, auffi ne luy ai-je jamais dit, bienque mon 
filz avoit accepté ; & que nous en avions convenu enfemble, comme |l’acte fizné de 


fa main, & ces lettres tant a moy, que en France en font foy, ayant donne ce meme 


temoignage de fa bouche propre a plufieurs ambafladeurs & perfonne de credit, s’ex- 


cufant de ne l’ofer faire publier par crain: de vous fentement, d:mandant forces pour 
vous refifter d’avant de fe declarer fi ouvertement eftant journellement perfuade aw 
contraire par vos miniftres qui luy prometoyent avecque une entreire a Yorck le 
faire declarer votre heret'er, Au furplus Madame quand mon enfant feroit fe malheu- 
reux que de s’opiniaftrer en cette extreme impecte & ingratitude vers moy, je ne 
puis penfer que vous non plus qu’aucun aultre prince de Ja Chretienté le vou- 
lifiez en cela applaudir ou meintenir pour luy fayre acquerir ma malediction, 
ains que plutos intrcviendrex pour luy faire recongnoitre la raifon trop jute & evi- 
dant devant Dieu & les hommes Helas & encores ne luy vouloier je’n ufter, mays 
donner avec droit ce qu’il tient par ufurpation. Je me fuis du tout commife a vous, & 
fidelement faites fi il vous pleft que je ne en foye pis qu’ aupravant, & que le faulfete 
les uns ne prevale defvant la verite vers vous, pour bien recevant mal, & la plus 
grande afflition qui me fcaurroit arriver a {cavoir la perte de mon fils. Je vous fup- 
plie de me mander en cas qu’il perfifte en cette m’efconnoiflance de fon devoir, que de 
luy ou de moy il vous plaift advouer pour legittime roy ou royne d’Ecofle, & fi vous 
aves agreable de pourfuivre avec moy a part Ja traité commence entre nous de quoy 
je vous requiers fans plus attendre de refponfe de ce mal gouverne enfant vous en re- 
querrant avec autant d’ affeCtion que je fens mon cceur opprefféd’ennuy. Pour Diew 
fouvenez vous de la promefle que m’ avez faites de me prendre en votre protection 
me raportant du tout a vous, & fur ce priant Dieu qu’il vous viueille preferver de 
touts vos ennemys & diffimulez amys, comme je le defire de me confoler & de me 
venger de ceulz qui pourchaffent un tel malheur entre la mere & l’enfant. Je cefferay 
de vous troubler, mais non a m’ennuier que je ne recoive quelque confolation de vous 
& de Dieu encore un coup je le fupplie de vous garder de tout peril. Futhbery xix 


Mar Se ; 
Voftre fidelement voueeé fceur 
& obeiffante coufine, 
A la reyne d’Angleterre MARIE Q. 


madame qa bonne feur 
& coufine. 
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No. Xf. (Vol. 1. p. x11.) 
A Teftament by Q. Mary. 


Cott. Libr. N.B. The following paper was tran{cribed by the rev’. Mr. Crawford late regius 

Vetpas. L. 16. profeflor of church hiftory in the univerfity of Edinburgh. Part of this paper, 

pe. 745: according to him, is written by Naué Mary’s fecretary, the reft with the queen’s 
own hand. What is marked ‘* is in the queen’s hand. 


nfiderant par ma condition prefente l’eftat de vie humaine, fi incertain, que 
perfonne ne s’en peuft, ou doibt affeurer, finnon foubs la gi et infinie 
mifericorde de Dieu. Et me voulant prevaloir d’icelle contre tous les dangers et ac= 
cidens, gui me pourroient inopinement furvenir en cette captivité, mefmes a caufe 
des grandes et longues maladies, ou j'ay eté yeas a a prefent; j’ay advisé tan- 
dis que j’ay 1a commodité, au raifon en jugement, de pourvoir apres ma la falut de 
mon ame, enterrement de mon corps, et difpofition de mon bien, eftat, & affaires, 
par ce prefent mon teftament et ordonnance de mon dernier volonté, qui s’enfuyt. 
Au nom du Pere, du Filz, et du benoife St. Efprit. Premierement, me recong- 
~ noiffant indigne pechereffe avec plus d’ offences envers mon Dieu, que de fatisfa@tion 
par toutes les adverfites que j’ay fouffert; dont je la loue fa bonté. Et m’appuyant 
fur la croix de mon Sauveur et Redempteur Telus. Chrift. Je reeommende mon ame 
a la benoifte et individue Trinité, et aux prieres de la glorieufe Vierge Marie, et 
de tous les anges fainéts and fainétes de paradis, efperant par leur merites et interceffion, 
eftre aydeé a obtenir de eftre faicte participante avec eulx de felicité eternelle. Ee 
pour m’y acheminer de cueur plus net et entier, defpouillant des a prefent tout ref- 
fentiment des injures, calomnies, rebellions, et aultres offenfes, qui me pourroient 
avoir efté fa &es durant ma vie, par mes fubjets rebelles et aultres ennemis; J’en re- 
triet la vengeance a Dieu, & le fupplie leur pardonner, de mefme affection, que 
je uy requiers pardon a mes faultes, et a tous ceuls et celles que je puis avoir offenfe 
de faicts ou de parolles. 


Je veulx et ordonne, &c. [The two following paragraphs contain direcions concerning 
the place and circumfiance of her burial.) 

Pour ne contrevenir a la gloire, honneur, et confervation de |’ Eglife catholique, 
apoftolique et Romaine, en la quelle je veulx vivre et mourir, fi le prince d’Efcoffe 
mon filz y peuft etre reduiet contre la mauvaife nourriture, qu’il a prife a mon tres 
grand regret en herefie de Calvin entre mes rebelles, je le laiffe feul et unique heri- 
tier de mon royaume d’Efcofie, de droid que je pretende juftement en la couronne 
d’Angleterre et pays que en dependent, et generallement de tous et chacun mes meu- 
bics et immeubles qui refteront apres ma mort, et execution de ce prefent teftament. 

Si non, et que mon dit filz continue a vivre en la dite herefie, Je cede, tranf- 
‘6 porte, et faicte don * de touts et chacuns mes droidis, que je pretende et puis pre- 
“© tendre a la couronne d’Angleterre, et aultres drouts, feigneuries, ou royaulmes en 

dependantz, au roy catholique, ou aultre de fiens qu’il luy plaira, sve uies advis, 
confentement de fa fainteté; tant pour le voyr aujourdhuy le feul feurs appui de la 
religion catholique, que pour reconoiflance de gratuites faveurs que moy, et Jes miens 
recommandez par moy, ont avons receu de luy en ma plus grande neceffité; et 
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“* refguard auffi ah droit que luy mefme peut pretendre a ces ditz royaulmes et pays, 
s* je le fupplie qu’en recomrence il preign alliance, de la maifon de Lorraine, et fe 
‘¢ il ce pleut de celle de Guife, pour memoire de la race de laquelle je fuis fortie au 
‘< cofte de Mere, n’a ayant de celuy de mon pere, que mon feul enfant, lequel 
“* eftant Catholique j’ay tousjaurs voué pour une de fes filles, fi il luy plaifoit de 
*s !’accepter, ou faillant une de fes niepces marieé comme fa fille. , 

‘s Je layffe mon filz a la protection du roy, de prince, et ducs de Lorrayne et 


¢ de Guife, et du Mayne, aux quelz je recommende et fon eftat en Efcofle, et mon 


s* droi& en Angleterre, fi il eft catholique, et quelle Je parlie de cefte royne.” 

Je fautz don au ** compté de Lenox’’ de comte de Lenox tenu par feu fon pere, 
et commande mon filtz, comme mon heretier et fucceffeur, d’ obeyr en ceft en droit 
a mon volonté. 

Je veulx et ordonne toutes les fommes et deniers, qut fe troveront par moy deues, 
.tien mis caufe de doit eftre faits ‘* a Lohliven” etre promptement payés et acquittés, 
et tout tort et griefs reparés par lefdits executeurs defquelz J’en charge la confcience. 
Oultre, &c. [Follow two or three paragraphs concerning particular legacys, and then is 
added] Fait au manoir de Sheffield en Angleterre le jour de——-Mil cing cens foi- 
xant & dix fept. 


After a blank page follows in the queen’s band. 


<¢ Si mon filz meurt, au comte de Lenox, ou Claude Hamilton lequel fe montrera 
<* le plus fidelle vers moy, et plus conftant en religion, au jugement de Ducs 
*¢ de Lorraine et de Guyfe, ou je le rapport fur ce de ceulx a que j’auray donnay la 
“© charge de trayter avefque eux de par moy et ceulx, a condition de fe marrier ou 
s¢ allien en la dite mayfon ow par leur advis.” 


Follow near two pages of particular legacys. 


. &¢ Et Je remets ma tante de Lenox au droiét quelle peut pretendre a la conte d’An- 
<< gous avant l’acort fait par mon commandement entre ma dite tante de Lenox et 
ss le comte de Morton, veu quil a efté fait & par le feu roy mon Mary et moy, 
‘s fur la promefle de fa fidelle affiftance, fi Juy et moy encourions dangier et be- 
<¢ foing d’ayde, ce qu’il rompit, s’entendant fecretement au les nos ennemis rebelles, 
‘¢ qu’ attemtprient contre fa vie, et pour ccft effet pris les armes, et ont porte les ban- 
«© nieres dcfploieés, contre mous, je revoque auffi toute autre don que je luy ay fait 
«© de conté de Morton fur promefies de fes bons fervices a advenir, et entends que 
“< Ja dite Conté foit reunie a la couronne, fi ell fe trouve y partenir, comme {es trae 
«¢ hifons tant en la mort de mon feu Mary, que en mon baniffement, et pourfuit 
«© de Ja mienne l’ont merite. Et defends amon filz de fe jamays fervire de luy pour 
s¢ de luy pour Ja hayne qu’il aye a fes parents, la quelle je crains ne s’eftende jufques 
<¢ a luy, Je connoiffant du tout affectionné aux ennemis de mon droite en ce roy- 
ss agume, du quel il eft penconnaire. 
¢¢ Je recommende mon nepveu Francois Stuart a mon filz, et luy commande detenir 
<< pres de luy et s’enfervir, et je luy layffe Je bien du conte de Boduel fon oncle, en 
<¢ refpect qui’l eft de mon fang, mon filleul, et ma efté laiffe en lutelle par fon pere. 
«© Je declare que mon frere baftard Robert Abbé de St. Croix na’en que par cir- 
«© convention Orkenay, et que le ne fut jamays mon inténtion, comme il apret par 
‘© Ja revocation que j’ay fayte depuis, et eté auffi faite d’avant la afge de xxv. ans, 
<6 ce 
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<< ce que j'aimois deliberer fi il ne m’euffent prenner par prifon de fe de defayre aulx 
“s eftats je veu'x done que Orkenay foit reune a la couronne comme une de plus 
“ neceflaires pour mon filz, et fans la mayfon ne pourra etre bien tenue.: 
‘- Les filles de Morra ne parvient acceffi heriter, ains revient la conté a la Con- 
“ ronne, fi il luy pleft luy donner fa ou fille en marriafge, et il nome len 


$6 fienne ligne.” 


April — 


Fiarl. Lib. 37. 
B. g. fo. 126. 


No. XIJ. (Vol. II. p. 121.) | , 
A letter from Mr. Archibald Douglas to the queen of Scotts. 


LEASE your majefty, I received your Jetter of the date the rath of Nov', and 
P in like manner has feen fome part of the contents of one other of the fame 
date, direéted to Monf'. de Movifir, ambaffador for his majefty the moft Chriftian 
king, both which are agreeable to your princely dignity, as by the one your high- 
nefs dcfires to know the true caufe of my banifhment, and offers unto me all favour 
if I fhall be innocent of the heinous facts committed in the perfon of your hufband 
of good memory, fg by the other the faid ambaffador is willet to declare unto me, 
if your hufband’s murder could be laid juftly againft me, that you could not follicit 
in my caufe, neither yet for any perfon that was participant of that execrable fact, 
but would feek the revenge thereof, when you fhould have any means to doit; 
your majefty’s offer, if I be innocent of that crime, is moft favourable, and your 
defire to know the truth of the fame is moft equitable ; and therefore thit I fhould 
with all my fimplicity, fincerity a: d truth anfwer thereunto is moft reafonable, to the 
end that your princely dignity may be my help, if my innocence fhall fufficiently 
appear, and procure my condemnation, if I be culpable in any matter, except in the 
knowledge of the evil difpofed minds of the moft part of your nobility againft your 
faid hufband, and not revealing of it, which I am aflured was fufficiently known to him- 
felf, ard to all that had judgment never fo little in that realm; which alfo I was con- 
ftrained to underftand, as he, that was fpecially employed betwixt the earl Morton, 
and a good number of your nobility, that they might with all humility intercede at 
your majefty’s hand for his relief, in fuch matters as are more fpecially contained in 
the declaration following, which I am con{trained for my own juftification, by this 
letter to call to your majefty’s remembrance. Notwithftanding that I am affured te 
my grief, the reading thereof will not fmally offend your princely mind. It may 
pleafe your majefty to remember, that in the year of God 1566, the faid earl of 
Morton, with divers other nobility and gent. were declared rebels to your majefty, 
and banifhed your realm for infolent murder committed in your majefty’s own chamber, 
which they alledged was done by command of your hufband, who notwith{tanding 
affirmed that he was compelled by them to fubfcribe the warrant given for that effect, 
howfoever the truth of that matter remains amongf{t them ; it appertains not to me at 
this time to be curious ; true itis that 1 was one of that number, that heavily of- 
fended againft your majefty, and paffed in France the time of our banifhment, at the 
defire of the reft, to humbly pray your brother the Moft Chriftian king, to inter- 
ceed that our offences might be pardoned, and your majefty’s clemency extended to- 
wards us, albeit divers of no fmall reputation, in that realm, was of the opinion, 
shat the faid fa@ merited neither to be requifit for, nor yet pardoned. Always fuch 
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_was the careful mind of his majefty towards the quietnefs of that realm, that the 
dealing in that caufe was committed to Monf*. de Movilir, who was directed at that 
time to go into Scotland, to congratulate the happy birth of your fon, whom Al- 
mighty God of his goodnefs may long preferve in happy eftate and perpetual felicity ; 
the careful travel of the faid de Movifir was fo effectual, and your majefty’s mind fo 
inclined to mercy, that within fhort fpace thereafter, I was permitted to repair in 
Scotland, to deal with earls Murray, Athol, Bodvel, Arguile, and fecrety Leding- 
ton, in the name and behalf of the faid ear! Morton, lords Reven, Linfay, and re- 
‘Manent complefis, that they might make offer in the names of the faiJ earl, of any 
‘matter that might fatisfy your majefty’s wrath, and procure your clemency to 
be extended in their favours; at my coming to them, after I had opened the ef- 
.fe& of my mcflage, they declared that the marriage betwixt you and your hufband 
had been the occafion already of great evil in that realm, and if your hufband fhould 
be fuffered to follow the appetite and mind of fuch as was about him, that kind of 
dealing might produce with time worfe effects; for helping of fuch inconvenience 
that might fall out by that kind of dealing, they had thought it convenient to join. 
themfelves in league and band with fome other noblemen, refolved to obey your ma- 
jefty as their natural fovereign, and have nothing to do with your hufband’s command. 
whatfoever, if the faid earl would for himfelf enter into that band and confederacy 
with them, they could be content to humbly requeft and travel by all means with 
your majefty for his pardon, but before they could any farther proceed, they defired 
to know the faid earl’s mind herein; when I had anfwered that he nor his friends, 
‘at my departure, could not know that any fuch like matter would be proponit, and 
therefore was not inftruéted what to anfwer therein, they defired that | fhould re 
turn fufficiently inftructed in this matter to Sterling, before the baptifm of your fon, 
whom God might preferve; this meflage was faithfully delivered by me at New- 
caftle in England, where the faid earl then remained, in prefence of his friends and 
company, where they all condefcended to have no farther dealing with your huf- 
band, and to enter into the faid band. With this deliberation I returned to Ster- 
Jing, where at the requeft of the Moft Chriftian king and the queen’s majefty of 
England by their ambafladors prefent, your majefty’s gracious pardon was granted 
unto them all, under condition always that they fhould remain banifhed forth of the 
realm, the fpace of two years, and farther during your majefty’s pleafure, which li- 
mitation was after mitigated at the humble requeft of your own nobility, fo that im- 
mediately after the faid ear! of Morton repaired into Scotland to Quhittingaime, 
where the earl Bodvell and fecretary Ledington come to him; what fpeech paffed 
there amongft them, as God fhall be my judge, I knew nothing at that time, but 
at their departure I was requefted by the faid earl Morton to accompany the earl 
Bodvell and fecretary to Edenburgh, and to return with fuch anfwer as they fhould 
obtain of your majefty, which being given to me by the faid' perfons, as God fhall 
be my judge, was no other than thefe words, ‘* Schaw to the ear! Morton that the 
* queen will hear no fpeech of that matter appointed unto him;” when I crafit 
that the anfwer might be made more fenfible, fecretary Ledington faid, that the earl 
would fufficiently underftand it, albeit few or none at that time underftand- what 
paffed amongft them. It is known to all men, als veill be railling letters paft be- 
twixt the faid earl and Lidington when they become in divers factions, as alfo ane 
buck fett furtht to the minifters wherein they affirm that the earl of Morton has. 


confefled to them, before his death, that the earl Bodvell come to Quhittingaime: 
te 
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to prepon the calling away off the king your hufband, to the which propofition the 
faid earl of Morton affirms that he could give no anfwer unto fuch time he might 
know your majefty’s mind therein, which he never received. As to the abomina- 
ble murder, it is known too by the depofitions of many perfons that were executed 
to the death for the committing thereof, that the fame was executed by them, and 
at the command of {nch of the nobility, as had fubfavit band for that effect ; by this 
unpleafant declaration, the moft part thereof known to yourfelf, and the remain- 


der may be underftood by the aforefaid witnefles that was examined in torture, 


and that are extant in the cuftody of the ordinary judges in Scotland, my innocency 
fo far as may concern any fact does appear fufficiently to your majefty. And as for 
my dealing aforefaid, I can be no otherwife charged therein, but as what would ac- 
cufe the veffel that preferves the vine from harm, for the intemperancy of fuch as 
immoderately ufe the fame. As for the fpecial caufe of my banifhment, I think 
the fame has proceeded upon ane opinion conceived, that I was able to accufe the 
earl of Morton of fo much matter as they alledge himfelf to have confefled before 
he died, and would not be induced, for lofs of reputation, to perform any part 
thereof. If this be the occafion of my trouble, as I fuppofe it is, what punifhment 
I fhould deferve | remit me to your majefty’s better judgment, who well knows how 
careful ever ilk gentleman fhould be of his fame, reputation, and honour, and how 
far ever ilk man fhould abhor the name of a pultroun, and how indecent it would 
have been to me to accufe the earl of Morton, being fo near of his kin, notwith- 
ftanding all the injuries I was conftrained to receive at his hand all the time of his 
government, and for no other caufe, but for fhewing of particular friendthip to par- 
ticular friends in the time of the laft cruel troubles in Scotland. Sorry I be now 
to accufe him in any matter being dead, and more forry that being on yf, be fuch 
kind of dealing obtained that name of Ingrate. Always for my own part, I have 
been banifhed my native country thofe three years and four months, living in anxiety 
of mind, my holl guds in Scotland, which were not fmall, intermittit and difponit 
upon, and has continually fince the time I was relieved out of my faft troubles at 
the defire of Monf*, de Movifir, attended to know your majefty’s pleafure, and to 
await upon what fervice it fhould pleafe your majefty for to command. Upon the 
8th of April inft. your good friend fecretary Velchingaime has declared unto me, 
that her highnefs tho’t it expedient that I fhould retire myfelf where I pleafed, I de- 
clared unto him J had no means whereby I might perform that defire, until fuch time 
as I fhould receive it from your majefty. Neither knew I where it would pleafe your 
highnefs to direct me, until fuch time as I fhould have received further information 
from you. Upon this occafion, and partly by permiffion, I have taken the hardrefs 
to write this prefent letter, whereby your majefty may underftand any part of my 
troubles paft, and {trait prefent. As to my intention future, I will never deny that 
I am fully refolved to fpend the reft of my days in your majefty’s fervice, and the 
king your fon’s, wherefoever I fhall be directed by your majefty, and for the better 
performing thereof, if fo fhall be your majefty’s pleafure, to recommend the tryal 
of my innocency, and examination of the verity of the preceding narration, to the 
king your fon, with requeft that I may be pardoned for fuch offences as concerned 
your majefty’s fervice, and var common to all men the time of his les aige and per- 
donit ta all, except to me, I fhould be the bearer thereof myfelf, and be directed 
in whatfoever fervice it fhould pleafe your majefty for to command. Moft humble 
J befeech your majefty to confider hereof, and to be fo gracious as to give order, that 
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I may have means to ferve your majefty according to the fincerity of my meaning, 
and fo expecting your majefly’s an{wer, after the kifling your hand with all humility, 
I take leave from London. " 


No. XIIf. (Vol. II. p. 140.) . 


Letter from the king of Scots to Mr. Archibald Douglas his ambaffador 
in Ikngland, October, 1,586. 


Referve up yourfelf na lancer in the earneft dealing for my mother, for ye hive Cott. Lib. 
done it too long; and think not that any your travellis can do goode if hir lyfe Cal. C. g. 
-be takin, for then adeu with my dealing with thaime that are the {pecial inftrumentis 4n Cri,inal 
thairof: And theirfore, gif-ye looke for the contineuance of my favour towartis!9 the king’s 
ou, {pair na pains nor plainnes in this cace, but reade my letter wrettin to Wil- hand, 

ica Keith, and conform yourlelf quhollie to the contentis thairof, and in this re- 
queilt let me reap the fruictis of youre great credit there, ather now or never, Fair- 
well. October 1586. | 


Ketter to fir William Keith, ambaffador in England, probably from {e- 
cretary Maitland. Nov. 27, 1586. 
‘Rp Y your letters fent by this bearer, (albeit concerning no pleafant fubject) his ma- A copy in the 
jefty conceives well of your earneftnefs and fidelity in your negotiations, as alfocolle‘t. of fir 

of Mr. Archibald’s activity and diligence, whom you fo greatly praife and recom- A. Dick. Vol. 
mend. I with the iffue correfpond to his majefty’s opinion, your care and travell, A. fol, 219. 
and his great diligence as you write. His majefty takes this rigorous proceeding 

againft his mother deeply in heart, as a matter greatly concerning him both in ho- 

nour and otherwife. His highnefles actions and behaviour utter plainly not only how 

far nature prevails, but alfo how he apprehends of the fequel of that procefs, and of 

what moment he efteems it. There is an ambaflade fhortly to be dire&ed, wherein 

will be employed an earl and two counfellors, on whofe anfwer will depend the 
continuance or diffolution of the amity and good intelligence between the princes 

of this ifle. In the mean feafon, if farther extremity be ufed, and his majefty’s fuit 

and requeft difdained, his highnefs will think himfelf difhonoured and contemned 

far befides his expectation and deferts. Ye may perceive his majefty’s difpofition 

by his letter to you, which you fhall impart to Mr. Archibald, and both deal accord- 

ing thereto. I need not to recommend to your care, concerning your mafter’s fer- 

vice both in weil and in honour. As you and your colleague fhall behave yourfelf 

in this behalf, fo for my own part, will I interpret your afte@ion to your mafter. [ 
am glad of that I hear of yourfelf, and I do fully credit that you write of Mr. Ar- 

chibald, whofe friends here make great account of his profeffed devotion to the 
_queen, befides the duty he owes to the king’s majefty her fon. Farther I am con- 

{trained to remit to next occafion, having fcarce time to fcribble thefe few lines 

(which of themfelves may bear witnefs of my hafte.) Wifhing you a profperous if- 

fue of your negotiation, I commit you, &c. Halyrudhoufe, Nov‘, 27'*, 1586, 


Vou. H, Yy | @ur 
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Tue people, and all eftates here are fo far moved by the rigorous proceedings 
acainft the queen, that his majefty, and all that have credit are importuned, and may 
not go abroad for exclamations againft them, and imprccations againft the queen of 
England, 

o 


. | No. XIV. (Vol. II. p. 143.) 
To the king’s majefty, from Mr. Archibald Douglas. 


16 O&.1586. WLEASE your majefty, I received your letter of the date the 28th of September, 
From the O- the 5th of October, which was the fame day that I directed W™. Murray to- 
riginal in the wards your highnefs; by fuch letters as he carried, and others of feveral dates, your 
collect. of — majefly may perceive that ] had omitted nothing fo far as my travel might reach 
fir A. Tick. unto, anent the performing of the two chief points contained in the faid letter be- 
Vol. B. fol. for the receipt thereof, which by thefe prefents I muft repeat for anfwering of the 
3° faidis. As to the firft, fo far as may concern the interceeding for the queen your 
_ majefty’s mother her life, I have divers times and in every audience travelled with 
this queen in that matter, fpecially to know what her full determination muft be in that 
point, and could never bring her to any further anfwer, but that this proceeding againft 
her by order of juftice was no lefs againft her mind, than againft their will that 
Toved her beft: As towards her life fhe could give no anfwer thereunto, until fuch 
time as the law hath declared whether fhe was innocent or guilty. Herewithall it 
was her pleafure thus far to inform me, that.it was a number of the aflociants that 
earneltly prefled her that the law might proceed againft her, giving reafons that. fo 
long as fhe was fuffered to deal in matters, fo long would never this realm be in © 
quiet, neither her life, neither this ftate in aflurance, and in the end they ufed this 
proteftation that if fhe would not in this matter follow their advice, that they fhould 
remain without all blame whatfoever fhould fall out; whereupon fhe had granted 
them liberty to proceed, leaft fuch as had made the requeft, might hereafter have- 
charged herfelf with inconvenience if any fhould happen. 
AnD by myfelf I know this her fpeech to be true, becaufe both papift and pro- 
teftant has behaved them, as it hath been her pleafure to declare, but upon di- 
vers refpects, the one to avoid fufpicion that otherwife was conceived againft 
them, the other upon zeal and care that they will be known to have for prefervation 
of their fovereign’s life and {tate in this perrelous time, upon confideration whereof, 
I have been conftrained to enter into fome dealing with both, wherewith I made 
her majefty acquainted ; the proteftants, and fuch as in other matters will be known 
to bear no {mall favour unto your majefty’s fervice, hath prayed that they may be 
-excufed from any dealing in the contrary of that, which by their oath they have 
avowed, and by their fpeech to their fovereign requefted for, and that before my 
coming in this country; if they fhould now otherwife do, it would produce no bet- 
ter effect but to make them fubject to the accufation of their fovereign, when it 
fhould pleafe her to do it, of their inconftancy, in giving councel whereby they 
might incur the danger of ill councell'*, and be confequent worthy of punifhment, 
Such of the papifts, as I did deal with, went immediately, and told her majefty 
what I had fpoken to them, who albeit fhe underftood the matter of before, fent 
for me and declared to me my own fpeech that I had uttered to them, willing me 
8 for 
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for the weil of my maifter’s fervice to abftain from dealing with fuch, as were not 
yet fufficiently moved to think of my mafter as fhe did. I craved leave of her ma- 
jefty, that I might inform them of your majcfty’s late behaviour towards her, and 
the {tate of this realm, whereunto with fome dificulty fhe give her confent. At 
my late departure from court, which was upon the 5th of this infta .t, and the day 
after that the lords of this grand jury had taken their leaves of her majefty to go 
northward to Tothringham, it was her pleafure to promife to have further {peech in 
this-matter at the returning of the faid lords, and to give full anfwer according to 
your majefty’s contentment to the remainder matters, that I had proponit in name 
of your majefty. As to the 2d part concerning the aflociation, and defire thit the 
promife made to the mafter of Gray concerning your majefty’s title may be fu'fi_led ; 
it appears by the fatd letter, that the very point, whereupon the que(tion that may 
bring your majefty’s title in doubt hath not been rightly at the writing of the faid 
letter confidered, which I take to have proceeded for lack of reading of the at of 
parliament, wherein is fultilled all the promife made by the qucen to the faid matter, 
and nothing may now caufe any doubt to arife againft your faid title, except that an 
opinion fhould be conceived by thefe lords of this parliament that are fo vehement at 
this time again/t the queen your majefty’s mother, that your majefty is, or may be 
proved hereaft:r aflenting to her proceedings, and fome that loves your majefty’s fer- 
vice were of that opinion that too earneft requeft might move a ground, whereupon 
fufpicions might grow in men fo ill affected in that matter, which [ tho’t mizht be 
helped by obtaining of a declaration in parliament of your majefty’s innocence at 
this time, and by reafon that good nature and public honefty would con{train you to 
intercede for the queen your mother, which would carry with itfelf, without any fur- 
ther, fome fufpicion that might move ill affe€ted men todoubt. In my former Ict- 
ters I humbly craved of your majefty that fome learned men in the laws, might be 
moved to advife with the words of the affociation, and the mitigation contained in 
the act of parliament, and withall to advife what fufpicious effects your majetty’s re- 
queft might work in thefe cholerick men at this time, and how their minds might 
be beft moved to receive reafon; and upon all thefe confiderations they might have 
formed the words of a declarator of your majefty’s innocence to be obtained in this 
parliament, and failing thereof, the very words of a proteftation for the fame effect 
that might beft ferve for your majefty’s fervice, and for my better information. Al- 
beit this was my fimple opinion, [ fhall be contented to follow any direction it fhill 
pleafe your majefty to give; I have already opened the fubftance hereof to the queen 
of this realm, who feems not to be offended herewith, and hath granted lib:rty to 
deal therein with fuch of the parliament as may remain in any doubt of mind. This 
being the fum of my proceedings in this matter, belides the remainder, contained in 
other letters of feveral dates, 1 am con{trained to lay the whole open before your 
majefty, and to humbly pray that full information may be fent unto me what fur- 
ther to do herein, in this midde time, while I fhall recetve more ample direction I 
fhall proceed and be doing according to fuch direction as I have already received. 
And fo, moft gracious fovercign, wifhing unto your majefty all happy fuccefs in your 
affairs, I humbly take my leave from London, this 16ta of Oct' 1586, Your ma- 
jefty’s moft humble fubject and obed' fervant. | 
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A memorial for his majefty by the Mafter of Gray. 


It will pleafe your majefty, I have tho’t meeter to fet down all things as they oc- 
cur, and all advertifernents as they came to my ears, then jointly in a lettre. 
I came to Vare the 24th of Dec'. and fent to W™. Keith, and M*. Archibald 


colleét. of fr Douglas to advertize the queen of it, like as they did at their audience. She pro- 
A. Dick. Vo], Miled the quecn your majefty’s mother’s life fhould be fpared till we were heard. 
A. fol. 222, he 27th, they came to Vare to me, the which day fir Robt came to Vare, where 


they fhewed us how far they had already gone in their negociation, but for that the 
difcourfe of it is fet down in our general letter, ] remit me to it, only this far I will 
teltify unto your majefty that W™. Keith hath ufed himfelf right honeftly and juftly- 
till] our coming, refpecting all circumftances, and chiefly his colleague his dealinz, 
wh‘ch indeed ts not better than your majefty knows already. 

THE 29th day of Dec’. we came to London, where we were no ways friendly 
received, nor after the honeft fort it has ‘pleafed your majefty ufe her ambaffadors, 
never man fent to welcome or convey us. ‘This fame day we underftood of Mr. 
de Bellievre his leave taking, and for that the cuftom permitted not we fent our ex- 
cufes by Mr. George Young. 

Tue ft day of Janty, W™. Keith and his colleague according to the cuftom 
fent to crave our audience. We received the anfwer contained in the general letrer, 
and could not have anfwer till the 6th day, what was done that day your majefty 
has it in the general, yet we was not out of expectation at that time albeit we re- 
ceived hard anfwers. 

THE 8th day we {peak with the earl of Leiccfter, where our conferrence was, as 
is {et down inthe general. I remarked this, that he that day faid plainly the de- 
taining of the queen of Scotland prifoner was for that fhe pretended a fucceffion to 
this crown. Judge then by this, what is tho’t of your majelty as ye fhall hear a 
little after. 

THE gth day we fpeak with the French ambaffador, whom we find very plain in 
making to us a wife difcourfe of all his proceedings, and Mr. de Bellievre we thank- 
ed him in your majefty’s name and opened fuch things as we had to treat with this 
queen, fave the laft point, as more largely fet down by our general. 

Ir is tho’t here, and fome friends of your majefty’s advifed me, that Bellievre his 
negotiation was not effectual, and that the refident was not privy to it, as indecd [ 
think is true, for fince Bellievre his perting, there is a talk of this Chafteauneuf his 
fervants taken with his whole papers and pacquets, which he was fending in France, 
for that they charge him with a confpiracy of late againft the queen here her life. 
It is alledged his fervant has confefled the matter, but whom I fhall truft I know 
not, but till I fee proof I fhall account him an honeft man, for indeed fo he ap- 
pears, and one (without doubt) who hath been very inftant in this matter. I thew 
him that the queen and earl of Leicefter had defired to {peak with me in private, 
and craved his opinion; he gave it frecly that he tho’t it meetc{t, I fhew him the 
reafon why I communicate that to him, for that | had been fulpected by fome of 
her majefty’s friends in France to have done evil offices in her fervice, that he fhould 
be my witnefs that my earneft dealing tn this fhould be a fufficient teftimony that 
all was lyes, and that this knave Naué who now had betrayed her, had in that done 
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evil offices; he defired me, feeing fhe faw only with other folks eyes, that I fhould 
no ways impute it to her, for the like fhe had done to himfelf by Nauc his perfuation. 
I anfwered he fhould be my witnefs in that. 

THE gth day we fent to court to crave audience, which we got the soth day; at 
the firft, fhe faid a thing long looked for fhould be welcome when it comes, [ 
would now fee your mafter’s offers. I anfwered, no man makes ofcis but for fome 
caufe ; we would, and like your majefty, firft know the caufe to be extant for which 
we offer, and likewife that it be extant till your majefty has heard us. I think it be 
extant yet, but I will not promife for an hour, but you think to fhitin that fort. 
anfwered we mind not to fhift, but to offer from our foveraien all things that with 
reafon may be; and in fpecial, we offered as is fet down in our general, all was re- 
fufed and tho’t nothing. She called on the three that were in the houls, tie carl 
of Leicefter, my lord admiral, and chamberlain, and very de{pitefully repeated all 
our offers in prefence of them all. I opened the laft part and faid, Midim for what 
refpest is it that men deal again{t your perfon or eftate for her caute ? che an{wered, 
becaufe they think fhe fhall fucceed to me, and for that fhe is a pap‘t. appearingly 
faid I both the caufes may be removed, fhe faid fhe would be glad to underftand it. 
If Madam, faid I, all that fhe has of right of fucceffion were in the king our fove- 
reign’s perfon, were not all hope of papifts removed. She anfwered I hone fo. 
Then Madam I think the queen his mother fhall willinzly demit all her rights in 
his perfon. She anfwered fhe hath no right, for fhe is declared unable. ‘Then I 
faid, if fhe have no right, appearingly the hope ceafes already, fo that it is not to be 
feared that any man attempt for her. ‘The queen anfwered, but the papifts allow 
not our declaration ; then let it fall, fays I, in the king’s perfon by her affizgnation. 
The earl of Leicefter anfwered, She is a prifoner, how can fhe demit. I anfwered 


the demiffion is to her fon, by the advice of all the friends fhe has in Europe, and - 


in cafe, as God forbid, that any attempt conttit the queen here away, who fhall 
party with her to prove the demiffion or affiznation to be ineffeCtual her fon being 
oppofite party and having all the princes her friends for him, having bonded for the 
efficacy of it with his majefty of before. ‘Phe queen mae as fhe could not compre- 
hend my meaning, and fir Robt opened the matter agan, fhe yet made as tho’ fhe 
underftood not. So the earl of Leicefter anfwered that our meaning was, that the 
king fhould be put in his mother’s place. Is it fo, the queen aniwered, then I put 
myfelf in a worfe cafe than of before; by God's paffion, that were to cut my own 
throat, and for a dutchy, or an eirldome to yourfelf, you or fuch as you would caufe 
fome of your defperate knaves kill me. No, by God, he fhall never be in that plaice. 
T anfwered he craves nothing of your majefty but only of his mother. The ear! of 
Leicefter anfwered that were to make him party to the queen my miftrefs. I faid, 
he will be far more party, if he be in her place thro’ her death. She would ftay no 
longer, but faid fhe would not have a worfe in his mother’s place. And faid, tell 
your king what good I have done for him in holding the crown on his head fince 
he was born, and that I mind to keep the league that now ftands between us, and 
if he break it fhall be a double fauit, and with this minded to have forbidden usa 
farewell ; but we efcheuit, And I fpeak craving of her thather life may be {pared 
for 15 days; fhe refufed. Sir Rob‘. craved for only eight days, fhe faid not for 
an hour; and fo geid her away. Your majelty fees we have delivered all we had 
for offers, but all is for nothing, for fhe and her councel has laid a determination 


that they mind to follow forth, and I fee itcomes rather of her council than her-~ 
felf, 
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felf, which I like the worfe ; for without doubt, fir, it fhall cut off all friendfhip 
ye had here. Altho’ it were that once they had meancd well to your majeity, yet 
remembring themfelves, that they have medled with your mother’s blood, good faith 
they cannot hope great good of yourfelf, a thing in truth I am forry for; further 
your majefty may perceive by this laft difcourte of that I propomit, if they had 
meaned well to your majefty, they had ufed it otherwife than they have done, for 
reafon has bound them. But I dare not write all. I mind fomething to fpeak in 
this matter, becaufe we look flhiurly our letters fhall be troucit by the way. 

For that I fee private credit nor no means can alter their determination, altho’ 
the queen again and the earl of Leicefter has defired to fpeak with me in particular ; 
I mind not to fpeak, nor fhall not; but afluredly fhall Ict all men fee that I in par- 
ticular was no ways tyed to England, but for the re!pect of your majefty’s fervice. 
So albeit, at this time, I could not effectuate that 1 defired, yet my upright deal- 
ing in it fhall be manifefted to the world. We are, God willing, then to crave au- 
dience where we mind to ufe fharply our inftructions, which hitherto we have uled 
very calmly, for we can, for your honour’s caule, fay no le{s for your majefty, than 
the French ambaflador has faid for his mafter. 

So I pray your majefty confider my upright dealing in your fervice, and not the 
effeét, for had it been double by any I might have here had credit, but being I came 
only for that caufe I will not my credit fhall ferve here to any further purpofe. I 
pray God preferve your majefty and fend you a true and fincere friendfhip. From 
London this 12th of Jan. 1586. 


I underftand the quecn is to fend one of her own to your majefty. 


To the right hon. my lord vice chancellor and fecretary to his majefty, 
from the matter of Gray, | 


AY lord, I fend you thefe lines with this inclofed to his majefty, whereby your 

"* lordthip fhall underftand how matters goes here. And before all things I pray 
your lordfhip move his majefty to refpect my diligence, and not the effect in this 
negotiation, for I fwear if it had been for the crown of England to myfelf I could 
do no more, and let not unfriends have advantage of me, for the world fhall fee 
that I loved England for his majefty’s fervice only. I ook fhortly to find your Jord- 
flip friend as ye made promife, and by God I fhall be toyou if Ican. \W™, Keith 
and I defired, if matters had gone well, to have run acourfe that your lordfhip might 
have here been in credit and others difappointed, but now I will do for you as for 
my(elf; wlich is to care for no credit here, for in confcience they mean not honeft- 
ly to the king our fovereign, and if they may, he will go the get his mother is gone 
or fhortly to go, therefore my Jord without all kind of fcruple I pray you to advife 
him the belt is not this way. They fay here, that it has been faid by one who 
heard it from you, that ye defired not the king and England to agree, becaufe it 
would rack the noblemen, and gave an example of it by king James the fourt, I 
an{wered in your name that I was affured you never had fpoxen it. Mr. Archibald is 
the fpeaker of it, who I aflure your Jordfhip has been a poifon in this matter, for they 
lean very mickle to his opinion. He cares not, he fays, for at length the king will 
be fain to deal this way, etther by fair means or neceffity, fo that when he deals this 
courfe he is aflured to be welcome; to fet down all that is paft of the like purpofes, 

it 


APPENDIX. 9! 


it would confume more paper than I have here, fo I defer it to meeting. There is 
a new confpiracy alledged againft the queen to have been intended, for the French 
ambaffador refident three of his men taken, but I think in the end it fhall prove 
nothing. Mr. Stafford, who is ambaffador for this queen in France, is touched with 
it, his brother is taken here, always it has done ths harm in our negotiation, that 
all this council would not move this qucen to medle with the queen of Scotlind’s 
blood, till this invention was found forth. I remit all other things to the inclofed. 
We minded to have fent to his majefty a difcourfe. which we have fet down of all 
our proceedings fince our hither coming, but we are furely advertized that the bearer 
is to be truflant by the way for our pacquets, fo that we defer it till our own coming; 
this I have put in a pr vy part befide the pacquet. We fhall I think take leave on 
Fryday the 13th day, where we mind exactly to follow the rigour of our inftruc- 
tions, for it cannot ftand- with the king’s honour that we fay lefs than the French 
ambaflador, which was, le roy mon maiftre ne peult moins faire que fe refentir. So 
that about the 24th I think we fhal], God willing, be at home, except that fome ftay 
come which we look not for. ‘The queen and the earl of Leicefter has defired to 
foeak with me. I refufed fave in prefence of my colleagues, by reafon I fee a deter- 
mination which particular credit cannot help, and I crave no credit but for that 
caufe. It will pleafe your lordfhip retire the inclofed from his majefty and kcep it. 
So after my fervice commended to yourfelf and bedfellow, I commit you to God. 
From London the 12th of Jan. 1586. 


To the king’s majefty, from fir Robert Melvill. 


iw may pleafe your majefty, fince the direAion of our former letters, we had au- zoth Jan. 
dience, and her majefty appeared to take our overtures in good part in prefence 158%. An 
of her council; albeit no offence would take place with them, having taken refolu- Original in 
tion to proceed with extremity, not the lefs it pleafed her majefty to defire us to ftay 5s ai ee 
for two days on taking our leave, until fhe had advifed upon our propolitions ; fince PCr ce 
which time, her majefty is become more hard by fome letters (as we are informed) yo) A. fol. 
has come from Scotland, making fome hope to believe that your majefty takes not,s,. 

this matter to heart, as we know the contrary in effect, and had of before removed 

the like opinion out of her majefty’s mind, which by finifter information was cre- 

dited, their reports has hindercd our commiffion, and abufed this queen, fearing in 

like manner we thall be ftayed until anfwer come from Scotland by fuch perfon as 

they have intelligence of. Acd albeit that it will be well enough known to all men 

how heavily your majefty takes thefe proceedings to heart, the truth is, that they 

have by this occafion fo perfuaded the queen, that it is like to hinder our negotiation. 

As alfo Allynour Stewart is to be directed in their party, by our knowledge, who 

has awantyt more of his credit, than I believe he may perform, and we willed him 

to defift from this dealing, faying it does harm, and he is not meet for that purpofe, 

remitting to your majcfty’s good dire€tion to take order herein as we fhall be an{fwer- 

able to your majefty not to omit any point we have in charge, as the truth is, the 

mafter of Grhaye has behaved himfelf very rightly and difcreetly in this charge, and 

evil tayne with be divers in their parties who were of before his friends. We have 

been behalding to the menftrals who has born us beft company, but has not been 

troubled with others. Wylzeme Kethe hath left nothing undone that he ss in 

charge.. 
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charge. As for mafter Archibald he has promifed at all times to do his dewoyr, 
wherein he fhall find true report mae to your majefty, craving pardon A ie ma- 
jefty that I have been fo tedicus, after I have kifled your majefty’s hand I humbly 
take my leave. Praying God to grant your majefty many good days and happy, in 
whofe proteSion I commit your majefty at Loudon, the 20th of Jan. 1586. 


SIR, 


ALBEIT Mafter George his not been in commifion, he is not inferior in his 
fe:vice to any of us, as well by his good advice and diligent care he takes for the 
advancement of your fervicey wherein we have not been a little furthered. 


To the king’s majetty, from the mafter of Gray and fir Robert Melvill. 


2tit Jan ple ASE it your majefty in the laft audience we had, fince our laft advertizement, 
155u. "An by W. Murray, we find her majefty at the refuming our offers fomething miti- 
Original in gated, and inclined to confider more deeply of them, before we got our leave, at 
the collet. of our reafoning, certain of the council, namely my lord of Leicefter, fir Chriftopher 
fr A. Dick. Haton, my lord Hunfdon, and my lord Hawart being prefent in the chamber, gave 
Vol. A. tol. litte fhare of any great contentment to have her from her former refolution, 
180. now caffin in perplexiter what fhe fhould do, always we left her in that ftate, and 
fince have daily prefled conferrence with the whole council, which to this hour we 
have not yet obtained. This day we have fent down to crave our leave. The 
greateft hinder which our negotiation has found hitherto is a perfuafion they have 
here that either your majefty deals fuperficially in this matter, or that with time ye 
may be moved to digeft it, which when with great difficulty we had expugnit, we 
find anew that certain letters written to them of late from Scotland has found fome 
place of credit with them in our contrare. So that refolving now to clear them of 
that doubt by a fpecial meflage, they have made choice of fir Alexander Stewart to 
try your highnefs’s meaning in it, and to perfuade your majefty to like of their pro- 
ceedings, wherefrom no terror we can lay out unto him is able to divert him, he 
has given out that he has credit with your majefty, and that he doubts not to help 
this matter at your highnefs’s hand. If he come there that errand, we think your 
majefty will not overiee the great difgrace that his attempts fhall give us here, if he 
be not tane order with before that he be further heard, and if fo te that any other 
be directed (as our intelligence gives us there fhall) our humble fuit is to your ma- 
jefty, that it may pleafe your highnefs to hear of us what we find here, and at what 
point we leave this matter with her majefty, before that they find accidence, the 
caufes whereof remitting to our private letters. We commit your majefty for the 
prefent to God’s eternal protection. From London this 21ft of Jan. 1586. 


“” 
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I had no opportunity of feeing feveral of the following papers, till thofe fheets of the 
hiffory, to which they relate, were printed off. For this reafon mo references are 
made to them there; but I have fupplied that defec? by marking the particular paf- 


Sages in the hiftory which they ferve to tlluftrate. 


No. XXXI:; [Vol. I. p. 358. Line ro.] 


Account of the fentence of divorce between the earl of Bothwell and lady 
Jean Gordon his wife. From a manufcript belonging to Mr. Da- 


vid Falconar, advocate. Fol. 455. 


land dean of Aberdene, Mr. Edward Henryfon doctor in the laws, two of 
the fenators of the college of juftice, Mr. Clement Little, and Mr. Alex- 


ander Syme advocattis, commiffere of Eden‘; compeered Mr. Henry Kinrofle, pro- 


curator for Jean Gourdoune countes of Bothwell, conftitute be her for purfewing of 
ane proces of divorcement, intendit by her contra James erle Bothwel her hufband 
for adultery, committed be him with Beffie Craufurde, the purfuers fervant for the 
time ; and ficklyke, for the faid erle, compeared Mr. Edmond Hay, who efter he 
had perfued and craved the purfuer’s procurator’s oath de calumnia, if he had jutt 
caus to perfew the faid action, and obtened it, denyd the lybell, and the faid Mr. 
Harrie took the morne, the laft day of Apryle, to prove the fame pro prima. The 
quhilk day, having produced fome witnefles, he took the next day, being the r of 
May, to do farther diligence. Upon the quhilk « of May, he produced fome moe 
- witneffes, and renounced farther probatioune. After quilk, he defired a term to be 
affigned to pronounce fentence. To whom the faid commiflars affigned Setterday 
next, the 3 of May to pronounce fentence therein, fecundum alligata et probata, 
quilk accordingly was given that day in favour of the perfewar. 
_ Aft the fame time there was another proces intendit be the erl of Bothwell contra 
his lady, for to have their marriage declared null, as being contracted againft the ca- 
nons, without a difpenfation, he and his lady being within degrees defendand, viz. 
ferdis a kin, and that wyfe for expeding of this proces, there was a commiffioune 
grantit to the archbifhop of St. Androis to cognoce and determine it, and Rot. bifhop 
of Dunkeld, William bifhop of Dumblane, Mr. Andro Craufurd chanon in Glaf- 
You H. ZZ gow, 


U POUN the 29 of Apryle 1567, before the richt hon. Mr. Robert Mait- 
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vow, and parfon of Egelfhame, Mr. Alexander Creichtoun, and Mr. Gearge Cook 
chancellor of JJunkeld, and to Mr. Johne Manderftonne, chanon in Dunbar and pre- 
bendar of Peltoune, or any ane of them. ‘This commiffione is datit 21 Aprile 
1567, was prefented to two of the fatds commiffoners, viz. Mr. And'. Crawfurd 
and Mr. John Manderftoune on Setterday 3 May, by Mr. Thomas Hepburrie parfon 
of Auldhamftocks, procurator for the erle of Bothwell, who accepted the delega- 
tioune, and gave out their citation by precept, directed, Decano Chriftianitates de 
Hadingtone, nec non vicano feu curato eccle. parochiz de Creichtoune, feu cuicuag;. 
alteri capellano debite requifitis, fer fummoning at the faid erles inftance, both of 
the lady perfonally if fhe could be had, or otherways at the parofche kerk of Creich- 
toune the time of fervice, or at her dwelling place before witnefles, primo, fecundo, 
tertio et peremptorie, unico tamen contextu protuplice edicto. And likeways to be 
witneffes in the faid matter, Alex. bifhop of Galloway, who did marry the {aid erle 
and his lady, in Halyreud-houfe kirk, in Feb. 1565, fir John Bannatyne of Auch- 
noule juftice clerk, Mr. Robert Creichtown of Elliot the queen’s advocate, Mr. Da- 
vid Chalmers provoft of Creichtoun and chancellor of Rofs, Michael - abbot: 
of Melrofs, and to compear before the faids judges, or any one of them, in St.. 
Geils kirk in Edin'. on Monday the 5 of May, be thamfelves, or their procurators, 
Upon the faid 5 day, Mr. John Manderftoune, one of the juges delegat only being- 
prefent compeared the fame procurators for both the parties that were in the former 


Twowords inproces, Mr. Edmond Hay ( articulatlie ) and fome of the wit- 
the parenthe- neffes f{ummond produced, and received for proving of the fame. The faid procu- 
fis illegible. yator renounced farder probatioune, and the judge affigned the morne, the 


6th of May, ad publicandum producta, nempe depofitiones ipforum teftium. The- 
quhilk day, poft publicatas depofitiones praedictas, Mr. Hen. Kinrofle, procurator 
for the lady inftanter objecit objectiones juris generaliter, contra pro: ducte, in- 
fuper renunciavit ulteriori defenfioni; proinde conclufa de confenfu procuratorum 
hinc inde caufa, judex pradictus ftatuit craftinum diem pro termina, ad pronunci- 
andam fuam fententiam definituram, ex deductis coram eo, in prafenti caufa et pro- - 
cefla. Conform hereunto, on Wednefday the 7th of May, the faid judge gave out 
his fentence in favors of the erle, declaring the marriage to be, and to have been. 
null from the beginning, in refpect of their contingence in blood, which hindered 
thair lawfull marriage without a difpenfation obtained of befoir. 


No. XXXII. [Vol. I. p. 401. line 16.) 


Queen Mary to Queen Elizabeth. 
MADAM, 


Cott.Bib.Cal. Lthough the neceffity of my caufe (which maketh me to be importune to you): 
C. 2. A copy, do make you to judge that I am out of the way; yet fuch as have not m 

and probably pafion, nor the refpects whereof you are perfuaded, will think that I do as my aie 
@ tranflation. doth require. Madam, I have not accufed you, neither in words, nor in thought, 


to have ufed your felf evil towards me. And I believe, that you have no want of 
good underftanding, to keep you from perfwafion againft your natural good incli- 
nation. But in the mean time, I can’t chufe (having my fenfes) but perceive ve 
evil furtherance in my matters, fince my coming hither. I thought that I had fur. 
ficiently difcourfed unto you the difcommodities, which this delay bringeth unto. 
4 me. 
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me. And efpecially that they think, in this next month of Auguft, to hold a par- 
Jiament againft me and all my fervants. And in the mean time, 1 am ftayed here, 
and yet will you, that I fhould put myfelf forther into your country, (without fee- 
ing you) and remove me further from mine; and there to me this difhonour, at the 
requefts of my rebels, as to fend commiffioners to hear them againft me, as you 
wold do to a mere fubje&t, and not hear me by mouth. Now, madam, I have pro- 
mifed you to come to you, and having there made my moan and complaint of thefe 
rebels, and they coming thither, not as poffeflors, but as fubjects, to anfwer. [ 
would have befought you to hear my juftification of that, which they have falfly fet 
furth againft me, and if I could not purge myfelf thereof, you might then difcharge 

our hands of my caufes, and let me go for {uch as I am. But to do as you fay, if 
j were culpable I would be better advis’d ; but being not fo, I can’t accept this dif- 


honour at their hands, that being in poffleffion they will come and accufe me before | 


your commiffioners, whereof I can’t like: And feeing you think it to be againft 
your honour and confignage to do otherwife, I befeech you that you will not be 
mine enemy, untill you may fee how I can difcharge myfelf every way. And to 
fuffer me to go into France, where I have a dowry to maintain me; or at the leaft 
to go into Scotland, with affurance that if there come any ftrangers thither, I will 
bind mylelf for their return without any prejudice to you, or if it pleis you not to 
do thus, I proteft that I will not impute it to falfhood, if I receive ftrangers in my 
country, without making you any other difcharge for it. Do with my body as you 
will, the honour or blame fhall be yours. For I had rather die here, and that my 
- faithful fervants may be fuccoured (tho’ you wou’d not fo) by ftrangers, than to 
fuffer them to be utterly undone, upon hope to receive, in time to come, particular 
commodity. ‘There be many things to move me to fear that I fhall have to do, in 
this country, with others, than with you. But forafmuch. as, nothing hath followed 
upon my laft moan, I hold my peace, happen what may happ. I have as leef to 


euaaes my fortune, as to feek it, and not find it. Further, it pleafed you to give 


licence to my fubje€ts to go and come. ‘This hath been refufed by my lord Scroop 
and Mr. Knolls (as they fay) by your commandment, becaufe I would not depart 
hence to your charge, until I had anfwer of this letter, tho’ I fhewed them that you 
required my anfwer, upon the two points, contained in your letter. 

THE one is to let you briefly underftand, Iam come to you to make my moan 
to you, the which being heard, I would declare unto you mine innocency, and then 
require your aid, and for lack thereof, I can’t but make my moan and complaint to 
God, that I am not heard in my juft quarrell, and to appeal to other princes to 
have refpe& thereunto, as my cafe requireth ; and to you, madam, firft of all, when 
you fhall have examined your confcience before him, and have him for witnefs 
—dAnd the other, which is to come further into your country, and not to come to 
your prefence, I will elteem that as no favour, but will takeit for the contrary, 
obeying it as a thing forced. In the mean time, I befeecA you, to return to me 
my lord Herries, for I can’t be without him, having none of my counfal here, and 
alfo to fuffer me, if it pleafe you, without further delay, to depart hence whither- 
foever it be out of this country. J am fure you will not deny me this Smple re- 
queft, for your honour’s fake, feeing it doth not pleafe you to ule oe natural good- 
nefs towards me otherwife, and fecing that of mine own accord, I am come hither, 
Jet me depart again, with yours. ae if God permit my caufes to fucceed la : 
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fhall be bound to you for it; and happening otherwife, yet I can’t blame you. - As 
for my lord Fleeming, feeing that upon my credit you have fuffered him to go home 
to his houfe, I warrant you he fhall pafs no further, but fhall return when it fhall 

Perhaps fir. Pleafe you. In that you truft me, I will not (to die for it) deceive you. But from 
Dumbarton I anfwer not, when my L. Fleeming fhall be in the Tower. For they 
which are within it, will not forbear to receive fuccour, if I don’t affure them of 
yours ; no, tho’ you would charge me withal, for I have left them in charge, to 
have more refpect to my fervants and to my eftate, than to my life. Good fifter, be 
of another mind, win the heart, ‘and all fhall be yours, and at your commandment. 
I thought to fatisfy you wholly, if | might have feen you. Alas! do not as the 
ferpent, that ftoppeth his hearing, for Iam no inchanter, but your fifter and natural 
coufin. If Cafar had not difdained to hear or read the complaint of an advertifer, 
he had not fo died; why fhould princes ears be ftopped, feeing that they are paint- 
ed fo long? Meaning, that they fhould hear all and be well advifed, before they an- 
{wer. I am not of the nature of the bafilitk, and lefs of the chameleon, to turn 
you to my likenefs, and tho’ I fhou’d be fo dangerous and curs’d as men fay, you 
are fufficiently arm’d with conftancy and with juftice, which I require of God, who 
give you grace to ufe it well with long and happy life, From Carlile, the 5th of July, 
1568. 


No. XXXIH. [Vol. I. p. 403. line 12.] 


A letter from my lord Herries to my lord Scroop and fir F. Knollis. 
September 3d, 1568. 


Cott. Lib. Y lords, pleafit your honourable lordfhips, I am informit by James Borth- 

Cal. C. an O- wick, lately come from the queen’s majefty your foverane, that it is {chawin 

tiginal in his to her highnefs, I fuld have ridden in Crawfurdmure, fen my laft cuming into this. 

own hand. realm, upon the earl of Murray’s dependants. And that I fuld have caufit, or been 
of counfall to Scottifmen to have ridden in Ingland, to flay or fpulzie her majefty’s 
fubjects. 

My lords, I thought it right needful becaufe your lordfhips is, be your foverane, 
commanded to attend upon the queen’s majefty my miftrefs, fo having daily accefs 
in thir matters, to declare upon the truth; humbly defiring that your Jordfhips will. 
for God’s caufe, certificate the queen your foverane the fame. . 

As God lives, I have neither confented, nor any wife has had knowledge of ony 
Scotti{man’s ryding in England, todo the fubjccts thereof hurt in bodies or goods, fene 
the fiege of Leith; and as I underftand it fhall be fund true, that gif ony fic open 
hurt be done, it is by the queen my fovereign’s difobedients, and that I have not ride 
den nor hurt no Scottifhman, nor commanded any hurt to be done to them, fen 
my coming from the queen’s majefty of England, it is well kend, for that never ane 
will complain of me. 

I HAVE done more good to Crawfurdmure, nor ever the earl of Murray has done, 
and will be loatheft to do them any harm, than he will. Except the queen’s ma- 
jefty your fovereign, command fic falfe reports to be tryit, quhereof this is altogid- 
der an inventit leafinz, her grace fall be trublit, and tyne the hearts of true men 

| here, 
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here, quhom of fic report fall be made, that baith would ferve hir, and may, bet- 
ter than they unworthy liars. 

My lords, [ underftand the queen’s majefty your fovereign is not contented of 
this bruit, that there fhuld ony Frenchman come in this realm, with the duke of Chat- 
tlerault. Truth it is, I am no manner of way the counfall of their cuming, nor 
has no fic certainty thereof, as I hear by Borthwick’s report from the queen’s 
majefty your fovereign. And gif I might as well fay it, as it is true indeed, her 
grace felf is all the yaa and the counfall that will never let her take order with 
my maiftrefs caufe. For that our fovereign havand her majefty’s promife, be writ- 
ing, of luff, friendfhip, and affiftance g:ff need had fo requirit, enterit that realm, 
upon the 16 day of May, fen that time the queen’s majefty has commanded me di- 
verfe times to declare fhe would accept her caufe, and do for her, and to put her in 
peaceable pofleffion of this realme, and when I required of her majefty, in my maif- 
trefs name, that her highnefs wold either do for her, (as her fpecial truft was fhe 
wold) according to her former promifes, or otherwife gif her counfal wold not con- 
fent, (as I fhow her grace I fand diverfe repugnant) then that fhe would permit her 
to pafs in France, or to fome other prince, to feek fupport, or failing hereof, 
(quhilk was agains all reafon) that fhe wold permit her to return in her awin coun- 
trie, in fic fempil manner as fhe came out of it, and faid to her majefty ane of thir, 
of her honour, would not be refufit, fecand that fhe was comed in her realm upon 
her writings and promifes of friendfhip. And ficlike, I faid to her highnefs, gif 
my maiftrefs had the like promife of her nobility and eftates, as fhe had of herfelf, 
T fhould have reprovit them highly, gif thay had not condefcendit to one of thir 
three, and fo I fay, and fo I write, that in the warld it fhall be maift reprehendable, 
gif this promife taketh not other good effect, nor yet it does. Notwithftanding, I 
get gud anfwer of thir promifes of friendfhip made to my fovereign, and to put her 
age in this her awin countrie peaceably, we have fund the contrary working by 

r. Middlemore, directit from her bighnefs to ftay the army that cuift down our 
houfes. And alfua, in the preceding of this late pretendit parliament, promifed 
twenty days before the time to myfelf to have caufed it been difchargit. And yet 
contrary to this promife, have they made their pretendit manner of forfaulture of 31 
men of guid reputation, bifhops, abbottis, and barronis obedient fubjects to our fo- 
vereign, only for her caufe. 

THEY have alfo difponit, fen our fovereigns caufe was taken upon hand be the 
queen’s majefty of that realm, an hundred thoufand pounds Scots worth of her awin 
true fubjects geir, under the color of their law, groundit upon their falfe, treafon- 
able, ftowin, authority. 

THE murders, the oppreffions, the burnings, the ravifhing of women, the de- 
ftruct.on of policy, both ecclefiaftical and temporal, in this mean time, as in my 
former writings I faid it was lamentable to ony chriftian man to hear of, except God 
gif grace, the profeflion of the evangile of Jefus Chrift profeffit be your prince, 
counfall and realme, be mair myndit, nor the auld inamity that has ftand betwixt the 
realms, many of my countrymen will doubt in this article, and thir proceedings 
puttis my felf in fané& Thomas belief. : 

Now my lords, gif the queen’s majefty of that realm, upon quhais promife and 
honour my maiftrefs came there, as 1 have faid, will leave all the French writings, 
and French phrafes of writings, quhilks amcngis them is over meikle on baith the 


fides unfit, and plainly, according to the auld true cuftom of Ingland and S.otland, 
quherein 
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quherein be a word promift truth was obferved, promife, in the name of the eter- 
nal God, and upon the high honour of that nobill and princely blude of the kings of 
Ingland, quhereof fhe is defcendit, and prefently wears the diadem, that fhe wil 
put my maiftrefs in her awin country, and caufe her as queen thereof in her autho- 
rity and ftrength to be obeyit, and to do the fame will appoint an certain day with- 
in two months, at the fartheft. As we underftand this to be our weill, fua will 
we, or the maift part of us all, follow upon it, leaving the Frenchmen, and their 
evil French phrafes togidder. And therefore, and for the true -perpetual friendfhi 
of that realm, will condition, and for our part, with the grace of Almighty God, 
keep fic heads and conditions of agreement, as noble and wife men can condefcend 
upon, for the weill of this haill ifland. AsI have been partlings declaring to the 
queen your fovereign, quhilk I fhew to your lordfhips felfis, both in religion, in 
the punifhment of the earl Bothwile, for the queen’s laft hufband’s flaughter, and 
for a mutual band of amity perpetually to remain amangis us. 

Dovusr_Less, my lords, without that, we may find fic time and friendful work- 
ing, as may gif us occafion baith to forgett Middlemore, and this late pretendit par- 
liament, we will turn the leaf, leaving our fovereign agains our will to reft where 
fhe is, under the promife of friendthip. As I have baith faid, and will ever affirm, 
made be your fovereign, quhilk was only caufe of her graces coming in that realme, 
and feek the help and moyen-of French, or Spanifh, till expulle this treafonable 
and falfe pretendit authority, quhilk means to reign above us. : 

My lords, I defire your lordfhips confider, that it is he, that maift defires the 
amity betwixt Ingland and Scotland to continue, and of a poor man beft caufe has, 
that writes this. 

My brother, the-laird of Skirling, fchaws me, that in your lordfhips commun- 
ing with him, it appearit to him, your mind was we fhold fuffer the earl of Mur- 
ray to work, altho’ it ware agains reafon to us, and complain thereof to the queen’s 
majefty, and her highnefs wald fee it reformit. My lords, her majefty will be over 


meikle troublit to reform the wranges we have fuftainit already. For I am fure, 


gif reafon and juftice may have place, our maiftrefs, and we her fubjects, have re- 
ceived exprefs wrang, far above two hundred thoufand pounds ftesling, in the time 
of this unhappy government, feeing the reformation of fa great caufes, comes, now 
a days, fo flowlie, and the ungodly law of oblivion in fic matters fo meikle practis’d, 
I think, nowther for the queen’s honour, nor our weill, your lordfhips would fua 
mean, nor that it is good to us to follow it. And that ye will give your fovereiga 
fic advertifement hereof, as your good wifdoms fhall find in this caufe meet. It 
will be true and friendful working for us, indeed, and nowther French phrafes, nor 
boafting, and finding little other effect, that will caufe us to hold away the French- 
men. ‘This, is plainly written, and I defire your lordfhips plain anfwer, for ia 


truth and plainnefs langeft continues gud friendfhip, quhilk in this matter I pray 


God may lang continue, and have your lordfhips in his keeping. Of Drumfreis, 
the 3d day of September 1568. 


Your lordfhips at my power 
to command leifully 


HERRIS. 
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ADAME ma bonne foeur. fray refceude vos lettres, d’une mefme date ; 2, Aug. 1568. 


Pune, ou vous faites mention de Pexcufe de Monft. de Murra pour tenir fon Cott. Lib. 


pretenda parlement, qui me femble bien froid, pour obtenir plus de tollerance que jeCal.1. an O- 


m’eftuis perfuadée n’avoir par voftre promefie, quant a n’ofer donner commiffion de iginal. 


venir fans un parlement pour leur peu de nombre de nobleffe alors, je vous refpons, 
qu’ils n’ont que trois ou quatre d’avantacte, qui euffent auffi bien dit leur opinion 
hors de parlement, qui n’a efté tena tant pour cette effect, mais pour faire ce qu’ex- 
preflement nous avions requis eftre empefchés, qui eft la forfalture de mes fubjects 
pour m’avoir eftés fidelles, ce que je m’affurois, jufques a hier, avoir eu en promefle 
de vous, par la lettre ecrite a mi lord Scrup e Maiftre Knoleis vous induire a ire 
contre eulx, voire, a les enfayre refentir ; toutefois je vois que je ]’ay mal pris, j’en 
fuis plus marrie, pour ce que fur votre lettre qu’i] me montrerent, et leur parole, je 
Pay fi divulguement affuray que pour vengeance que j’en defirafle, fi non mettre dif- 
ference entre leur faux deportemens, et les miens finceres. Dans voftre lettre auffi 
datée du 10"¢ d’Aouft, vous metties ces mots. ‘* I think your adverfe party, upon. 
* my fundry former advices, will hold no parliament, at all; and if they do, it 
<¢ fhall be only in form of an affembly, to accord whom to fend into this realm, 
‘© and in what fort; for otherwife, if they fhall proceed in manner of a parliament, 
“* with any act of judgement againft any perfon, I fhall not, in any wife, allow 
‘© thereof; and if they fhall be fo overfeen, then you may think the, fame to be 
<¢ of no other moment, than the former procedures; and by fuch their rafh man- 
“ ner of proceeding, they fhall moft prejudice themfelves ; and be affured to find 
‘© me ready to condemn them, in their doings.” Sur quoy, j’ay ccntremandé mes 
ferviteurs, Jes faifant retirer, fouffrant felon voftre commandement d’etre fauffement 
nommés traitres, par ceulx, qui le font de vray; et encore d’etre provoques par 
efcarmons dies, et par prinfes de mes gens et lettres, et au Contraire vous etes in- 
formée que mes fubjects ont evahis les voftres, Madame qui a fait ce rapport n’eft pas 
homme de bien, car laird Serford et fon fils font et ont eftes mes rebelles depuis le 
commencement; enquirés vous, s’ils n’efto’ent a Donfris aveques eulx, j’avois offri 
refpondre de fa frontiere, ce qui me fut refusé, ce qui m’endevroit affes defcharger, 
heanmoins, pour vous faire preuve de ma fidelité, et de Jeur falfité, s’il vous me fayte 
donner le nom des coulpables, et me fostifier, je commanderay mes fubjects les pour- 
fuivre, ou fi vous voules que ce foit les voftres, les miens leur ayderont; je vous 
prie m’en mander voftre volonté, au refte mes fubjects fidelles feront refponiables a. 
tout ce que Jeur fera mis fu les contre vous, ni les voftres, ni les rebelles, defpuis que 
me confeillates les faire retirer. Quant aux Francois, j’efcrivis que on m’en fit 
nulle pourfuite, car j’efperois tant en vous, que je n’en aurois befoign,—je ne fceu 
fi le di€t aura en més lettres mais, je vous jure devant Dieu que je ne {cay chofe du 
monde de leur venue, que ce que m’en aves manday, nin’en ai oui de France mot 
du monde, et ne le puis croire pour ceft occafion, et fi ils fi font, c’eft fans mon fceu- 
ni confentement, Pourquoy je vous fupplie ne me condamner fans m’ouire, car je 
fuis preft de tenir tout ce que j’ay offert a Mefter Knoleis, et vous aflure que voftre. 
amité, qu’il vous pleft m’offrir, fera refcue avant toutes les chofes du monde, quant 
France fervit la pour preffer leur retour a cefte condition, que prenies mes affaires en. 
mein, en foeur, et bonne ami, comme ma Francé eft en vous ; mais une chofe feule 
me rende confufe, j’ay tant d’enemis qu’ont votre oreille, laquelle ne pouvant avoir. 


par parolle, toutes mes actions vous font defguifces, et falfement raportees, par quoi. 
; ik. 
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il m’eft impoffible de m’affurer de vous, pour les manteries qu’on vous a fait, pour 


deftruire voftre bonne volonté de ae par quoy je defirerois bien avoir ce bien vous | 


faire entendre ma fincere et bonne affection, laquelle je ne puis fi bien defcrire, que 
mes enemis a tort ne la decoloré. Ma benne foeur, gagnes moy ; envoyés moy querir, 
n’entrés en jaloufie pour faulx raports de celle qui me defire que votre bonne grace; 
je me remettray fur Mefter Knoleis a qui je me fuis librement defcouverte, et apres 
vous avoir baisée les mains, je prieray Dieu vous donner en fanté, longue et heu- 
reufe vie. De Boton, ou je vous promets, je n’efpere partir, qu’aveques voftre 
bonne grace, quoyque les menteurs mentent. Ce 26 d’ Aoutt. ) 


No. XV. [Vol. II: p. 68. lineg.] 


Letter of Walfingham’s to Randolph, Feb. 3. 1580-1. 
SIR, 


HAVE received from my lord lieutenant the copy of your letter of the 25th of 
I the laft directed unto his lordfhip, containing a report of your negotiation with 
the king and his councill, in your fecond audience, wherewith having made her 
majefty acquainted, fhe feemed fomewhat to miflike, that you fhould fo long defer to 
deal for the enlargement of Empedocles. But I made anfwer in your behalf, that I 
thought you were directed by the advice of the faid Empedocles friends, in the fol- 
liciting of that caufe, who knew what time was fitteft for you to take to deal there- 
in, with moft effect, and beft fuccefs, with which anfwer, her majefty did in the 
end reft very well fatisfied, touching that point. 

Your putting of us in hope that D’aubigny might eafily be won at her majefty’s 
devotion, was at firft interpreted to have been ironie fpoke by you. But fince it 
feemeth you infift upon it, I could with you were otherwile ver(uaded of the man, 
or at leaft kept that opinion to yourfelf, for confidering the end and purpofe of his 
coming into Scotland, as may be many ways fufficiently proved, ‘was only to advance 
the qucen’s liberty, and reception into that government, to overthrow religion, and 
to procure a foreign match with Villenarius, wherein the inclofed copy, which you may 
ufe to gcod purpofe there, fhall partly give you fome light; there is no man here can 
be perfuaded that he will change his purpole, for fo {mall advantage, as he is likely 
to find by it, and therefore you fhall do well to forbear to harp any more upon that 
ftring, as | have already written to you. The prince of Orange fending, I fear 
will nct be in time that it may do any good, for befides that thefe people are in 
them{clves flow in their refolutions, their own affairs are, at prefent, fo great, their 
{tate fo confufed, and the prince’s authority fo fmall, that he cannot fo foon take or- 


_ Ger in it; and yet for mine own part, I have not been negligent or carelefs in the 


matter, having, more than three weeks paft, fent one about it, from whom never- 
thelefs I do yet hear nothing. The letters, you defire fhould be written thither b 

the French minifters, I have given order to Mr. Killingrew to procure, who, I 
doubt not, will carefully perform it, fo that, I hope, I fhall have them to fend you by 


thenext. And fo commit you to God. At Whitehall the third of February 1580. 


Your very loving coufin and fervant, 


FRA. WALSINGHAM. 


This let-er is an orisinal, ard 'n [ime farts f it wrote in aiphers and explained by 
anther hand. By Empedicles is underjload Mertin, by Vilenarius the king of Scots, 
D' Aubigney is marked thus o——e. ; . 


APPENDIYX, 


3 Feb. 1580. 


Sundry Notes gathered upon good diligence given, and in time to be 
better manifefted, being now thought meet to be in convenient fort 
ufed, and laid againft D’Aubigny, to prove him abufing the king, 
the nobility, and that ftate. — 


IRST, it hath been informed, by credible means, that D’Aubigny was privy 
and acquainted with La Naué, the king’s mother’s fecretary, coming into Scot- 
land, and of his errand there, tending chiefly to perfuade the king, to think and 
efteem it an evil prefident for princes, that fubjcéts might have power to deprive 
their lawful fovereigns, as they did his mother, who was not minded, by any mean, 
to defeat him, either of the prefent government of that realm, or yet of the poflef- 
fion of the crown and inheritance thereof, but rather to aflure the fame to him; and 
that for the accomplifhment of that affurance, the king fhould have been advifed and 
drawn to have governed, for fome fhort time, as prince, ca‘ling D’Aubigny to rule 
as governor of the prince, by commiffion from the queen his mother, until the 
king’s enemies were fupprefled; after which time, D’Aubigny fhould have power 
given to eftablifh and refign that kingdom to the king, by his mother’s voluntary 
confent, whereby all fuch, as had before been in action againft the queen or her 
authority, might be brought to ftand in the king’s mercy. And for that the king 
might live in more furety, D’Aubigny fhould be declared both fecond perfon in fuc- 


ceffion of that crown, and alfo lieutenant-general of Scotland, and that D’Aubigny, ~ 


before his departure out of France, received commiffion from the king’s mother to 
the effects remembered, or near the fame. “That in this behalf he had conference 
with the bifhops of Glafgow, and Rofs, and with Sir James Baford, with which 
perfons, and with the Duke of Guife, he had and hath frequent intelligence, and 
by Sir James Baford he was advifed, to confer with the Lurd John Hamilton be- 
fore his repair into Scotland, whereunto he agreed, and yet afterwards he fent one 
John Hamilton to the faid Lord John to excufe him in this part, alledging, that he 
did forbear to come to him, Icft thereby he fhould marr or hinder greater éffects to 
be executed by him in Scotland. 

THAT before his coming into that realm, the nobility and country were well 
quieted, and united in good concord, with great love betwixt the king and nobility, 
and amoneft the noblefle, but he hath both drawn the king againft fundry of the 
chiefeft of his nobility, that have been moft ready and have expended their blood 
and pofleffions to preferve religion, and defend the king’s perfon, his goverment and 
eftate, and alfo hath given occafions of great fufpicions and offence to be engen- 
dered betwixt the king and his nobility, and efpecially with fuch as have been in 
action againft the king’s mother, and her authority, who by force and means of 
the faid commiffion and practice, fhould have been brought into moft dangerous 
condition, and who alfo may find themfelves in no fmall peril, whiles he pof- 
feffes the kinz’s ear, abufeth his prefence, and hoideth fuch of the principal key 
and ports of his realm, as he prefently enjoycth, : 
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THaT he hath drawn the king, not only to forget the great benefits done to- 
him and his realm, by the queen’s majefty of England, but alfo to requite the fame 
with fundry figns of great unthankfulnefs, and wounding the: with the honour of 
her majefty, and thereby hath adventured to fhake the happy amity long time conti- 
nued betwixt thofe princes. 

Anp whereas thefe griefs were to be repaired by gentle letters and good offers, to. 
have pafled, and been done betwixt them: In which refpett, the king and council 
having refolved to write to her majefty, for her highnefs’ better fatistaction in the 
Jate negotiation of Mr. Alexander Hume of Northberwick, had given-order to the 
king’s fecretary to frame that letter: He minding to break the bond of amity in fun- 
der, willed the fecretary to be fure that nothing fhould be inferted in that letter, 
whereby the king fhould crave any thing at her hands, feeking thereby to cut off all 
loving courtefies betwixt them, as by the declaration of the faid fecretary may be 
better learned, and thereupon further approved. 

THAT under the hove and encouragement of D’Aubigny’s protection, Alexander. 
King prefumed with that boldnefs to make his lewd harangue, and by his means. 
hath hitherto efcaped chaftifement and correction, due for his offence. 

Tuart Sir James Baford, condemned of the flaughter of the king’s father, hath 
been called into that realm by Lennox, without the privity of the king. And where 
as the faid Sir James found in a green velvet defk, late the ear] of Bothwell’s, and faw, 
and had in his hands the principal band of the confpiratars in that murder, and 
can beft declare and witnefs who were authors and executors of the fame; he is 
drawn by Lennox to fupprefs the truth, and to accufe fuch as he himfelf knoweth 
to be innocent; and as by order of law, will be fo found, if they may have due trial,. 
which, contrary to all juftice, is by Lennox means denied. 


This is the charge againft D’ Aubigny, menticned in the foregoing letter by Walfinghams. 
but by Baford they mean Sir Fames Balfour, 


No. XVI. [Vol. II. p. 102, line 18.] 


The Scottifh queen’s offers upon the effect of her liberty propounded by 
her fecretary Naw, November 1584. 


HE queen my miftrefs being once well affured of your majefty’s amity, 

1. WiLL declare openly that fhe will (as it is fincerely her meaning) ftrait- 
ly to join unto your majefty, and to the fame to yicld and bear the chief honour and 
refpect, before all other kings and princes in Chriftendom. 

2. SHE will fwear, and proteft folemnly, a fincere forgetfulnefs of all wrongs 
which fhe may pretend to have been done unto her in this realm, and will never, in 
any fort or manner whatfoever, fhew offence for the fame. 

3. SHE will avow and acknowledge, as well in her own particular name, as alfo 


for her heirs and others defcending of her for ever, your majefty for juft, true, and 
Jawful queen of England. . 


4. AND 
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4. AND confequently, will renounce, as well for herfelf, as for her faid heirs, all 
rights and pretences which fhe may claim to the crown of England, during your 
“majefty’s life, and other prejudice. 

¢. SHE will alfo revoke all acts and fhews, by her heretofore made, of pretence to 
this faid crown, to the prejudice of your majefly, as may be the taking of the arms 
and ftile of gucen of England, by the commandment of king Francis her Jate lord 
and hufband. | 

6. SHE will renounce the pope’s bull, for fo much as may be expounded to turn 
in her favour, and for her behoof, touching the deprivation of your majefty, and will 
declare that fhe will never help and ferve herfeif with it. 

7. SHE will not profecute, during your majefty’s life, by open force or other- 
Ways, any publick declaration of her right in the fucceffion of this realm, fo as fe- 
cret aflurance be given unto her, or at the leaft pubtick promife, that no deciding 
thereof fhall be made in the prejudice of her, or of the king her fon, during your 
majefty’s life, nor after your deceafe, until fuch time as they have been heard there- 
upon, in publick, free, and general aflembly of tne parliament of this faid realm. 

8. SHE will not practife, directly or indire@ly, with any of your majefty’s fub- 
jects, neither within nor out of your realm, any thing tending to war, civil or fo- 
reign, againft your majefty and your eftate, be it under pretext of religion, or for 
‘civil and politick government. | 

g. SHE will not maintain or fupport any of your fubjects declared rebels, and 
convicted of treafon againft you. 

10. SHE will enter into the affociation, which was fhewed her at Wingfield 
for the furety of your majefty’s life, fo as there be mended or right expricated 
' fome claufes, which I will fhew to your majefty, when I fhall have the copy there- 
of, as I have before time required. 

11. SHE will not treat with forcign kings and princes, for any war or trouble 
againft this ftate, and will renounce, from this time, all enterprifes made or to be 
made in her favour for that refpect. 

12, FURTHERMORE, this realm being aflailed by any civil or foreign war, fhe 
will take part with your majefty, and will affift you in your defence with all her 
forccs and means, depending of herfelf, and with all her friends of Chriftendom. 

13. AND to that effect, for the mutual defence and maintenance of your maje- 
_ fty, and the two realms of this ifle, fhe will enter with your majefty in a league 

defenfive, as fhall be more particularly advifed, and will perfwade as much as in 
her the king her fon to do the like. The leagues with all parts abroad remaining 
firm, and efpecially the antient league between France and Scotland, in that which 
fhall not be againit this prefent. 

14. SHe will enter into a league offenfive, having good affurance, or fecret de- 
claration and acknowledgment of her right in the fucceffion of this crown, and 
promife, that happening any breach betwixt France and this realm, (which fhe 
prayeth God never to happen) the juft value of her dowry fhall be placed for her 
in Jands of the revenue of the crown. 

15. For affurance of her promifes and covenants, fhe doth offer to abide her- 
{elf in this realm for a certain time, (better hoftage can fhe not give than her own 
perfon) which, fo as fhe be kept in the liberty here before propounded, is not in 
<afe to efcape fecretly out of this country in the fickly ftate fhe is in, and with 


the good order which your majefty can take therein. 
Aaa2 16, AND 
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16. AND in cafe your majefly do agree to her full and whole deliverance, to 
retire herfelf at her will out of this realm, the faid queen of Scots fhe will pive fuf- 
ficient hoftage for fuch time as will be advifed. ; 

17. Ir fhe abide in this realm, fhe will promife not to depart out of it, with- 
out your Jicence, foas it be promifed unto her that her ftate, in fuch liberty as fhail 
be accorded unto her, fhall not be in any fort altered, until after tryal to have at- 
tempted againft your life, or other trouble of your eflate. 

18. IF fhe go into Scotland, fhe will promife to alter nothing there in the religion 
which is now ufed there, fhe being fuftered to have free exercife of hers, for her and 
her houfhold, as it was at her return out of France; and further, to pull out ever 
root of new divifion between the fubjects, that none of the fubjects of Scotland fhall 
be fifted for his confcience, nor conftrained to go to the fervice of the contrary relt- 

ion. 
: 19. SHE will grant a general abolition of all offences done againft her in Scot- 
land, and things fhall remain there as they are at this prefent, for that refpect, fav- 
ing that which hath been done againft her honour, which fhe meaneth to have re- 
voked and annulled. 

20. SHE will travel to fettle a fure and general reconciliation between the nobili- 
ty of the country, and to caufe to be appointed about the king her fon, and in his 
council, fuch as fhall be fit for the entertainment of the peace and quiet of the coune 
try, and the amity of the realm. 

21. SHE will do her beft to content your majefty, in the favour of the Scots lords 
banifhed, and refuged hither, upon their due fubmiffion to-their princes, and your 
majefty’s promife to affift the faid queen and king of Scotland againft them, if they 
happen to fall into their former faults. 

22. SHE will proceed to the marriage of the king her fon, with the advice and 
good counfel of your majefty. 

23. As fhe will pafs nothing without the king her fon, fo doth fhe defire that 
he intervene conjointly with her in this treaty, for the greater and perfecter 
aflurance thereof; for otherwife any thing can hardly be eftablifhed to be found 
and continue, 

24. THE faid Scotch queen truftcth, that the French king her good brother, ac- 
cording to the good affection which he hath always fhewed her, and hath been afrefh 
teftifed unto me by Monf*, de Manniffiere for this faid treaty, will very willingly 
intervene, and will affift her for the furety of her promifes. 

25. AND fo will the princes of the houfe of Lorrain, following the will of the 
faid king, will bind them{elves thereunto. 

26. For other kings and princes of Chriftendom, fhe wi'l affay to obtain the 
like of them, if for greater folemnity and approbation of the treaty it be found to be 
neceflary. | 

27. SHE doth dcfire a fpeedy anfwer, and final conclufion of the premiffes, to 
the end to meet in time with all inconveniencies. 

28. AND in the mean time, the more to ftrengthen the faid treaty, as made by 
her of a pure and frank will, fhe defireth that demonttration be made of fome re- 
Jeafment of her captivity, 
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Objections againft the Scottith queen, under fecretary Walfinghame’s 
hand, November 1584. 


H E queen of Scots is ambitious, and ftandeth ill affected to her majefty, and 

therefore it cannot be but that her liberty fhould bring peril unto her majetty, 

Tuar her enlargement will give comfort to papifts, and other ill affected fub- 
jeCis, and greatly advance the opinion had of her title as fucceflor. 

THAT as long as fhe fhall be continued in her majefty’s pofleffion, fhe may 
ferve as it were a gaze of her majefty’s furety, for that her friends, for fear of the 
danger fhe may be thrown into, in cafe any thing fhould be done in her favour, 
dare not attempt any thing in the offence of her majefty. 


November i What courfe were fit to be taken with the queen of Scots, 
1584. either to be enlarged or not. 
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HE courfe to be taken with the faid queen may be confidered of in three Cott, Lik. 


degrees; either, 

1. To continue her under cuftody.in that ftate fhe now is. 

2. To reftrain her of the prefent liberty fhe now hath. 

3- Or to fet her at liberty upon caution. 

1. ToucuinG the firft, to continue her under cuftody under that ftate fhe now is; 
it is to be confidered, that the princes that favour that queen, upon the complaint fhe 
maketh of hard ufage, are greatly moved with commiferation towards her, and pro- 
mife to do their endeavour for her liberty, for which purpofe, her minifters follicit 
them daily. 

AND . move them the more to pity her cafe, fhe acquainteth them with her of- 
fers made to her majefty, which appeared to be no lefs profitable than reafonable 
for her majefty, fo as the refufal and rejecting giveth her friends and favourers caufe 
to think her hardly dealt withal, and therefore may, with the better ground and rea- 
fon, attempt fomewhat for the fetting of her at liberty. 

Ir is alfo likely that the faid queen, upon this refufal, finding her cafe defperate, 
will continue her practice under hand, both at home and abroad, not only for her 
delivery, but to attain to the prefent pofleffion of this crown upon her pretended 
title, as fhe hath hitherto done, as appeareth, and is,moft manifeft by letters and 
plots intercepted, and chiefly by that late alteration of Scotland, which hath pro- 
ceeded altogether by her direStion, whereby a gap is laid open for the malice of 
all her majefty’s enemies, fo as it appeareth that this manner of keeping her, with 
fuch number of perfons as fhe now hath, and with liberty to write and receive let- 
ters, (being duly confidered) is offenfive to the princes, the faid queen’s friends; ra- 


ther chargeable, than profitable to her majefty ; and fubject to all fuch practices as. 


may peril her majefty’s perfon or ftate, without any provilion for her majefty’s. 


fafety, and therefore no way to be liked of. 
2. ToucHInG the fecond, to re‘train her ina more ftraighter degree of the li~ 


berty fhe hath hitherto enjoyed. 
It 
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Ir may, at firft fight, be thought a remedy very apt to ftop the courfe of the 
dangerous practices foltered heretofore by her: For, true it is, that this remedy 
might prove very profitable, if the realm of Scotland ftood in that fort devoted to 
her majefty, as few years paft it did; and if the king of that realm were not likcly, 
as well for the releafe of his mother, as for the advancement of both their pretended 
title, to attempt fomewhat againft this realm and her majefty, wherein he fhould 
neither lack foreign afiiltance, nora party h re within this realm: Bat the king and 
that realm ftanding aifccéted as they do, this reftraint, inftead of remedying, is 
likcly to breed thefe inconveniencies following : 

Firs‘r, It will increafe the offence both in him, and in the reft of the princes her 
friends that miliked of her reftraint. 

SECONDLY, It will give them juft caufe to take fome way of redrefs. 

LastTLy, It is to be doubted, that it may provoke fome defperate ill difpofed 
perion, all hope of her liberty removed, to attempt {emewhat againf{t her majefty’s 
own perfon, (a matter above all others to be weighed) which inconveniency being 
duly confidered, it will appear manifeftly, that the reftraint, ina ftraighter degrce, 
is likely to prove a remedy fubject to very hard events. 

Tue latter degree, whether ’twere fit to fet the faid queen at liberty, miniftreth 
fome caute of doubt, touching the manner of the liberty, in what fort the fame is 
to be performed, whether to be continued here within the realm, or to be reftored 
into her own country. 

BuT firft, this propofition, before the particularities be weighed, is to be confi- 
dered in generality. 

For it is very hard for a well affeted fubje&t, that tendreth her majefty’s furety, 
and weigheth either the nature of the Scottifh queen, being inclined to ambition 
and revenge, or her former actions, what practices fhe hath fet on foot motft dan- 
gerous for her majefty and this realm, to allow of her liberty, betng not made ac- 
quain:ed with fuch caufes, as time hath wrought, to make it lefs perilous than it 
hath been, nor with fuch cautions as may, in fume fort, be devifed to prevent both 
her ambitition and malice ; and therefore to make this apparent, 

Ir is to be confidered, that the danger that was in the mother, is now grown 
to be inthe fun. He pretendeth the fame title fhe doth : Such as do affeét her, both 
at home and abroad, do affect him; (and he is the more dangerous for that he is 
unmarried, which may greatly advance his fortune; and th.:t he is a man, where- 
by he may enter into action in his own perfon) where fhe is reftrained, he is at 
liberty ; his own reulm is now altogether at his devotion, and the party affected to 
this crown abafed ; fo as the matter duly confidered, neither her liberty nor reftraine 
doth greatly alter the cafe for perils towards her majefty, unlefs by fuch promifes as 
may be made by way of treaty with her, the danger likely to grow from the king 
her fon be provided for. 

But inthis behalf it may be objected, that fo long as the mother remains in 


‘her majefty’s hands, the king will attempt nothing for fear of his mother’s peril. 


‘T’o this objection it may be anfwered, firft, “hat they hope that her majefty, 
being a prince of juftice, and inclined to mercy, will not punith the mcther for the 
fon’s offence, unlefs fhe fhall be found, by good proof, culpable. Secondarily, 
That men will not be over-hafty, confidering in what predicament the king ftand- 
eth touching his expectation of this crown, to advife any thing that in time future 


may be dangerous to the giver of fuch council as may reach to his mother’s peril 
| AND 


A PPEN DI X. z 


Ano laftly, the taking away of his mother, he being ftrong in the ficld through 
Both foreign affiftance, and a party here within the realm, will appear fo weak a re- 
medy, (which may rather exafperate both him, and her party, to proceed with 
more courage and heat to revenge, if any fuch hard meafure fhould be offered unto 
her) as they will fuppofe for the reafon above f{pecificd, that no fuch extremity will 
be ufed. : 

Ir may alfo be objected, that the fetting of her at liberty will greatly encourage 
the papifts both at home and abroad; but herein, if the provifion be duly confidered, 
that may be made by parliament both here and there, they fhall rather find caufe of 
difcamfort than other wife. 

THESE two doubts being refolved, and the perils that was in the mother ap- 
pearing moft manifeftly to be feen in the fon accompanied with more danger, with 
due confideration had alfo of fuch remedies as may be provided for the preventing 
of the dangers, that her liberty may minifter juft caufe to doubt of; there will be 
good caufe of hope found, that the fame will rather breed beneht than perils. 

Now it refteth, in what fort the faid liberty fhall be performed; if it fhall be 
thought meet fhe fhall be continued within the realm with fome limitation, efpeci- 
ally in that place where fhe now refideth, the country round about being fo infected 
in religion as it is, it is greatly to be doubted that will very much increafe the cor- 


ruption, and falling away in that behalf. Befides, fhe fhould have commodity, 


with much more eafe, and {peed, to entertain practices w.thin this realm, than by 
being in her own country, 

Ir abroad freely without limitation either in Scotland or France, then fhall her 
majefty lufe the gages of her fafety, then fhall fhe be at hand to give advice in fur- 
therance of fuch practices, as have been laid for to ftir trouble in this realm, wherein 
fhe hath been a principal party. 

For the firft, it is anfwered before, that the refpe@ of any perils that may be- 


fal unto her, will in no fort reftrain her fon. For the other, if it be confidcred: 
what harm her advice will work unto herfelf, in refpect of the violation of the 
treaty, and the provifion that may be made in parliament here, it is to be thought,. 
that fhe will then be well advifed, before fhe attempt any fuch matter, which now: 
fhe may do without perrill. Befides fuch princes, as have interpofed their faith and. 


promife for her, cannot with honour affift her, wherein the French King will not 
be found very forward, who, in moft friendly fort, hath lately rejected all fuch re- 
quefts, propounded either by her, or her fon’s minifters, that might any way of- 
fend her majefty. And fo to conclude, feeing the caufe of her grief fhall be taken 


away; the French king gratified, who is a mediator for her, and will miflike, that,, 


by any Spanifh practice, fhe fhould be drawn to violate her faith; that the reft of 
the princes fhall have no juft caufe of offence, but rather to think honourably of her 
majefty, confidering the scottif{m queen’s carriage towards her, which hath deferved 
no way any fuch favour; the noblemen of Scotland fhall be reftored, who will be 
a good ftay of fuch counfells as may tend to the troubling of this realm, efpecialiy 
having fo good a ground of warrant as the parliament to ftand unto; the charges 
and perrills which her practices might have bred to this realm fhall be avoided ; and: 
laftly, the hope of the papifts fhail be taken away, by fuch good provifions, as in 
both the realms may be made, whereby the perils that might fall into her majefty’s. 
own perfon, (a matter of all others to be weighed) fhall be avoided, when by the- 
change that may grow by any fuch wicked and ungodly practice, they fhall fee 
their cafe no way relieved in point of religion, — 
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Reafons to induce her majefty to proceed in the treaty under Secre-. 
cretary Walfingham’s hand. 


HAT fuch plots as have of late years been deviled (tending to the raifing of 
troub'e within this realm) have grown from the Scots queen’s minifters and fa- 
vourers, not without her allowance and fecking: Or, 

THAT the means ufed by the faid minifters, to induce princes to give ear to the 
faid plots, is principally grounded upon fome commiferation had of her reftraint. 

Tuar the ftay, why the faid plots have not been put in execution, hath proceed- 
cd, for that the faid princes have, for the moft part, been entertained with home 
and domeftick troubles, . 

THuar it is greatly to be doubted, that now their realms begin to be quiet, that 
fomewhat will be attempted in her favours by the faid princes. 

Tuart it is alfo to be doubted, that fomewhat may be attempted by fome of her 
fautors in an extraordinary fort, to the perrill of her majetty. 

THAT for the pre‘ervation thereof, it {hall be cenvenicnt for her majefty to proceed 
to the finifhing of the treaty, not long fithence begun between her and the faid queen. 


No. XVII. (Vol. II. p. 128. 1. 4.] 


A letter from S, Amias Pawlet. ' 
SIR, 


Did forbear, according to your direétion fignified in your letters of the qth of 

this prefent, to proceed to the execution of the contents of Mr. Waades letters 
unto you, for the difperfing of this lady's unneceflary fervants, and for the feafing 
of her money, wherein I was bold to write unto you my fimple opinion, (although 
in vain .as it now falleth out) by my letters of the 7th of this inftant, which I 
doubt not are with you before this time; but upon the receipt of your letters of the 
5th, which came not unto my hands until the 8th in the evening, by reafon as 
did appear by indorfement, that they had been miftaken, and were fent back to 
Windfor, after that they were entered into the way towards me, I confidered, that 
being accompanied only with my own fervants, it might be thought that they would 


‘be intreated to fay as I would command them, and therefore I thought good, for 


my better difcharge in thefe money matters, to crave the afliftance of Mr. Richard 
Bagott, who repairing unto me the next morning, we had accefs to this queen, 
whom we found in her bed, troubled after the old manner with a defluxion, which 
was fallen down into the fide of her neck, and had bereft her of the ule of one of 
her hands, unto whom I declared, that upon occafion of her former practifes, doubt- 
ing left fhe would perfift therein by corrupting underhand fome bad members of 
this ftate, T was exprefly commanded to take her money into my hands, and to reft 
anfwerable for it, when it fhall be required ; advifing her to deliver the faid money 
‘unto me with quictnefs, After many denials, many exclamations, and many bitter 
words againft you, (I fay nothing of her railing againft myfelf) with flat affirmation 
that her majcity might have her body, but her heart fhe fhould never have, refufing 

to 
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to deliver the key of the cabinet, I called my fervants, and fent for barrs to® break 
open the door, whereupon fhe yielded, and.caufing the door to be opened, I found 
there in the coffers mentioned in Mr. Waade’s remembrance, five rolls of canvafs, 
' containing five thoufand French crowns, and two leather bags, whereof the one had, 
in gold, one hundred and four pounds two fhillings, and the other had three pounds 
in filver, which bag of filver was left with her, affirming that fhe had no more mo- 
ney in this houfe, and that fhe was indebted to her fervants for their wages. Mr. 
Waades note maketh mention of 3 rolls left in Curle’s chamber, wherein, no 
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Curle can tell 
you the truth 


doubt, he was mifreckoned, which is evident as well by the teftimonies and oaths of’... 
of this matter. 


diverfe perfons, as alfo by probable conjectures ; fo as in truth we found only two rolls, 
every of which containeth one thoufand crowns, Which was this queen’s guifte to 
Curle’s wife at her marriage. ‘There is found in Naw’s chamber, in a cabinet, a 
chain worth by eftimation one hundred pounds, and in money, in one bag nine 
hundred pounds, in a fecond bag two hundred fourfcore and fix pounds eighteen 
fhillings, All the forefaid parcells of money are beftowed in bags, and fealed by 
Mr. Richard Bagot, faving five hundred pounds of Naw’s money, which I referve 
in my hands, for the ufe of this houfhold, and may be repayed at London, where 
her majefty fhall appoint out of the money, received lately by one of my fer- 
vants, out of the Exchequer. I feared left the people might have difperfed this 
money in all this time, or have hidden the fame in fome fecret corners, for doubt 
whereof, I had caufed all this queen’s family, from the higheft to the loweft, to 
be guarded in the fevera] places where | found them, fo as yff I had not found the 
money, with quietnefs, I had been forced to have fearched firft all their lodgings, 
and then their own perfons. I thank God with all my heart, as for a fingular blef- 
fing, that that falleth out fo well, fearing left a contrary fuccefs might have moved 
fome hard conceits in her majefty. 

Toucuine the difperfing of this queen’s fervants, I truft I have done fo much, 
as may fuffice to fatisfy her majefty for the time, wherein I could not take any ab- 
folute courfe, untill I heard again from you, partly becaufe her majefty, by Mr. 
Waade’s letter, doth refer to your confideration to return fuch as fhall be difcharged to 
their feveral dwellings and countries, wherem, as it feemeth, you have forgotten to 
deliver your opinion; partly, for that as yet, I have received no anfwer from you, of 
your refolution, upon the view of the Scottifh family fent unto you, what perfons 
you will appoint to be difmift; only this I have done, I have beftowed all fuch, as 
are mentioned in this bill inclofed, in three or four feveral rooms, as the fame may 
fuffice to contain them, and that their meat and drink fhall be brought unto them 
by my fervants. It may pleafe you, to advertife me by your next letters, in what 
fort, and for what courfe, I fhall make their paffports, as alfo, if they fhall fay thae 
they are unpaid of their wages, what I fhall do therein. Ytis faid that they 


have been accuftomed to be paid of their wage at Chriftmas, for the whole year, This lady 


Her majefty’s charge will be fomewhat diminifhed by the departure of this people, 
and my charge, by this occafion, will be the more eafy. But the perfons, all fave 


Baftian, are {uch filly and fimple fouls, as there was no great caufe to fear their, 


hath good 
ftore of mon 
at prefent in 
he French 


practices, and upon this ground, I was of opinion, in my former letters, that all Ambaflador’s 
this difmiffed train fhould have foilowed their miftrefs, until the next remove, and hands. 


there to have been difcharged upon the fudden, for doubt that the faid remove might 
be delayed, yf fhe did fear, or expect any hard meafure. 


a 
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Orners fhall excufe their foolifh pity as they may ; but for my part, I renunce 
my part of the joys of heaven, yf in any thing that I have faid, written, or done, 
I have had any other refpect than the furtherance of her maiefty’s fervice; and fo I 
f}.a:] m.ft earncftiy pray you to affirm for me, as likewife for the not feafing of the 
money by Mr. Manners, the other commiffioners and myfelf. 1 truft Mr. Waade 
hath anfwered, in all humble duties, for the whole company, that no one of us did 
fo much as think that cur commiffion reaching only to the papers, we might be 
bold to touch the money, fo as there was no fpeech of that all to my knowledge, 
and as you know I was no commiffioner in this fearch, but had my hands full at 
Tyxhall, difcreet fervants are not hallily to deal in great matters, without warrant, 
and efpecially where the caufe is fuch as the delay of it carrieth no danger. 

Your advertifement of that happy remove hath been greatly comfortable unto 
me. I will not fay, in refpeét of myfelf, becaufe my private intereft hath no mea- 
{ure of comparifon with her majefty’s fafety, and with the quiet of this realm. God 
grant a happy and fpeedy yflue to thefe good and godly counfels; and fo I commit 
you to his merciful protection. From Chartley the roth of September 1586, 


No. XVIH. (Vol. II. p. 149. line 17.] 


Copy of a letter from the earls of Shrewfbury and Kent, &c, touching 
their proceedings with regard to the death of the Scottifh queen, to 
her majefty’s council. 


J T may pleafe your hon! good lordfhips to be advertifed, that, on Saturday the 

4th of this prefent, I Robert Beale came to the houfe of me the earl of Kent in 
the county of to whom your lordfhip’s letter and meffage was delivered, and her 
majefty’s commiffion fhewn ; whereupon I the earl forthwith fent precepts for the ftay- 
ing of fuch hues and cries as had troubled the country, requiring the officers to make 
ftay of all fuch perfons, as fhould bring any fuch warrants without names, as be- 
fore had been done, and to bring them to the next juftice of peace, to the inten¢ 
that upon their examination, the occafion and caufes of fuch feditious bruites might 
be bolted out and known. It was alfo refolved that I the faid earl of Kent fhould 
on the Monday following, come to Lylford to Mr. Elmes, to be the nearer and 
readier to confer with my lord of Shrewfbury. Sonday at night, I Robert Beale 
came to Fotheringay, where after the communicating the commiffion, &c. unto ws 
fir Amice Pawlet and fir Drue Drury, by reafon that fir A. Pawlet was but late re- 
covered and not able to repair to the earl of Shrewfbury, being then at Orton fix 
miles of ; it was thought gcod that we fir Drue Drury and Robert Beale fhould go 
unto him, which we did on m:rning ; and together with the delivery of her 
mayefty’s commiffion, and your lordfhip’s letter, imparted unto him what both the 
carl of Kent and we thought meet to be done in the caufe, praying his lordfhip hi- 
ther the day f. lowing, to confer with me the faid earl, concerning the fame ; which 
his lordthip promifed. And for the better colouring of the matter, I the faid earl of 
Shrewfbury fent to Mr. Beale, a juftice of peace of the county of Huntingdon next 
adjoining, to whom I communicated that warrant, which Robert Beale had under 


. your lordthip’s hands, for the ftiying of the hues and cries, requiring him to give 


notice thereof to the town of Peterborough, and efpecially unto the juftices of peace 
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of Huntingdonfhire, and to caufe the purfuers and bringers of fuch warrants to be 
ftayed, and brought to the next juftice of peace; and to bring us word to Fother- 
ingay caftle on Wednefday morning what he had done, and what he fhould in the 
mean time underftand of the authors of fuch bruites. Which like order, I alfo fir 
Amias Pawlet had taken on Monday morning in this town, and other places ad- 


joining. The fame night, the fheriff of the county of Northampton upon the > 


receit of your lordfhip’s letter came to Arundel, and letters were fent to me 
the earl of Kent of the earl of Shrewfbury’s intention and meeting here on 
Tuefday by noons and other letters were alfo fent with their lordfhips affents 
to fir Edward Montague, fir Richard Knightly, Mr. Tho. Brudenell, &c. to 
be here on Wednefday by eight of the clock in the morning, at which time 
it was thought meet that the execution fhould be. So upon Tuefday, we the 
earls came hither, where the fheriff met us; and upon conference between us it 
was refolved, that the care for the fending for the furgeons, and other neceflary 
provifion fhould be committed unto him againft the time. And we forthwith re- 
paired unto her, and firft in the prefence of herfelf and her folks, to the intent that 
they might fee and report hereafter that fhe was not otherwife proceeded with than 
according to law, and the form of the ftatute made in the 27th year of her majefty’s 
reign, it was thought convenient that her majefty's commiffion fhould be read unto 
her, and afterwards fhe was by fundry fpeeches willed to prepare herfelf againft the 
next morning. She was alfo put in remembrance of her fault, the honourable man- 
ner of proceeding with her, and the neceflity that was impofed upon her majefty to 
proceed to execution, for that otherwife it was found that they could not both ftand 
together; and however, fithence the lord Buckhurft’s his being here new confpiracys 
were attempted, and fo would be ftill; wherefore fince fhe had now a good while 
fince warning, by the faid lord and Robert Beale, to think upon and prepare herfelf 
to die, we doubted not but that fhe was, before this, fettled, and therefore would 
accept this meffage in good part. And to the effect that no chriftan duty might be 


faid to be omitted, that might be for her comfort, and tend to the falvation toth of — 


her body and foul in the world to come, we offered unto her that if it would pleafe 
her to confer with the bifhop and dean of Peterborouzh, fhe miczht; which dean, 
we had, for that purpofé, appointed to be lodged within one mile of that place. Here- 
to fhe replied, croffing herfelf in the name of the Fathrr, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoft, faying that fhe was ready to die in the catholic Roman faith, which her an- 
ceftors had profeffed, from which fhe would not be removed. And albeit we ufed 
many perfuafions to the contrary, yet we prevailed noth ng; and therefore, when 
fhe demanded the admittance of her prieft, we utterly denicd that unto her. Here- 


upon, fhe demanded to underftand what anfwer we had touching her former petition — 


to her majefty, concerning her papers of accounts, and the beftowing of her body. 
To the firft we had none other anfwer to make, but that we thought if they were 
not fent before, the fame might be in Mr. Wade’s cuftody, who was now in France, 
and feeing her papers cou'd not any wife pleafure her majefty, we doubted not but 
that the fame fhould be delivered unto fuch as fhe fhould appoint. For, for our own 
parts, we undoubtedly thought that her majefty would not make any profit of her 
. things, and therefore (in our opinions) fhe might fet down what fhe wou!'d have 
done, and the fame fhould be imparted unto her majefty, of whom both fhe and 
others might expect all cou:tefy. Touching her body, we knew. not her majefty’s 
pleafure, and therefore could neither fay ag petition fhould be deny’d, or grant- 
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ej. For the praftice of Babington, fhe utterly denied it, and would have inferred it, . 
that her death was for her religion; whereunto it was eftfoons by us replied, that for 
many years fhe was not touched for religion, nor fhould have been now, but thae 
this proceeding againft her was for treafon, in that fhe was culpable of that horrible 
con‘piracy for deftroying her majefty’s perfon; which fhe again denied, adding fur- 
ther, that albeit fhe for herfelf forgave them that were the procurers of her death, 
yet fhe doubted not but that God would take vengeance thereof. And being charged 
with the de, ofitions of Naué and Curl to prove it againft her, fhe replied, that the 
accufed none, but that hereafter when fhe fhall be dead, and they remain alive, it 
fhall be feen how indifferently fhe had been dealt with, and what meafure had been 
ufed unto her; and afked whether it had been heard before this, that fervants bad 
been practifed to accufe their miftrefs, and hereupon alfo required what was become 
of them, and where they remained. 
Upon our departure from her, for that it feemed by the commifiion, that the charge 
of her was in the difpofition of us the earls, we required S. Amias Paulet and S. 
Drue Drurie to receive, for that night, the charge, which they had before, and to 
caufe the whole number of foldiers to watch that night, and that her folks fhould be 
put up, and take order that only four of them fhould be at the execution, remaining 
aloof of, and guarded with certain perfons, fo as they fhould not come near unto 
her, which were Melvil her fteward, the phyfician, furgeon, and apothecary. | 
WEDNESDAY morning, after that we the earls were repaired unto the caftle, and 
the fheriff had prepared all things in the hall for the execution, he was commanded 
to go into her chamber, and to bring her down to the place where were prefent, we 
which have figned this letter, Mr. Henry Talbot, efq; fir Edward Montague, knt. 
his fon and heir apparent, and William Montague his brother, fir Richard Knichtly 
knt. Mr. Thomas Brudenell, Mr. Beuill, Mr. Robert and John Wingefield, Mr. 
Foreft, and Raynor, Benjamin Piggot, Mr. Dean of Peterborough, and others. 
Atv the ftairfold, fhe pawfed to {peak to Melvil in our hearing, which was to this 
effect, ** Melvil, as thou haft been an honeft fervant to me, fo j pray thee continue 
to my fon, and commend me unto him. I have not impugn’d his religion, nor the 
religion of others, but wifh him well. And as I forgive all that have offended me 
in Scotland, fo I would that he fhould alfo; and befeech God, that he would fend 
him his holy fpirit, and illuminate him.” Melvil’s anfwer was, that he would fo do, 


and at that inftant, he would befeech God to affift him with his fpirit. Then the 


demanded to fpeak with her prieft, which was denied unto her, the rather for that 
fhe came with a fuperftitious pair of beads and a crucifix. She then defired to have 


her women to help her, and upon her earneft requeft, and faying that when other ' 


gentlewomen were executed, fhe had read in chronicles that they had women al- 
lowed unto them, it was permitted that fhe fhould have two named by herfelf, which 
were Mrs. Curle and Kennedy. After fhe came to the fcaffold, firft, in prefence of 
them all, her majeftie’s commiffion was openly read; and afterwards Mr. Dean of 
Peterborough, according to a direction which he had received, the night before, 
from us the earls, wou’d have made a godly admonition to her, to repent and dye 
well in the fear of God and charity to the world. But at the firft entry, the utterly 
refufed it, faying that fhe was a catholique, and that it were a folly to move her, 
being fo refolutely minded, and that our prayers would little avail her. Whereupon, 
to the intent it might appear that we, and the whole aflembly, had a chriftian defire 
to have her die well, a godly prayer, conceiv’d by Mr. Dean, was read and pro- 
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nounced by us all. ‘¢ That it would pleafe Almighty God to fend her his holy fpi- 
rit and grace, and alfo, if it were his will, to pardon all her offences, and of his 
mercy to receive her into his heavenly and everlafting kingdom, and finally to blefs 


her majefty, and confound all her enemies ;” whereof Mr. Dean, minding to re- | 


pair up fhortly, can fhew your lordfhip a copy. 

Tus done, fhe pronounced a prayer upon her knees to this effect, “* To be- 
feech God to fend her his holy fpirit, and that fhe trufted to receive her falvation in 
his blood, and of his bee to be received into his kingdom, befought God to for- 
give her ennemies, as fhe forgave them; and to turn his wrath from this land, to 
blefs the queen’s majeftie, that fhe might ferve him. Likewife to be merciful to her 
fon, to have compaffion of his church, and altho’ fhe was not worthy to be heard, 

et fhe had a confidence in his mercy, and prayed all the faints, to pray unto her 
Savion to receive her.” After this, (turning towards her fervants) fhe defired them 
to pray for her, that her Saviour would receive her. ‘Then, upon petition made by 
the executioners, fhe pardon’d them ; and faid, fhe was glad that the end of all her 
forrows was fo near. Then fhe miflik’d the whinning and weeping of her women, 
faying, that they rather ought to thank God for her refolution, and kiffing them, 
willed them to depart from the fcaffold, and farewell. And fo refolutely kneel’d 


down, and having a kercheff banded about her eyes, laid down her neck, whereupon , - 


the executioner proceeded. Her fervants were incontinently removed, and order taken 
that none fhould approach unto her corps, but that it fhould be embalmed, by the fur- 
geon appointed. And further her crofle, apparell, and other things are retained here, 


and not yielded unto the executioner for inconveniences that might follow, but he is. 


remitted to be rewarded by fuch as fent him hither. 

’ Tuts hath been the manner of our dealings in this fervice, whereof we have 
thought good to advertife your lordfhips, as particularly as we could, for the time, 
and further have thought good to fignify unto your lordfhips befides, that for the avoid- 
ing of all finifter and flanderous reports, that may be raifed to the contrary, we have 
caufed a note thereof to be conceiv’d to the fame effe& in writing, which we the 
faids lords have fubfcribed, with the hands of fuch other there the knights and gen- 
tlemen above named that were prefent at the action. And fo befeeching Almighty 
God long to blefs her majefty with a moft profperous reign, and to confound all his, 
and her enemies, we take our leaves. From Fotheringay-Caftle, the 8th of Febru- 


ary 1586, in haft, 


4 


Your lordthips at commandment. 


N. B. This, as well as feveral other papers in this Appendix, is taken from a col- 
Je€tion made by Mr. Crawfurd of Drumfoy, hiftoriographer to Q,. Anne, now 
in the library of the faculty of Advocates. Mr. Crawfurd’s tranfcriber has 
omitted to mention the book in the Cott. Lib. where it is to be found. 
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No. XIX. [Vol. II. p. 154. line 2.] 


The objections againft Mr. Davifon, in the caufe of the late Scottith 
queen, muft concern things done either, 1. Before her trial at Fother- 
ingay. 2. During that feffion. 3. After the fame. 


I. EFORE her trial, he neither is, nor can be charged to have had any hand 
at all in the caufe of the faid queen, or done any thing whatfoever, con- 
cerning the fame direCy, or indireQly. 

2. Durinc that feffion, he remained at court, where the only intereft he had there- 
in, was as her majefty’s fecretary, to receive the letters from the commiffioners, im- 
part them to her highnefs, and return them ber anfwers. 

3. AFTER the return thence, of the faid commiffioners, it is well known to all 
her council, 


x. THaT he never was at any deliberation or meeting whatfoever, in parliament, 
or council, concerning the caufe of the faid queen, till the fending down of her mae 
jefty’s warrant unto the commiffioners, by the lords and others of her council. 

2. Tuart he was no party in figning the fentence, pafled againft her. 

3. THAT he never penned either the proclamation publifhing the fame, the war- 
rant after her death, nor any other letter, or thing whatfoever, concerning the fame. 
And 

Tuart the only thing, which can be fpecially and truly imputed to him, is the 
carrying up the faid warrant unto her majefty to -be figned. She fending a great 
counfellor unto him, with her pleafure to that end, and carrying it to the great feal 
of England, by her own fpecial dire€tion and commandment. 


For the better clearing of which truth, it is evident, 

1. THAT the letter, being penned by the lord treafurer, was delivered by him un- 
to Mr. Davifon, with her majefty’s own privity, to be ready for to fign, when fhe 
fhould be pleafed to call for it. ck 

2. THAT being in his hands, he retained it at the leaft five or fix weeks unpre- 
fented, nor once offering to carry it up, till fhe fent a great counfellor unto him for 
the fame, and was fharply reproved therefore by a great peer, in her majefty’s own 

refence. 

: 3. THart having figned it, fhe gave him an exprefs commandment to carry if to 
the feal, and being {feal’d to fend it immediately away unto the commifhoners, ac- 
cording to the direction. Herfelf appointing the hall of Fotheringay for the place 
of execution, mifliking the court-yard, in divers refpects, and in conclufion abfo- 
lutely forbad him to trouble her any further, or let her hear any more thereof, till it 
was done. She for her part, having (as fhe faid) performed all that, in law or 
reafon, could be required of her. 

4. Wuicu directions notwithftanding, he kept the warrant feal’d all that night, 
and the greateft part of the next dav in his hands, brought it back with him to the 


court, acquainted her majefty withal, and finding her majefty refulved to proceed . 
_ therein, according to her former directions, and yet defirous to carry the matter fo, 


as 


_ 
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as fhe might throw the burden from herfelf, he abfolutely refolved to quit his hands 


thereof. , 
5. AND hereupon, went over unto the lord treafurer’s chamber, together with 


Mr. vice-chamberlain Hatton, and in his prefence reftored the fame into the hands 
of the faid lord treafurer, of whom he had before received it, who from thenceforth 
_kept it, till himfelf and the reft of the council fent it away. 

Wurcr, in fubftance and truth, is all the part and intereft the faid Davifon had 
‘in this caufe, whatfoever is, or may be pretended to the contrary. 


'  Toucuine the fending down thereof unto the commiffioners, that it was the ge- 
_neral act of her majefty’s council, (as is before mentioned,) and not any private act 
of his, may appear by | | 
1. THEIR own confeffion. 2. Their letters fent down therewith to the commif- 
fioners. 3. The teftimonies of the lords and others to whom they were directed. 
As alfo 4. of Mr. Beale, by whom they were fent. 5. The tenor of her majefty’s 
-firft commiffion for their calling to the ftar-chamber for the fame, and private ap- 
pearance and fubmiffion afterward inftead thereof, before the lord chancellor Broom- 
ley. 6. The confeffion of Mr. Attorney-general, in open court confirmed. 7. By 
‘the fentence itfelf upon record. 8. Befides a common aé of council, containing 
an anfwer to be verbally delivered to the Scottifh ambaflador then remaining here, 


avowing and juftifying the fame. 


Now where fome fuppofe him to have given fome extraordinary furtherance there- 
unto, the contrary may evidently appear by 

1. His former abfolute refufal to fign the band of affociation, being earneftly 
prefied thereunto by her majefty’s felf. 
' 2. Hrs excufing of himfelf from being ufed as a commiffioner, in the examination 
of Babington and his complices, and avoiding the fame by a journey to the Bath. 

- His being a mean to ftay the commiffioners from pronouncing of the fentence 

at Fotheringay, and deferring it till they fhould return to her majefty’s prefence. 

4. His keeping the warrant in his hands fix weeks unprefented, without once of- 
fering to carry it up, till her majefty ‘fent exprefly for the fame to fign. 

5. Hts deferring to fend it away after it was feal’d unto the commiffioners, as he 
was fpecially commanded, ftaying it all that night, and the greateft part of the next 


day in his hands. 
6. Ann finally, his reftoring thereof into the hands of the lord-treafurer, of whom 


he had before received the fame. 
Wuicu are clear and evident proofs, that the faid Davifon did nothing in this 


caufe whatfoever, contrary to the duty of the place he then held in her majefty’s 
fervice. 


Cal. C. 9. 
Tus feems to be an original. On the back is this title, 


Tue innocency of Mr. Davifon in the caufe of the late Scottifh queen. 
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No, XX. [Vol. II. p. 238. line 29.] 
Letter from @, Sir Robert Cecil, to his Majefty King James. 


From the O- OST werthy prince, the depending dangers upon your affectionates have 
riginal Bibl, been fuch, as hath inforced filence in him, who is faithfully devoted to your 
Fac. Jur. perfon, and in due time of trial, will undergo all hazards of fortune, for the main- 


aia tenance of the juft regal rights, that, by the laws divine, of nature, and of nations, 
oe is invefted in your royal perfon. Fall not then, moft noble and renowned prince, 
from him, whofe providence hath in many dangers preferved you, no doubt to be an 
inftrument of his glory, and the good of his people. Some fecrets, I find have 
been revealed to your prejudice, which muft proceed from fome ambitious violent 
{pirited perfon near your majefty in council and favour ; no man in particular will I 
accufe, but I am fure it hath no foundation from any, with whom, for your fervice, 
I have held correfpondence ; otherwife, I had, long fince, been difabled from per- 
formance of thofe duties, that the thoughts of my heart endeavoureth; being only 
known to this worthy nobleman bearer hereof, one noted in all parts of Chriftendom 
for his fidelity to your perfon and ftate, and to Mr. David Fowlis your moft loyal 
fervant, my firft and faithful correfpondent; and unto James Hudfone, whom I 
have found in all things that concern you, moft fecret and aflured, It may, there- 
fore, pleafe your majefty, at the humble motion of @, which jargon I defire to be 
the indorfement of your commands unto me, that by fome token of your favour, 
he may underftand in what terms you regard his fidelity, fecrecy, and fervice. My 
paffionate affection to your perfon, (not as you are a king, but as you are a good 
king, and have juft title, after my fovereign, to be a great king) doth tranfport me 
to prefumption. Condemn not, moft noble prince, the motives of care and love, 
altho’ mixed with defects in judgment. 


tr. I, therefore, firft befeech your majefty, that for the good of thofe. whom 
God, by divine Providence, hath deftined to your charge, that you would be pleafed 
to have an extraordinary care of all pra€ticers, or practices, againft your perfcn ; for 
it is not to be doubted, but that in both kingdoms, either out of ambition, fa&tion, 
or fear, there are many that defire to have their fovereign in minority, whereby the 
fovereignty and ftate might be fwayed ey py of fubalternate perfons, rather 
than by true rule of power and juftice. Preferve your perfon, and fear not the 
practices of man upon the point of your right, which will be preferved and -main- 
tained againft all affaults of competition whatever. Thus I leave the protection of your 
perfon, and royal pofterity, to the Almighty God of Heaven, who blefs and pre- 
ferve you and all yours, in all regal happinefs to his glory. | 
2. Next to the prefervation of your perfon, is the confervation and fecret keep- 
ing of your councells, which, as I have faid, are often betrayed and difcovered, 
either out of pretended zeal in religion, turbulent faction, or bafe conception, the 
which your majefty is to regard with all circumfpection, as a matter moft dan- 
gerous to your perfon and ftate, and the only means to ruin and deftroy all] thofe, 
that ftand faithfully devoted to your majefty’s fervice. Some particulars, and per- 
fons of this nature, I make no doubt have been difcovered by the endeavours of this 
mobleman, the bearer hereof, of whom your majelty may be further informed. 
3. Tue 
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* 3. Tue 3d point confiderable is, that your majelty, by all means poffible, fecure 
— yourfelf of the good affeGtion of the French king and States, by the negotiation of 
fone faithful fecret confident ; the French naturally diffafting the union of the Bri- 
tifh Iflands under one monarch. In Germany, I doubt not, but you have many 
aliies and friends, but by reafon of their remote ftate, they do not fo much importe 
this affair, which muft be guided by a qu ck and fudden motion. 
_ 4. WueEn God, by whofe Providence, the pertod of all perfons and times is de- 
termined, fhall call to his kingdom of glory her majefly, (altho’ I do affured!y hope 


that there will not be any queftion in competition, yet for that I hold it not fiting 


to give any minute entrance into a caufe of fo high a natute) I do humbly befeech . 


your ay to defign a fecret, faithful, and experienced confident fervant of yours, 
being of an approved fidelity and judgment, continually to be here refident, whofe 
negotiation, it were Convenient your majefty fhould fortifie, with {uch fecret truft 
and powers, as there may not need 14 days refpite, to poft for authority, in a caufe, 
that cannot endure 10 hours refpite, without varieties of danger. Inthe which it is 
to be confidered, that all fuch as pretend leaft good to your eftablifhment, will not 
in publick oppung your title, but out of their cunning ambition, will feek to gain 
time, by alledging their pretence of common good to the ftate, in propounding of 
good conditions for difburthening the common weale, of divers hard laws, heav 
impofitions, corruptions, oppreffions, &c. which is a main point to lead the popu- 
lar, who are much difgufted with many particulars of this nature. It were thercfore 
convenient, that thefe motives, out of your maiefty’s providence, fhould be prevent- 
ed, by your free offer in thefe points following, viz. 


1. THAT your majefty would be pleafed to abolith purvaiors and purvaiance, be- 
ing a matter infinitely offenfive to the common people, and the whole kingdom, and 
not profitable to the prince. | 

2. THAT your majefty would be pleafed to diffolve the court of wards, being the 
ruin of all the noble and ancient families of this realm, by bafe matches, and evil 
education of their children, by which no revenue of the crown will be defrayed. 

3. THE abrogating the mult'plicity of penal laws, generally repined againtft by the 
fubjcct, in segard of their uncertainty, being many times altered from their true 
meaning, by variety of interpretation. 

4. THAT your majefty will be pleafed admit free outport of the native commo- 
dities of this kingdom, now often reftrained by fubalternate perfons for private pro- 
fit, being moft prejudicial to the commerce of all merchants, and a plain deftruétion 
to the true induftry and manufaCture of all kingdoms, and again{t the prcfit of the 
crown. 

THEse, being by your majefty’s confidents in the point of time propounded, will 
affuredly confirm unto your majeftie the hearts and affeQions of the whole kingdom, 
and abfolut.ly prevent all infinuations and devices of defigned patriots, that, out of 
pretext of common good, would feek to patronize themfelves in popular opinion and 
powcr, and thereby to derogate from your majefty’s bounty and free favour, by 
‘princely ment of your moderation, jucgment, and juftice. 

YourR majefty’s favour, thus granted to the fubje&t, will no way impeach the 
profits of the crown, but advance-them. The difproportionable gain of fome chequer 
officers, with the bafe and mercenary profits of the idle unneceflary clerks and atten- 
dants, will only fuffer fome detriment; but infinite will be the good unto the king- 
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dom, which will confirm unto your majefty the univerfal love and affection of the 
people, and eftablifh your renown in the higheft efteem to all pofterity. 

Tue Lord preferve your majeftie, and make you triumphant over all your ene- 
mie:. 
My care over his perfon, whofe letters pafs in this pacquet, and will die before he 
leave to be yours, fhall be no lefs then of mine own life, and in like efteem will I 
hold all your faithfull confidents, notwithftanding I will hold myfelf referved from 
being known unto any of them, in my particular devoted affections unto your ma- 
jefty, only this extraordinary worthy man whofe aflociate I am in his misfortune, 
doth know my heart, and we both will pray for you,. and if we live you fhall find 


us together. 


I BEsEECH your majefty burn this letter, and the others; for altho’ it be in am 


unufual hand yet it may be difcovered. 


Your majefty’s moft devoted 
and humble fervant, 
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DISSERTATION 


CONCERNING 


‘The Murder of King Henry, and the Genuinenefs 
of the Queen’s Letters to Bothwell. 


the murder of King Henry, or the letters from Mary to. 

Bothwell, have given rife; far lefs to appear as an adverfary to. 
any particular author, who hath treated of them. To repeat, 
and to expofe all the ill founded affertions with regard to thefe 
points, which have flowed from inattention, from prejudice, from 
partiality, from malevolence, and from difhonefty, would be no. 
lefs irkfome to myfelf, than unacceptable to moft of my readers, 
All I propofe, is to affift others in forming fome judgment concern= 
ing the facts in difpute, by ftating the proofs produced on each fide,. 
with as much brevity as the cafe will admit, and with the fame 
attention and impartiality, which I have endeavoured to exercife in 
examining other controverted points in the Scotch hiftory. 


i T is not my intention to engage in all the controverfies, to which 


In order to account for the King’s murder, two different fyftems 
have been formed, The one fuppofes Bothwell both to have con- 
trived and executed this crime. The other imputes it to the Earls 
of Murray, Morton, and their party. 
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Tue decifion of many controverted facts in hiftory, is a matter 
rather of curiofity than of ufe. ‘They ftand detached ; and what- 
ever we determine with regard to them, the fabric of the {tory 
remains untouched.. But the fact under difpute in this place is a 
fundamental and. effential one, and according to the opinion which 
an Hiftorian adopts with regard to it, he muft vary and difpofe the 
whole of his fubfequent narration. An hiflorical fyftem may be 
tried in two different ways, whether it be confiftent with probabi- 
lity, and whether it be fupported- by proper evidence. 


Tuose who charge the King’s murder upon Bothwell argue in 
the following manner; and though their reafonings have been men- 
tioned already in different places of the narrative, it is neceflary to 
repeat them here. Mary’s love for Darnly, fay they, was fudden: 
and youthful paffion. The beauty of his perfon. was his chief 
merit. His capricious. temper foon raifed tn the Queena difguft, 
which broke out on different occafions. His engaging in the con- 
{piracy againft Rizio, converted this difguft into an indignation, 
which fhe was at no pains to conceal. This breach was perhaps, 
in its own nature, irreparable; the King certainly wanted that art 
and condefcenfion which alone could. have repaired'it, It widened 
every day, and a deep and fettled hatred effaced all remains of af- 
fection. Bothwell obferved this, and was prompted by ambition, 
and perhaps by love, to found on it a fcheme, whiclt proved fatal 
hoth to the Queen, and to himfelf. He had ferved Mary at: diffe- 
rent times with. fidelity and fuceefs. He infinuated himfelf- inta 
her favour, by-addrefs and by flattery. By degrees he gained her 
heart. In order to gratify his love, at leaft his ambition, it was necef- 
fary to get rid of the King. Mary had reje@ed the propofak made 
to her for obtaining a divorcee. The King was equally hated by the 
partizans of the houfe of Hamilton; a confiderable party in the 
kingdom ; by Murray, one of the moft powerful and popular perfons 
in his country ; by Morton and his affociates, whom he had deceived ; 
and whom Bothwelt had bound to his intereft by a recent favour. 
Among the people. Darnly was fallen under extreme-contempt. He 
expected, for all thefe reafons, that the murder. of the King would 
pafs without any enquiry. And to Mary's. loye, and to his own 
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addrefs and good fortune, he trufted for the accomplifhment of the 
reft of his wifhes. What Bothwell et macgge really came to pafs. 
Mary, if not privy herfelf to the defign, connived at -an action 
which rid her of a man whom fhe had fuch good reafon to deteft. 
A few months after, fhe married the perfon who was both fufpected 
and accufed of committing the murder. 


Ttosx who charge the guilt upon Murray and his party reafon in 
this manner. Murray, fay they, was aman of boundlefs ambition. 
Notwithftanding the illegitimacy of hie birth, he had early formed 
adefign of ufurping the Crown. On the Queen’s return into 
Scotland, he infinuated himfelf into her favour, and engroffed the 
whole power into his own hands. He fet himfelf againft every pro- 
pofal of marriage which was made to her, left his own chance of 
fucceeding to the Crown fhould be deftroyed. He hated Darnly, 
and was no lefs hated by him. In order to be revenged on him, he 
entered into a fudden frientdfhip with Bothwell, his ancient and mor- 
tal enemy. He encouraged him to perpetrate the crime, by giving 
him hopes of marrying the Queen. Ill this was done with a de- 
fign to throw upon the Queen herfelf the imputation of being ac- 
ceflory to the murder, and under that pretext, to deftroy Bothwell, 
to depofe and imprifon her, and to feize the fceptre which he had 
wrelted out of her hands. 


Tue former of thefe fyftems has an air of probability, is con 
fiftent with itfelf, and folves appearances. In the latter, fome af- 
fertions are falfe, fome links are wanting in the chain, and effects 
appear, of which no fufficient caufe is produced. Murray; on the 
Queen’s return into Scotland, ferved her with great fidelity, and 
by his prudent adminiftration rendered her fo popular, and fo 
powerful, as enabled her with eafe to quafh a formidable in- 
furrection raifed by himfelf in the year 1565. What motive 
could induce Murray to murder a Prince without capacity, without 
followers, without influence over the nobles, whom the Queen, by 
her neglect, had reduced to the loweft ftate of contempt, and who, 
after a long difgrace, had regained (according to the moft favoura- 
ble fuppofition) the precarious poffeflion of .her favour only a few 
days before his death? It is difficult to conceive what Murray had to 
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‘fear f.om the King’s life. It is no eafy matter to guefs what he 
could gain by his death. If we fuppofe that the Queen had no pre- 
vious attachment to Bothwell, nothing can appear more chimerical 
than a fcheme to perfuade her to marry a man, whofe wife was ftill 
alive, and who was not only fufpected, but accufed, of murdering 
her former hufband. But that fuch a fcheme fhould really fucceed 
is {till more extraordinary.---If Murray had inftigated Bothwell to 
commit the crime, or had himfelf been acceffory to the commiffion 
of it, what hopes were there that Bothwell would filently bear 
from a fellow criminal all the perfecutions which he fuffered, with- 
‘out ever retorting upon him the accufation, or revealing the whole 
‘{cene of iniquity ? An ancient and deadly feud had fubfifted between 
Murray and Bothwell ; the Queen with difficulty had brought them - 
‘to fome terms of agreement. Butis it probable that Murray would 
chufe an enemy, to whom he had been {fo lately reconciled, for his 
confident in the commiffion of fuch an atrocious crime? Or, on 
the other hand, would it ever enter into the imagination of a wife 
‘man, firft to raife his rival to fupreme power, in hopes that 
-afterwards he fhould find fome opportunity of depriving him of 
that power? The moft adventrous politician never hazarded fuch 
a dangerous experiment. ‘The moft credulous folly never trufted 
fuch an uncertain chance. 


But however ftrong thefe general reafonings may be, we muft 
decide according to the particular evidence produced. This we now 
proceed to examine. 


TuaT Bothwell was guilty. of the King’s murder appears, 
1. From the concurring teftimony of all the cotemporary hiftorians. 
2. From the confeffion of thofe perfons who fuffered for affifting ae 
the commiffion of the crime, and who enter into a minute detail 
of all its circumftances. Anderf.v. 2. 165. 3. From the ac- 
knowledgment of Mary’sown commiffioners, who allow Bothwell 
to have been one of thofe who were guilty of this crime. Good. 
v.2. 213. 4. From theexprefsteftimony of Lefly Bifhop of Rofs 
to the fame effect with the former. Def. of Q. Mary’s Hon. And. 
2.76, Id.v.3. p.31. 5. Morton, at his death, declared _ 
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- Bothwell had follicited him, at different times, to concur in the con- 
{piracy formed againft the life of the King; and that he was in- 
formed by Archibald Douglas, one of the confpirators, that Bothwell 
was prefent at the murder. Crawf.Mem. App. 4. The letter 
from Douglas to the Queen, publifhed in the Appendix to vol. IT. 
No. 12. confirms Morton’s teftimony. 6. Lord Herreis promifes, 
in his own name, and in the name of the nobles who adhered to 
the Queen, that they would. concur in punifhing Bothwell as the 
murderer of the King. Append. vol. I. No 23. 


- Tue moft dire&t charge ever brought againft Murray isin thefe 
-words of Bifhop Lefley, ‘* Is it unknown,” addreffing himfelf to the 
‘Earl of Murray, ‘“‘ what the Lord Herries {aid to your face openly, 
“© even at your own table, a few days after the murder was com- 
‘¢ mitted? Did he not charge you with the foreknowledge of the 
“fame murder? Did not he, sulla circuitioue ufus, Aatly and 
“« plainly burden you, that riding in Fife, and coming with one of 
<¢ your moft affured and trufty fervants the fame day whereon you 
‘“¢ departed from Edinburgh, faid to him, among other talk, This 
“ night e’re morning Lord Darnly fhall lofe his lifer” Def. of Q. 
‘Mary, Anderf. v. 2. 75. . Butthe affertion of a man fo heated with 
faction as Lefley, unlefs it were {upported by proper evidence, is of 
little weight. The fervant, to whom Murray is faid to have fpoken - 
thefe words, is not named ; nor the manner in which this fecret con- 
verfation was brought to light mentioned. Lord Herreis was 
one of the moft zealous advocates for Mary, .and it is remarkable 
that in all his negociation at the court-of England, he never once 
repeated this accufation of Murray. In anfwering the challenge 
given him by Lord Lindfay, Herreis had a fair opportunity of men- 
tioning Murray’s knowledge of the murder ; but though he openly 
-accufes of that crime fome of thofe who adhered to him, he in- 
duftrioufly avoids any infinuation againft Murray himfelf. Keith 
Pref. XII. Mary herfelf, in a converfation with Sir Francis 
-Knolles, accufed Morton and Maitland of being privy to the murder, 
. but does not mention Murray. And. 4. 55. When the Bifhop of 
-Rofs and Lord Herreis themfelves appeared before the Englifh coun- 
ceil, January 11, 1569, they declared themfelves ready, in obedience 
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to the Queen’s command, to accufe Murray and his affociates of being 
acceflory to the murder, but “ they being alfo required, whether 
‘¢ they or any of them, as of themfelves, would accufe the faid 
‘¢ Earl in {pecial, or any of his adherents, or thought them guilty 
thereof ;” they anfwered, “ that they took God to witnefs that 
none of them did ever know any thing of the confpiracy of that 
murder, or were in council and foreknowledge thereof; neither 
who were devifers, inventors, and executors of the fame, till 
it was publickly difcovered long thereafter by fome of the affaffins 
who fuffered death on that account.” Good. v. 2. 308. Thefe 
words are taken out of a regifter kept by Rofs and Herreis them- 
felves, and feem to be a direct confutation of the bifhop’s affertion. 
The bifhop himfelf repeats the fame thing in ftill ftronger terms. 
And. 3. 31. 
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Tue Earls of Huntly and Argyll, in their Proteftction touching 
the murder of the King of Scots, after mentioning the confe- 
rence at Craigmillar concerning a divorce, of which we have given 
an account vol. I. 330. add “So after thefe premiffes, the mur- 
“* der of the King following, we judge in our confciences, and hold 
“< for certain and truth, that the Earl of Murray and fecretary Le- 
“< thington were authors, inventors, counfellars and caufers of the 
*¢ fame murder, in what manner, or by whatfomever perfons the 
“© fame was executed.” Anderf. v. 4, 188. But. 3. This is 
nothing more than the private opinion or perfonal affirmation of 
thefe two noblemen. 2. The conclufion which they make has no 
connection with the premiffes on which they found it. Becaufe 
Murray propofed to obtain for the Queen a divorce from her huf- 
‘band with her own confent, it does not follow that therefore he 
committed the murder without her knowledge. 3. Huntly and 
Argyll were at that time the leaders of that party oppofite to Murray, 
and animated with all the rage of faction. 4. Both of them were 
Murray’s perfonal enemies. Huntly, on account of the treatment 
which his family and clan had received from that nobleman. Ar- 
gyll was defirous of being divorced from his wife, with whom he lived 
on no goodterms. Knox 328. and by whom he had nochildren. 
Crawf, Peer. 19. She was Murray’s fifter, and by his intereft he 
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had: obftructed that defign. Keith gg1. ‘Thefe circumftances would: 
go far towards invalidating a pofitive teftimony ; they more than coun- 
terbalancean indeterminate fufpicion. §. Itisaltogether uncertain whe- 
ther Huntlyand Argyllever fubfcribed this proteftation. A copy of fuch 
a proteftation as the Queen thought would be of advantage to her 
caufe, was tranfmitted to them: by her. Anderf.v. 4. 186. The 
proteftation itfelf publifhed by Anderfon is taken from an unfub- 
{cribed copy with blanks for the date and place of fubfcribing. On 
the back of this copy is pafted a paper, which Cecil has marked 
« Anf{wer of the Earl of Murray to a writing of the Earls of Hunt- 
« ly and Argyll.” Anderf. 194,195. But it can fcarce be efteemed: 
a reply to the abovementioned proteftation. Murray’s anfwer bears 
date at London, January. 19, 1568. The Queen’s letter, in which 
fhe inclofed the copy of the proteftation, bears date at Bowton, Jan. 
5, 1568. Now it is fcarce to be fuppofed that the copy could be 
fent into Scotland, be fubferibed by the two Earls, and be feen and 
anfwered by Murray within fo (hort atime. Murray’sreply feenis 
intended only to prevent the impreflion which the vague and uncer~ 
tain accufations of his enemies might make in hisabfenee. Cecil 
had got the original of the Queen’s letter into his cuftedy. | Anderf. 
v. 4. 186. This naturally leads us to conjecture that the letter it- 
felf, together with the inclofed proteftation, were intercepted before 
they came to the hands of Huntly and Argyll. Nor is this mere 
conjecture alone. ‘The letter to Huntly, in which the proteftation 
was inclofed, is to be found. Cott: Lib. Cal. C. 1. fol. 280, and is 
an original fubfcribed by Mary, though not written with ber own 
hand, becaufe fhe feldom chofe to write in the Englith language. 
The proteftation is in the fame Volume, fol. 282; and is manife(tly 
written by the fame perfon who wrote the Queen’s letter. ‘This is 
a clear proof: that beth were intercepted. So that nruch has been 
. founded on a paper not fubfcribed by the two Earls, and probably 
never feen by them. Befides, this method which the Queen took of 
fending acopy, to the two Earls, of what was proper for them to 
declare with regard to a conference’held in their own prefence, aps 
pears fomewhat fufpicious. It would have been miore natural, and 
not fo liable to any mifinterpretation, to have defired them to 
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write the moft exact account, which they could recollect of what 
had paffed in the converfation at Craigmillar. 


THE Queen’s commiffioners at the Conferences in England accufed 
Murray and his affociates of having murdered the King. Good. 2. 
281. But thefe accufations are nothing more than loofe and general 
affirmations, without defcending to fuch particular citcumftances, 
as either afcertain their truth, or difcover their falfehood. The 
{ame accufation is repeated by the nobles affembled at Dumbarton 
Sept. 1568. Good. 2. 359. d the fame obfervation may be made 
concerning it: | 


ALL the Queen’s advocates have endeavoured to account for Mur- 
ray’s murdering of the King, by fuppofing that it was done on pur- 
pofe, that he might have a pretence of difturbing the Queen’s adminif- . 
tration, and thereby rendering ineffectual her general Revocation of 
Crown lands, which would have deprived him and his affociates of 
the beft part of their eftates. Lefley Def. of Mary’s Hon. p. 73. 
But whoever confiders the limited powers of a Scotch Monarch, will 
fee that fuch a revocation could not be very formidable to the no- 
bles. Every King of Scotland began his reign with fuch a revoe- 
cation ; and as often as it was renewed, the power of the nobles 
rendered it ineffectual. The beft vindication of Murray and his 
party from this accufation is that which they prefented to the Queen 
of England, and which hath never hitherto been publifhed. - 


Anfwers to the objections and alledgance of the Qyeen, alledging the 
Earl of Murray Lord Regent, the Earl of Morton, Marr, Glen- 
cairn, Hume, Ruthven, &c. to have been moved to armour, for that 
they abborred and might not abide ber revocation of the alienation 
made of ber property. - 


Ir is anfwered, that is alledged but all appearance, and it appears 
God has bereft, the alledgance of all wit and good remembrance, 
for thir reafons following. 
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IMpRIMIs, as to my Lord Regent, he never had occafion to grudge . 
thereat, in refpect the Queen made him privy to the fame, and took 
refolution with him for the execution thereof, letting his Lordthip 
know fhe would affuredly in the famine except all things fhe had 
given to him, and ratefy them in the next parliament, as fhe did 
indeed; and for that caufe wifhed my Lord to leave behind him 
Mafter John Wood, to attend upon the fame, to whom fhe de- 
clared, that als well in that as in all others her grants it fhould be 
provided, yea of free will did promife and offer before ever he de- 
manded, as it came to pafs without any let or impediment, for 
all was ratified by her command, and hand-write, at the Parlia- 


ment, but any difficulty. 


ITEM as to my Lord of Morton, he could not grudge thereat 
quha never had of her property worth twenty dollars that ever ] 


knew of. 


Item the fame, may I fay of my Lord Glencairn, 
Item the fame, I may fay of my Lord Hume. 
Item the fame, I may fay of my Lord Ruthven. 
Item the fame, Imay fay of my Lord Lindfay. 


Onty my Lord of Marr, had ane little thing of the property quilk 
alfua was gladly and liberally confirmed to him, in the faid parliament 
preceeding a year; was never ane had any caufe of mifcontent of . 
that revocation, far lefs to have put their lives and heritage to fo open 
and manifeft ane danger as they did for fic ane frivole caufe. 


Gyr ever any did make evill countenance, and fhow any mif- 
contentment of the faid revocation, it was my Lord of Argyll in 
fpeciall, quha fpak largely in the time of Parliament theiranents to 
the Queen herfelf, and did complain of the manifeft corruption of 
ane act of Parliament paft upon her Majefty’s return, and fa did 
lett any revocation at that time; but the armor for revenge of the 
King’s deid was not till twa months after, att quhat time there was 
no occafion given thereof, nor never a man had mind thereof. 
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'Havine thus examined the evidence which has been produced 
againft the Earls of Murray and Bothwell; we fhall next proceed 
to enquire whether the Queen herfelf was acceflory to the murder 


of her hufband. 


No fooner was the violent death of Darnly known, than {trong 
fufpicions arofe, among fome of her fubjects, that Mary had given 
her confent to the commifiion of thatcrime. And. 2.156. We 
are informed, by her own ambaflador in France, the Archbifhop of 
Glafgow, that the {entiments of foreigners, on this head, were no 
lefs unfavourable toher. Keith. Pref. ix. Many of her nobles loudly 


-accufed her of that crime, and a great part of the nation, by fupport-. 


ing them, feem to have allowed the accufation to be well founded. 


SoME crimes, however, are of fuch a nature that they fcarce ad- 


- mitof a pofitive or direct proof. Deeds of darknefs can feldom be 


brought perfectly to light.. Where perfons are accufed not of being 
Principals, but only of being Acceffaries to a crime; not of having 
committed it themfelves, but only of giving confent to thecom- 
miffion of it by others; the proof becomes ftill more difficult : and 
unlefs when fome accomplice betrays the fecret, a proof by circum= 
{tances, or prefumptive evidence, is all that can be attained. Even 
in judicial trials, fuch evidence is fometimes held to be fufficient for 
condemning criminals, The degree of conviction which fuch evi- 
dence carries along with it, is often not inferior to that which 
arifes from pofitive teftimony; and a concurring feries of circume 
{tances fatisfies the underftanding no lefs than the exprefs declaration 
of witnefles. 


' Evipence of both thefe kinds has been produced againft Mary. 
We fhall firft confider that which is founded. upon circumftances. | 
alone. 


SoME of thefe fufpicious circumftances preceded the King’s death ; 
others were fubfequent to it. With regard to the former, we may 
obferve that the Queen’s violent love of Darnly was foon converted 
into an averfion to him no lefs violent ; and that his own ill conduét, 
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and excefles of every kind were fuch, that if they did not juftify, 
at leaft they account for this fudden change of her difpofition to-_ 
wards him. The rife and progrefs of this domeftic rupture, I 
have traced with great care in the hiftory, and to the proofs of it 
which may be found in papers publifhed by other authors, I have 
added thofe contained in App. N° XVI.and XVIJ. The Earls of 
Murray, Morton, Bothwell, Argyll and Huntly confidered the 
{cheme of procuring for the Queen a divorce from her hufband, 
as one of the moft flattering propofals they could make to her, and 
employed it as the moft powerful inducement to prevail on her to 
confent to a meafure, which they had much at heart, but from which 
they knew her to be extremely averfe. And. 4. p. 2. 188. Du 
Croc the French: ambaffador, who was an eye witnefs of what he 
defcribes, not only reprefents her difguft at Darnly to be extreme, 
but declares that there could be no hopes of a reconcilement between — 
them. ‘* The Queen is inthe hands of phyficians, and I do affure December 12. 
you isnot at all well; and do believe the principal part of her dif. 15 
eafe to confift in deep grief and forrow; nor does it feem poffible 
to make her forget the fame. Still fhe repeats thefe words, J could 
wifh to be dead. . You know very well that the injury the has re- 
. ceived is exceeding great, and her Majefty will never forget it—_— 
To {peak my mind freely to you, I donot expect, upon feveral ac- 
counts, any good underftanding between them [ i. e. the King and 
Queen] unlefs God effectually put to his hand. His bad de- Decem. 23. 
portment is incurable, nor can there ever be any good expected 
from him for feveral reafons, which I might tell you was I prefent 
with you. I cannot pretend to foretel how all may turn, but I 
will fay, that matters cannot fubfift long as they are, without being 
accompanied with fundry bad confequences.” Keith, Pref. vii. 
Had Henry died a natural death, atthis juncture, it muft have been 
confidered as a very fortunate event to the Queen, and as a feafon- 
able deliverance from a hufband who had become altogether odious 
to her. Now as Henry was murdered a few weeks after- 
wards, and as nothing had happened to render the Queen’s aver- 
fion to him lefs violent, the opinion of thofe who confider Mary as 
the author of an event, which was manifeftly fo agreeable to her, 
will appear perhaps to fome of our readers to be neither unnatural 
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nor over refined. If weadd to this, what has been obferved in the 
hiftory, that in proportion to the increafe of Mary’s hatred of her 
hufband, Bothwell made progrefs in her favour; and that he be- 
came the object not only of her confidence but of her attachment, 
that opinion acquires new ftrength. It is eafy to obferve many ad- 
vantages which might redound to Mary as well as to Bothwell from 
the King’s death; but excepting them, no perfon, and no party in 
the kingdom could derive the leaft benefit from that event. Both- 
well, accordingly, murdered the King, and it was, in that age, 
thought no violent imputation on Mary’s character, ta fuppofe that 
fhe had confented to the deed. : 


Tue fteps which the Queen took after her hufband’s death add 
ftrength to that fuppofition. 1. Melvil, who was in Edinburgh, 
at the time of the King’s death, afferts that ‘ every body fufpected 
the Earl of Bothwell; and thofe who durft {peak freely to others, 
faid plainly that it was He.” p.155. 2. Mary having iffued a 
proclamation, on the 12th of February, offering a reward to any 
perfon, who fhould difcover thofe who had murdered her hufband ; 
And. 1. 36. a paper in anfwer to this was affixed to the gates of 
the Tolbooth, February 16, in which Bothwell was named as the 
chief perfon guilty of that crime, and the Queen herfelf was ac- 
cufed of having given her confent toit. And.2. 156. 3. Soon 
after, February 20, the Earl of Lennox, the King’s father, wrote 
to Mary, conjuring her, by every motive, to profecute the mur- 
derers with the utmoft rigour. He plamly declared his own fuf- 
picions of Bothwell, and pointed out a method of proceeding againft 
him, and for difcovering the other authors of the crime, no lefs 
obvious than equitable. He advifed her to feize, and to commit to 
fure cuftody Bothwell himfelf, and thofe who were already named 
as his accomplices; to call an Affembly of the nobles; to iffue a 
proclamation, inviting Bothwell’s accufers to appear ; and if, on that 
encouragement, no perfon appeared to accufe them, tohold them 
as innocent, and to difmifs them without farther trial. And. 1. 40. 
4. Archbithop Beatoun, her ambaffador in France, in a letter to 
Mary, March oth, employs arguments of the utmoft weight to 


perfuade her to profecute the murderers with the greateft feverity, 
a a “* Ican 
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« T can conclude nathing, (fays he) by quhat zour Majefty writes . 


to me zourfelf, that fen it has plefit God to conferve zow to take 
a rigorous vengeance therof, that rather than it be not actually taine, 
it appears to me better in this warld that ze had loft life and all. I 
afk your Majeftie pardon that I writ fa far, for I can heir nathing 
to zour prejudife, but I maz conftraindly writ the famin, that all may 
come to zour knawlege; for the better remede may be put therto, 
Heir it is needfull that ze forth fhaw now rather than ever of be- 
fore, the greite vertue, magnanimitie, and conftance that God 
has grantit zow, be quhais grace, 1 hope ze fall overcome this moft. 
heavie envie and difplefir of the committing therof, and conferve 
that reputatioun in all godlinefs, ze have conquift of lang, quhich 


can appear na wayis mair clearlie, than that zow do /ck juftice that: _ 


the 4az/] warld may declare zowr innocence, and give teftimony 
forever of thair treafon that has committed (dut fear of God or 
man) fo cruel and ungodlie a murther, quhairof there is fa mezk/e 
ill fpoken, that 1 am conftrainit to afk zow mercy, that neither 
can I or will I make the rehearfal therof, which is owr odious. 
But alas! Madame, all over Europe this day there is na purpofe in 
head fa frequent as of zour Majeftie, and of the prefent ftate of 
zour realm, quhilk is in the moft part interpretit finifterly.” Keith, 
Pref. ix. 5. Elizabeth, as appears from Append. Vol. I. No. XIX. 
urged the fame thing in ftrong terms. 6. The circumftances of the 
cafe itfelf, no lefs than thefe folicitations and remonftrances, called 
for the utmoft vigour in her proceedings. Her hufband had been, 
murdered in a cruel manner, almoft in her own prefence. Her 
fabjects were filled with the utmoft horror at that crime: Both- 
well, one of her principal favourites, had been publickly accufed as 
the author of it. Reflections, extremely difhonourable to herfelf, 
had been thrown out. If indignation, and the love of juftice, did 
not prompt her to purfue the murderers with ardour, decency, at 
leaft, and concern for vindicating her own character, fhould have 
induced her to avoid any appearance of remifnefs or want of. 


zeal. 
But inftead of this, Mary continued to difcover, in all her ac- 


tions, the utmoft partiality towards Bothwell. 1. Onthe 15th of 
—_— | ._ February, 
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February, five days after the murder, fhe beftowed on him the re- 
verfion of the fuperiority of the town of Leith, which in the year 
1565 fhe had mortgaged to the citizens of Edinburgh. This grant 
was of much importance, as it gave him not only the command 
of the principal port in the kingdom, but a great afcendant over 
the citizens of Edinburgh, who were extremely defirous of keep- 


ing pofieffion of it*. 2. Bothwell being extremely defirous to 


* Copy from the original in the Charter-houfe of the city of Edinburgh of an Affignas 


tion to the reverfin of the fuperiority of Leith by Queen Mary tothe Earl of Bothwell. 


Maria Dei gratia Regina Scotorum, omnibus probis hominibus fuis ad quos 
prefentes liter pervenerint falutem. Sciatis, quod nos ad memoriam reducentes mul- 
tiplex bonum verum et fidele fervitium, non tantum quondam noftre chariffime 
miitri Maria Regine regni noftri pro tempore in noftra minoritate faétum et impen- 
fum, verum etiam nobilmet ipfis; tam intra partes Galliz quam intra hoc noftrum 
rernum, ad extentionem noflri honoris et auctoritatis in punitione furum, malefac- 
torum, et tranfgrefforum infra idem, per noftrum confifum confanguineum et confilia- 
rium Jacobum comitem Bothuile, dominum Halis, Creighton et Liddifdale, mag- 
num admirallum regni noftri, commiffionem et onerationem ad hunc effectum ha- 
bentem, per quas ipfe fuum corpus et vitam in magno periculo pofuit; ac etiam, ir 
performatione et extentione noftri dicti fervitii, fuam hereditatem, fupra fummam 
viginti millium mercarum hujus noftri regni, alienavit ac lefit. Et nos cogitantes 
quod, ex noftra principali honore et devoria, di¢tum noftrum confifum confanguineum 
& confiliarium cum quodam accidente et gratitudine recompenfare et gratificare in- 


-cumbit que noscommode fibi concedere poterimus, unde ipfe magis habilis omnibus 


affuturis temporibus effe poterit, et ad hujufmodi performandum in omnibus caufis 
feu cventibus : In recompenfationem quorum prziniflorum, ac pro diverfis aliis noftris 
rationabilibus caufis et confiderationibus nos moventibus, Fecimus, &c, di€tum Jaco- 


-bum comitem Bothuile, &c. ac fuos haredes mafculos quofcunque noftros legitti- 
-mos, &c. affignatos in et ad literas reverfionis factas, &c. per Symonem Prefton de 


eodem militem, prepofitum, balivos, confules, et communitatem hujus noftri 
burgi de Edinburgh, pro feipfis ac fuis fuccefforibus, &c. nobis, noftrifque here- 
dibus,, fuccefforibus, et affignatis pro redemptione &c. fuperioritatis totius ville de 
Leith &c. impichorate per nos dictis prepofito &c. fub reverfione alienate continentis 
fummam decem millium mercarum monete prefcriptee numerandam et calculandam 
in parochiali ecclefia de Edinburgh, fuper premonitione quadriginta dierum, ut moris 
eft, veluti in dictis reverfionis literis &c. de data tvo Octob. 1565, &c. (The reft is 
form, and contains a Claufe of abfolute warrandice.) IN cuJus REI TESTIMONIUM 
prefentibus magnum figillum noftrum apponi fecimus. Apud Edinburgh, decimo 
quinto die menfis Februarii, anno Domini millefimo quingentefimo fexagefimo fexto, 
ct regni noftri vicefimo quinto. 
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ebtain the command of the caftle‘of Edinburgh, the Queen, in 
order to prevail on the Earl of Mar to furrender the government 
of it, offered to commit the young prince to his cuftody. Mar 
confented; and fhe inftantly appoint:d Bothwell governor of the 
caftle. And. 1. Pref. 64. Keith, 379. 3. The inquiry into the 
murder, previous to Bothwell’s trial, feems to have been conducted 
with the utmoft remifnefs. Buchanan exclaims loudly againft this. 
And, 2. 24. Nor was it without reafon that he did fo, as is evi- 
dent from a circumftance in the affidavit of Thomas Nelfon, 
one of the King’s fervants, who was in the houfe when his matter 
was murdered, and was dug up alive out of the rubbifh. Being 
examined on the Monday after the King’s death, “* ‘This deponar 
{chew that Bonkle had the key of the fellare, and the Queenis 
 fervandis the keyis of her fhalmir. Quhilk the Laird of Tillibar- 
din hearing, faid, Hald thair, here is ane ground. Efter quhilk 
words fpokin, thai left of, and procedit na farther in the inquifi- 
tion.” And. 4.P.2. 167, Had there been any intention to fearch 
into the bottom of the matter, a circumftance of fo much im- 
portance merited the moft careful enquiry. 4. Notwithftanding 
Lennox’s repeated follicitations, notwithftanding the reafonablenets 
of his demands, and the neceffity of complying with them, in 
order to encourage any accufer to appear again{t Bothwell, fhe not 
only refufed to commit him to cuftody, or even to remove him 
from her prefence and councils; And. 1.42, 48. but by the grants 
which we have mentioned, and by other circuinftances, difcovered 
an increafe of attachment to him. 5. She could not avoid bringing 
Bothwell to a publick trial; but fhe permitted him to fit asa mem- 
ber in that meeting of the Privy Council, which directed his own 
trial; and the trial itfelf was carried on with fuch unneceffary 
precipitancy, and with fo many other fufpicious circumftances, as 
render his acquittal rather an argument of his guilt than a proof 
of his innocence. Thefe circumitances have all been mentioned’ 
at length, Vol. 3. p. 344, &c. and therefore are not repeated in this 
place. 6, Two days after the trial, Mary gave a public proof of 
her regard for Bothwell, by appointing him to carry the fceptre 
before her at the meeting of Parliament. Keith, 378, 7. In that 


4. par-. 


15 


16 


DISSERTATION ON 


parliament, fhe granted him a ratification of all the vaft poffeffions 
and honours, which fhe had conferred upon him, in which was 
contained an ample enumeration of all the fervices he had performed. 
And.1. 117. 8. Though Melvil, who forefaw that her attach- 
tnent to Bothwell would at length induce her to marry him, warned 
her of the infamy and danger which would attend that a¢tion, 
fhe not only difregarded this falutary admonition, but difcovered 
what had paffed between them to Bothwell, which expofed Mel- 
vil to his indignation, Melv. 156. 9g. Bothwell feized Mary 
as fhe returned from Stirling, April24. If he had. done this, 
without her knowledge and confent, fuch an infult could not have 
failed to have filled her with the moft violent indignation. But ace 
cording to the account of an old M.S. ‘* The friendly love was 
fo highly contracted between this great princefs, and her enormous 
fubject, that there was no end thereof (for it was conftantly efteem- 
ed by all men that either of them loved other carnally) fo that the 
‘fuffered patiently to be led where the lover lift, and all the way 
neither made obftacle, impediment, clamour or refiftance, as in 
fuch accidents ufe to be, or that fhe might have done by her prince- 
ly authority, being accompanied with the noble Earl of Huntly, 
and fecretary Maitland of Lethington.” Keith, 383. Melvil, 
who was prefent, confirms this account, and tells us that the 
officer, by whom he was feized, informed him that nothing was 
done without the Queen’s confent. Melv. 158. 10. Onthe 12th 


of May, a few days before her marriage, Mary declared that the 


was then at fullliberty, and that though Bothwell had offended her 
by feizing her perfon, fhe was fo much fatisfied with his dutiful 
behaviour fince that time, and fo indebted to him for paft fervices, 
that fhe not only forgave that offence, ‘but-refolved to promote him 
‘to higher honours. And. 1: 187. 13. Even after the confederate 
nobles had driven Bothwell from the Queen’s prefence, and though 
fhe faw that he was confidered as the murderer of her former 
hufband by fo great part of her fubjects, her affection did not in the 
Jeaft abate, and fhe .continued to exprefs the moft unalterable at- 
tachment to him. “I can perceive (fays Sir N. Throgmorton) 
that the rigour with which the Queen is kept, proceedeth by order 

from 
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from thefe men, becaufe that the Queen will not, by any means, 
be induced to lend her authority to profecute the murther; nor 
will not confent by any perfuafion to abandon the Lord Bothwell 
for her hufband, but avoweth conftantly that fhe will live and die 
with him; and faith that if it were put to her chaice to relinquifh 
her crown and kingdom, or the Lord Bothwell, the would leave 
her kingdom and dignity to go a fimple damfel with him, and that 
fie will never confent that he fhall fare worfe, or have more harm 
than herfelf. App. p. 42. See alfo p. 44. From this long enu- 
meration of circumftances, we may, without violence, draw the 
following conclufion. Had Mary really been acceffary to the mur- 
ther of her hufband; had Bothwell perpetrated the crime with her 
confent, or at her command ; and had fhe intended to flifle the evi- 
dence againft him, and to prevent the difcovery of his guilt, the 
could fcarce have taken any other fteps than thofe fhe took, .nor 
could her conduct have been more repugnant to all the maxims of 
prudence and of decency. 


THE pofitive evidence produced againft Mary may be claffed 
under two heads. . 


1, THE depofitions of fome perfons who were employed in com- 
mitting the murder, particularly of Nicholas Hubert, who in the 
writings of that age is called French Paris. This perfon, who was 
Bothwell’s fervant, and much trufted by him, was twice examined, 
and the original of one of his depofitions, and acopy of the other, 
are ftill extant. It is pretended, that both thefe are notorious for- 
geries. But they are remarkable for a fimplicity and naiveté which 
it is almoft umpoffible to imitate ; they abound with a num- 
ber of minute facts and particularities, which the moft dextrous 
forger could not have eafily affembled, and connected together 
with any appearance of probability ; and they are filled with cir- 
cumftances, which can fcarce be fuppofed to have entered the ima- 
gination of any man, but one of Paris’s profeffion and character. 
But, at the fame time, it muft be acknowledged that his depofitions 
contain fome improbable circumftances. He feems to have been 
a foolifh talkative fellow; the fear of death; the violence of tor- 
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ture ; andthe defire of pleafing thofein whofe power he was, tempt- 
ed him, perhaps, to feign fome circumftances, and to exaggerate o- 
thers. To fay that fome circumftances in an affidavit are improbable 
or falfe, is very different from faying that the whole is forged. I fuf- 
pect the former to be the cafe here, but I fee no appearance of the lat- 
ter. Be that as it will, fome of the moft material facts in Paris’s 
aflidavits re{t upon his fingle teftimony; and for that reafon, I have 
not in the Hiftory, nor fhall I in this place, lay any ftrefs upon them. 


2. Tue letters faid tobe written by Mary to Bothwell. Thefe 
have been frequently publifhed. The accident, by which the 
Queen’s enemies got them into their poffeffion, is related Vol. I. 
371. When the authenticity of any ancient paper is dubious or 
contefted, it may be afcertained either by external or internal evi- 
dence. Both thefe have been produced in the prefent cafe. 


1, ExTERNAL proofs of the genuinenefs of Mary’s letters... 
Murray and the nobles who adhered to him affirm, upon their 
word and honour, that the letters were written with the Queen’s 
own hand, with which they were well acquainted. Good. 2. 
64, 92. 2. The letters were publickly produced in the parliament 
of Scotland, December 1567, Good. 2. 360; and were fo far 
confidered as genuine, that they are mentioned, in the act againft 
Mary, as one chief argument of her guilt. Good. 2.66. 3. 
They were fhewn privately to the Duke of Norfolk, the Earl of 
Suffex, and Sir Ralph Sadler, Elizabeth’s commiffioners at York. In 
the account which they give of this matter to their Miftrefs, they 
feem to confider the letters as genuine, and exprefs no fufpicion 
of any forgery; they particularly obferve, ‘* that the matter con- 
tained in them 1s fuch, that it could hardly be invented and 
devifed by any other than herfelf; for that they difcourfe of 
fome things, which were unknown to any other than to herfelf 
and Bothwell ; and as itis hard to counterfeit fo many, fo the mat- 
ter of them, and the manner how thefe men came by them is fuch, 
as it feemeth that God, in whofe fight murder and bloodhhed of the 
innocent is abominable, would not permit the fame to be hid or 
concealed.” Good. 2.142. They feem to have made fuch an 
impreffion on the Duke of Norfolk, that in a fubfequent letter to 
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Pembroke, Leicefter and Cecil, he has thefe words, «* If the mat- 
ter fhall be thought as deteftable and manifeft to you, as for ought 
we can perceive it feemeth hereto us.” Good. 2. 154. 4. After 
the conferences at York and Weftminfter were finifhed, Elizabeth 
refolved to call together the Earls who were then at court, and to 


lay before them the whole proceedings againft the Scotch Queen, — 


particularly that ‘* the letters and writings exhibited by the Regent, 
as the Queen of Scots letters and writings, fhould alfo be fhew- 
ed, and conference [ i.e. comparifon] thereof made in their fight, 
with the letters of the faid Queen’s being extant, and heretofore 
written with her own hand, and fent to the Queen’s Majefty ; 
whereby may be fearched and examined what difference is betwixt 
them.” Good. 2.252. They aflembled, accordingly, at Hampton 
Court, December 14 and 15, 1568; and “ The originals of the let- 
ters {uppofed to be written with the Queen of Scots own hand, were 
then alfo prefently produced and perufed; and being read, were 
duly conferred and compared, for the manner of writing, and 
fafhion of orthography, with fundry other letters long fince here- 
tofore written, and fent by the faid Queen of Scots to the Queen’s 
Majetty. In collation whereof no difference was found.” Good. 
2. 256. 5§. Mary having written an apologetical letter for her con- 
duct tothe Countefs of Lennox, July 10, 1570*, fhe tranfmitted 
it to her hufband then in Scotland ; and he returned to the Countefs 
the following anfwer : “« Seeing you have remittit to me, to anfwer 
the Queen the King’s mother’s letters fent to you, what can I fay 

: but 
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* Mary’s letter has never been publifhed, and ought to havea place here, where 
evidence on all fides is fairly produced. *‘ Madam, if the wrang and falfe reportis 
of rebellis, inemeis weill knawin for traitouris to zow, and alaceto muche trufted 
of me by zoure advice, had not fo far fturred you aganis my inrocency, (and I 
muft fay aganis all kyndnefs, that zow have not onelie as it were condempnit me 
wrangtullie, bot fo hated me, as fome wordis and opene deideis hes teftifeit to all the 
warlde, a manyfeft miflyking in zow aganis zowr awn blude) I wold not have omit- 
tit thus lang my dewtie in wryting to zow excufing me of thofe untrew reportis 
made of me. Bot hoping with Godis grace and tyme to have my innocency knawia 
to zow, as I truft it is already to the maift pairt of all indifferent perfonis, I thocht 
it beft not to trouble zow for a tyme till that fuch a matter is moved that tuichis 
us bayth, quhilk is the tranfporting zoure littil fone, and my oneiie child in this 
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but that I do not. marvell to fee hir writ the beft fhe can for hirfelf, « - 


to feame to purge hir of that, quhairof many befyde me are certainly 


perfuadit of the contrary, and I not only affurit by my awin knaw- 


ledge, but by her handwritt, the confeflionis of men gone to the 
death, and uther infallibil experience. It wull be lang tyme that 
is hable to put a mattir fo notorious in oblivioun, to mak black 
quhyte, or innocency to appear quhair the contrary ts fa weill knawin. ° 
The maift indifferent, 1 truft, doubtis not of the equitieof zoure 
and my caufe, and of the juft occafioun of our miflykyng. Hir 
richt dcewtie to zow and me, being the parteis intereft, were hir trew 
confeffioun and unfeyned repentance of that lamentable fact, odious 
for hir to be reportit, and forrowfull for us to think of. God is juft, and 
will not in the end be abufed ; but as he has manifefted the trewth, 
fo will he puneife the iniquity.” Lennox’s Orig. Regi/t. of Letters. 
In their publick papers, the Queen’s enemies may be fufpected of 
advancing what would be moft iubfervient to their caufe ; not what 
was agrecable to truth, or what flowed fiom their own inward con- 
viction. But ina private letter to his own wife, Lennox had no 
occafion to diflemble ; and it is plain, that he not only thought the 
Queen guilty, but believed the authenticity of her letters to Both- 
well. | 


2. Witu regard to the internal proofs of the genuinenefs of the 
Queen’s letters to Bothwell, we may obferve, 1. That whenever a 


cuntrey. Tothe quhilk albeit I be never fa willing, I wald be glaid to have zoure 
advyfe thercin, as in all uther thingis tuiching him. I have born him, and God knawis 
with quhat daunger to him and me boith; and of zow he is difcendit. SoI meane 
not to forzet my dewtie to zow, in fchewin herein any unkyndnefs to zow, how 
unkyndlic that ever ze have delt with me, bot will love zow as my awnt, and refpect 
zow asmy moyerin law. And gif ye ples to knaw farther of my mynde in that and 
all uther thingis betwixt us, my ambaffador the Bithop of Rofs fall be ready to con- 
fer with zow. And fo after my hairtlie commendationis, remitting me to my faide am- 
baffador, and zour better confideratioun, I commit zow to the protectioun of Al- 
mvghty God, quhom I pray to preferve zow and my brother Charles, and caus zow 
to knaw my pairt better nor ze do. - From Chatifworth this x of July 1570. 


To my Ladic Lennox Youre natural gude Nice 
yay moder in law, and lovyng dochter. 
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paper is forged with a particular intention, the eagernefS of the 
forger to eftablifh the point in view, his folicitude to cut off all 
doubts and cavils, and to avoid any appearance of uncertainty, al- 
ways prompt him to ufe expreffions the moft explicit and full to his 
purpofe. The paflages foifted into ancient authors by Heretics 
in different ages; the legendary miracles of the Romifh faints ; the 
fuppofititious deeds in their own favour produced by monatterics; 
the falfe charters of homage mentioned Vol. I. p.11. are fo many 
proofs of this affertion. -No maxim feems to be more certain than 
this, that a forger Is often apt to prove too much, but fcldom falls 
into the error of proving too little. The point which the Queen's 
enemies had to eftablifh, was ‘* that as the Earl of Bothwell was 
chief executor of the horrible andunworthy murther perpetrated, &c. 
fo was fhe of the foreknowledge, counfel, device, perfuader, and 
commander of the faid murder to be done.” Good. 2.207. But 
of this there are only imperfect hints, obfcure intimations, and 
dark expreffions in the letters, which however convincing evidence 
they might furnifh if found in real letters, bear no refemblance to 
that glare and fuperfluity of evidence which forgeries commonly 
contain. All the advocates for Mary’s innocence in her own age, 
contend that there is nothing in the letters which can ferve asa proof 
of her guilt, Lefley, Blackwood, Turner, &c. abound with paflages 
to this purpofe; nor are the fentiments of thofe in the prefent age 
different. ‘* Yet ftill it might have been expected (fays her lateft 
defender) that fome one or other of the points or articles of the 
accufation fhould be made out clearly by the proof. But nothing 
of that is to be feen in the prefent cafe. There is nothing in the 
letters, that could plainly fhew the writer to have been in the fore- 
knowledge, counfel, or device of any murder, far lefs to have 
perfuaded or commanded it; andas little is there about maintaining 
or juftifying any murderers.” Good. 1.75. How ill advifed were 
Mary’s adverfaries to contrat fo much guilt, and to practife fo many 
artifices in order to forge letters, which are fo ill contrived for efta- 
blifhing the conclafion they had in view? Had they been fo bafe 
as to have recourfe to forgery, is it not natural to think that they 
would have produced fomething more explicit and decilive? 2. As 
it is alrnoft impofiible to invent a long narration confifting of many 
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circumftances, and to conneé& it in fuch a manner with real fa¢ts, 
that no mark of fraud fhall appear; for this reafon fkilful forgers 
avoid any long detail of circumftances, efpecially of foreign and 
fuperfluous ones, well knowing that the more thefe are multiplied, 
the more are the chances of detection ‘increafed. Now Mary's 
letters, efpecially the firft, are filled with a multiplicity of circum- 
{tances, extremely natural in a real correfpondence, but altogether - 
foreign to the purpofe of the Queen’s enemies, and which it would 
have been perfect folly to have inferted 1f they had been altogether 
imaginary, and without foundation. 3. The truth and reality of feveral . 
circumflances in the letters, and thefe, too, of no very publick nature, 
are confirmed by undoubted collateral evidence. Lett. 1. Good. 
2.p. 1. The Queen is faid to have met one of Lennox’s gentlemen, 
and to have fome converfation with him. Thomas Crawford, who 
was the perfon, appeared before Elizabeth’s commiffioners, and 
confirmed, upon oath, the truth of thiscircumftance. He likewife 
declared, that during the Queen’s ftay at Glafgow, the King re- 
peated to him, every night, whatever had paffed, through the day, 
between her Majefty and him, and that the account given of thetfe 
converfations in the firft letter, is nearly the fame with what the 
King communicated to him. Good. 2. 245. According to the 


fame letter there was much difcourfe between the King and Queen 


concerning Mynto, Hiegait, and Walcar. Good, 2. 8, 10, 11. 
What this might be, was altogether unknown till a letter of Mary’s 
preferved in the Scotch College at Paris, and publifhed, Keith, 
Pref. vil. difcovered it to be an affair of fo much importance as me-_ 
rited all the attention fhe paid to it at thattime, It appears by a 
letter from the French ambaffador, that Mary was fubject to a vio- 
lent pain in her fide. Keith, ibid. This circumftance is mentioned, 
Lett. 1. p. 30. ina manner fo natural as can fcarce belong to any 
but a genuine production. 4. If we fhall ftill think it probable to 
{uppofe that fo many real circumftances were artfully introduced into 
the letters by the forgers, in order to give an air of authenticity to 
their production ; it will fcarce be poffible to hold the fame opinion 
concerning the following particular. Before the Queen began her 
firft letter to Bothwell, fhe, as is ufual among thofe who write long 
letters concerning a variety of fubjects, made motes or memorandums 
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of the particulars fhe wifhed to remember ; but as fhe fate up writ- 
ing during a great part of the night, and after her attendants were 
afleep, her paper failed her, and fhe continued her letter upon the 
fame fheet, on which fhe had formerly made her memorandums. 
This the herfelf takes notice of, and makes an apology for it: * It 
is late; I defire never to ceafe from writing unto you, yet now after 
‘the kifling of your hands, 1 will end my letter. Excufe my evil 


writing, and read it twice over. Excufe that thing that is feriblit, far 


Thad na paper zefterday, quhen I wrait that of the memorial. Good. 


2.23. Thefe memorandums ftill appear in the midd!e of the letter ; 
and what we have faid feems naturally to account for the manner how 
they might find their way into a real letter. It is {carce to be fuppo’ed 
however that any forger would think of placing memorandums in the 
middle of a letter, where, at firft fight, they make fo abfurd and 
fo unnatural an appearance. Butif any fhall ftill carry their refine- 
ment fo far, as to fuppofe that the forgers were fo artful as to throw 
in this circumftance, in order to preferve the appearance of genuine- 
nefs, they mult at leaft allow that the Queen’s enemies, who em- 
ployed thefe forgers, could not be ignorant of the defign and mean- 
ing of thefe fhort notes and memorandums; but we find them 
miftaking them fo far as to imagine that they were the credit of the 
bearer, 1. points concerning which the Queen had given him 
verbal inftructions. Good. 2.152. This they cannot poffibly be ; 
for the Queen herfelf writes with fo much exactnefs concerning the 
different points in the memorandums, that there was no need of 
giving any credit or inftructions to the bearer concerning them. 
‘The memorandums are indeed the contents of the letter. 5. Mary, 
mentioning her converfations with the King about the affair of 
Mynto, Hiegait, &c. fays, ‘ The morne[1.e, to-morrow] I will 
fpeik to him upon that point ;” and then adds, ‘* As to the reft of 
Willie Hiegait’s, he confeflitit; but it was the morne, [ i. e. the 
morning] ofter my cumming or he did it.” Good. 2. g. This ad- 
dition, which could not have been made till after the converfation 
happened, feems either to have been inferted by the Queen into 
the body of the letter, or, perhaps, fhe having written it on the 
margin, it was taken thence into the text. If we fuppofe the 
letter to be a real one, and written at different times, as it plainly 

bears, 
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bears, this circumftance appears to be very natural; but no reafon 
could have induced a forger to have ventured upon fuch an ana- 
chronifm, for which there was no neceffity. An addition, perfe@ly 
fimilar to this, made to a genuine paper, may be found, Good. 
Zs. 262: 


But, onthe other hand, Mary herfelf, and the advocates for 
her innocence have contended that thefe letters were forged by her 
cnemics, on purpofe to blaft her reputation, and tojuftify their own 
rebellion. It is not neceffary to take notice of the arguments, 
which were produced, in her own age, in fupport of this opinion ; 
the obfervations which we have already made, contain a full reply 
to them. An author, who has inquired into the affairs of that pe- 
riod with great induftry, and who has acquired much knowledge of 
them, has lately publifhed (as he affirms) a demonftration of the 
forgery of Mary’s letters. ‘This demonftration he founds upon e-- 
vidence both internal and external. With regard to the former he 
obferves that the French copy of the Queen’s letters is plainly a 
tranflation of Buchanan’s Latin copy; which Latin copy is only a 
tranflation of the Scotch copy ; and by confequence, the affertion of 
the Queen’s enemies, that fhe wrote them originally in French, is 
altogether groundlefs, and the whole letters are grofs forgeries. He 
accounts for this ftrange fucceffion of tranflations, by fuppofing 
that when the forgery was projected, no perfon could be found ca- 
pable of writing originally in the French language, letters which 
would pafs for the Queen’s ; for that reafon they were firft compofed 
in Scotch; but unluckily, the French interpreter, it would feem, 
did not underftand that language; and therefore Buchanan tranflated 
them into Latin, and from his Latin they were rendered into 
French. Good. 1.79, 80. 


Ir is fcarce necefiary to obferve that no proof whatever is pro- 
duced of any of thefe fuppofitions. The manners of the Scots, 
in that age, when almoft every man of rank {pent a part of his 
youth in France, and the intercourfe between the two nations was 
great, render it altogether improbable that fo many complicated 
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operations fhould be neceffary, in order to procure a few letters to 
be written in the French language. 


Bur without infifting farther on this, we may obferve that all 
this author’s premifes may be granted, and yet his conclufion will 
not follow, unlefs he likewife prove that the French letters, as we 
now have them, are a true copy of thofe which were produced by 
Murray and his party in the Scotch parliament, and at York and 
Weftminfter. But this he has not attempted ; and if we attend to 
the hiftory of the letters, fuch an attempt, it is obvious, muft 
have been unfuccefsful. The letters were firft publifhed at the end 
of Buchanan’s detection. The firft edition of this treatife was in 
Latin, in which language three of the Queen’s letters were fubjoined 
toit ; this Latin edition was printed A. D. 1571. Soon after a Scotch 
tranflation of it was publifhed, and at the end of it were printed 
likewife in Scotch, the three letters which had formesly appeared 
in Latin, and five other letters in Scotch, which were not in the 
Latin edition. Next appeared a French tranflation of the Deteétion, 
and of feven of the letters; this bears to have been printed at 
Edinburgh by Thomas Waltem 1572. The name of the place, as 
well as of the printer, is allowed by all parties to be a manifeft im- 
pofture. Our author, from obferving the day of the month, on 
which the printing is faid to have been finifhed, has afferted that 
this edition was printed at London; but no ftrefs can be laid upon 
a date found in a book, where every other circumttance with regard 
to the printing is allowed to be falfe. Blackwood, who (next to 
Lefley) was the beft informed of all Mary’s advocates in that age, 
affirms that the French editicn of the Detection was publifhed in 
France: ‘¢ Il [Buchanan] a depuis adjoufte a cefte declamation un 
petit libelle du pretendu mariage du Duc de Norfolk, et de la fagon 
de fon proces, et la tout envoyeé aux freres a la Rochelle, lefquels 
voyants qu'il pouvoit fervir a la caufe, l’ont traduit en Frangois, et 
iceluy fut imprimée a Edinbourg, c’eft a dire a la Rochelle, par 
Thomas Waltem, nom apofte et fait a plaifir. ‘Martyre de Marie. 
Jebb. 2. 256. Theauthor of the Innocence de Marie goes farther, 
and names the French tranflator of the Detection. Et iceluy pre- 
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mierement compofé (comme il femble) par George Buchanan Efcof- 
foys, et depuis traduit en langue Francoife par un Hugonot, Poi- 
tevin (advocat de vocation) Camuz, foy difant gentilhomme, et un 
de plus remarquez fediteax de France. Jebb. 1. 425, 443. The 
concurring teftimony of two cotemporary authors, whofe refidence 
in France afforded them fufficient means of information, muft 
outweigh a flight conjeture. This French tranflator does not pre- 
tend to publifh the original French letters as written by the Queen 
herfelf ; he exprefly declares that he tranflated them from the Latin. 
Good. 1.103. Had our author attended to all thefe circumftances, 
he might have faved himfelf the labour of fo many criticifms to 
prove that the prefent French copy of the letters is a tranflation 
from the Latin. The French editor himfelf acknowledges it, and 
fo far as I know no perfon ever denied 1t. 


We may obferve that the French tranflator was fo ignorant, as 
fo affirm that Mary had written thefe letters, partly in French, partly 
in Scotch. Good. 1. 103. Had this tranflation been publithed at 
London by Cecil, or had it been made by his direction, fo grofs an 
error would not have been admitted into it. Thiserror, however, 
was owing toan odd citcumftance. In the Scotch tranflation of the 
Detection, there was prefixed to each letter two or three fentences 
of the original French, which breaking off withan &c. the Scotch 
tranflation of the whole followed. This method of printing tranf- 
lations was not uncornmon in that age. The French editor ob- 
ferving this, foolifhly concluded that the letters had been written 
partly in French, partly in Scotch. 


Ir we carefully confider thefe few French fentences of each 
letter which {till remain, and apply to them that fpecies of criticifm, 
by which our author has examined the whole, a clear proof will 
atife, that there was a French copy not tranflated from the Latin, 
but which was itfelf the original from which both the Latin and 
Scotch have been tranflated. ‘This minute criticifm muft neceffarily 
be difagreeable to many readers, but luckily a few fentences only 
are to be examined, which willrender it extremely fhort. 


In 
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In the firft letter, the French fentence prefixed to it ends with 
thefe words, y faz/oit bon. It is plain that this expreffion veu ce gue 
peut un corps fan ceur is by no means a tranflation of cum plane 
perinde effem atque corpus fine corde. ‘The whole fentence has a {pirit 
and elegance in the French, which neither the Latin nor Scotch 
have retained. ‘Yufgues a la dinée is not a tranflation of sai shaped 
tempore; the Scotch tranflation gubile denner-time exprefles the 
fenfe of the French more properly; for anciently gub:le fignified 
untill as wellas during. ‘fe n'ay pas tenu grand propos is not juftly 
rendered neque contulerim fermonem cum quoquam ; the phrafe ufed in 
the French copy, is one peculiar to that language, and gives a more 
probable account of her behaviour, than the other. ‘Yugeant bien quit 
n'y faifoit bon, is not a tranflation of ut gui judicarent id non effe ex ufu. 
The French fentence prefixed to Lett. 2. ends with apprendre. It is 


evident that both the Latin and Scotch tranflations have omitted 
altogether thefe words, et toutefois je ne puis apprendre. ‘The French. 


fentence prefixed to Lett. 3. ends with pre/enter. Ff’ aye verlle plus tard 
la haut is plainly no tranflation of diutius illic morata fum; the 
fenfe of the French is better exprefled by the Scotch J have walkit 
later there-up. Again, Pour excufer voftre affaire is very different 
from ad excufandum noftra negotia. The five remaining letters never 
appeared in Latin; nor is there any proof of their being ever 
tranflated into that language. Four of them, however, are pub- 
lifhed in French, This entirely overturns our author’s hypothefis 
concerning the neceffity of a tranflation into Latin. 


In the Scotch edition of the Detection the whole /ennet is printed 
in French as well as in Scotch. It is not poffible to believe that 
this Scotch copy could be the original from which the French was 
tranflated. The French confifts of verfes which have both mea- 
fure and rhyme, and which, in many places, are far from being 
inelegant. The Scotch confifts of an equal number of lines, but 
without meafure or rhyme. Now no man could ever think of a 
thing fo abfurd and impracticable, as to require one to tranflatea 
certain given number of lines in profe, into an equal number of 
verfes, where both meafure and rhyme were to be obferved. The 
Scotch, on the contrary, appears manifeftly to be a tranflation of 
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the French; the phrafes, the idioms, and many of the wordsare 
French, and not Scotch. Befides, the Scotch tranflator has in fe- 
veral inftances miftaken the fenfe of the French, and in many more 
expreffes the fenfe imperfectly. Had the fonnet been forged, this 
could not have happened. The directors of the fraud would have 
underftood their own work. I fhall fatisfy myfelf with one example, 
in which there isa proofof both my affertions, Stanza vili. ver. g. 


Pour luy j’attendz toute bonne fortune, 
Pour luy je veux garder‘fanté et vie, 
Pour luy tout vertu de fuivre jay envie. 


For him J attend all gude fortune, 
For him I will conferve helthe and lyfe, 
For him I defire to enfue courage. 


Attend in the firft line is not a Scotch but a French phrafe; the 
two laft lines do not exprefs the fenfe of the French, and are ab- 
folute nonfenfe. 


Tue eighth letter was never tranflated into French. It contains 
much refined myfticifm about devices, a folly of that age, of which 
Mary was very fond, as appears from feveral other circumftances, 
particularly from a letter concerning imprefas by Drummond of 
Hawthornden. Hf Mary’s adverfaries forged her letters, they were 
certainly emp'oyed very idly when they produced this. 


From thefe obfervations it feems to be evident that there was a 
French copy of Mary’s letters, of which the Latin and Scotch were 
only tranflations. Nothing now remains of this copy but thofe 
few fentences which are prefixed to the Scotch tranflation. The 
French editor laid hold of thefe fentences, and tacked his own 
tranflation to them, which, fo far as it is his work, is a fervile and 
a very wretched tranflation of Buchanan’s Latin; whereas in thofe 
Introductory fentences, we have difcovered ftrong marks of their 


being originals, and certain proofs that they are not tranflated from 
the Latin. | | | 


Ir 
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Ir is apparent, too, from comparing the Latin and Scotch tranf- 
Jations with thefe fentences, that the Scotch tranflator has more 
perfectly attained the fenfe and {pirit of the French than the Latin. 
And as it appears that the letters were very early tranflated into 
Scotch, Good. 2. 76; it is probable that Buchanan made his 
tranflation not from the French but from this Scotch copy. Were 
it neceffary, feveral critical proofs of this might be produced. One 
that has been already mentioned feems decifive. Diutius illic mo- 
rata fum bears not the leaft refemblance to j’ay veille plus tard la 
. haut; butif, inftead of I walkit [i. e. watched] Ja:ter there-up, we 
fuppofe that Buchanan read I waitit, &c. this miftake, into which 
he might fo eafily have fallen, accounts for the error in his tranf- 
lation, | 


THESE criticifms, however minute, appear to be well found- 
ed. But whatever opinion may be formed concerning them, the 
other arguments with regard to the internal evidence remain in 
full force. 


THE external proof of the forgery of the Queen’s letters, which 
our author has produced, is extremely f{pecious, but not more folid 
than that which we have already examined. According to Mur- 
ray’s diary, Mary fet out from Edinburgh to Glafgow January 2r, 
1567; fhe arrived there on the 23d; left that place on the 27th; 
fhe, together with the King, reached Linlithgow on the 28th, ftayed 
in that town only one night, and returned to Edinburgh before the 
, end of the month. But according to our author, the Queen did 
not leave Edinburgh till Friday January 24th ; as fhe ftayed a night 
at Callendar, fhe could not reach Glafgow fooner than the even- 
ing of Saturday the 25th, and fhe returned to Linlithgow on 
Tuefday the 28th. By confequence, the firft letter which fuppofes 
the Queen to have been at leaft four days in Glafgow, as well as 
the fecond letter, which bears date at Glafgow Saturday morning, 
whereas fhe did not arrive there till the evening, muft be forgeries. 
That the Queen did not fet out from Edinburgh fooner than the 
24th of January, is evident (as he contends) from the public re- 


cords, which contain a Precept of confirmation of a life-rent by 
James 
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James Boyd to Margaret Chalmers granted by the ‘Queen on the 
2ath of January at Edinburgh ; and likewife a letter of the Queen’s, 
dated at Edinburgh on the fame day, appointing James Inglis 
taylor to the Princeher fon. That the King and Queen had re- 
turned to Linlithgow on the 28th, appears from a deedin which 
they appoint Andrew Ferrier keeper of their palace there, dated 
at Linlithgow January 28. Good. 1. 118. 


Tus has been reprefented to be not only a convincing, but a 
‘legal proof of the forgery of ‘the letters faid to be written by Mary ; 
‘but how far it falls fhort of this, will appear from the following 
confiderations. | 

1. Ir is evident from a declaration or confeflion made by the 
Bifhop of Rofs, that before the conferences at York, which were 
opened in the beginning of October 1568, Mary had, by an ar- 


‘tifice of Maitland’s, got into her hands a copy of ‘thofe letters which 


her fubje€ts accufed her of having written to Bothwell. Brown’s 
trial of the Duke of Norfolk, 31, 36. Itis highly probable that 
the Bifhop of Rofs had feen the letters before he wrote the defence 
of Queen Mary’s honour, in the year 1570. They were publifhed 
to all the world together with Buchanan's Detection, A.-D. 1571. 
Now if they had contained any error fo grofs, and fo.obvious, at 
that time, to difcovery, as the fuppofing the Queen to have paffed 
feveral days at Glafgow, while fhe was really at Edinburgh; had 
they contained a letter dated at Glafgow Saturday morning, though 
fhe did not arrive there tillthe evening; is it poffible that fhe her- 
felf, who-knew her own motions, or the able and zealous advo- 
cates who appeared for her in that age, fhould not have publifhed 
and expofed this contradiction, and, by fo doing, have blafted, at 
once, the credit of fuch an impofture? In difquifitions which are 
naturally abftrufe and intricate, the ingenuity of the lateft author 
may difcover many things, which have efcaped the attention, or 
baffled the fagacity of thofe who have formerly confidered the fame 
fubje&t. But when a matter of fact lay fo obvious to view, this cir- 
cumitance of its being unobferved by the Queen herfelf, or by any 
of her adherents, is almoft a demontftration that there is {ome mif- 
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take or fallacy in our author’s arguments. And fo farare any either 
of our hiftorians, or of Mary's defenders, from calling in queftion 
the common account concerning the time of the Queen’s fetting out 
to Glafgow and her returning from it, that there is not the leaft 
appearanee of any difference among them with regard to this 
point. But farther, | 


2. "FHOSE papers in the public reeords, on which our author refts 
the proof his affertions, concerning the Queen’s motions, are not 
the originals fubfcribed by the Queen, but copies only, or tranfla- 
tions of copies of thofe originals. It is not neceffary, nor would 
it be very eafy to render this intelligible to perfons unacquainted 
with the forms of law in Scotland; but every Scotfman converfant 
in buftnefs will underftand me, when I fay that the precept of con- 
firmation of the life-rent to Boyd is only a Latin copy or note of a 
precept, which was fealed with the Privy Seal, on a warrant from 
the fignet office, proceeding on a fignature which bore date at 
Edinburgh the 24th of January; and that the deed in favour of 
James Inglis is the copy of a letter, fealed with the Privy- 
feal, proceeding on a fignature which bore date at Edinburgh January 
24. From all this we may argue with fome dezree of reafon, 
that a proof founded on papers, which are fo many removes diftant 
from the originals, cannot be but very lame and uncertain. 


3. AT that time all public papers were iffued in the name both 
of the King and Queen ; by law, the King’s fubfcription was no lefs 
requifite to any paper than the Queen’s; and therefore unlefs the 
original fignatures be produced jn order to afcertain the particular 
day when each of them figned, or to prove that it was figned only 
by one of them, the legal proof aifing from thefe papers would 
be, that both the King and Queen figned them at Edinburgh, on 
the 24th of January. | 


4. Tue dates of the warrants or precepts iffued by the fovereign, 
in that age, feem to have been in a great meafure arbitrary, and 
affixed at the pleafure of the writer; and of confequence, thefe 
dates were feldom accurate, are often falfe, and can never be relfed 
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upon. This abufe became fo frequent, and was found to be fo per- 


nicious, that an act of parliament, A.D. 1592, declared the 


affixing a falfe date to a fignature to be High Treafon. 


5. THere {till remain, in the public records, a great number of 
papers, which prove the neceffity of this law, as well as the weak- 
nefs and fallacy of our author’s arguments. And though it be no 
eafy matter, at the diftance of two centuries, to prove any particular 
date to be falfe, yet furprizing inftances of this kind fhall be pro- 
duced. Nothing is more certain from hiftory than that the King 
was at Glafgow 24th January 1567. and yet the record of fig- 
natures from 1565 to 1582, Fol. 16th, contains the copy of a figna- 
ture to Archibald Edmonfton faid to have been fubfcribed by our 
Sovereigns, i.e. the King and Queen, at Edinburgh, January 24th 
1567; fo that if we were to truft implicitly the dates in the records 
of that age, or to hold our author’s argument to be good, .it would 
prove that not only the Queen, but the King too, was at Edinburgh 
onthe 24th of January. 


Ir appears from an original letter of the Bifhopof Rofs that on 
the 25th of October 1566, Mary lay at the point of death ; Keith, 
App. 1343 and yet a deed is tobe found in the publick records, 
which bears that it was figned by the Queen that day. Privy feal. 
Lib. 35. fol. 89. Ouchterlony. | 

AccorRDING to papers in the fame book, fol. 113, the Queen mutt 
have been at Edinburgh December 21, 1566. According to other 
papers, fol. 99, 100. fhe muft have been at Stirling December 21 ; 
and if we depend upon other papers, fol. 112, fhe muft have re- 
turned to Edinburgh on December 22d. ‘Tihefe various motions 
are altogether repugnant to hiftory. The Queen during all that 
time remained at Stirling, on account of the Prince’s baptifm ; and 
we particularly know that fhe was there December 22d, by a let- 
ter of Du Croc the French ambaffador, who mentions an inter- 


view he had with her at Stirling on that day. Keith, Pref. VIL. 
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BoTHWELL feized the Queen as fhe returned from Stirling, April . 
24th 1567, and (according to her own account) carried her to 
Dunbar with all diligence, And. 1.g5. But our author relying on 
the dates of fome papers which he found in the records, fuppofes 
that Bothwell allowed her to ftop at Edinburgh, and to tranfact 
bufinefsthere. Nothing can be more improbable than this fuppo- 
. fition. We may therefore rank the date of the deed to Wright 
Privy feal, Lib. 36. fol. 43. and which is mentioned by our au- 
thor, Vol. 1, 124. among the inftances of the falfe dates of papers 
which were iffued in the ordinary courfe of bufinefs in that age. 
Our author has miftaken the date of the other papér to Forbes, ibid. 
it is figned April 14th, not April24th. | | 


Ir there be any point agreed upon in Mary’s hiftory, it is, that fhe 
remained at Dunbar from the time that Bothwell carried her thither, 
till fhe returned to Edinburgh along with him in the beginning 
of May. Our author himfelf allows that fhe refided twelve days 
there, Vol. 1. 367. Now though there are deeds in the records 
which bear that they were figned by the Queen at Dunbar during 
that time, yet there are others which bear that they were figned at 
Edinburgh ; -e. g. there is one at Edinburgh, April 27th, Privy 
feal, Lib. 36. fol. g7. There are others faid to be figned at Dun- 
bar onthat day. Lib. 31. Chart. No. 524, 526. Ib. lib. 32. No. 
154, 157. There are fome figned at Dunbar April 28th. - Others 
at Edinburgh April 3oth, Lib. 32. Chart. No.492. Others at 
Dunbar May 1ft. Id. ibid. No. 158. Thefe different charters fup- 
pofe the Queen to have made fo many unknown, improbable, and 
inconfiftent journeys, that they afford the cleareft demonitration 
that the dates in thefe records ought not to be depended on, 


Tus becomes more evident from the date of the charter faid 
to be figned April 27th, which happened that year to be a Sun- 
day, which was not, at that time, a day of bulinefs in ‘Scot- 
land, as appears from the books of federunt, then kept by the Lords 
of feffion. | | | 
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From this fhort review of our author’s proof of the forgery of 
the letters to Bothwell, it is evident that his arguments are far from 
amounting to demonftration. 


ANOTHER argument againft the genuinenefs of thefe letters is 
founded on the ftile and compofition, which are faid to be altoge- 
ther unworthy of the Queen, and unlike her real productions. It 
is plain, both from the great accuracy of compofition in moft of 
Mary’s letters, and even from her folicitude to write them in a fair 
hand, that fhe valued herfelf on thofe accomplifhments, and was 
defirous of being efteemed an elegant writer. But when the wrote 
at any time in a hurry, then many marks of inaccuracy appear. 
A remarkable inftance of this may be found in a paper publifhed, 
Good. 2. 301. Mary’s letters to Bothwell were written in the ut- 
moft hurry ; and yet under all the difadvantages of a tranflation, 
they are not deftitute either of fpirit or of energy. The manner 
in which fhe expreffes her love to Bothwell hath been pronounced 
indecent and even fhocking. But Mary’s temper led her to warm 
expreffions of her regard ; thofe refinements of delicacy, which 
now appear in all the commerce between the fexes, were, in that 
age, but little known, even among perfons of the higheft rank. 
Among Lord Royfton’s papers there is a feries of letters, from Mary 
tothe Duke of Norfolk, copied from the Harleian Library, P. 37. 
B. g. fol. 88, in which Mary declares her love to that nobleman 
in language, which would now be reckoned extremely indelicate. 


Tue fonnets and fome of Mary’s letters to Bothwell were written 
before the murder of her hufband; fome of them after that event, 
and before her marriage to Bothwell. Thofe which are prior to 
the death of her hufband abound with the fondeft expreffions of 
her love to Bothwell, and plainly difcover that their familiarity 
had been extremely criminal. We find in them, too, fome dark 
expreffions, which her enemies employed to prove that fhe was no 
firanger to the fchemes which were forming againft her hufband’s 
life. Of this kind are the following paflages, ** Alace! I nevir dif- 
favit ony body; bot I remit me altogidder to zour will. Send me 
advertifement quhat I fall do, and quhatfaever thing come therof, 
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I fall obey zow. Advife too with zourfelf, gif ze can find out ony 
mair fecret inventioun by medecine, for he fuld tak medecine and 
the bath at Cragmillar.” Good. 2, 22. “See not hir quhais fenzeit 
teiris fuld not be fa mekle praifit and eftemit, asthe trew and faith- 
full travellis quhilk I fuftene for to merite hir place. For obtain- 
ing of the quhilk, aganis my natural, 1 betrayis thame that may 
impefche me. God forgive me”, &c. ibid. 27. ‘I have walkit 
laiter thair-up, then I wald have done, gif it had not been to draw 
fomething out of him, quhilk this berer will fchaw zow, quhilk 
is the faireft commodity that can be offerit to excufe zour affairis. 
Ibid. 32. From the letters pofterior to the death of her hufband, 
it is evident that the {cheme of Bothwell’s feizing Mary by force, 
and carrying her along with him, was contrived in concert with 
herfelf, and with her approbation *. | 

H hhe2 Havine 


* THAT letters of fo much importance as thofe of Mary’s to Bothwell fhould have 
been entirely loft, appears to many altogether unaccountable. After being produced 
in England before Elizabeth’s commiflioners they were delivered back by them to 
the Earl of Murray. Good. 2.235. He feems to have kept them in his poffef- 
fion during his life. After his death, they fell into the hands of Lennox his fuc- 
ceffor, who reftored them to the Earl of Morton. Good. 2.91. Though it be 
not neceffarily conne¢ted with any of the queftions which gave occafion to this Dif- 
fertation, it may perhaps fatisfy the curiofity of fomeof my readers to inform them, 
that after a very diligent fearch, which has lately been made, no copy of Mary’s let- 
ters to Bothwell can be found in any of the publick libraries in Great Britain. The 
only certain intelligence concerning them, fince the time of their being delivered to 
Morton, was communicated by theaccurate Dr. Birch. 


Extract of the letters of Robert Bowes, Efq; ambaflador from Queen Eki- 
zabeth to the king of Scotland, written to Sir Francis Walfingham, Secretary of 
{tate, from the original regifter book of Mr. Bowes’s letters, from 15th of Auguft 
1582, to 28th September 1583, in the poffeflion of Chriftopher Hunter, M. D. of 


Durham. 


1582, 8th November, from Edinburgh. 
ALBEIT I have been borne in hand, That the coffer wherein were the originals 
of letters between the Scottifh Queen and the Earl of Bothwell, had been delivered 
to fundry hands, and thereby was at prefent wanting, and unknown where it 
refted, yet I have learned certainly by the Prior of Plufcardyne’s means, that both 
the coffer and alfo the writings are come, and now remain with the Earl of Gow- 
| rie, 
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Tlavinc thus ftated the proof on both fides; having examined 
at fo great length the different fyftems with regard to the fadts 
in controverfy; it may be expected that I fhould now fronounce 

fen- 


ric. who, I perccive, will be hardly intreated to make delivery to her Majefty ac- 
cording to her Majelly’s defire. 


Turis time paft I have expended in fearching where the coffer and writings were, 
wherein without the help of the prior I fhould have found great difficulty ; now 
I will effay Gowrie, and of my fuccefs you fhall be fhortly advertifed. 


12th of November 1582, from Edinburgh. 

Because I had both learned, that the cafket and Ictters mentioned in my laft, 
before thefe were come to the poffeffion of the Earl of Gowrie, and alfo found 
that no mean might prevail to win the fame out of his hands without his own con- 
fent and privity; in which behalf I had employed fitt inftruments, that neverthe- 
lefs profited nothing, therefore I attempted to effay himfelf, letting him know 
that the faid cafket and letters fhould have been brought to her Majefty by the 
offer and cood means of good friends, promifing to have delivered them to her 
Majefy before they came into his hands.and cuftody, and knowing that he did bear 
the like affection, and was ready to pleafure her Majefty in all things, and chiefly 
in this that had been thus far tendered to her Majefty, and which thereby fhould 
be well accepted, and with princely thanks and gratuity be requited to his comfort 
and contentment ; J moved him that they might be a prefent to be fent to her Ma- 
jefty from him, and that I might caufe the fame be conveyed to her Majefty, add- 
ing hereunto fuch words and arguments as. might both ftir up a hope of liberality, 
and alfo beft effect the purpo‘e; at the firft he was loth to agree that they were 
in his poffeftion, but [let him plainly know that I was certainly informed, that they 
were delivered to him by Sanders Jordin, whereupon he preffed to know who did 
fo inform me, enquiring whether the fons of the Earl of Morton had done it or 
no; I did not otherways in plain terms deny or anfwer thereunto, but that he 
might think that he had told me, as the prior is ready to avouch, and well pleafed 
that I fhall give him to be the author thereof ; after he had faid [though] all thefe 
letters were in his keeping (which he would neither grant nor deny) yet he might not 
deliver them to any perfon without the confents and privities, as well of the King, 
that had intereft therein, as alfo of the reft of the noblemen enterprifers of the 
action againft the King’s mother, and that would have them kept as an evidence 
to warrant and make good that action. And albeit I replied, that their a@ion 
in that part touching the affignation of the crown to the King by his mother, had 
received fuch eftablifhment, confirmation, and ftrength, by aéts of Parliament and 
other publick authority and inftruments, as neither fhould that cafe be fuffered to 
come in debate or queftion, nor fuch fcrolls and papers ought to be thewed for the 
f{trengthening thereof, fo as thefe might well be left and be rendered to the hands 
of her Majefty, to whom they were deitined before they fell in his keeping; yet he 


would 
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fentence. In my opinion, there are only two conclufions, which can 


be drawn from the faéts which have been enumerated. 
| Ong, 


would not be removed or fatisfied, concluding, after much reafonings, that the 
Far] of Morton, nor any other that had the charge and keeping thereof, durft at 
any time make delivery; and becaufe it was the firft time that I had moved him 
therein, and that he would gladly both anfwer her Majefty’s good expe¢tation in 
him, and alfo perform his duty due to his fovereign and affociates in the action afore- 
faid, therefore he would feek out the faid cafket and letters, at his return to bis 
‘houfe, which he thought fhould be within a fhort time; and upon finding of the 
fame and better advice, and confideration had of the caufe, he would give further 
anfwer. This refolution I have received as to the thing; and for the prefent I 
could not better, leaving him to give her Majefty fuch teftimony of his good will 
towards her, by his frank dealing herein, as fhe may have caufe to confirm her 
highnefles good opinion conceived already of him, and be thereby drawn to greater 
goodnefs towards him. I fhall ftill labour him both by myfelf and alfo by all other 
means, but I greatly diftruft the defired fuccefs herein. 


| 24th of November 1582, from Edinburgh. 

For the recovery of the letters in the coffer, come to the hands of the Earl of 
Gowrie, I have lately moved him earneftly therein, letting him know the purpofe of 
the Scottifh Queen, both giving out that the letters are counterfeited by her rebels, and 
alfo feeking thereon to have them delivered to her orldefaced, and that the means which 
fhe will make in this behalf fhall be fo great and effectual, as thefe writings cannot be 
fafely kept in that realm without dangerous offence of him that hath the cuftody 
thereof, neither fhall he that is once known to have them be fuffered to hold them 
in his hands. Herewith I have at large opened the perils likely to fall to that action, 
and the parties therein, and particularly to himfelf that is now openly known to have 
the poffeffion of thefe writings, and J have lettin him fee what furety it hall bring 
to the faid caufe and all the parties therein, and to himfelf, that thefe writings may 
be with fecrecy and good order committed to the keeping of her Majefty, that will 
have them ready whenfoever any ufe fhall be for them, and by her Highnefles coun- 
tenance dcfend them and the parties from fuch wrongfull objections as fhall be laid 
againft them. offering at length tohim, that if he be not fully fatisfied herein, or 
doubt that the reft of the affociates fhall not like of the delivery of them to her 
majefty in this good manner, and for the intereft rehearfed, that I fhall readily, upon 
meeting and conference with them, procure their affent in this part; (a matter more 
eafy to offer than to perform) and, laftly, moving him that (for the fecrecy and 
benefit of the caufe, and that her Majefty’s good opinion towards himfelf may be 
firmly fettled and confirmed by his acceptable forwardnefs hercin) he would, with- 
out necdlefs fcruple, frankly committ thefe writings to her Majefty's good cuftody 
for the good ufes received. After long debate he refolved, and faid, that he would 
unfeinedly thew and doto her Majefty all the pleafure that he might without offence 
to the King his Sovereign, and prejudice to the aflociates in the action, and there- 


fore he would firft make fearch and view the faid letters, and herein take advice 
what 
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DISSERTATION ON 


One, that Bothwell, prompted by his ambition or love, en- 
couraged by the Queen’s known averfion to her hufband, and pre- 
fuming on her attachment to himfelf, ftruck the blow without 
having concerted with her the manner or circumftances of perpe- 
trating that crime. That Mary, inftead of teftifying much indig- 
nation at the deed, or difcovering any ‘refentment again{t Both- 
well, who was accufed of having committed it, continued to load 
him with marks of her regard, conducted his trial in fuch a man- 
ner as rendered it impoffible to difcover his guilt, and foon after, 


what he might do, and how far he might fatisfy and content her Majefty ; promif- 
ing thereon to give more refolute anfwer ; and he concluded flatly, that after he had 
found and feen the writings, that he might not make delivery of them without the 
privity of the King. Albeit I ftood long with him againft his refolution in this 
point, to acquaint the King with this matter before the letters were in the hands 
of her Majefty, letting him fee that his doings there fhould admit great danger to 
the caufe ; yet I could not remove him from it. It may be that he meaneth to put 
over the matter from himfelf to the King, upon fight whereof I fhall travel effec- 
tually to obtain the King’s confent, that the letters may be committed to her Ma- 
jelty’s keeping, thinking it more eafy to prevail herein with the King, in the pre- 
fent love and affection that he beareth to her Highnefs, than to win any thing at the 
hands of the affociates in the action, whereof fome principal of them now come and 
remain at the devotion of the King’s mother ; in this I fhall ftill call on Gowrie 
to fearch out the coffer, according to his promife; and as I fhall find him minded 
to do therein, fo fhall I do my beft and whole endeavour to effect the fuccefs to her 
Majefty’s beft contentment. 
2d December 1582, from Edinburgh. 


Becauss I faw good opportunity offered to renew the matter to the Earl of Gow- 
rie for recovery of the letters in the coffer in his hands, therefore I put him in 
mind thereof ; whereupon he told me, that the Duke of Lennox had fought earn- 
eftly to have had thofe letters, and that the King did know where they were, fo as 
they could not be delivered to her Majefty without the King’s privity and confent, 
and he pretended to be ftill willing to pleafure her Majefty in the fame, fo far as he 
may with his duty to the King and to the reft of the affociates in that action; but 
I greatly diftruft to effect this to her Majefty’s pleafure, wherein, neverthelefs, I 
fhall do my uttermoft endeavours. 


WHETHER James VJ. who put the Earl of Gowrie to death, A.D. 1584. and 
feized all his effeéts, took care to deftroy his mother’s letters, for whofe honour 
he was at that time extremely zealous; whether they have perifhed by fome un- 
known accident; or whether they may not ftill remain unobferved among the ar- 
chives of fome of our great families, it is impoffible to determine. 


in 


K. HENRY’ MURDER, &; 


in oppofition to all the maxims of decency or of prudence, vo- 
luntarily agreed to a marriage with him, which every confidera- 
tion fhould have induced her to deteft. By this verdict, Mary 
is not pronounced guilty of having contrived the murder of her 
hufband, or even of having previoufly given her confent to his 
death ; but fhe is not acquitted of having difcovered her appro- 
. bation of the deed, by her behaviour towards him who was the 
author of it. 


Tue other conclufion is that which Murray and his adherents. 


laboured to eftablifh, ‘* That as James, fumtyme Erle of Both- 
wile, was the chiefe executor of the horribill and unworthy 
murder, perpetrat in the perfon of umquhile King Henry of gude 
memory, fader to our Soveraine Lord, and the Queenis lauchfull 
hufband; fa was fhe of the foreknowledge, counfall, devife, 


perfwadar and commandar of the faid murder to be done.” Good. 


2. 207. 


Wuicu of thefe conclufions is moft agreeable to the evidence, 
that has been produced, 1 leave my readers to determine. 


\ 
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ERRATA in, Vol. TE. 


Page 35. line 6. from the bottom, for renderered r. render. p. 36. 1.11. for Here r. 
There. p. 44. in the Note, 1. penult. r. reflored to. p. 72. 1. 5. from the bottom, ©. te 
Clergy, p. 220. 1. 12. for feveralr. fomes p. 231. inthe Note, be z. dele shat. 


ERRATA in the Appendix. 


Page 4. 1.12.4. theyr tyme. 1.13.1. feeing ambition. 1. 30. r. for overr. ever. p 6.1. 7. 
for the ftick r. they fick. 1. 10. from bottom dele and. p. 7.1.2. for asr. are. p.g.l. 27. 
for highne/s r. honour. p.10. 1.18. for fuperior x. fubprior. p.s. 1. tr. for ringrave r. rbine 
grave. p 20. |. 20. forbaver. having. 1. 29. for faidr. flood. p. 21.1. 3. from bottom 
tor officiary r.efivacy. p. 22.1. 3. from bottom for covenant r. convenient. p. 26. 1. 3. for 
or had r. or he had. \. 4. for that though r. that things. 1. 9. from bottom r. Athole Seaver, Maor- 
ton Carver. 1. 5. from bottom, r. oculatus teffis, p.27. 1. 8. from bottom, for marfbesr. 
marches. p. 28. f ult, r. whereof. p.24. 1 25. r. Andrew Car of Fawden fide. 1. 27. for 
dagger. dag. p. 28.1. 20. for /ue r. feu. p. 37.1. 10. for boldne/s r. coldne/s. p. 39.1. 11. 
for charger.change. p.42.1.19. for only vr. unlefs. p. 65. 1. 12. from bottom r. among/ 
which, one. p.§7. 1.3. for favours r. favourers. 1. 4. forhisr. its. 1. 30. for defmations 
r. defamations. pp. 60. 1. 8. from bottom, for freer. he. p. 64. 1. 1. for pefefed x. profcffed. 
l. 12. for fuch r. feek. p.66. 1. 4. for that r. of. 1. 25. dele to yield. p. 69. 1. 19. for 
beenr. being, p. 72.1.7. fortreftr. tryf. p.78. 1.12. from bottom for de/r. dit, p.79. 
]. 10. for fentement r. feulement. lig. yr. impieté. 1.18. for uferr. ofter. p. 80.1. 5. 1. den 
renué. 1. 5. from bottom, r. droifs. p. 81 1.23. allieny. allier, p. 83.1. penult. for fo r. 
by. p.F4. 1.6. vr. Jubferivit. 1. 3. 1. Walfinghame. p. 85.1.7. prejerver. referve. 1.9 
from bottom, for your r. you. p. 87. 1. 7. r. Fothringhame, p. 8g. 1. 6. from bottom, for 
Jorbidden x. bidden, p.g2. 1, 16. r. perplexity. 
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